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PREFACE. 


AE Author of theſe. Writings FP c perſon of 
T Fon 


great Learning, great f 
and of. ereat Virtue and Piety..' He hath wrettes 
divers learned and compleat Works upon other 
Subjeits , but for theſe Writings bere. publifred,they were 
written, 4s were alſo many others of the like natire;.cu tem- 
pore, and upon this occaſion,. * Ir bhathbeen. bis. cuſtoms 
© for many Years every Lord's Day mthe afigrngon after 
© Evening Sermon ( between that and Supper- tine ) .to-eme 
* ploy bs thoughts upon ſeveral Subjelts' of Devine. Cone 
: remplations : and. ai things came into his thoughts, fake 
* put them into writings which be did far. fo Þ two Reafena, 
> 1. That be might k4 e more Led his \'T hayghts, and, [hot 
: * them from diverſion, and wands 2+ That they 
* remain, and not pe hf by forge neſs or pry px 
© t50ns, 

And as this was the nas and manner of bis writing 
them, ſo this pats en all that be mtended in them, wn- 
leſs moreover to 6ommunicate them to his Children or Jome 

articular Friend it r Private upon occafion : but for pubs 
his them, regey he haa not the leaſt thoughts of ety 
ing , much babe reviſedthem for that we. "4 » 
hn read ever ſome of. Yiu fre he wrote thim; 
nor indeed ſp m fo 
Was be from mh hrs of run ſhing them, oo | 
+ 4a 


| The Preface, 
144 importuned but to giue bis conſent to the publication of 
- them, be conld nar be erevailed with ta do 44 And oy 
fore that they are now publiſhed, the Reader muſt know that 


| They are publiſhed not only in their native and primogeneal 


ſimplicity , but withqut fo wich as the Authors privity 
to #t, 

And thus much I thought my ſelf obliged, even in juſtice 
to this Author, 20 acgdenr the Reader with dos M- 
ouſly to ucknowled;, aud take upon my ſelf the ff; BY - 
ny thing leſs perfelt and compleat, or any wiſe lyable to vx- 
Ception, ſhall _ in theſe Papers, ſeeing they were nei- 
ther written with any intention to be wblifhed, nor reviſed 
by the Auther, nor are publiſhed with bus knowledg. 

* But this again on the other ſide obligeth me ta render ſome 
Account of my doing herein, 7 confeſs I approve not the 
thing "in general; that is , the publication of another's 
Wratings without bis conſent or privity : But yet I know 

well that theſe things which in the general are for the 
oſt purt untawfal, may yet be ſo circumſtantiated in a par- 
Ticular taſty as that they may become not only lawful, but 
| bu amr reyes hy done inthat caſe + and ſuch a ſpe- 
' evaltafe I take this tobe. And though I think, my ſelf ac- 
countable to the Author chiefly, if not to bim alone, for 
what Thave done int this caſe, yet ſome account thereof [ 
ſhall give t6 the Reader, ſo far at leaft 45 concerneth theſe 
Writings, or is neceſſary for bim to be acquaimed with. 
- When I fo ft met with ſome of theſe won and ob. 
tained the peruſal of them, 1 thought them well worth my 
pains to tranſcribe : which 1 did, partly far my own "uſe 
.' and partly, ſeeing _ _— —_— and cow Pa- 
s, to preſerve them from that danger of periſbing, from 
Fbich I abt the Author's lies Kt! more + Liver 
Works to be more ſafe and ſecure, - And baving c 
6 pretty conſider able flock. of them, 1] communicated ſome 
ef uhemt, -a' Iſaw occaſion to ſome friends, ſome of them 
prrlions of good pudyment and learning, ry © 1" 


Sd "——yy » %Y 


—— 
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| mended the ſame : and ſcarce any 


"The Preface: 
that ſaw them, but ſeid 


"was great pity but t heuld be Printed. Bug, beſides 
the p AurLr 3d wg to whom ] did communicate 


them, I perceived that they bad areal effeit to the goed and 
benefit of ſome who. pre them : and this experience of 
the good effetts which they produced by wy communication of 
them to 4 few, friends in private, did further confirm my 
own opinion of them, that they maſs certainly do —— 
if publiſhed : and being made common, have the ſame 
1nfluences upon many, which I found they bad peu ſome. of 
thoſe few to whom they were communic : But 
for the Manuſcript Copies which I bad ; they were _ 
cient for all thoſe fair — of ISIS 
which ] ſaw even among 
Whereypon [ſolicited d the. Author to ar opti my " Gl - 
leaſt to give his conſent to the publication of t 
not prevail witht'1im for ether, although I [ith he mw 
five or m_—_ is more prevalent wi of 
$7 . Zut when 1 prrenrnd's Py | jr air that t the 
why why he would neither p nſec In wavy 4 vor 
give bis conſent to the ablication 0 que 
gorld be of no force againſt the publication of chew wi 
iy his privity or knowledg, 1 began to. conſider of doing 
that, 
But before I reſolved upen it, T ſent two of te large of of 
them to 4 perſon, whoſe judgment ruth the Ho bom 
Twuch ejteem, to nave Opimen of t not 
know Sr who was the Author, er who ſent Fung. ” 
and having recewved hu Opinion and c vof - 
and that he judged them like te do mach good, and. ſuch « 
would-be v ry fiat 10 be publiſhed, I began further 
ro conſider w 3 and how they might be 
without either Wrong or Injury en the one ſide ,, or 
Offence on the other, to the Author. . And far the ar= 
— dens #3 hg cl 
of che Diſpoſal of the Copy, wherejn wenls ve 210, greee 
fn 


The Preface. 
by g' wr mire eſpecially in reſpeft of the Writin 

; if either there thopds vcw why = 
fieto be made publick; or if they were not ſo wel 


there 
posſhriliened| Pot as oh be for his credit and reputa. 
Hon. 


> "hid uhthough wk gle ſeem to be provided for in ſome 
Jove by: wes 14 TR ( which truly I ſhould mach 

rtbty hive made hear that I knew I muſt then ven- 
a fit 4 kandinfl nr proviſw), in 48 much 4s it 
it Nor Ni of wr for Learned men even from the very ſtyle and 
Be Thad fow to GiJcdver the writers, an experiment 
po 1 orice ſhewed one of the writings of 

purpoſely concealed who the Author was, 

he Row diſcovered from the writing 

ET +» fon, who was the Author indeed. And 

beſe writings do not obſcarely ſpeak their Aw 
Ro ie repreſentation of bim, that 1s, of 

wy ths ks 1s very eminent and conſpicuou in bim ; 

may that of the Great Audit, which I uſe to look 
as his very Pitture , wherein repreſenting the Good 
ST of _ If; as every Chat a- 

of a wilh and virtuons a bn muſt needs agree 
with him who is vellyſuch hey who ave eminently 
ſome, even peel the conſideration of the work , 
net the ptr yrac beſide rharry other occaſions of 
Bd 1 thought orfor foo 7 Rue imſu afficient ; fo I could 
ehiſt bis pions and Laebis Medi. 

» 20 by Malt We of to that ind; * and fhould much 

rather 


hive. to incur Jpteaſure ) yet I looked upon this 
bad ſer in 4 perſon” of learning and parts, to 
hnew no man that did think_at that 
an of that Learning, Wiſdem, Piety 
affing bi Actonn, it was impoſſible for him not 
mj ors Bp Re 

pop Dl har fon ly be unktown : pu} Aral it is not im- 

ty her needleſs onworth y both the 

*f 


; 
x 
p 
ry 


, | 
The Preface. 
raiher have abſtained from publiſhing them at all,thanhave 
relyed wpon ſuch 4 ſhift, if I had thought that they lind flood 
in any need thereof. But as #t was only their real Worth 
and Et xcelence and Uſefulneſs which moved me th 
their publication, ſo I: was verily perſwaded, . and as. well 
aſſured as ] could be in any Writuugy of. wy 
upon my own epinion-only, but uyen the judgment s al. 
ſe, that no thing liable to exception doth edtrar. wn them, 
or any thing conſiderable thas is queſtionable which bath 
net other approved Authers whe ſay the Jawe 5 add thir 
truth is, the Subject of them is ſuch 4s is not ike 9 
much matter of that nature ; theſe berug Moral and Praiti- 
cal things,wherae: they are for the moſt, part matters If Spo- 
Culation , and of curious ( 1 had almoſt ſaidlgreſumptuone } 
and unneceſſary, if not undeterminuble Speculation, vench 
makg the great ſtirs, and are the. matter and ofreſrens of 
greateſt controverſit , eſpecially among thens\ of the Re- 
formed Religion, ny 9 
And though theſe Writings never underwent yhe laſt 
Hand or Pencil of the Fudicsous Aithor, and. therefore, 
in reſpedt of rhat perfettion which be could have given to 
them, be not altogether ſo compleat as therwiſe they. might 
have been, yet if we conſider them in themſelves, or with 
reſped to the Writings which are daily pabliſhed , even of 
learned men, and publiſhed by the Authors themſelves, 
theſe will be found to be ſuch as may not only very well paſs 
in the Crond, but ſuch as are of no unlgar or common fir an. 
The SubjeRts of them indeed are'common Themes, put yet 
ſuch 4s are of moſt weight and neoment inthe Life of Men, 
and of greateſt concernmemt z at.in Nature thoſe things 
which are of greateſt uſe and conciynment, are moſt com- 
morn. But the matter of his Meditations upon theſe Sub- 
jelts is not Common : For 4s he 1s 4 man that thinks 
and deeply of things, not after a commonrate, ſons Wrs- 
tings, bis moſt ex tempore Writings, have @ tertain' Ct- 
news and Energy in them, much ahove the common rate of 
« ; : : Writ [145 


The' Preface. 
. And though theſe were written ex tempore , 
wy 13 ne, dm Ts ore, © et the mat- 


rer _ SIE obey” ſuch, as before well 


ron Kingdom of 
ke Hear, EY 
and the abundance -of it, he 

- Jr raed looked 


hs Stile s- Ks ſaith a Matter, ant , 
oe and Manly ; his words are oe, 
carry Evidence and” Demonſtration'with thew, Moral = 
al Dewouſtyation : Vox non ex ore, ſed 

ex petore emiſſa. And if we take theſe Writings altoge- 
ther, end weigh them duly and candidly, without any vain 
honour of critical and ' pedantich_cenſorionſneſt, we may 
therein 14 loſs obſerve the worth ” —— of therr 
Author, eſpecially conſidering in mou 
written, than in bis more » aller oropo Works : being 
þ ron publiſhed in this manner, they do more ev1- 
demonſty ate the re al of his Honeſt, Virtuous and 
Fe Prep than hey been deſigned to be pub- 
publiſhed nel: ; which perhaps may 
OT leſs acceptable to ſome Readers not of the 
lower rank. | 
So that conſidering the Writings 5 themſulves, ] conld not 
think that there was any thing therein, whether of matter 
or form, which could render the publication of them injuri- 
aus or prejudicial ts the' Author in the mr 5s of the re- 
Spell afore mentioned. -Yet notwithſtanding, for the gee 
ter ſecurity, I thought it might be fit, and but juſt to 
Phigtrue and ingenuous Jr ed both of the occaſion and 
manner of bis writing, - and of the publication of them with- 
out bis privity and knowledg. And this I conceived might 
be a ju wid ſufſcien means t6 ſecure the Author agamſt 
romthay 4: that which would wholly acquit bm ” 


The Prefate. 
rs, wy 3-777 or Aondgr -- ie ranfit vi Wake 
6f any 1omy Jef yet was 
have 
le too 


Wn 

{ * It remainedtherefort only to how this mich be 

done, as without injury x fo 'nithour Of: 

OY Tap | fled Np 
1. The Honefty of - 


dd nat a hittle encour = 
L Sinceraty Raven) mit: aa 2. | 
/, Bayern 4 bs Ayn + His Candov f 


to be ſuch, that doubred not of a fair und fevoirable con- 
ferultionof my Deſign and Intentions. ' Arid I kjjew bis 
Goodniſs, Aﬀettion and Readineſs to do Good, "to bi ſuch, 
that he conld not but approve my Deſign, that , to do 
Good; the doing whereof I knew to be A thing of = 
weight with hive than all bu reaſons a 

en: Andthat much prodrugs, wy pnblicarion of 
theſe Writings, 1 conld aſſure him upon my own experience 
of the effetts I bad ſeen already produced by them in Ma- 
nuſcript. All which, when be ſhould , Twaper- 
ſwaded, though perhaps be might at firſt be a lirtl erred 
with the anexpetted publication of them, yet he 

be much offended at4t. And then if T could publiſh them 
without ether Injury or Offence.to him, I reckened it all 
one in effett 43 if 1 had had bis conſent before toit, And 
berexpon 1 nkeed at laſt «pon it ;, and upon theſe wo 
rations have made thus bold with this excellent Ws 

my very good friend for the Good of others, which 7 

Fo have dane for any private advantage to my felf 

vever. 

I doubt not but the Reader will be very deſirons to know 
who the Author of theſe Excellent Meditations i3;, and 
trudy 1 was na leſs rs irow that be fhould know it”, and that 
for no inconſiderable” Reaſons + 1.)ﬀ As it bath div pc of 
been one of the moſt uſual and conſtant Meims and Ah 

which Almighty God hath, in all Ages and 'N ations, oh 


The Preface. 

eo enpeer 
s ne; ſol to 

the deker eng of cham dns Apo and Nation : and be- 


_— thrender bis Excellent. 

al, and ſo: become ſubſerycent ta the Gracious defigns of 
wine Providence. 2. In hike manner «n the other ſide, 
the Worth and Virtues. and Learning , and Pri- 
dence of the Author, wonld cert ainly have made theſe bis 
Writings, how excellent ſoever of themſebvesr, yet more 
prevalent with many. 3. And becanſe he 3s well known th 
be a perſon of extraordinary and admirable fagacity, dex- 
terity, and impartiality in the ſearch and the diſcovery of 
the truth of matters in queſtion, and hath ( though that be 
not ſo generally known ) with much care and diligence, cont 
ſidered aud examined the Reaſons and Evidences, both 
Natural and Moral, of Religion; theſe Writings, which 
Jo p ney; though upon another occaſion, his Senſe 
and F of the Chriſtian Religion, "might be of good 
we to eaſe many of the dowbts and ſcruples of ſome —— 
and to check the vain and incanſiderate pre ſumption of 0- 
thers, about Religion. And his Fudgment in the caſe is 
the more conſiderable, as in reſpelt of his great ability, and 
the care and diligence which be hath uſed in the examina- 
rionof it; fo in reſpett of his freedom from all thoſe things, 
whether of ' Natural _ » or of Profeſſion, or 
Workdly Intereſt, winch may be by ſome ſuſpetted to preju- 
aice pg the Tudgments of others. And therefore I 
doubt not but ſome, who have a gee reſpeit for his perſon, 


and may perhaps not bave the _ of Religion 
which be = when they ſhould ſee I hs 
t4ſe, might. by the Amthority thereof be fo 4 jar 


and better conſideration of it. 'Tis trac, the Life of. Re- 
Kr pile fund nd pe pie 
the genuine 4 wod/- 
of t, Traub of tha Faith, which- b the. Werls; 
ad hath indeed ſet him nuch above ity, yet becauſe compen 
Prudence may move 4 ſober and conſiderate may to an 6x» 
ternal conformity to ſo reaſonable a Religion , and ta tha 
pradtiſe of thoſe excellent Virtues which it requires, 'theſs 
Writings may poſſibly give more ſatisfattion to. fome cons 
cerning his Fudgment in the caſe, than bis Life apa dtis 
Wt, end in that reſpect they may poſſibly come forth with 
ſows advantage, being Written and publiſhed in this mart- 
or ; for here we may read kis moſt intimate and retired 
[ howghts. ay Yo F 

And for theſe Reaſons I much deſired to have prefixed hit 
Name, or 4t leaſt to have let the Reader know'who ba 8 
but I know that that would certainly have been ds 
to bim ; aud therefore having made ſo bold with bim-«/ 
the Publication of theſe his Writings, I would not preſume 
further to diſcover who he is, thongh for ſo juſt and beneſf 
ends ,, but have purpoſely left out ſome yaſſages whi 
£00 ow mp7 pra po. Mr os anne! 

Being far ai ow the Pr e may. bly. be 
ſome few Typographucal Errata'«, more lor att 
there ſhould have heen.;, but 1 bape that care bath heron ta- 
ben, that they, are not many, ner very conſiderably , but 
that the ſenſe will enable the Reager to. amend thewe. 


. *The ſeveral Ti Teatiſer Compriſed in this Volume. 
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© UrNox longa quibus wentitur, amica, Dieſque 
videtur opus debentibus, ut piger Annus 

$, quos dura premit cuftodia matrum - 

Sic mihi tarda fluunt ingrataque tempora, que ſpera 
Confiliurnque morantur agendi gnaviter id quod 
Kque pavperibus prodeft, locupleribus zque, 
Xque negle&nm pueris, feniboſque norebir; 
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Of the Conſideration of our 
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LATTER END 


And the Benefits of it; 


—— AMR 


DE 
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DEUT. XXX. 29, . 
0 that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, 
that they would conſider their Latter End !- 


T tnay be probably thought, that the principal in? 
tention of this Wiſh of Afoſes was, That the Peo- 
ple of 1ſrael' had a due conſideration of their final 
; rejefttion ; the ten Tribes for their/Idolatry, and 
the. two Tribes for their Cracifying of the Meſſias # 
and not only of that tate of RejeRion,but of the cauſes 
of ir, namely, Idolatry and rejeRion of. the —_— 
which conſideration would have made them wiſe: 
prudent to avoid thoſe great Apoſtafies which ſhouſd 
occaſion fo terrible a deſertion and reje&ion by God: 
But certainly the words contain an evident truth, with 
relation to every particular Perſon, and to that latter 
End that is common to all mankind,namely, their latte» 
endby death, and ſeparation of the Soul and Body; the 
due conſideration whereof is a great part of Wifdomy 
and a great means to attain _ improve it ; and very 


tnany of the fins and. follies of Mankind, as they doin s 
great meaſure proceed! from the want of an attentive 
and ſerious. conſideration of it ; ſo would they bein'a 
$reat meaſure cured by it, B It 


2: Of the Conſideration 
It is the woſt certain, known, experienced truth in the 

World,that all men muſt die; that the time of thatdeath 
is uncertain;that yet moſt certainly it will come,and that 
within the compaſs of no long time : Though the time 
of our Life might be protradted to its longeſt period,yet 
it is ten thouſand to one that it will not exceed fourſcore 
Wa; where one man attains to that age; ten thouſand 
ore before it;andthisLetture is read unto us by themany 
caſualties and diſeaſes that put a period to the Lives of 
many in our ownexperience and obſervation;by the ma- 
'ny warnings and monitions of Mortality that every Man 
finds in himfelf,either by the occurrences of Diſeaſes and 
Weakneſſes, and eſpecially by the declinations thatare 
apparent in us if we attain to any conſiderable age z and 
he weekly Bills of Mortality in the great City, where 
weckly there are taken away ordinarily three hundred 
Perſons : The Monuments and Graves in every Church 
and Church-yard do not only evince the Truth of it, 
whereof no man-of underſtanding doubts, but do incel. 
fantly inculcate the Remembrance of it. 

And yet it isſtrange to ſee that this great Truth, where- 
of in the theory no man doubts, is little confidered' or 
thought upon by the moſt of Mankind : Bur notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe monitions and remembrances of Mort 
lity, the livinglay it not to heart, and look upon it as 
buſineſs that little concerns them , as if they were'not 
concerned in.this common condition of Mankind, and 
as if the condition of Mortality only concerned t 
that aually die, or are under the immediate Harbin 
gers ot it; ſome deſperate or acute: Diſeaſes; but cc 
cerned not them that are at preſent in health, or nc 
under the ſtroke of a mortal ſickneſs. The Reaſons 
this Inconſiderateneſs (ſeem principally theſe : 

z 1.7. That Men are not willing to entertain thigunwel 
come thought of their -own' latter End ; the'thoug| 
whercof is ſo unyelcom and troubleſom a Gueſt;that i 


bf our Latter Extd, Z 
ſcemsto blaſt and diſparage all thoſe preſent enjoyments 
of Senſe, that this Life affords: Whereby it comes ta 
paſs, that as Death it ſelf is unwelcom when it draws 
near ; ſo the thoughts and pre-apprehenſions of it be- 
comes as unwelcom as the thing ir telf, _ | 

2. A vain fooliſh conceit that the conſideration of 

the Latter End is a kind of preſage and invitation of itz 
and upon this account I have known many ſuperſtiti- 
ouſly and fooliſhly to forbear the making of theis Wills, 
becauſe it ſeemed to them ominous, and a preſage of 
wi Death 3 whereas this conſideration, though it firs and 
a prepares a Man for Death, it doth no way haſten or 
prelage it. * 
2 3. A great difficulty that ordinarily #ttends our hys 
on mane condition, to think otherwiſe concerning our 
ea F condition than what at preſent we feel and find. We 
<<} ar< now in health, .and we can hardly bring out ſelves 
to think that -4 time muft and will come, wherein we 
ſhall be ſick : We are now in life, and therefore we cari 
hardly caft our thoughts into ſuch a mould to think we 
el} fliall die; and hence it is true, as the common Proverb 
tor #5» That.chere i no Man ſo old, but he think; he ſhall liud 
ith. 4 year longer. | | 

[tis true, this is the way of Mankind to put far from 
ts the evil Day, and the thought of itz but this. our, 
way is our folly, and one of the greateſt, occafiong of 
thoſe. other follies that commonly attend our lives, and 
therefore the great means to cure this folly and to make 
us wiſe, is wiſely to conſider our Latter End. This 
Wiſdom appears in thoſe excellent Effet it produceth 
which are generally theſe two : 1. It teacheth us to 
live well. 2. It teacheth us to die eaſily; 

; I For the former of theſe, the conſideration ofour 
Latter End doth in no ſort make our lives the ſhorter, 
but: it. is. a great, means to wake our lives the better.. 

1. At is a great, monition and: warning of us to avoid 
B 2 Sing 


INC: CW, 7000 


4 Of the Conſideration . 
Sin, and a great means to prevent it. When T ſhall 
conſider that certainly I muft die, and I know not how 
foon, why ſhould 1 commit thoſe things, that if they 
haften not my Latter End, yet they will make it more 
uneaſie and troubleſome by the refle&ion upon what I 
have done amiſs? I may die to morrow ; why ſhould 
1 commit that evil that will then be-gall and bitterneſs 
unto me? would I do it if I were to die to morrow ? 
whiy ſhould F then-do it to day ? perchance it may be 
the laſt Att of iny* Life, and however let me not con- 
clude ſoilt; for, for ought IT know it may be tny con- 
cluding AR in this Scene of my Life. | 

2. It js a greatmotive and means to put us upon the 
beſt and moſt profitable improvement of our time. There 
be' certain civil and natural AAigns of our lives that 
Gd Almighty hath indulged and allowed to us, and 
indeed commanded us with moderation to uſe : As the 
competent” ſupplits of our own Natures with modera- 
rice ind ſobriety; the proviſions for our Families, Re- 


Jations, and Dependances, without covetouſneſs or - 


"anxiety ; the diligent and faithful walking in our Cal- 
Jings, and diſcharge thereof: But there are alſo other 
buſineſſes of greater importance, which yet are attain- 
-able without injuring our ſelves in thoſe common ton- 
*erns of our Lives : namely, our Knowledge of God, 
and of his Will: of the Do&rine of our Redemption 
by Chriſt; ' gur Repentance of Sins paſt 3 8 and 
Xeeping our Peace with God ;z acquainting our ſelves 
*with Him: living to His Glory; walking as in His 
*Preſence; Praying to him; leatning to Depend upon 
Him'; Rejoycing in Him, walking thankful *utito 
Him. Theſe, 'and ſuch like as theſe, are the great'Bu- 
-fineſs and End of'our Lives, for which, we enjoy them 
tn this World;' and theſe fit and prepare vs for that 
, which is to conic : And the cohfideration that our Lives 
*areſhort and uncertain, and'that Death wilt ſobner or 


i 


A £&S — 


of our Latter End. 5 


later come, puts us upon this reſolution and pradtice ts 
do this our great Work while it is called today ; that 
weloiter not away ogg Day,and negle& our Task-and: 
Work while we havE time and opportunity, leſt.the: 
Night overtake us when we cannot work z to gain Oyl 
in our Lamps before. the Door be ſhut; And if Men, 
would wiſely conſider their Latter Ends, they might; 
do this great Buſineſs,thisOne thing neceſſary, with eaſe, 
and quietneſs ; yea, and without any negle& of what 
is neceſſary to be done in order to the common neceſſi-. 
ties of our Lives and Callings. It is not theſe that dif: 
able us and rob us of our time : But the Thieves that 
” rob us of our time, and our One thing neceſſary, are 
> Negligence, exceſs of Pleaſures, immoderate and ex- 
t ceſlive Cares and ſolicitouſneſs for Wealth, and Ho-- 
d nour, and Grandeur; exceſhye cating and drinking, 
e curioſity, idleneſs : Thele are the great conſumptives 
{- & that donot only exhauft that time, that would be with 
e- B infinite .advantage ſpent in our attainment, and per- 
2x = fefting, and finiſhing the great Work and Buſineſs of 
l- BY our Lives; and then when Sickneſs come, and Death 
er | come, and God Almighty calls upon us to give up the 
n- & Account of our Stewardſhip, we are all in confuſion, 
n- & our Buſineſs is not half done, it may be not begun 3; 
zd, B and yet our Lamp is out; our Day is ſpent; night 
on & overtaken us; and what we dos with much trouble,- 
nd &} perplexity, and vexation; and poſſibly our Soul takes 
ves & its flight 'before we can finiſh it.” And all this would, 
His & have been prevented, and remedied , by a due confide- 
ration of our Lattcr End ; and that. would have putus. 
upon' making uſe'of. the preſent time, and preſent op=. 
portunity, to do our great Work while it is called to. 
day, becauſe the night, cometh when no. Man can 
work. : + canta Brentd 
3, Moſtcertainly the wife conſideration of our Lat:. 
ter End, and the employing of ous ſclyes, upon that. 
cron B'3 * Account 
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6 Off the Conſideration 
Aceount- upon that One thing neceffary, renders the 
© the moſt contenting and comfortable life in the World. 
or aza Man, that is a Man af hand in the World, 
hath 8 much more quiet life in orler to Externals, than 


e that is behind-hand ;, fo ſuch a Man, that takes his ' 


opportunity to gain a ſtack of Grace and Fayour with 
God, that hath made his peace with his Maker through 
Chriſt Jeſus, 'hath' done a great part of the chief buſi- 
neſs of his Life, and is ready upon all occaſions, for all 


conditions, whereunto the Divine Providence ſhall af. 


fign him, whether of life or death, or health or fick- 
neſs, qr poyerty or riches ; he is as it were afore-hand 
the buſineſs and concern of his everlaſting, and of 
his preſent ſtate alſo. If God lend him longer life in 
this World, he carries on his great buſineſs to gremer 
degrees of perfeFion, with eaſe, and without difhculty, 
trouble, or perturbation : But if Almighty God cut 
him ſhorter, and calls him to give an account of his 
eagans, he is ready, and his Accounts are fair, 
and his Buſineſs is not now to be gone about; Bleſſed 
7 = Seryant whom hit Maſter when he comes ſhall find 
0 R07Pp. 
'- fb jo thus this Canfideration makes Life better, ſo 
it makes Death eaſie. z 
, 1. By frequent conſideration of Death and diffalu- 
tion, he is ravght not to fear it; he is, as it were, 
acquainted with it afore-hand, by often preparation for 
t.' The fear of Death is more terrible than Death it 
elf; and by frequent conſideration thereof, a Man hath 
learned not to fear it. Eyen Children by'being ac- 
cuſtomed to what was at firft terrible to them, learn 
not to fear. 

2. 'By frequent conſideration of our Latter End, 
Death becomes to be no ſurprize unto us. The great 
terror of Death is when it ſurpriſeth a Man unawares; 
but anticipation and preparationfor it, takes away atiy 


of our. Latter End, 7 
poſſibility of ſurprize upon him that is-prepared tore. 


- ceive it. BFilney the Martyr was uſed, before his Mar- 


tyrdom, to put his Finger in the Candle, that.ſo the 
Flames might be nonovelrty unto him, nor ſurprize. him 
by reaſon of unacquaintedneſs with itz and he that of- 
ten confiders his Latter End, ſeems to experiment 
Death. afore it comes, whereby he is neither ſurpriſed 
nor affrighted with it, when it comes: | 

3. The greateſt ſtingand terror of Death,are the paſt 
and unrepented Sins of the paſt Life ; the refle&tion up- 
en theſe. is that which is the ſtrength, the elixir, the 
venom of Death it ſelf. He therefore that wiſely con- 
fiders his Latter End, takes care to make his peace with 
God in his life time 3 and by true Faith and Repen- 
tance to get his Pardon ſealed; to enter into Covenant 
with his God, and to- keep it ; to husband his time in 
the fear of God; to obſerve his Will, and keep his 
Laws ; to have his Conſcience clean and clear : And 
being thus prepared, the malignity of Death is cured, 
and the bitterneſs of it healed, and the fear of it re- . 
moved : And when a man can entertain it with ſuch an 
Appeal to Almighty God, as once the goo King He- 
zekiah made, in that ſickneſs which was of it ſelf mor- 
tal, Iſa. 38. 3. Remember now, I beſeech thee, O Lord, 
how I bave walked before thee with a perfet# heart, &c. 
it makes as well the thought,as the approach of Death, 
ne terrible buſineſs. 

4. But that which, above all, makes Death eaſie to 
ſuch a conſidering Man, is this: That by the help of 


' this Conſideration, and the due improvement of it, as is 


before ſhewn, Death to ſuch a man becomes nethin 
elſe but a Gate unto a better life : not ſo much a di 
ſolution of his preſent life, as a change of it for a far 
more glorious, happy,and immortal life : So thizt though 
the Body dies, the Man dies not; for the Soul, which 
is indeed the Man, makes but a tranſition from her life 


B 4 in 


Of the Conſideration. 


in the Body, toa life in Heaven ;-no-moment inter- 
venes between! the putting off the one, to the putting 


gn the other : And this is the great Priviledge, that the 
Son of God hath given us, that by His death hath ſan-! 
ified it unto us, and by bis life hath conquered it,not 
only in Himſelf, but for us z 1 Cor: x5. 57. Thanks be 
wito God, who bath given us the Viftory, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord; and owr Vidory,that is thus given us,is 
this; 1. That the ſting of death is taken away ; and 
2, That this yery death it ſelf is rendred to us a Gate 
and Paſſage to |.tl Eternal; and upon this account it 
can jneither hurt, nor may juſtly aftright us. It is re- 
ported of the Adder that when ſhe is old, ſhe glides 
through ſome trait paſſage and leaves her old Skin in 
the paſſage,and thereby renews her vigour and her life. 
It is true; this paſſage through deathis ſomewhat ſtrait, 
and uneaſfic to the Body, which, like the decay*d Skin of 

e Adder, is left by the way, and not without ſome 
pain, and difficulty to it : But the Soul paſſeth through 
- without any harm, and without any expence of time, 
* and 1n' the next moment acquires her eſtate of [Immor- 
tality and Happineſs, Ang this is the ViRtory over 
Neath, that all thoſe have, that by true Repentance 
pon Faith are partakers of Chriſt and the benefits of 

is Death and Reſurre&ion, who hath brought Life 
and Immortality to light by the Goſpel. 

And now having gone through the benefits of this 
' wile Conlideration of our Latter Ends, 1 ſhall now add 
ſome. Cantioxs that are neceſſary to be annexed to this 
Conſideration : We are to know,that although Death 
be thus ſybdued and rendred rather a benefit than a ter- 
xor to good Men, yet, 

I, Neath 14 n0t to be wiſhed or defred,though it be an 
objec not to be feared, it is a thing not to be coveted; 
for certainly life is the greateſt temporal bleſſing in this 
World. It was the , not the virtue, of that ex- 
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ceflent Prophet El;jah, that defired to die, becauſe he 
thought himſelf only left ofthe true Worſhippers of 
God, 1 Kings,19.4. We are all placed in this World 
by Almighty God, and a talentof Life is delivered 
to us, and we are commanded to improve it z' 4 task is 
ſet every one of us in this liſe'by the Great Maſter of 
the Family of -Heaven and Earth; and we are requi- 
red with patience, and obedience, and faithfulneſs, to 
perform our 'T ack, and not to beweary of our Work, 
nor wiſh our day at an end before its time. When 
our Lord calls us, it is our duty with co and 
chearfulneſs to obey his Call; but until He callyit is 
our duty, with patience, and contentedneſs, to per- 
form our Task, to be doing of our Work. And in- 
deed in this life our Lord has delivered us ſeveral 
Tasks of great importance to do; as namely, T.' To 
improve our Graces and Virtues, our Knowledge and 
Faith, and thoſe Works of Piety and Goodnets that 
he requires: The better and cloſer we follow that: 
bufinels here, the greater will be our Reward and” 
improvement of Glory hereafter : And therefore ag 
we myſt, with all readineſs, give* over our Work: 
when our Maſter calls us; ſo we muſt with all dili- 
gence and perſeverance, continue our Employment out 
till He calls us; and with all thankfulneſs unto God 
entertain and rejoice in that portion of life he lends 
us; becauſe we have thereby an opportunity of doing 


our Maſter the more ſervice, and of improving the de- 


grees of our own Glory and Happineſs. 2. And'be- 
fides the former, he hath alſo ſet us another Task'$ 
namely, to ſerve our Generation; to give an example 
of Virtue and Goodneſs ; to encourage others in the 
ways of Virtue and Goodneſs; to provide for our Fa- 
milies and Relations; to do all good Offices of Ju- 
ſtice, Righteouſneſs, Liberality, Charity to others. 
chearfully and induſtriouſly to follow our Callings*and 
| Em- 


Employments z and infinite more as well Natural, 
Civil, Moral Employments, which though of a lower 
i in reſpeR of our ſelyes, yet are of greater 
uſe and moment in _reſpe&t of others; and are as 
well as the former required of us, and part of the 
task that our great Lord requires of us, and for 
the ſake of which he alſo beftows many Talents upon 
us to be'thus improved in this life, and for which 
we. muſt alſo at the end of our day give our Lord 
an account; and therefore for the fake of this alſo 
we-are to be thankful for our life, and not be 
defirous to leave our Poſt; our Station , eur Buſi- 
* neſs, our Life, till our Lord call us to himſelf in 
the ordinary way of his Providence; for he is the 
only Lord of our lives, and we are not the Lords of 
our own lives, 

'2. A ſecond Caution is this : That as the Buſineſs, 
and Employments, and Concerns of our Liſe muft 
not eftrange us from the thoughts of Death, ſo a- 
gain we: muſt be careful that the over-much thought 
of Death do not fo much pofſeſs our thoughts as 
to make us forget the concerns of our Life, nor ne- 
gle&t the Buſineſs which that portion of time is al 
lowed us for : As, the buſinets of fitting our Souls 
for. Heaven; the buſineſſes of our Callings, Relati- 
ons, Places, Stations:: Nay the comfortable, thank- 
ful, ſober enjoyments of thoſe honeſt lawful com- 
| forts of our Life that God' tends us; fo as it be 

done with great ſobriety, mederation, as in the pre- 

ſence 'of God, and: with much thankfulneſs to him ; 
for this is part of that very- Duty we owe to God 
for thoſe very external comforts and bleſſings we 
enjoy- Dent. 28. 47. A wiſe and due conſideration 
of our Latter Ends is neither to "render us a fad, 
melancholy , diſconfolate People ; nor to render us 
unfit* for the buſineſſes and offices of our Life 3 but 
to 


IQ 
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to render us more watchful, v , induftrious, ſo. 
berly chearful-and thankful to bs hath been 
pleaſed thus to make our lives ſerviceable to Him, * 
comfortable to us, profitable to others, and after all 
this to take away the bitterneſs and ſting of Death 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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And the Fear of GOD, 
That that is true Wiſdom. 


JOB xxvii. 28. 


And to Man he ſaid, Behold, the Fear of the © 
” Loyd that is Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil 
is Underſtanding. 


HE great preheminence that Man hath over 

Beaſts is his Reaſon ; and the great prehe- 

minence that one Man hath over another is 

Wiſdom ; 'though all Men have ordinarily the 
priviledge of Reaſon; yet all Men have not the habit of 
Wiſdom. The greateſt commendation that we can 0- 
dinatily give a Man is,that he is a wiſe Man ; and the 
great reproach that can be to a Man , and that which 
is work reſented, is to be called or eſteemed a Fool ; 
and yet as much as the reputation of Wiſdom is va- 
lued, and the reputation of folly is reſented, the ge- 
nerality of Mankind are in truth very Fools, and make 
it the great part of their buſineſs to be ſoz and ma» 
ny that pretend to ſeck afrer Wiſdom, do either mi- 
ſtake the thing, or miſtake the way to attain it z com- 


menly thoſe that are the greateſt pretenders to Wiſe yi 
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and the ſearch after it, place it in ſome little narrow 
concern;but plare it not in its true latitude comitienſu- 
rate to the nature of Mankind : And hence it is that 
one efteems it the only Wiſdom to be a wiſe Politici 
br Stateſman ; 'another, to be a wiſe and knowing 
turalift; anorher,to be a wiſe acquirer of Wealth,and 
the like ; and all theſe are Wiſdoms in their kind; and 
the World perchance would be much better thag it is, 
if theſe kind of Wiſdoms were more in faſhjon then 
they are; Byt yet theſe ate but partial W:ſdoms, the 
Wiſdom that'is moſt worth'the ſctking and finding, is 
that whichrenders a Man a Wiſe Max... 
' This. excelleht'Man Fob, after a _ (in 
the ſpeech of this Chapter ) after Wiſdom what it is, 
where to be found, dothat length make thele two Car- 
Claſions, 43%; 3. That the true Root of Wiſdom, ' and 
that therefore beſt knew where it was.to be found; and 
how to be attained,is certainly none other but Almigh- 
ty God, verſ. 2.3. God andeyſtandeththe way thereof, and 
knoweth the "place thereof : And, 2. As he alone 'beſt 
knew it, ſo he beſt knew how t6 preſcribe unto Man- 
kind the tieans arid method toattain it. To Aden he 
Jaid, to fear God that is Wiſdow ; that is, it is the pro- 
per and adequate Wiſdom fotable to humane Nature, 
and to the condition of Mankind': And we need not 
doubt but it is ſo, becauſe he that beſt knew what was 
the beſt rule of Wiſdom, preſcribed it to Man, his beft 
of viſible Creatures, whom we have juſt reaſon to be- 
lieve he would not deceive with. a'falſe or deficient rule 
of Wiſdom 3 fince as Wiſdom is the beautyand gl 
of Man, ſo 'Wiſdom'in Man fets forth the Glory, and 
Excellency, and ' Goodneſs of God. And confonant 
to this David a wiſe King, and Solomarn the wileft of 


"Men, affirm'the fame 'truth 5 Pal. 111. 10: The Fear 


of the Lord 3s the begining of Wiſdom ;, a 2ood under - 
anding havt they that do bi: Commandments, Prov, _ 


kay *ear of the I Rae — b 
Fear of t i the beginnsn | $ but 
Fools PY, Wiſdom and Infoultion : and 9, 10. The 
Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom; and the 
knowledge of the Holy is Under ſtanding. And when the 
Wiſe Man had run all his long trayel of Experiments 
to_attain that which might be that good for the Chil- 
dren of Men, in the end of his tedious chace and pur- 
ſuit, he cloſeth up all with this very ſame concluſion ; 
Ecel L, 12413. Let us bear the concluſion of the whole 
matter, Far God and keep his Commandments for this it 
the whole- Duty of fan; and he gives a ſhort, but cffe- 
Atual Reaſon 0 it, pal God ſhall bring every Wk into 
judement,. with every ſecret: thing, whether #t be good, or 
whether it be evil. ye why is that thi- Wile Man, 
who had the greateſt meaſyre of Wiſdam of any meer 
Maa ſince the Creation of Adam; that had as great ex- 
perience and knowledge of all things and perſons ; that 
made ithis buſineſs to ſearch and to enquire, not only 
into Wiſdom, but into Madneſs and: Folly ; that had 
the greateſt opportunity of wealth and power to make 
| the.exatteſt enquiry therein; this wiſe, and Rue, 
and experienced Man, in all his Writings, ſiles the 
Man, fearing God and obeying him; the only Wile 
Man z.and the Perſon that negleQts this Duty, the only 
fool and mad man... 

And yet.it is ftrange to ſee how little this is thought of 
or belzeved in the World: Nay, for the moſt part he is 
thought the wiſeſt Man who hath the leaſt of this prin- 
ciple of Wiſdom appearing in him ; that ſhakes off the 
fear of God, or the ſenſe of his Preſence, or the obe- 
dience to his Will, and the diſcipline of Conſcience, 
and by craft, or ſubtilty, ot power, or oppreſſion, or 
by whatſoever method may be moſt conducible, purſues 
his ends of profit, or power, or pleaſure, or what elſe 
his own vain thoughts and the miſtaken eſtimate of the 
generality of Men rendet deſirable in this World AM 


: 
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the Fear of God. T 


on the other fide, che that: governs himſelf, his life, his 
"Onan words," ations, ends, ' and purpoſes, with 
the 


r of Almighty God, with ſenſe and awe of his 
Preſence, according to his Word,that drives at anobler 
End than ordinarily the World thinks of ;' namely, 
Peace with Ry God, and with his own Heart 
and Conſcience, the hope and expeRation of Eternity, 
ſuch a Man is counted a ſhallow, empty, inconſiderate, 
fooliſh Man ; one that carries no ftroak in the World ; 


a Man laden with a melancholy deluſion, ſetting a great 


rate upon a World he ſees not, and negle&ing the op» 
portunities of the World he ſees. 

But upon a found and true Examination of this Bui. 
neſs, we ſhall find that the Man that feareth God is the 
wiſeft Man, *and he that upon that account departs 
from evil, is the Man of greateſt underſtanding. I ſhall 
ſhew therefore theſe two things; ' 1. What it isto'fear 
God; 2. That this fear of God is moſt demonſtratively 
the beſt Wiſdom of Mankind, and makes a Man truly 
and really a wiſe Man. 

I. Touching the firſt of theſe, Fear is an AﬀeQion of 
the Soul that is as much diverfified as any one affeQtion 
whatſoever; which diverſification of this affeftion ari. 
ſeth from the diverſification of thoſe ObjeRts by which 
this affeftion is moved, I ſhall mention theſe four : 

” 1. Fearof Deſpondency or Deſperation; which ariſeth 
from the fear of ſome great and important danger that 
is unavoidable, or at leaſt ſo apprehended, and this is 


not the Fear that is here commended to Mankind. 


2. Fear of Terror or Aﬀerightment ; which is uponthe 
ſenſe of ſome great important danger, that though pol. 
ſibly it may be avoided, yet it carries with it a greas 
probability and immediate impendency ; as the fear of 
Mariners in a torm) or a fear that befalls a Man in ſome 
time or place of great confuſion or viſible calamity. 


And this kind of Fear of Almighty God is ſometimes 


effettual 


x6 Of Wiſadans and 
. effeauiliand uſcful to bring mento Repentance after 
ſome great diſpleaſure of, Almighty. God: by Sin or 
Ar ; but this is not that Fear that is here; at leaſt 
imarily- and principally meant, but theſe two that 
Df | 


3: AFear of Reverence or Awfulneſs, and this Fear 
is raiſed principally upon the ſenſe of ſome ObjeRt full 
of Glory, Majeſty, Greatneſs, though' poſſibly there is 
nocauſe-of'expeRting any hurt from the perſon or thing 
thus feared. Thus a'Subje&t hears a reverential Fear to 
his Prince,from the Senſe of his Majeſty and Grandeur; 
and thus much more the Majeſty and greatneſs of AL 
mighty Godexcites Reverence and Awfulnefs; though 
there [were no other ingredicht into that Fear. Jer.s; 
21.'/Wil; ye not fear me, ſeth the Lord? Will ye not 
trewble at my Preſence ?; &c. . Jer. 1 0::7. Who would 
notfear thee, O King of Nations? 

4A Fear of Cautioz or Watchfulneſs: This is that 
which the Wiſe Man commends, Prov, 28. 14. Bleſſed 
3s the Man that feareth always. And this fear of Cau- 
tion isa due care and-vigilancy not to difpleafe that 
Perſon. from whom we enjoy or hopefor good; the 
fear of a Benefator, or of that Perſon from whom we 
mayz-upon ſome juſt cauſe or demerit, expe an evil; 
as: the fear of a juſt and Righteous Judg, - And theſe 
two. latter kinds of Fear, namely, the Fear of Reve- 
rence,-and. the Fear of Caution, are thoſe that are the 
principal Ingredients conſtituting this Fear of God that 
theſe excellent Men commend to us as true Wiſdom. 

Now this Fear of God arsſeth fromthoſe right and true 
apprehenſions concerning Almighty God, that do with 
a kind of'coo-naturality and ſuitableneſs excite both 
theſe two kinds of Fear; and thoſe ſeem to be priuci- 
pally theſe three. _. 3. 85 LLEEY 
. 1, Atrue and deep ſence of the Being of God, name- 
ly, That there is a moſt execlicnt and perfet rings 
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which 'we call God, the'only true God, the Maker of 
all -things : bat this is not enough to conſtitute this 
Feat,for Eplexrus and Lucian did believe that there was 
a God, yet were without the Fear of him. = 
2.” A true and deep ſenſe, knowledge, and cbn{ide- 
ration ofthe Artribute of God. And although all the 
Atttibutes of God are but ſomany Expreſſions and De- 
clarations of his PerfeRion and Excellency,and thereof 
all fofitribute to/advance and improve this Feat,eſpeci- 
ally of Reverence; yet there be ſome Attributes that 
ſeem int a more ſpecial manner to excite and raile this 
affetion of Fear,' as well the Fear of Reverence, as 
that of Caution and s oe z as namely; 1. The 
Majeſty and Glory of God, at which the very Angels of 
Heaven,that are confirmed in an unchangeable eftate of 
happineſs, carry an inward,and expreſs an outward re- - 
yerence. 2, But Majeſty and Glory without Powet is 
not perfe& ; therefore the ſenſe and knowledge of the 
Almighty ' Power of Gods a great object of our Fear : 
He doth whatſoever hepleaſeth,all things had their Be- 
ing from him, and have their dependence - on him, 
3. The deep Knowledge of the Goodneſs of God, and 
that Goodneſs not only Immanent in himfelf, but Emia- 
nent and Communicative : and from this diffuſtye: and 
communicative Goodneſs of God all things had their 
attual. Being, and from him they do enjoy it, And 
both theſe Goodnefſes of God, the Immanent and 
Emanent Goodneſles are the nobleſt extiters of the no- 
bleſt Fear, a Fear ſptinging from Love, and that Loye 
fixing upon the Immanent Goodnefs of God which'is 
altogether lovely and perfet, and alſo upon the Ema- 
nent and Communicative Goodnefs of God, as he'is 
our Benefaor ; and wherever thefe is this Love, thers 
is the Feat both of Reyerence and Caution: We cats 
tot chooſe but honor and reverence, atid be caref:1l to 
obſetveand pleaſe _—_— we thus loye; the —_ 
ik 


18 Of Wiſdom «nd 
ſick nature- of that which we love for its own worth 
and perfetion binds us by a kind of natural bond or 
reſult to reverence and honour; and the extrinſick ema- 
nation of that goodneſs to us, binds us toreverence and 
eſteem, and honour it as our BenefaQor by a double 
bond, wiz. firft, of Gratitude or Beneyolence to him 
that Communicates this good ; ſecondly by a bond of 
prnonce and ſelf-preſervation not to diſoblige him 
rom whom we have our good,and upen whom we have 
our dependence,left a difobligation ſhould occaſion his 
ſubſtra&ion or abatement of that good from us. Where. 
ſever there is dependence, as. there muſt be natural 
foye to -that upon which is our dependence, fo.there 
muſt be. neceffarily a Fear both of Reyerence and Cay- 
tion, even upon principles of ſelf-loye, if there were 
nothing elſe to command it. 4- A deep ſenſe, know- 
ledg and conſideration of the Divine Onniſcience, If 
there were all the other Motives of Fear imaginable,yet 
if this were wanting, the fear of God would be in a 
great meaſure abated; for what availeth reverence or 
caution, if he to whom it is intended do not know it ? 
And what damage can be ſuſtained by a negle& or omil- 
fion of that Fear, if God Almighty know it not ? The 
want of this Conſideration hath made even thoſe Athe- 
ifts that yet acknowledged a God ; ſuch were Epicyrus, 
'Diagoras, Lucretins, Lucian and others among the Phi. 
loſophers; and ſuch was Elphaz his Oppreſſor, Fob.22. 
113. How doth God kyow ? and can he judg through the 
thick Cloud? or David's Fool, Pſal, 94.7. The Lord 
(ball not ſee , neither ſhall the God of Jacob regard. But 
the Allknowing God ſearcheth the very Thoughts,and 
knows the Heart, and all the Afions of our lives; Net 
& word in oxy tongue but he heareth it , and knows ont 
bts afar off. 5.. A Ceep ſenſe of the Holineſs and 
Purity of God,which muſt needs cauſe in hifh an averſe- 
neſs unto and abhorrence of whatfoeyer is finſul or im 
pur 
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pure. Laſtly, The ſence of the Zuftice of Godz*not 
only an inherent Juſtice, which is the re&itude of his 
nature; but a travfient or diſtributive Juſtice,that will 
moſt certainly diſtribute rewards to obedience, obſer. 
- vance, and the Fear ef his Name, but puniſhments to 
p the diſobedient and thoſe that have no Fear of him be- 
f fore their Eyes. The deep conſideration and ſenſe of 
a ff theſe Attributes of the Divine Perfeftion muſt needs 
© i excite both the Fear of Reverence, and the Fear of Cau- 
s WF tion, or fear of offending either by commiſſion of what 
- BY may diſpleaſe God, orof omitting of what is pleaſing 
to NIM. 
'E 3. Bur although this knowledg of Almighty God 
i W and his Attributes , may juſtly excite a Fear both of 
'© Y Reverence and Caution z yet without the knowledg of 
N- B ſomething elſe that Fear will be extravagant and ditor- 
derly, and ſometimes begets Superſtition or ſtrange ex. 
orbitancy in this Fear, or in the expreſſions of it,and a 
12 Y want of regularity ofduty or obedience; if a Man 
or F know that Almighty God is juſt, and will reward obe- 
dience and puniſh diſobedience; yet if he knows not 
what he will have done or omitted, he will indeed fear 
he to diſpleafe.him, but he will not know how td pleaſe,or 
he- | to obey him: therefore beſides the former there muſt be 
no 2 Knowledge of the Will or Law of Godin things to be 
hi-F done or omitted. This Law of God hath a double In- 
22. ſcription; 1.in Nature, and that is again two-fold; 
theY firſt; The natural rudiments or Morality and Piety writ- 
or0Þ tenin the Heart : Secondly,Such asare deducible by the 
But exerciſe of Natural reaſon and light ;for even from the 
notion of God there do reſult certain conſequences of 
Natural Piety and Religion, as that he.is tobe prayed 
| unto, to be praiſed, that he is to be imitated as far forth 

ne as is poſſible by us; therefore as he is holy, beneficent, 
erſe 2009. merciful, ſs muſt we be. 2. But we have a 
ris more excellent Tranſcript of the Divine Will, namely 
4 Bs C 2 the 


20 Of Wiſdom and 
\ the Holy Scriptures : which therefore a Man that ſeary 
God will tudy, obſerve, and praftice, as being the beſt 
Rule how to obey him. And the veryfcar of God ariſing 
upon the ſenfe of his Being and Attributes will make 
that Man very fſolicious to know the Will of God, and 
how he will be worſhipped and ſerved, and what he 
woyld have to be done or not to be done: And there- 
fote fince the glorious God hath ſo far condeſcended,as 
by his Providence to ſend us a Tranſcript of his Mind, 
and Will,and Law,he will be very thankful for it, very 
ſtudious of it, much delighted in it, very curious to 
obſerve it, becauſe it is the Rule and DireAion how he 
may obey, and conſequently, pleaſe that great God 
whom he fears; this Word he believes and prizes as his 
_ great Charter z and in this Word he finds much to ex- 
cite arid regulate and dire& his Fear of God : He. ſees 
Examples of the Divine Juſtice againſt the Offenders of 
his Law, of the Divine Bounty in rewarding the obe- 
dience to it ; Threathings on one Hand,Promiles on the 
other, Greater manifeſtations of the Divine Goodneſs 
in the Redemption of Mankind by Chriſt Jefus, and 
therefore greater obligations as well to fear as to love 
ſuch a Benefadtor, 

IT. And thus far of the kinds of the Fear of God, 
and of the Cavſes or Objeds exciting it : Now let us 
fee how it doth appear that this Fearing Man is the 
Wiſe Man,and how the Fear of God dilcovers it ſelf to 
be the trne,and beſt, and only Wiſdom ; which will appear 
in theſe patticular Conſiderations following. 

t. Many learned Men conſidering that great ſimili- 
tude and image of Ratiocination, in ſome Brutes eſpe- 
- cially, have therefore declined to define a Man by his 
Reaſon, becauſe of that analogical ratiocination which 
they find in Brutes, but define a Man by his Religion, 
Homo eſt animal religioſum ; becauſe in this they find no 
communication or ſimilitude of natures and operations 
detweed 
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between Men and brute Beaſts *For Man is the only vi. 


ſible Creature. that expreſſeth any inclination to Reli- 
gion or the ſenſe of a Deity, or any exerciſe of it. I do 


not ſtand to juſtifie this oo all particulars,only 


theſe things are moſt certai at only the Humane 
Nature ſcems to have anyWle or impreſſion of any 
regular Religion upon it. 2. That the ſenſe of 4 Dei- 
ty and Religion reſulting ſromit, is the great enno- 
blins, and advance,and perfe@ion of the Humane Na- 
ture ; /3. That take away the Fear of God,all ſenſe and 
uſe of Religion falls to the ground. Sp that the Fear of 
God is the great Foundation of Religion, and conſe- 
quently the great ennobling and Advance of Humane 
Nature; that ſeems almoſt as great 2 prelation of a 
Man -truly religious above an irreligiouys Man, as to 
operation and ule, as there is between an irreligious 
Man and a Brute. As Religion advanceth, fo Irreligi- 
on embaſeth the humane Nature, | 
* 2. Fuſticeis of two kinds z Diſtributive, which is 
the juſtice of a Magiſtrate orJudg,diftributingRewards 
and Puniſhments, favour and diſpleaſure, and due re- 
tribution to every Man according to the merits of his 
Cauſe. 2. Commutative, which is in all Civil con- 
trafts and dealings berween Perſons, as dealing ha- 
neſtly, keeping promiſes, and EY 
ty,” and truth, in a'l a Man fayeth, or doeth : and 
both theſe kinds of Juſtice are effes of excellent 
Wiſdom; without theſe, States and Societies , 'and 
Perfons fall into diſorder, confuſion, and diffolution : 
and therefore thoſe very men that have not this Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs, yet honour and value thoſe that 
have it, and uſe it. And the Fear of Almighty God 
is thatwhich begetteth and improveth both theſe kinds 
of Juſtice. Hence it was that Moſes, in his choice of 
Judges, dire&s that they ſhould be Mer fearing God, 
and hating covetouſneſs » ſeheſhaphat, in his —_—— 
3 is 
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his Judges, thought this the beſt expedient to contain 


them within the bounds of Juſtice, to put them in re- 
membrance before whom, and for whom, they are to 
judge. And the very Heathens themſelves were ſome 
of them uſed to ſet: ty Chair in the place of Ju- 
dicature, as an Emb f the Preſence of God, the 
inyiſible, and yet all ſeeing God, as preſent in the 
Courts of Juſtice, obſerving all the Judges do ; and 
this they-eſteemed an excellent means to keep Judges to 
_ their Duty, by repreſenting to them the Glorious God 

beholding them. And as thus in diftributive Juſtice, 
the Fear of God isa great means to keep and iumproye 
it ; ſo in commutative Juſtice, the Fear of God gives a 
ſecret, and pcwerful Law to a Man to keep and ob» 
ſerve it. And hence it is that Feſeph could give no 
greater aſſurance to his Brethren, of his juſt dealing 
with them than this ; Gen. 4.2. 18. This de, for Ifear 
God: and on the other ſide Abraham could have no 
greater cauſe of ſuſpicion of ill and unjuſt dealing from 
the People with whom he converſed,than this,that they 
- wanted the fear of God, Gen.20. 11. Betauſe 1 thought 
the Fear of God was not in this place, &c. Theſenſe of 
the Greatneſs, and Majeſty, and Power, and Juſtice, 
and all-ſeeing Preſence and Command of Almighty 
God lays a greater obligation and pn_— upon a 
Heart-fearing God todeal juſtly and honeſtly, than all 
the terrors of Death it ſelf can do. 

And if any one ſay, How came it topals that the 
Heathen that knew not, and thexefore feared not the 
true -God, were yet great afſertors,maintainers, and 
praQiſers of all Civil Juſtice andRighteouſneſs between 
Man and Man? I fay, though they knew not the true 
God, they knew there was a God, whom (though ig- 
vx £ oe feared : And this imperfe& and broken 
Fear. of God was the 'true cauſe of that Juſtice and 
Righteouſneſs that was ſincerely, and not for oltentas, 
tion, 
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tionpraQiſed among.thenzand though they miſtook th 
true God,yet in this they were not miſtaken that there 
was a God z and this Truth had that great prevalence 
upon them to dojuſtly : And if that imperfe& Fear'of 
God in: them did ſo much prevail as to make them fo 
juſt, how much more muſt the true knowledg and the 
fear- of the true God prevail to advance Righteouſneſs 
and Juſtice in themthat have that Fear of God in their 
Hearts ?. 
3-It isa great part of Wiſdom that concerns a Pex- 
ſon 1n the exerciſe of the Duties of his Relations, and in- 
decd it is a great part of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs 
Now the Fear of Almighty God hath theſe two great 
advantages therein. Firſt, The Will of God inftruas 
exatly all Relations in their Duties of thſe reciprocal 
Relations; and this' Will of God is revealed in his 
Word, which contains excellent Precepts of all kinds, 
ſuitable to eyery ſeveral Relation. Secondly, The Fear 
of God ſets theſe DireRions cloſe upon the Heart, and 
is a ſevere and conſtant obligation to obſerve them : 
Andſo this Fear of God doth effetually fit, habituate, 
guide,and oblige a Man to the Duties of his ſeveral Re- 
lations : It makes a good Magiſtrate,a good Subje ; a 
good Husband, a good Wife; a good Father, a good 
Child ;a good Maſter, a good Servant in all thoſe ſe- 
veral kinds of goodneſs thatare peculiar and proper to 
the ſeveral Relations wherein a Man ſtands. 
4+ Sincerity, Uprightneſs, Integrity, and Honeſty, are 
certainly true and real Wiſdom. Let any Man obſerve 
it were he will,an Hypocrite, or Diſſembler,or double- 
hearted Man, though he may ſhuffle it out for a while, 
yet at the long run, he is diſcovered, and diſappointed, 
and betrays very much folly at the latter end ; whena 
plain, fincere, honeſt Man holds it out to the very laſt ; 
ſo that the Proverb is moſt true, that Honeſty is the beſt 
Polic y.N ow the great Priviledg of the Fear of Gods , 
C 4 that. 
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that it makes theHeartſincere an&upright,and:that will 
certainly make the words and aCtions 10; For he is un- 
der'the ſenſe of the inſpeRion -arid animadverſion of 
that God that ſearches the Heatt; and therefore he 
.Gares not lic,nor difſemble,nor flatter, nor-prevaricate; 
- becauſe he knqws the pure, all-feeing righteous God, 
that loyes rank and integrity,and hates lying and diſſi- 
mulation, beholds and ſees and obſerves him,and knows 


glory, and oftentation,and reputation, and deſigns 'and 

.eþds may many times render the outward aftions ſpeci. 
ous and fair, when the Heart runs quite another way; 
and accordingly would frame the ations, if thoſe ends 
and deſigns, and vain-glory and oftentation were not in 
the way; butthe Fear of God begins with the Heart, 
and  purifies and reRibes it; and from the Heart thus 
reaified grows a conformity in the Life,the Words, the 
Attians. 

5- The great Occaſion and Reaſon of the folly. of 
Aftankind are, 1. The unrulineſs and want of Govern- 
ment of the ſenſual appetite or Luſfts : Hence grows in- 
temperance and-cxcelis in eating and drinking,unlawful 
and exorbitant luſts; and theſe exhauſt the Eſtate,waſte 
and conſume the Health, embaſe and impovecriſhtke 
Mind, deftroy the Reputation, and render Men unfit 
for Induſtry and Buſineſs. 2. The exorbitancy, and un- 
rulineſs, and irregularity of the Paſſions; as exceſſive 
love of things that are ceithcrnot lovely,or not deſerving 
ſo much. love; exceſs of anger, which oftentimes dege- 
nerates 'into malice and revenge z excels of joy in light, 
trivial, incopſiderable matters, exceſs of Fear, where 
either no cauſe of fear, or not caule of ſo much fear is: 
And theſe exorbitances of Paſſions betray the ſuccours 
of Reaſon, break out into very fooliſh, vain,imprudent: 
A&ions,and fill the World with much of that folly and: 
diſorder that is every where abſervable. 2. Thoſe. 
Ciſcaſes 


his thoughts, words and a&tions. It is true, that vain. 
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diſcaſes and diſtempersof the Mind,as pride,vain-glory 


' ambition of honour, and place, and power; inſolency, 


arrogancy,.envy, covetoulſnels, and the like; theſe, -1 
ſay, are fo many Sicknefles, and Cankers, and frotren 
Ulcers in the Mind; and-as they, like the Furies that 
were let looſe our of Pandora's Box, do raiſemoſt of 
thoſe ſtorms and tempeſts that are abroad in theWorld, 
ſo they diſcaſe and diforder,and beſet the Mind where- 
in they are, and make their lives a torment ts them« 
ſelves; and put them upon very fooliſh, vain and fran- 
tique ations and deportments; and render Men perfect 

Fools, Mad-men, and without underſtanding; / and 
their folly is ſo much the greater and the moreincura- 

ble, that like ſome kind of frantique Men they think 

very goodly of themſelves, think themſelves paſſing 
wiſe Men, and applaud themſelyes; though it is moſt 

apparent to any indifferent by-ſtander, that there are 

not a ſort of vainer fooliſh Perſons under Heaven.Now 

as we are truly told that the firſt degree and ſtep of 

Wiſdom is to put offfolly, 


wpm—Sapentia prima eft , 
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foit is the method of the Fear of God, the beginning 
of al| true Wiſdom, to disburthen a Man of theſe Oct 
ginals and foundations of folly : It gives a Law to the 
Senſitive Appetite,brings it in-ſubjection,keeps it with- 
in the limits and bounds of Reaſon, and of thoſe in- 
firuions and direfions that the Wiſe God hath pre- 
ſcribed ; It keeps it under diſcipline and rule: It dires 
the Paſhons to their proper objeas, and keeps them 
within their due meaſyres, and within the due lines 
and limits of moderation, and as becomes a Man that 
lives in theſight and obſervationof the God of Glory, 
Majeſty, and Holineſs : It cures thoſe diſeaſes and di. - 

ſtempers 
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pers of the Mind by the. e of this Pre- 
nas oe and Cathartih, ns of God Pris 
or Fain gloy begins to bud in the Sonl, he conſfiders- 
that the he fears reſiſts the proud ; This Fear puts 
a Man in reinembrance of the glorious Majeſty of the 
moſt glorious God ; and what is a poor Worm, that 
he ſhould be proud or vain-glorious in the preſence and 
fight of that mighty God ? If Ambition or Covetouſneſ: 
begin to appear,this Fear of God preſently remembers 
a 'Manthat the mighty Godjhath prohibited them ; that 
he hathpreſented unto us things of greater moment for 
our deſires than worldly wealth, or honour; that we 
are all of his houſhold, and muſt content our ſelves 
with that portion he allots us, ' without preſſing beyond 
the meaſure of ſobriety or dependence upon,or ſubmiſ- 
fion unto him : If Revenge ſtir in our Hearts, this Fear 
of God checks it, tells a Man that he uſurps God's 
Prerogative;who hath reſerved vengeance to himſelf as 
part of his own Sovereignty : If that vermin Envy be- 
gins to live and crawl in our Hearts, this Fear of God 
cruſheth is by remembring us that theMighty God pro- 
hibits it, that he is the SoveraignLord and Diſpenſer of Ill g3 
all things; if he hath given me little, I ought to be I th 
contented ; if he hath given another more, yet why © an 
ſhould my Eye|be evil becauſe his Eye is good ? Thus I la 
the Fear of the Lord walks through the Soul,and pulls © thi 
up thoſe weeds and roots of bitterneſs and folly that I ful 
infe&; diſquiet, diſorder and befool it. no! 
6. Another great cauſe of folly in the World is /z- ſen 
advertence,Inconſiderateneſs, Precipitancy, and over-kafti- 
neſs in ſpeeches-or ations. If Men had but the pati- 
ence many times to pauſe but ſo long in aftions and 
ſpeeches of moment as might ſerve to repeat but the 
Creed or Lord's Prayer , many follies in the World Fonl 
would be avoided thatdo very much miſchief;both to WF 
the Parties themſelyes and others ; And therefore inad- 
| yertence 
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in them is of greater moment. the Fear of the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth,being a&ually preſent upon 
zt & the Soul, and exerting it ſelf, is the greateſt motive and 
d I. obligatiog in the World to conſideration and attention 
iſ: W touching things.ts be done or ſaid, When a Man is to 
rs © do any thing,or ſpeak in the preſence ofa great earthly 
at W Prince, the very awe and fear of that Prince will give 
or Bl any Man very much conſideration touching what he 
16 8 faith or doth,eſpecially to ſee that it be conformable to 
cs & thoſe Laws and Edids that this Prince hath made. Now 
id the great God of Heaven and Earth hath, in his Holy 
f- WY Word, given.us Laws and Rules touching our words | 
ar © and. ations; and what we are to ſay or do, is to be | 
Ps Ef faid or done inno leſs a preſence than the preſence of 
as fl the eyer-glorious God, who ftriatly eyes and obſerves 
e- © every Man in the World, with the very ſame adver. 
>d I tance;as if there were nothing elſe for him to obſerve : 
o- © And certainly there cannot be imagined a greater en- 
of © gagement to adyertence,and attention,and conſideration 
be than this: And therefore if the ation or ſpeech be of 
hy © any moment,a Man that fears God will conſider, 1.1s this 
us Bf lawful to be done or not? if it be not, howſhallI do 
lls E this great evil and fin againſt God ? 2. Butifitbelaw- 
at Wful, yet is it fit? is it convenient ? is it ſeaſonable ? if 
not, then I will notdo it, for it becomes not that Pre- 
ſence before whom 1 live, 3. Again, if the thing be 
lawful and fit, yet I will conſider how it is tobe done, 
what are the moſt ſuitable circumſtances to the honoux 
and good pleaſure of that great God before whom I 
Rand, And this advertence and conſideration doth not 
dnly qualifie my actions and words with wiſdom and 
prudence, i1contemplation of the duty I owe to God'z 
Wout it gives an excellent opportunity very many _ 
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by giying pauſe anddeliberation in reference tomy du! 

- God, to diſcover many humane ingredients of 

idomand Prudence requiſite to the choice ofations 
and words, and the manner of doing them : So that 
beſides the greater advantage of conſideration and ad. | 
yertence;” in relation to almighty God, it doth ſuper. iſ 
add this advantage affo for opportunity thereby of hu- | 
mene prudential conſiderations, which otherwiſe by 
haſte and precipitance in aftions or words would be 
loſt;and it habituatrs the mind to a temper of caution, 


< 
and advertence, and conſideration in matters as well of iſ | 
ſmaller as of greater moment, and ſo make a wiſe, | « 
attentive'and conſiderate Man. « 
7. It mightily advanceth and improveth the worth andÞfi 1 
excellency of moſt Humane Altions in the world and makeylff ; 
them a nobler kind of a thing than otherwiſe without it 1 
they would be. Take a Man that is employed as all c 
Stateſman or Politician, - though he have much wiſdom# 
and prudence, it commonly degenerates into craft,andl b 
cunning,and pitiful ſhuffling without the Fear of God: tl 
but mingle the Fear of Almighty God with that kind 7: 
of Wiſdom,it renders it noble,and generous,and aid, re 
and honeſt, and ſtable. Again, take a Man that is much di 
acquainted with the ſubtiler kind of Learning,as Philo-W m 
{ophy for inſtance, without the Fear of God upon his} hi 
Heart, it will carry himover to pride, arrogance, fclf-W di 
conceit, curioſity,preſumption : but mingle it with the m 
Fear of God, it will enoble that knowledg,carry it up di 
ro the honour and glory of that God that is the Author H 
of Nature,to the admiration of his Power, Wiſdom te 
and Goodneſs, it will keep him humble,modeſt, ſober w: 
and yet rather with an advance than detriment to higf} in 
knowledg. Take a Man induſtrious in his Calling te: 
without the Fear of God with it, he becomes a druJg 
to worldly ends,vexed when diſappointed,overjoyed infl mi 
ſucceſs ; mingle but the Fear of God with it,it will no th 
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abate his Indefry; bus ſweetenit; ifhe proſper, he is 


thankful to God that gives him power to get Wealth; 
if ke miſcarry, he is patient under the will anddiſpen- 
ſation of the God he fears; it turns the yery employ- 
ment of his calling into a kind of religious duty and 
exerciſe of his Religion, without damage or detriment 
to it. | 

8, The Fear of God is certainly the greateſt Wiſ- 
dom, becauſe it renders the Mind full of tranquility, and 
eaveneſs.in all ſtates and conditions; for he looks up to the 
great Lord of the Heavens and Earth,conſiders what he 
commands and requires, remembers that heobſervesand 
eyes all Men; knows that his Providence goyerns all 
things,and this keeps him ſtill eayen and ſquare without 
any conſiderable alteration, what-ever his condition is. 
Is he rich, proſperous, great ? yet he continues ſafe,be- 
cauſe he continues humble, watchful, advertent left he 
ſhould be deceived and tranſported; and he is careful to 
be the more thankful, and the more watchful, becauſe 
the command of his God,and the natureof his condition 
requires it : Is he poor,negleed,unſuccesful ? yet he 
remains ſtillpatient,humble,contented,thankful, - 
dent upon the God he fears. And ſurely every Man 
muſt needs agree,that ſuch a Man, isa wiſer Man, than 
hewho is ever changed and tranſported with his con- 
dition ; thatif he be rich or powerful, there is nothing 
more vain,proud,inſolent than he;and again let his con- 
ditionbecome poor, low,deſpiſed,there is nothing under 
Heaven more deſpondent, difpirited, heartleſs,diſcon- 
tented and tortured than ſuch a Man : andall for the 
want of the Fear of AlmightyGod,which being onceput 
into the Heart, like the Tree put by Adoſes into the Wa- 
ters,cures the diſorder and uneaſineſs of all conditions. 

9. In as much as the true Fear of God is always 
mingled with the knowledge of the Will of God, and 
that will is contained moſt fully in his by" 
mu 


zo bf Wiſdom and 
muſt.needs' be that a Man that truly fears the Lord,and lf | 
inſtrutted in the Word of God; the Precepts thereofmiſt © * 
needs be deeply digeſted into his Mind, Now as this ' 
Word is theWord of the ever-wiſe God,and therefore | 
certainly muſt be full of moſt.wiſe Direttions : So let ! 
apy Man but impartially and deeply conſider the Pre- 
cepts contained'in the Word of God, he ſhall afſuredly 1 
find the beſt dire&tions in the World for all kind of mo. © 
ral- and divine Wiſdom : And'l do confidently ſay, that | 
a 


in all other Books of Morality there are not ſo ſound 
deep, certain,evident Inſtruftions of Wiſdom (yet moſt 
frialy joyned with Innocence and Goodneſs )as there * 
are in this one Book, as would be caſily demonſtrable * 
even to a reaſonable judgment ; but this is too large al ? 
Theme fox this place. | w 
10, But beſides all this, there is yet a ſecret, but a 
moſt certain truth that highly improveth that Wiſdom, 
which the Fear of the Lord bringeth, and that is this, 
That thoſe that truly Fear God have a Secret Guidanc 
from a higher Wiſdom than what is barely humane 
namely, one Spirit of Truth and Wiſdom, that doth 
really and truly but ſecretly prevent and dire@ them; 
And let no Man think that this is apiece of Fanaticiſm. 
Any Man that ſincerely and truly fears Almighty God 
relies upon him, calls upon him for his guidance and 
direaion, hath it asxeally as the Son hath the counſel 
and direQion of his Father : and though the Voite be 
not audible, nor the direQtion always perceptible to 
ſenſe,yet it is equally as real as ifa Man heard the Voice 
faying, This is the way, walk init : And this ſecret di- 
reftion of Almighty God isprincipally ſeen in matters 
relating to the good of the Soul; but it may alſo be 
found in the great and momentous concerns of this life, 
which a good Man, that fears God and begs his dire: 
Eon, ſhall very often, if not at all times find, 2. Be: 
ſides this diretion, a good Man, fearing God, =_ 


 +off for the future,and that in reſpett 0 
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find His bleſſing-upon him.., It is true that the portion - 
of Men Pax. God is not in this life ; oftentimes he 
meets with crofſes,aflitions and troubles in it,his por. 
tion is of a higher and more excellent ſtate and condi. 
tion than this life ; yet a Man that fears Ged hath alſo 
his bleſſing in this life, even in relation to his very tem- 
poral condition : for either his honeſt and juft intenti. 
ons and endeavours are bleſſed with ſucceſs and com. 
fort ; or if they be not, yeteven his croſſes and diſap. 
intmeots,are turned into a bleſſing; for they make 

im more humble and leſs eſteeming this preſent World 
and ſetting his Heart upon a better : For it - 
isan everlaſting Truth, That all thingsſhall Row, $, 28, 
work together for the beſt to them that love 
and fear Almighty God, and therefore certainly ſuch a 
Man is the wiſeft Man. 

11. But yet further ; Certainly it is one of the great- 
eſt evidences of Wiſdom to provide for the future, and 
to provide: for thoſe things for the future, that are of 
greateſt moment, importance and uſe. Upon this ac- 
count the Wiſe Man,Pr 09.30.25. admires the wiſdom 
of the Ant, that little Creature, that yet provides his 
Meat in the Summer; and we eſteem it the folly of ChiL 
dren and Prodigals in this, that they have no proſpe& 
for the future how they ſhall ſubſiſt hereafter. Now the 
wiſdom of Man that feareth God diſcovereth it ſelf in 
this, that it provides and lays up a good and ſafe ftore 

theſe three kinds of 
futurities; 1, For the future part of his life : 2. For 


- © the future evil days: 3. For the future life that is to take 


= after this preſent ſhort uncertain and tranſitory 
ife. | 

1. In reſpe& of thefutwre time of his life. It is true, 
our lives in this World are but ſhort at beſt,and together 
with that ſhortneſs, they are very uncertain. But Jeu the 
Man fearing God makes a due and ſafe proviſion rs that 
: future 
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future portion of his life, how ſhort or how ſong foevet 
it. be. . 1. By a conſtant walking in the Fear of God he 
"tranſmits to thefuture part of his life a'quoer, ſerene, 
and fair Conſcience, andivoids thoſe evilfruits and con: 
'fequences which a finfol life prodixceth, even in the af 
ter-time of Man's life. The bruiſes and hurts were+ 

ceive in Youth, are miny times more painful in Age 
"than when we firſt received them, Ovr lives are like 
Husbandman's ſeed-time; if we ſow evil ſeeds in the ; 
rite of our youth, it miy be they may live five, ten, 

or more years before they come vp to a full crop, and b 
poſhbly then we taſte the fruit of theſe evil-ways in an \ 
unquiet mind or Conſcience,or ſore other ſowr effetts 
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of thatevil ſeed. A!l this inconveniency a Man fearing : 
God prevents, and inftead thereof reaps a pleaſing h 


and comfortable fruit of his walk in the fear of G 
namely, a quiet Conſcience, and an even, ſetled,peac 
able 'Soul.. 2. But beſides this, by this means he keep 
his Intereſt in, and Peace with almighty God, and makes 


{ure of the beſt Friend inthe World for the after-time 5 
of his life, to whom he is ſure to have acceſs at all times of 
and upon all occaſions with comfort and acceprance;}}f ,. 
for itisan infallible Truth, That God Almighty n eit 
forſakgs any that forſake not him firſt. all 

The Second Futurity is the futwre evil Day, whichlff | c 
will moſt certainly overtake every Man, either the day ,y, 
of feeble and decrepit age,or the day of ſickneſs, or tht et! 
day of death; and againt'all thoſe the true Fear of .. 
God makes a ſafe and excellent proviſion : ſo that a » 
though he may not avoid them, he may have a comfor ..: 
table paſſage through them; and in the midſt of of 
theſe black clouds, the witneſs of a good conſciency} ,.1 
fearing God, and: the evidence of the Divine Favoul @, 
will ſhine into the Sout like #bright Sun with comfort x7 
when a Man fhall be able with Hezek;ab, Ia, 33. 3. toll it; 


appeal to Almighty God; Remember now, O Lord; 1 bt 
- ſeec 
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ſerch thetz how I have walked before thee in truth aþd in 


uprightneſs of heart, andhave done that which was good 
in thy ſight: This will be a cotdial under the faintneſs 
of old age, a reliefunder the pains of ſickneſs, and core 
of the fear of death it ſelf, which to ſuch a Soul will 
beonly a gate and paſſage to a Life that will be free 
from all pains and infirmities, a Life of Glory and Ini- 
mortality; . 

3. The Third Futurity is the Life and State after 
Death. Moſt certain it is that ſuch a State there will be, 
and that it is but of two kinds, a ſtate of everlaſting 
happineſs, or a ſtate of everlaſting miſery ; and that all 
Men in the World do moſt certainly belong to one of 
theſe two ſtates or conditions ; and as it is moſt juſt and 
equal; ſo it is moſt true, that they that truly fear God, 
and obey him through Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be partakers of 
that everlaſting ſtate of blefſednefs and immortal hap- 
pineſs : And on the other fide, they that rezet tha Fear 
of God, contemn and diſobey his Will, ſhall, without 
true repentancey be ſubje& to a ſtate of everlaſting mis» 
fery. Now herein the trueft and the greateſt wildom 
of a Man appears, that he duly provides againſt the lat- 
ter, and to obtain the former ; all other wifdom of Men, 
either to gethumaneLearning, Wealth, Honour, Power, 
all wiſdom of Stateſmen and Politicians, in compariſon 
of this Wiſdom, is but yain and trivial. And this is 
the Wiſdom that the Fear of God teacheth and bring- 


© cth with it into the Sonl; 1. It provides againſt the 


greateſt of evils, the everlaſting ſtate of miſery, and in- 
felicity, and eternal death : 2. It provides for; and at- 
tains aneverlaſting eſtate of bleſſedneſs and happineſs, 
of reſt and peace, of glory and immortality, and eter- 
pal life ; a ſtate of that happineſs and glory that exceeds 
expreſſion. and apprehenſion ; for Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard, neither have entered into the beart of Man, the 
things that Gad bath laid up for _ that love him, 1 m__ 


34 Of Wiſdom and 
and they only truly love God,that truly ſcar him ; Mal. 
3. 13- Agdthey ( namely, that ſear God.) ſhall be mine, 
ſaith the Lord, w that day when I make up my 7ewels. 

- And now for the Conciaſ/ion of this whole matter, let 
us now make a ſhort Compariſon between the Perſons that 
* fear, net God, and theſe that truly fear him; and then let 
any man. judg who is the Fool, and whe is the wiſe 
Man. A Man hath but a very ſhort uncertain time in. 
this life, which, in compariſon efEternity, is leſs than 
a moment. . The great God of Heaven in his Word 
aſſures us that there is an eſtate of Immortality after this 
Life, and that that immortal eſtate is but of two kinds, 
an eſtate of never-dying miſery, or an eſtate of endleſs 
glory; and tells them, * If you fear me, and obey thoſe 
* ealio Commands that are contained in the Book of the 
© Haly Scriptures, which I have given you, you hall 
© infallibly-attain everlaſting life and happineſs, and, 
C in this preſent life, ſhall have the influence and 
ſoon dye my favour, to ſupport, to dire and blels 
© yoy: On the other ſide, if ye refuſe my Fear, and re: 
$jetmy Commands, and prefer the unlawful and yain 
< delufions of this-preſent life, before the obedience of fre 
* my. Will, and perſiſt impenitently. init: your portion 
© ſhall beeverlaſting miſery: And now everlaſting life 
and everlaſting death being ſet before the children « 
'Men, there are a fort of Men, that rather chuſe to dif. 
obey the Command of God, reje& his Fear, and allthis, 
that they may enjoy the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon, 
thoſe pleaſures that are fading and dying, that leave be 
hind them a ſting, that renders their very enjoyment 
bitter, and that make even that very little life they en- 
joy, but a life of diſcomfort and unnappineſs,in ſpite « 
all their pleaſures, or be thev as ſincere as their own 
hearts can promiſe them, yet they are but for a ſeaſon 
ſeafon that in its longeſt period is but ſhort, but is v8 
certain alfo;a little inconſiderable accident,the breach 
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4 vein, an ill air, alittle i4 digeſted portion of that ex- 
ceſs wherein they delight, may put a period to all thoſe 
pleaſures, and to that life, ina year, jn a week, in a 
day, in an hour, in an unthought moment, before a Man 
hath opportunity toconſiJer, 'to bethink himſelf, 6r to 
repent; and then the door of life ant happineſs is ſhut. 
Again, there are a ſort of Men that conſider this great 
Propoſal, and chuſe the Fear of Almighty God, and 
with it Eternal Life,andare content to deny themſelves 
in things unlawful, to obey Almighty God, to keep his 
favour, to walk humbly with him to accept of the 
tender of Life and Salvation upon the terms propounded 
by Almighty God : And in the praQtife of this Fear 
they enjoy His Favour, and Preſence, and Love; -and 
after this life ſpent, whether it be long or ſhorty and 
whether their death be lingering or ſudden, are ſure the 
next moment after death to enjoy an immortal life '6f 
glory and happineſs. Judg then which of theſe is the 
truly Wiſe Man, whether this be not a Truth beyond 
diſpute: The fear of God that is Wiſdom, and to depart 
from evil is Underſtanding. 
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Of the Knowledg of 
CHRIST CRUCIFIED. 


I. Cor. IL 2, 


For I determined not to know ajty thing among 
y0u, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and bim crucified, 


 Sthe Underſtanding is the higheſt Faculty of 
the Reaſonable'Creature, becauſc upon it de- 
pends the Regularity of the Motions or AQ- 
ings of the Will arid AﬀeRions : So Knowledy 
is the propereſt and nobleft a& or habit of that Faculty 
and without which it is without its proper end and em- 
ployment, and the whole Man without adue guidan 

. and - "__ Hol. 4. 6. My people periſh for want 

leap. | | 

And Knowledg is the proper buſineſs of that great 
Faculty, fo the Value of that Knowledg, or employmer 
of the Underſtanding, is diverſified according to the 
Subje& about 'which it is exerciſed : For though 
Knowledg of the moſt diflſering SubjeQs, agree in thi 
one common Excellence, viz.. the right repreſentation « 
the thing as it is, unto the Underſtanding ; or the cor 
formity ofthe Image created in the Underſtanding, vu 
to the thing objedtly united to it, which is Truth int! 
Underſtanding : Yet it muſt needs be, that according 
the various values axd deprees of the things to be kno) 
there ariſeth a diverſity of the value or worth of t 
knowledg ; that which is of a thing more noble,uſefu 
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precious, mult needs be a more noble, uſeful, preciqus 
Knowledg, and accordingly, more to be deſired. * 

There have been doubtleſs many excellent Under. 
ſtandings that haye been converſant about an exaQ dif. 
quiſition of ſome particular Truth, which though as 
Truths they agree in a common value with all others,yet 
in reſpe&t of their nature, uſe and value, are of no 

eat moment, whether knewn ornot : As concerning 
the preciſe time of this or that paſſage in ſuch a pro. 
phane Hiſtory ; the Criticiſm of this or that Latin word 
and the like : which though by accident, and by way 
of concomitance, they may be of conſiderable uſe, when 
mixed with, or relating to ſome other matter of mo- 
ment ; yet in themſelves have little value, becauſe lit- 
tle uſe, Others have ſpent their thoughts in acquiring 
of knowledg in ſome ſpecial piece of Nature, the fa- 
brick of the Eye ; the progreffion of generation. in” an 
Egg;the relation and proportion of Numbers, Weights, 
Lines ; the generation of Metals: and thefe as th 
have a relative conſideration to diſcover and ſet for 
the Wiſdom of the greit Creator, or to publick uſe, 
have great worth in them; but in themſelves, though 
they have this excellence of Truth in them, and conſe- 

gently in their kind feed and give a light to the Un- 
lerftanding, which is a power that is naturally ordained 
unto,and greedy of, and delighted in Truth, though of 
a low or inferiour conſtitution yet they are not of that 
eminence and worth, as Truths of ſome other, either 
higher, or more uſeful, or durable nature, 

As once our Saviour, in relation of things to be done, 
pronounced One thing only neceſſary, Luke 10. 42. So 
the Apoſtle, among the many things that are to be 
known, fixeth in the ſame One thing neceflary to be 
known, Chriſt Jeſus and him Crucified, 
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38 Of the' Kowledg 
"There are three ſteps ; 

L. Nat to know any thing. Not as if all ather kyowledg; 
were condemned ; Meſes's Learning was not charged 
upon, him as a fin; Paul's ſecular Learning was not 
condemned, but ufeful tohim ; to be knowing in our 
calling, in the qualitics and diſpoſitions of Perſons, in 
the Laws, under, which we live, in the modeſt and ſober 
enquires of Natuze and Arts, are not only not cons, 
demned,:. but commended, and uſeful, and tuch as tend: 
tothe ſetting forth the Glory of the Gad of Wiſdom, 
Even the dilcretion of the Hu:bandman God owns as 
his, Ifa. 28. 26. For his God deth inſtrutt him to diſcrert- 
on, and doth teach him, But we mult determine to know 
nothjag ix compars/on ef that other knowledg of Chriſt 
Jeſus, as the Apoſiſecaunted. what. things were gain, 
yet to he loſs for Chriſt, Phil. 4. 7. ſowe are to eſteem 
that knowledg of other things, otherwiſe exccllent,ute- 
ful, admirable, yet to he but tolly and vile in compari- 
ſon of the knowledg of Chriſt. And this requires : _ | 

i. Atrvcand right Eftimate of the Yalue of the 
kyawleds of Chriſt Feſus ahove other knowledg ; and con 
ſequently an infinite preferring thereof betore all other, 
knowledg in our judgments, deſire, and delight; And 
the preponderation of the knowledg of Chriſt. above, 
ather knowledges excels moſt knowledg in all the ens. 
ſuing particw.rs, but excelisall knowledg.in ſome, and 
thoſe of moſt concernment. ated 

I. in the certainty of it. Moſt other knowleages are 
Either ſuch as we take in by our Senſe and, Experience ; 
and therein, though it is true, that the _ part of 
our knowledg, . thatis neareſt toour ſcale, hath ſome- 
what of certainty in it, yet when we come to ſubli- 
mate, and colle&, and infer that knowledg into uni- 
verlal or general concluſions, or to make deduRions, 
xatiocinations, and determinations from them, then we 
fail, and hence grew the difference between many Phi- 
loſophers. 
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of Chrift Cruefied. 39 
lofophers. Again, the knowledg that we elicit-from 
ſenſe, is but very narrow, if it ftaid there: for the 
forms of things,” the matter or ſubſtance, which is the 
ſabje& of Nature, are not eaſily preceptible by ſenſe ; 
we ſee the colour, and the figure, and the variations of 
that, but we do from thence only make conjettures con- 
cerning the forms, ſubſtances; and matter : Or they are 
ſych as we receive by Tradition, whether hiſtorical or do- 
&#tinal; and the former tiepends upon the credit of the 
Rektor, which moſt an end depends pon anothers cre- 
dit, and ſo vyanitheth into much incertainty, unleſs the 
Authors be very authentical and eye witnefſes:aada+td 
matters dotrinal,- ſtill that depends upon the opinionof 
a Man, it may'be, deduced upon weak convidtions, 
crofſed by perlors'bf as great Judgments, and ſo breeds 
uncertainty, diftraQion, and diffatrsfaftion in the know- 
ledg. But in the knowledg of Chrift, we have greatty 
certainty than can be found in any of all theſe other 
Knowledges: 1. A conſtant tradition and reteption 
by milhons, before he came, that the Meſſias was to 
come; and - firice he came, that in truth he is cone: 
2. The Apoſtles, Evangelifts, and Diſciples, that were 
purpoſely choſen to be Witneſſes of Chriſt's Miracles, 
Do&rine, Suffering, and Reſurre&ion. 3. The Mira- 
cles he did; that are witneſſed to vs, by a greater con- 
ſent of teſtimony, than any one part of any Hiſtory of 
that Antiquity. 4. The Purity, SanQity, and Juſtneſs 
of his Docrine, which was never attained unto in the 
teaching of the Philoſophers, nor ever any could, in the 
leaſt meaſure, impeach or blame. $5. The Prophelics, 
tiled moſt juſtly-by the Apoſtle a tmore certain evidence, 
than the very: Viſion of his Transfiguration, and a Voice 
fromti Heaven, 2 Pet. 1. 19. Ando in truth is a more 
andeniable Argument than any is; for it is not capable 
of any fraud or impoſture. 6. The wonderful prevail- 
ing that the krowledg PI had upon AGIY 
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40 Of the Ktowleds : 
and this.not only de fai#o, but backed with a Prophecy; 
that it ſhould be ſo, 7, The admirable concordance 
and ſymmetry, that this Myſtery of Chriſt makes in the 
whole method of the proceeding of Gad in the World, 
as will be eaſily obſeryable ppon the collation of theſe 
things together ; The Creation ; The Fall, The Law; 
The Srate of the Fews;-: The Immortality of the Soul; 
The Neceſſity of a SatisfaRion for /Sin if pardoned; 
The Types and Sacrifices The Propheſies z The Re- 
jeion of the Fews; The Calling of the Gentiles; Tha 
Progreſs of the Goſpel to thenew diſcovered parts of 
the World ſucceſſively as diſcovered ; that a due col. 
{cion being made of all theſe and otherConſiderations, 
it will appear that the DoQrine of Chyiſt Jefus, and him 
crucified, is that which makes the diſpenſation of God 
towards the Children of Men to be; all of apiece, and 
one thing in order to another,and Chriſt the Mediator, 
in whom God hath gathered together all things in one, 
Epbeſ. 4, 10. made; it-as one Syſtem, Body, Fabrick 
8. Beſides the undeniable Prophecies, there bears Wit- 
nefs to this Truth, the ſecrer powerful Witneſs of the 
Spirit. of God convincing the Soul of the Truth of 
Chriſt, beyond all the Moral perſwaſions in the World, 
beyond the conviction of demonſtration, to believe, tq 
es upon, to aſſert it, even unto the lols of life and all 

ings. 

2. As in the certainty,ſa in the Plainneſs and Eaſineſi 
of the Truth. The moſt excellent ſubjefts of other 
knowledg have long windings, before a Man can come 
at-them; and are. of that difficulty and abſtruſeneſs, 
that as every brain is not fit to undertake the acquiring 
of it, ſo much pains, labour, induſtery,. advertency, 
alliduity is required in the beſt of judgments, to attait 
but a competent meaſure of it: witneſs the ſtadies of 
Arithmetick, Geometry, Natural Philoſophy, Meta 
phylicks, &c, whereingreat labour hath been taken tg 
A | | our 
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of Chrift Crucified, 41 
our hands, to make the paſſage more eaſfie, and yet ftill 
are full of difficulty.” Burt in this knowledg it is other- 
wiſe : as itis a knowledg fitted for an univerſal uſe, the 
bringing of Mankind to God, fo it is fitted with an 
uniyerſal Fitneſs and convenience for that uſe, eafie, 
plain, and familiar. The poor receive the Goſpel, Matth., 
It. 5- And indeed the plainneſs: of the doftrine was 
that which made the wiſe World fumble at it, and 
thence it was, that it was hid from the wiſe and pru- 
dent, Matth. 11. 25. Who, like Naaman with the Pro- 
phet, could not be contented to be healed without fome 
great oſtentation;nor were contented to thinkany thi 
could be the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, 
unleſs it were ſomewhat that were abſtruſc, and at leaft 
conformable to that wiſdom they had and were trou- 
bled ro think that that wiſdom or doftrine, that muſt 
be of fo great a Uſe and End, ſhould fall under the ca- 
pacity of a Fiſherman, a maker of Tents, a Carpenter. 
But thus it pleaſed God to chuſe a Dotrine of an caſfic 
acquiſition; 1. That no fleſh ſhould glory in his fight, 
1'Cor. 1.29. 2. That the way to Salvation, being a 
common thing propounded to all Mankind, might be 
difficult tonane. Believe, and «vw be forgiven, "Be- 
lieve, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. Believe, and thou ſhalt be 
raiſed up to Glory, John 6. 40, This is the Will of him 
that ſent me, that every one that ſeeththe Son and believeth 
on bim ;, may have eternal life, aud 1 will raiſe him up at 
the laFt day. 

3. As1n the Certainty and Plainneſs, ſo ;» the Sub- 
kmity and Loft ineſs of the Subjef#. And hence itis that 
Metapbyſicks is reckoned the moſt noble knowledg, be- 
cauſe converſant with and about the nobleft Subje, 
Subſtance conſidered in abſtratiofrom Corporiety,and par- 
ticular adherents falling under other Sciences. But the 
Subjett of this knowledg is of the higheſt. conſiderati- 
on, Almighty God; The diſpenſation of his Council 
touching 


42 Gf the Knowles 
toxthing Man in reference t6 the everlaſting condition 
of Mankind ; The true meaſure of Juſt and Unjuſt; 
Thepure Will of God; The Son'ef God and. his iis 
raculous Incarnation, Death, Refurreftion and Alcenſi- 
0n3:The great Covenant between the Eternal God and 
fallen'Man- made, ſealed and confirmed in Chriſt, his 
great tranſaQion with the Father in their Eternal Couns 
ſl; and fmcehis:Aſcenifton, in his continual Interceſſis 
on for Man; Fhe means of the diſcharge and fſatisfas 
Rion of the breach of the Law of God; The ſtate 10f 
the Soul after deith in blefſedneſs or miſery : Theſe and 
many of theſe are the ſubjeR of that knowledg that is 
revealed in the knowledg of Chriſt, ſuch as their very; 
matter ſpeaks them to be of a moſt high nature: the 
great tranſaCtions of the council and adminiſtation of 
Ae mighty King of Heaven, in his Kingdom over the 
Children of Men : ſuch as never fell under the difco! 
very, or {0 much asthe diſquiſition of the wiſeſt Phiz 
lofophers; andſuch as the very Angels of Heaven ded 
Gre'to look down into, 1 Pet. 1.42. and behold withyds 
miration that manifold wiſdom of God, which is* res 
vealed unto us; poor worms, in Chrift Jeſus. © 
\'4. As the mattersare wonderful high, and ſublime, 
ſo: they are of moſt ſingular Uſe to be known. There be 
many pieces of Learning in the World that are conyer- 
fant about high SubjeRs : as, that part of Nataral Phi- 
tolophy concerning the Heaven and the Soul; the Me« 
taphyſicks; the abſtruſer parts of the Mathematicks that 
are not in order to Praftice. But as it may fall out that 
the knowledg of the Subje is unacceſſible in any cer: 
tainty, ſo ifit were never fo exaQtly known, it goes 
no farther; and when it is known, there's an end, and 
no more nfe of it. Whereas many times SubjeRs of 
an inferiour nature aremore uſeful in their knowtedgy 
as pradtical Mathematicks, Mechanicks, Moral Philoſo- 
phy, Policy ; but then they are of inferiour' naturey 
p more 
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of Chriſt Cracified, 43 
more vſcful but perchatice lefs noble. But here is the 
priviledge ofthe knowledg of Chriſt Jeſus, thatas it is 
of Eminence and Height, foit ts of Uſe and Conveni- 
ence, and that in the higheſt meaſure; as itis a Pearl 
for Beauty, fo it is for Yalue. This knowledg isa kind 
of Catholicon, of univerial ule and convenzence. In re. 
ference to this Liſe: Aml in want, in Contempt, in: 
Priſon, in Baniſhment, in Sickneſs, im Death ? + This 
knowledg gives me Contentednels, Patience, Cheerful. 
neſs, Reſignation of my ſelf to his Will, who hath 
ſealed my Peace with him, and Favour from him, in the 
Great Covenant of his Son; and I can live upon this, 
though Il were rcady toſtarve.z when I am aſſured that 
if it be for My: Good. and. the glory''of His Name, 1 
{ball be delivered ;. tf not, I can be contented, ſo ary 
Jewel, the Peace of God and my own Cenfcience, by 
the Blood of Chriſt be ſafe. Aml in Wealth, Honour, 
Power, Greatgcls, Eſtecm in the World ? This know- 
ledg teacheth me Humility, as knowing from whom [ 
received it : Fidelity, as knowing to whom I muſt ac- 
count for it, Watchſulneſs, as knowing the Honour 
of my Lord is concerned in ſome meaſure in my carri- 
ef 2gc, and that the higher my employment is, -the more 
be B obnoxious I am. to temptation from without, from them 
r- © that watch for my halting, and from within, by a de- 
1i- © cceitful ticart: And in all it teacheth me not to over- 
ee Yvalue it, nor to value my ſelf the more by it or for it 
at E becauſe the knowledg of Chriſt Jeſus prefents me with 
at Ya continual Objett of a higher value, the price of the 
ri high calling of God in Chriſt : it teacheth me to. look 
« Euponehe glory of the World as ruft, in compariſon of 
the Glory that excelleth; and the greateſt ef Men as 
Worms,'in compariſon of the great God. And as thus 
in reference to the temporal condition of my'life , this 
knowledg/of Chriſt is of fingular uſe, and makes a Man 
a better Philoſopher thanthe beſt of Morals in yy” 
TNcre- 
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44 Of rhe Knowledg 
thereunto: So it guidesme in the management of all: 
Relations* 1.\ To God it ts him unto me in, 
tharrepreſentation that is right, full of Majefty,yet full 
of Love, which teacheth me Reverence, and yet Acceſs 
with Boldneſs, Love and Obedience. 2. To Man; 
Juſtice, giving every man his due, for ſothe Knowledg 
of Chrift teacheth me 5 Do as ye would be done byz 
Mercy, to forgive z Compaſſion, to pity z Liberality, 
to relieve; Sobriety, in the uſe of creatures, and y 
comfort in the enjoying! of them 3 a right uſe of the 
World, and yet a contempt of it; in compariſon of 
my hope. It makes death not terrible, becauſe a moſt 
fure paſſage to Life : Here | find a way to get all 
fins pardoned, whereas without this, all the world can. 
not contriye a Satisfaftion for one; I find a way to 
obtain ſuch a righteouſneſs as is valuable with God, 
and perſe& before him, even-the righteouſneſs of God 
ia Chriſt. And here I find, the meaps, and only 
means,” to avoid the wrath tocome, the terrour of the 
judgment of the great day ; everlaſting life unto-all 
Eternity, with the Bleſſed God, and our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and all the Bleſſed Angels, and the Spirits of 
" Juſt men made:perſe&t. Thus this knowledg 'is ulc- 
ful for this life, and that which is to come, and/that in 
the higheſt degree z which all other knowledg comes 
ſhort» of, and attains not to any. one of the leaſt: of 
theſe ends. 

5- Inthe Duration and Contennance of it. Many ſub- 
jets of knowledg there arc, wherein by time, or at 
leaſt by death, the knowledg proves unuſeful,. or at 
leaſt, the labour therein unprofitable and loſt. "For: in- 
ſtance, I ſtudy to be very exatt in natural Philoſophy, 
the mixtures or conjun&tions of. qualities , elements, 
and a thouſand ſuch enquiries ; What uſe will this be 
when the World with the works thereof, ſhall be burnt 
up ?-Qc if it ſhould not, what great benefit would this 
be 


a @ m wow a> «© «> a—-« on ew £ A -—-« << ww  -« qo a .£4S +4 as 4 as. cows ok 


hs. - *% yy £m 


© ws 


oy ws 1 ww Hoy UW Ss W FT OO TO OP Gn w ow EUg.CEN 


Ln 


0a — Xt 


of Chriſt Crucified. 4g 
be to/a ſeparated Soul? which doubtleſs ſhall either 
know much more therein, without any pains, and fo 
the labour here loſt, or it ſhall be ſuch a knowledg as 
will be unconſiderable or unuſeful to it : And fo, and 
much more for the ſtudies of Policy , Methods of 
War, Mechanical Experiments , Languages, Laws, 
Cuſtoms, Hiſtories; al theſe within one minute after 
death will be as uſeleſs as the knowledg of a Taylot 
or Shoomaker : they are all dated for the convenience 
and uſe of this life, and with it they vaniſh. - But here 
is the priviledg and advantage that this knowledg hath; 
as it ſerves for this life, ſo it ſerves for that to come ; 
and the more it is improved here, the more ſhall it be 
dilated hereafter ; the higher meaſure thereof I attain 
here, the greater meaſure of Glory hereafter. As the 
more knowledg I have of the myſtery of Chriſt here, 
the greater is my ſight and admiration of the wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, and Love of God ; the greater my Joy 
and Complacence, and Delight in that fight and ſenſe, 
and the more my Soul carried out in Love, and Praiſe, 
and Obedience unto-him : So in the life to come, that 
Knowledg ſhall improve, and conſequently the ſenſe of 
the Wiſdom, Mercy and Love of God, and conlſe. 
quently the Flame of the Soul, of Love, and Praiſe 
unto him, and Delight, and Joy in him, ſhall increaſe 
unto all eternity. p 

2. As thus the knowledg of Chrift Jeſus and him 
Crucified, excels all other knowledg, and fo in compa- 
riſon thereof, all other knowledg, upon a right 500g: 
ment, is as nothing z ſo the Sol being-rightly convinced 
thereof, ſets a Jngher price «pon that knowledg, than 
vpon all other knowledg beſides; it prizeth it highly in 
it ſelf and others; reckons all other knowledg without 
it, but a curious ignorance, or an impertinent know- 
ledg, and contents it ſelf abundantly in this knowledg, 
though it want other. : 
3« DCs 


46 Of the Kyrwledy 
3.: Becauſe that which is of tnoſt concernment re: 
quires my greateſt diligence to attain it,l am contented 


and greedy to ſpend more time ere this than that 3 
q 


and: I will rob other ſtudies and diſquiiitions of the 


time, that otherwiſe might be conducible to attain the 


knowledg of them, rather than thoſe ſtudies ſhould 
conſume that time, that ſhould be allotted to this. My 
Time is part of that Talent, which my Maker hath put 
into my hand, and for which he will at the great day 
demand an account ;, and if I have ſpent that Talent in 
unprofitable employments, or in leſs profitable than 1 
ſhould; my Arrear is ſo much the greater: If I have 
conſumed my time in ſtudying my preferment, honour, 
or wealth, in this world ; in ftudying how to pleaſe 
my ſelf with vain and unnecefſary recreations, in un- 
lawful or excefhve pleaſures; in unlawful or immode- 
rate curioſities z which | might better have ſpentin the 
ftudy of the Myſtery of Chriſt, or the conformity unts 
that Will and Teſtament he left me, or improving my 
intereſt in him, I have committed two follies at once: 
1. Loft my Talent of time and opportunity, for which 
I amaccountable, as miſpent. 2. Loſt that advantage 
which I had in my hand to improye my intereſt in God, 
and favour from him, and love to him ; and thoogh 1 
have done ſo much, -as may perchance preſerve the 
main, yet I have omitted ſo much as might have more 
encreaſed my ſtock of Grace and Glory ; and my. Ta- 
lent might have gained ten, and at moſt it hath gained 
but two. And furely when Death comes, the moſt 
comfortable hours, that can return to our Memories; 
will be thoſe we ſpent in improving the true and expe+ 
rimental and praQical knowledg of Chrift Jeſus , and 
him crucified. | 
4- Conſequently where this knowledg and the other 
knowledg of an inferiour rate juſtle and croſs one ano- 
ther, it is the beſt wiſdom to ſide with rhis, and to'deny 
#hc 
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of Chriſt Crucified, 47 
ws rh to become a fool that he may Be wiſe. 1 Cor: 
3/1 | 
. It Thus concerning the firſt Conſideration : 7 de- 
teimined not to know any thing, 0%. nothing in compa- 
riſon of this knowledg of Chriſt, nothing rather than 
not that; ſave Chriſt-Zeſus. And truly well might the 
Apoſtle make all other knowledg give place to- this 5 
firſt, for the Excellency of it, whereof before : ſecond- 
ly, for the Amplitude and Compaſs of it; for though it 
be ſo excellent, that a ſmall dram of it is ſufficient to 
heal and fave a Soul, if it be a right knowledg as is 
before obſerved, yet it is ſo large, that when the beſt 
knowledg hath gone as far as it cany yet there is ſtill 
aliquid ultra: One conſideration of it, even the Love 
of God hath a bredth, and length, and depth, and 
height, -paſing knowledg, Fph. 3. 18,' 19. and yet 
there be other depths and heights in it than this; ſo 
that well might the Apoſtle conclude as he doth, 
1 Tim, 3.16. Without controverſie great us the myſtery of 
Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh. Therefore for the 
prelent we ſhall conſider. 
1. The wonderful Wiſdom of God in contriving and 
ordering the redemption of Mankind by Feſus Chriſt; and 
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[ it is manifeſted in theſe particulars among others! 
ec & 1 Though he made Man the eminenteſt of all his vi 
e & fible Creatures, for a moſt eminent manifeſtation of his 
1- & Power and Glory, and to be partaker of everlaſting 
4 Þ blefſedneſs, and yet in his Eternal Counſel reſolved to 
& 8 leave him in the hands of his own liberty, and did moſt 
* —_— foreſee that he would fall ; yer hedid ſubſti- 
». W tute and provide, even from the ſame Erernity, a 


4 I means whereby he might be reſtored to the Honour and 
Glory of his Creature, and his Creature to Bleſſedneſs 

+ © and the Viſion of his Creator. 2. That he fo ordered 
x. | the means ofman's Redemption, that a greater Glory 
came even by that Redemption, than if man had = 
ail, 


48 Of the Knowledg | 
Mn, and a geater benefit to mankind ; For the latter 
it is apparent, that if there hal been nv Mediator ſent, 
the leaſt fin that any of the ſons of men had committed, 
had been inexorably fatal ro them, without any means 


of pardon : And as Adam, though in: his full liberty 


and power, was miſled by temptation , ſo might have 
he been, or any of his poſterity though he had ſtood 
thatſhock; which now is admirably provided againſt, 
by the ſatisaQion of Chriſt Jeſus : And as thus it is 
better with the Children of men, ſo the Glory of God 
is wonderfully advanced by it; for, if man had ſtood 
in his innocence, God had had only the Glory of his 
Juſtice in Rewarding him; or; if he had faln, the 
Glory of his Juſtice in Puniſhing him : but thete had 
been no room for that glorious Attribute of his Mer 

in forgiving, without violation to his Purity; Tru 

and Juſtice ; that glorious Attribute by which he ſo 
often proclaimeth himſelf, Exod. 34 6. The Lord, the 
Lord God, Merciful, Gracious, Long-ſuffering, abundant 
in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for thonſands, forgi- 
vVing iniquity , = and ſin, and yet that will by ma 
means clear the guilty. 3. That he ſo wonderfully or. 
dered the Redemption of Man, that all his Attributes 
were preſerved inviolable : His Truth, The day thod 
eateſt thou ſhalt dye;, His Juſtice, yet His Mercy ; His 
Love to his Creatures, yet His hatred to Sin : His Son 
ſhall dye to fatisfie His Truth and Juſtice, yet the ſinnet 
ſhall live, to ſatisfic His Mercy : the fin ſhall be puniſh- 
ed, to juſtific His Purity, yet His creatnre fhall be {a 
yed, to manifeſt His Love and Goodneſs. And thus 
His Wiſdom oyer-ruled Sin, the worſt of evils, tothe 
improvement of His Glory, and the Good of His 
creature: 4. His Wiſdom 1s manifeſted in this, that 
by the redemption of Man, all thofe ways of His ad: 
miniſtration before the coming of Chriſt, do now aps 
pear to be excelletitly ordered to the redemptign & 
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of Chriſt Cracified. 49 
Man, arid the making of it the more effeAual : The 
giving of a ſevere and yet moſt juſt Law, which was 
impoſſible for us to fulfill, ſhews us the wretchedneſs of 
our condition z our inability to fulfil, what was juff in 
God to require, ſhews us the neceſſiryof a Saviour; 
drives us to him, and makes this City of Refuge grate-' 
ful and acceptable, and makes us fet a value vpon that' 
Mercy, which ſo opportunely and mercifully provided: 
a Sacrifice for us in the Blood of Chrift : and a Righ- 
teouſneſs for us in the Merits of Chriſt; and a Me- 
diator for us in the Interceſhon of Chrift: And by 
this means alſo all thoſe Sacrifices, and Ceremonies, 
and Obſervations enjoyned in the Levitical Law,which 
carried not in thetiea chars reaſon of their Inſti. 
tution, are now by the ſending of Chriſt rendred ſig. 
nificant. 5. The Wiſdem'of God is magnified and 
advanced in this, in fulfilling the Prophelies of the 
ſendirg the Meſſia to ſatisfie for the fins of Mankind, 
againſt all the oppoſitions and caſualities,and contingen- 
cies, that withoutan over-ruling wiſdom and guidance 
might have diſappointed it: And this done, in that 
Perfe&ion, that not one circumſtance of Time, Place, 
Perſon, Concomitants ſhould or did fail in it: and 
ſo bearing witnels to the infinite Truth, Power, and 
Wiſdom of God in bringing about his Counſels in theif 
perfetion , touching this great bufineſs of the Re- 
demption of Man, which was the very end why He 
was created and placed upon the earth ; and managing 
the villany of men, and the craft and malice of Satan, 
to bring about that greateſt bleſſing that was or could 
be provided for Mankind, befides,and above; and againſt 
the intention of the Iuſtrument. Acts 2. 23. Him bem 
delivered by the determinate conncel and forednowledee of 
God, ye' have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and ſlain. 6. The unſearchable Wifdom of God is 
manifeſted in that he provid 1 fuch a Mediator that 
| was 
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was fit for ſo great a work ;, had all the world conſulted 


that God muſt ſuffer, it had been impoſſible ; and had i * 
all, the world contributed that any 109, or all the men iN * 
in the world ſhould have been a ſatisfafory Sacrifice Iſl © 
for any one Sin, it had been deficient. Here is then the 1 


wonderful Counſel of the moſthigh God : the Sacrifice h 

that, is appointed ſhall be ſo ordered, that God and Il © 

Man fhall be conjoyned in one Perſon ;, that ſo as Man, 

he . might become a Sacrifice for Sin 3 and as God, that 

might give a value to the Sacrifice, And this is he S, 

Rreat Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſted in the " 
eſh 


2. The wonderful Love of God to Mankind. 1. In p 
thinkiog upon poor. finful creatures, to contrive a way 
or a pardon for us, and reſcuing us from that Curle 

. which we had juſtly deſerved. 2; Thinking of us for {W** 
our good, when we ſought iengt,, thought not of it. X 
.. When we were enemics aganſt God, and againſt th 
his very Being. 4. Thinking of us not only for a 
Pardon, but to provide for us a ſtate of Glory and x 
Blefſedneſs. 5. When that was not to be obtained, 
ſaving his Truth-and Juſtice, without 4 miraculous Me- Tſp, 
diator, conſiſting of the divine and humane Nature y- : 
nited in one Perſon, in the perſon of our Lord Jeſus hi 
Chrift; here was Love and Goodnets of the greateſt I} -- 
oypaitude that ever was, or ever ſhall be heard of, 
and ſufficient to conquer our hearts into admiration and 
aſtoniſhment. Bur yet it reſts not here. As God ſo 
loved the. world that be gave his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life : Fobn 3, 16,,$0' the only begotten Son of 
God was not behindfin "this wonderful Loye. No 
ſooner ( as we may with reverence ſay) was: the 
Councel of the Father propounded for the ſending of 
his Son, but preſently. the Son ſaith, Zo, I come; Plal. 
43- 7- Heb. 10. 7. And now we will conſider apes 
a WW; 
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what terms he muſt come, or elſe the Redemption of 
Mankind muſt dye for ever : 1. He muſt came 
enipty himſelf of his Glory of his perſonal Majeſty , 
and take our Nature, yet without fin; he muſt ps 
through the natural infirmities of infancy ag} child- 
hesd. 2. And not only muſt he undergo Ws abafe- 
ment, but he muſt undergo the condition of a mean 
alow birth, born of a poor Virgin; in a Stable , laid 
in a Manger, under the reputation of a Carpenter's 
© WSon. 3. And not only thus, but as ſoon as he is 
© W born; muſt uſe the care of his Mother to ſhift for his 
life away to Egypr, to prevent the jealouſie and fury of 
Herod. 4+ And when grown up to youth; he muft 
Y WW undergo the form of a Servant , become a poor Car: 
penter to work for his living, without any patrimony, 
or ſo much as a Houſe to cover him. $g. He comes 
abroad inito the World to exerciſe the Miniftry , and 
the Prologue of his own T tragedy ; ſtill poot, deſpiſed 
4 of his own Countreymen, and of thoſe that were of 
; reputation for Learning and Piety, ſcandalized under 
» Wthe name of an Impoſtor, a Winebibber, a friend to 
Publicans and Sinners, a worker by the Devil, mad 
and poſſeſſed with a Devil : Theſe and the like were 
his entertzinmients in the World ; and,which is more; 
f often put to ſhift for his life z and in ſum, what the 
"') W Prophet predicted concerning him fulfilled to the utter- 
moſt : Jſa. 53.3. DesFiſed and rejefted of men, a man 
of ſorrows and acquainted with grief ; and all this to be- 
fall the Eternal Son of God under the yail of our fleſh : 
And all this voluntarily undertaken , and cheerfully 
undergone, even for the ſake of his Enemies and 
hoſe very people from whom heteceived theſe indig- 
nities, | | 

I TI. But all thefe wete but ſmall velitations;and con- 
liſts preparatory to the main Battel, We therefore 
come to the third Conſideration : Chriſt Jefus and him- 
E 2 Crhies- 
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Crucified ;, there is the account of the Text : As Chriſt 
Jeſus is the moſt worthy SubjeRt of all knowledg, fo 
Chriſt Jeſus under this Conſideration, as Crucified, 
is that which is the fulleſt of wonder, admiration, 


love: bo therefore let us now take afurvey of Chrif 


Feſus Cf z as that is the higheſt manifeſtation of 
his love, 1oit is the eye, the life of the Text; Chriſt 
above all other knowledg, and Chrift Crucified aboye 
all ether knowledg of Chrift, 

And now a Man upon the firſt view would think 
this kind of knowledg, ſo much here valued, werea 
ſtrange kind of knowledg, and the prelation of this 
knowledpe a ſtrange miſtake in the Apoſtle, 1. Cruci. 
fied: Death: is the corruption of Nature : and ſucha 
kind of Death by crucifixion, the worſt, the vileſt off © 
Deaths, carrying in it the puniſhment of the loweſt 
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condition of men, and for the worſt of offences; */ 
and yet, that Death and ſuch a Death ſhould be the 2 
ambition of an Apoſile's knowledg, is wonderful 1 
2. Chriſt Crucified ;, carries in it a {ſeeming excels of in Vi 
congrutty ; that he, that was the Eternal Son of Godſj $- 
ſhould- take upon him our Nature, and in that nature} th 
anointed and conſecrated by the Father, full of Inno Vi 
cence, Purity, Goodneſs, ſhould die, and rhat by ſuciifj ©c 
a "death, and ſounjuſtly: Could this be a ſubject, ar 
matter of knowledge ſo deſirable, as tobe preferred} ſu 
before all other knowledge ?' which ſhould rather ſeen G' 
to be a matter of ſo much horrour, ſo much indigna 8" 
tion, that a man might think it rather fit to be forgot 8!' 
ten, than to be affected to be known. 3. Feſus Cruc *© 
d. A Saviour and yet to be crucified: it ſeemst He 
blaſt the expeRation of Salyation ; when the Captaiifh -£ 
of it muſt die, be ſlain, be crucified; it carries ini} © 
a kind of viftory of Death and Hell over our Salva} Di 
tion, when the inſtrument thereof muſt ſuffer death 9- 
and ſuch a death, When the birth of Chriſt was prof} 3c 
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claimed, indeed it was matter of joy, and worth the 
proclamation of Angels: LZuke 2. 12. To you 58 be'# 
this day 4 Saviour, which i Chriſt the Lord , and can 
the death of that Saviour be a thing deſirable to be 
known? the Birth of Chriſt ſeemed to be theriſi 
Sun, that ſcattered light, hope and comfort to al 
Nations: but can the ſetling of this Sun in ſo dark a 
cloud- as the Croſs, be the choiceſt piece of knowledg 
ofhim ? which ſeems as it were-to trangle and ſtifle 
our hopes; and puts us as it were upon the expa- 
ſtulation of the diſ.nay'd Diſciples, Luke 24. 21. 
But we truſted it had been he which ſhould bave redeeined 
I[racl. 

_ for all this,this knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus Cru- 
cified will appear to be the moſt excellent, comfortable, 
uſeful knowledg in the world, it we ſhall conſider 
theſe Particulars: 1. Who it was that ſuffered 
2. What he ſuffered. 3. From whom. 4. How he 
ſuffered, 5. For whom he ſuffered, 6. Why, and 
upon what motive. 7. For what End he ſuffered, 
8. What are the Fruits and Benefits that accrew by 
that ſuffering. All theſe Conſiderations are wrapt 
up in this one ſubje& ;, Chriſt Jeſus and him crucih- 
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I. Who it was that thus ſufftred. It was Chriſt Te- 
ſus the Eternal Son of God, cloathed in our fleſh ; 
God and Man united in one Perſon; his Manhood 
giving him a Capacity of ſuffering, and his Godhead 
giving a Value to 'that ſuffering ; and each nature uni. 
ted in one Perſon to make a compleat Redeemer ; the 
Heir of all thingsz Heb. 1. 2. the prince of Life 
Ads. 3. 15. the Light that lightneth every man that 
cometh into the world ; Fohn. 1. 9g. as tonching his 
Divine Nature , G64d over all bleſſ:d for ever; kom . 
9. 5. and as touching his Humane Nature, full of Grace 
and Truth ; 'Fobn 1. 14. and - both the beloyed _= 
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of the Eternal God, in whom he proclaimed himſelf 


well pleaſed; Marth. 3. 17. But could noother perſon 
be found, that might ſuffer for the'ſins of Man, - but 
the Son of God ? Or if the buſinels of our Salvation 
muſt be tranſaged by himalone, could it not be with: 
out ſuffering, and fuch ſuffering as this? No. As 
there was no other Name given under Heaven , by 
which we might be ſaved, nor was there any found 
beſides, 'in the compaſs of the whole World , that 
uld expiare for one ſin of Man; but it muſt be the 
Arm of the Almighty,that muſt bring Salvation : Jſa.63, 
5.0 if the bleſſed Son of God will undertake the bu- 
ſineſs, and become Captain of our Sal. 
Heb. 5. 9. vation, he muſt be made perfe& by ſuf. 
| fering;- Heb. 2. 10. And if hewill 
ſtand in the ſtead of Man, he muſt bear the wrath of 
his Father : if he will become fin for Man, though he 
knew no fin, he muſt become a curſe for Man. And 
doubtleſs this great Myſtery of the Perſon that ſuffered, 
cannot chooſe but be a very high and excellent ſubjeR 
of Knowleds; fo full of wonder and aſtoniſhment , 
Ls that the Angels gaze into it : And as it 
1 Pet. 1.12. is a ſtrange and wonderful thing init 
ſelf, ſodoubtleſs it was ordained to 
high and wonderful ends, bearing a ſvitableneſs unto 
the greatneſs of the Inſtrument. This therefore is 
the 6 Conſideration that advanceth the excellen- 
2 of this knowledg ; the Perſon that was cruci. 
ed. 
' Il. What he ſuffered. Chriſt Jeſus and him cruci- 
fied; though all the courſe of his life was a continual 
ſuffering, 'and the preamble or walk unto his death, 
which was the end of his life; yet this was the comple- 
ting of all the reſt ; and the Tide and Waves of his ſuf 
ferings did ſtill riſe higher, and higher, till it arrived in 
this : and the ſeyeral ſteps and aſcents unto the Croſs, 
EET TE” though 
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though they began from his Birth, yet thoſe that were 


lf 

ml more immediate, began with the preparation tothe 
vel Paſſover. The Council held by the chief Priecfts and 
0N 

he 


Scribes, for the crucifying of our Saviour, was fate 
upon twodays before the Paſſover, Matth. 26. 2. Mark 
\; 14. 1. And this was the firſt ſtep to Mount Calvary : 
vl And doubtlgſs it was no ſmall addition to our Saviour's 
0 Paſſion, that it was hatched in the Councel of the chief 
at Prieſts and Scribes, the then external viſtbly Church, 
he the Husbandmen of the Vineyard : Afarth. 21. 33, But 
2.8 this is notall; as the viſible Church of the Fews is the 
uM Conclave where this Council is formed; So Fudas a 
il. Member of the viſible Church of Chriſt, one of the 
if. Twelve, is the Inſtrument toeffeRt it; Marth. 26, 14. 
il He contrats with them for Thirty pieces of Silver, to 
of ſ betray his Maſter unto them : And ſurely this could not 
he chooſe but be a greatgrief to our Saviour, that one of 
id bis ſele& Apoſtles ſhould turn Apoſtate, and thereby 
d, brought a blemiſh upon the reſt, 
all Upon theday of Eating of the Paſſover, called the 
firſt day of the Feaſt of unleavened Bread, our Saviour 
it and his Diſciples keep the PaMfover together in Fernuſa- 
it /em; and there the two Memorials of our Saviours Paſ- 
to ſion meet : that of the Paſſover inſtituted by God, and 
toll the I#aelities going out of Ecypt ; and the Breadand 
is Wine after Supper inftituted by our Saviour,to fucceed 
n-W in the place of the former : and each did queſtionleſs 
ci make a deep-impreſſion upon our Saviour, in which 
he anticipated his Paſſion, and lively repreſented to 
ci-W him that breaking and pouring out of his Blood and 
al W Soul, which he was ſyddenly to ſuffer : And doubtleſs 
h, here began a great- meaſure of qur Saviour*s Paſſion, 
e- MW in the apprenhefion which he had of that eminent 
uf Storm, that he muſt ſpeedily undergo, From the 
Supper they go together to the Mount of Olives, and 
there he acquaints his Diſciples of a ſpeedy and — 
"3+ E 4 ui 
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full parting they muſt haye z the Shepherd is tq be ſmit. 
ten that night, and the Sheep to be ſcattered : and az 
he forclaw 7udas's treachery, ſo he foreſees Peter'sin- | t! 
Grmity; the Storm ſhould be fo violent, that Petr q 
himſelf, the reſoluteſt Apoſtle,ſhall deny his Maſter that W N 
night, an deny him thrice : And ſurely the foreſight MW P' 
of the diſtraftion that ſhould befall his pgor Diſciples, W p4 
could not chooſe but add much to their tender viaſter's W n« 
affliction ; Aatth. 26. 31. All ye ſhall be offended be-Rff g 
Canſe of me this night. d 

And now let us follow our Bleſſed Lord from the WM c 
Mount of Olives into the Garthen, called by the A ty 
ſtles Gethſemane,with the affeftions of love and — 
in ſome meafure becoming ſuch an entertainment of o 
our thoughts, The Time that he choſe for this retire. WM ſc 
ment was the dead time of the night ; a ſeaſon that © tt 
might the more contribute to the ſtrength of that {ad-W u! 
nels, which the pre-apprehenſion of his imminent Pal W ar 
ſion, muſt needs occaſion. The place that he choſe, a ur 
ſolitary retired Garden, where nothing might, nor G 
could interrupt, or divert the intenſiveneſs of his ſor-W in 
T1Qw and fear: And to make both the time and place W bl 
the more opportune for his Agony, he leaves the reſt off tir 
his Diſciples, and takes with him only Perer and the] an 
two Sons of Zebedee, Matth. 26. 37. And to theſe he ft 
imparts the beginning of his ſorrow, that they might th 
be witneſſes of it, Aatth. 26. 37. My Soul is exceeding 
forrowful, even unto death ;, but yet commands, their di- 
ſtance, verſe 33.' Tarry ye here and watch with me, and 
he weng @ little further. Watch with me : ' The confu- 
fion of his Soul was ſo great, that the only Son 
God diſtruſts his own [ humane } ability to bear itz 
and yet his {ubmiſhon to this terrible conflict [| was 
ſowilling, that he leaves them that he had appoint 
to watch with him. . He went 4 little farther, The 
three diſciples had doubtleſs, a ſympathy with their 
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Maſter's ſorrow ; and yet the Will of God ſoorders 


it, that their exceſs of love and grief muſt not keep 
their Eyes waking,, notwithſtanding it was the laſt re. 
queſt of their forrowful Maſter. The Diſciples ſtepr, 
Matth. 26. 40. And thus every circumftance -of Time, 
Place, and Perſons contributeto a ſad and foli | 
portunity for this moſt terrible and black confi. And 
now in this Garden the mighty God puts his Son to 
grief, lades him with our ſorrows, Iſa. 53. 4. with- 
draws and hides from him the light of his favour and 
countenance; interpoſeth a thick and black cloud be- 
tween the Divinity and the humane Nature ; darts into 
his Soul the ſad and ſharp manifeſtations of his wrath ; 
overwhelms his Soul with one wave after another ; 
ſends into him the moſt exquiſite pre-apprehenſions of 
thoſe {ad and ſevere ſufferings he was the next day to 
undergo ; begins to make his Soul an Offering for Sin, 
and heightens his ſorrow, confuſion, and aſtoniſhment 
unto the uttermoſt, In ſumm, the mighty God, the 
God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, who knows the way 
into the Soul, and how to fill it with the moſt fad and 
black aſtoniſhment and ſorrow, was pleaſed at this 
time to eſtrange and eclipſe the maniſcſtation of his light 
and love to his only Son, as far as was poſſibly conſt- 
ſtent with his ſecret and eternal love unto him; to 
throw into him as ſad and amazing apprehenſions of 
his wrath, as was poſſible to be conſiſtent with the Hu- 

mane Nature to bear; to fortifie and ſtrengthen his 

ſenſe of it, and ſorrow for, and under it, unto the ut- 

termoſt, that ſo his grief and ſorrow and confuſion of 
Soul might bebrim-full, and as much as the exateſk 

conſtitution of a humane Nature could bear. 

And thus now at this time the Arm of the mighty 

God was bruifing the Soul of his only Son : Iſa. 53. 

16. And certainly the extremity of this agony within, 

muſt needs be yery great; if we conſider the w_ 
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effets it had without: 1. That pathetical deſc 
ption thereof that our Saviour himſelf makes of i 
My: Soul 3s exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death, Matt 
26. 37: 1o ſorrowful,exceeding ſorrowful, ſorrowfyl 
unto! death, and the expreſſions of the Evangeliſts 
Aatth. 26. 37.He began tobe ſorrowful, and very bear 
Mark 14. 33. He began to be ſore amazed, and to 
very heavy. It wasfuch a forrowas brough with it a 
amazement, an aſtoniſhment, 2. Again, that ſtrange 
requeſt to his three Diſciples, T arry ye and watch with 
me; as if he feared the ſorrow would overwhelm him, 
2. Again, His Prayer, and the manner of it, evidence 
a moſt wonderful perturbation within ; Afatth. 26. 39. 
He fell on his face and prayed ;, and what was the thing 
he prayed ? Father if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from 
me; or as Mark 14.36. Abba Father , all things ant 
poſſible unto thee, take away this Cup from me, &c. al 
though that this was the very end for which he came 
into the World ; The Cup which in former times he 
reached: after, and was ftraitned till it were fulfilled; 
yet ſuch a repreſentation there is thereof to his Soul 
that'although in the Will of his obedience, he ſub- 
mits; Not my Will but thine be done + Yet his nature bu 
ſhrinks and farts at itz and he engageth almighty te: 
God, as much as, upon as great arguments as was iſ w: 
poſſible, to decline the ſeverity of that wrath which go 
he was now tograpple with : 3. Upon the acconnt of ſ ea: 
his omnipotency ; Al things are poſſible to thee: 2. Up-Iſ his 
on the account of his Relation : Abba, Father : © It is not 
© a ſtranger that importunes thee ; it is thy Son 3 that 
<Son in whom thou didſt proclaim thy ſelf well pleas 
- *ſed ; that Son whom thou heareſt always ; it is he 
© that begs of thee; and beggs of thee adiſpenſation 
© from that which he moſt decltnes, becauſe he moſt 
$ loves thee, the terrible, unſupportable hiding thy face 
from me, :And this was not one fingle. Mr 
enrice 
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thrice repeated,reiterated, and that with nibre earneſt 
nels, Mark 14. 39. 4nd again be went awayz. and prayed, 
and ſpake the ſame words : Luke 22: 44. And being in an 
arony he prayed more earneſtly. Certainly, that impreſ. 
fon upon' his Soul, that cauſed him todeprecate that for 
which he was born, to deprecate it ſo often, ſocarneſt- 
ly, muſt needs be a ſorrow and apprehenſion of a very 
terrible and exceeding extremity. 4. Such was the 
weight of his ſorrow and confuſion of Soul, that it 
even excecding the ſtrength of his [| Humane ] Nature 
to bear it, it was ready to diflolye the Union between 
his Body and Soul; inſomuch that to add farther 
ſtrength unto him,and capacity to undergo the meaſure 
of it, an Angel from Heaven is ſent, not [ meerly] 
to comfort, but to ſtrengthen him; to add a farther de- 
gree of ſtrength to his humane Nature, to bear the 
weight of that wrath, which had in good earneftmade 
his Soul ſorrowMunto death,had itnot been ftrength- 
ned by the miniſtration of an Angel, Zuke 22. 43. and 
this aſſiſtance of the Angel, as it did not allay the for- 
row of his Soul, ſo neither did it intermit his impor- 
tunity to be delivered from the thing he felt and feared; 
bur did only ſupport and ftrengthen him to bear a grea- 
ter burden of it : and as the meaſure of his th 

was increaſed, ſo was the burthen which he muſt under- 
go, increaſed, for after this he prayed again more 
earneſtly the third time, Zuke 22. 43. The ſupply of 
his Rtrength was ſucceeded with an addition oi ſorrow, 
Und the increaſe of his ſorrow was followed with the 
greater importunity ; He prayed more earneſtly, Heb.5.7 
With trons crying and tears, Luke 22. 44. And being in 
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& Wl 4: Arony, he prayed more earneſtly, and his Sweat was as 
y El ». > hs of Blood be, down to the ground. 
EB This was his third Addreſs to his Father, Afatth. 26. 
eW 44. And here was the higheſt pitch of our Saviour's 
6 Paſſion in the Garden, His foul was in an agony, in 
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'the greateſt concuſhon, confuſion, and extremity « 
ſorrow, fear, anguiſh, and aftoniſhment, that was poſ. 
ſible to be inflited by the mighty hand of God on the 
ſoul of Chriſt, that could be conſiſtent with the purity 
of the nature of our Saviour, and the inſeparable union 
that it had with ths Divine Nature : Inſomuch, that 
the confuſion! and diftraftion of his Soul under it, and 
the ſtrugling and grapling of his Soul with it , did 
make ſuch an impreffion upon his Body, that the like 
was never before or fince. The ſeaſon of the year was 
cold, for ſo itappears, Fohn 18 18. the Servants and 
Officers had made a fire of coals, for it was cold ; and 
the ſeaſon of the time was cold ; it was, as near as we 
may gueſs, about midoight, when the Sun was at his 
greateſt diftance, and obſtruted in his influence by 
interpoſition of the Earth : for it appears they came 
- with Lanthorns and Torches when they apprehended 
him, John 18. 3. And he was broht to the high 
Prieſt's Hall, a little before Cock-crowing, after ſon 
time had been ſpent in his Examination, Marth. 26.69. 
And yet for all this,fuch is the Agony and perturbatiog 
of our Saviour*s Soul, that in this cold ſeaſon it puts 
his body in a ſweat, a ſweat of blood, great drops « 
blood, drops of blood falling down to the ground; 
and certainly it was no light confli& within, that cav- 
fed fuch a Gm and un-heard of ſymptom without, 
Certainly the ſtorm in the Soul of Chriſt muſt neds be 
very terrible, that his blood, the ſeat of his vital ſpi 
rits, could no ' longer abide the ſenſe of it, but ſtarte 
out in a ſweat of blood, and ſuch a ſweat, that wat 
more than conſiſtent with the ordinary conſtitution of 
Humane Nature.*And during this time,even from the 
eating of the Paſſover until this-third addreſs to his 
Father was over, the ſuffering of our Saviour lay prin- 
cipally, if not only, in his Soul. Almighty God was 
' wounding of his ſpirit, and making his Soul an offer- 
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ing forſin: And though the diſtina, and clear manner 
of this brusſing of our Saviour"s Soul cannot be appre- 
hended by us; yet ſurely thus much we may conclude 
concerning it: 1. He was made ſin for us, that knew 
no ſin, 2 Cor.'y. 21. he'ftood under the imputation of 
all our ſins; and though [he were perſonally innocent, 
yet judicially and by way of interpretation, / he was 
the greateſt offender that ever was ; for the Lordlaid 
upon him the iniquity of ns all, Wa.'53. 6. 2. And 
conſequently he was under the imputation of all the 
guilt of all thoſe fins, and ſtands, in relation unto 
God, the righteous Judge, under the very ſame ob. 
ligation to whatſoeyer puniſhment the ve 
of the offenders were, unto the utt of that 
conſiſtency that it had with the unſeparable union 
unto the Father: and this obligation unto the puniſh- 
ment could not chooſe but work the ſame ec in 
our Saviour, as it muſt do in theſinner ( deſperation 
and fin excepted; ) to wit, a ſad apprehenſion of the 
wrath of God againſt him. The purity and juſtice of 
God, which hath nothing that it hates but fin, muſt 
purſue fin, wherever it find it: and as when it finds 
fin perſonally in a' man, the wrath of God will abide 
there {o long as fin abides there; ſo when it finds 
the ſame fin aſſumed by our Lord, and bound as it were 
to him, as the wood was to Fſaac,when he was laid upon 
the Altar,the wrath ofGod could not chooſe but be ap- 
prehended as incumbent upon him, till that fin that by 
imputation lay upon him were diſcharged. For as our 
Lord was pleaſed to be our Repreſentive in bearing our 
fins, and to ſtand in our ſtead, ſo all theſe affeftions and 
morions of his Soul did bear the ſame conformity,as if a- 
Qed by vs : As he put on the perſon of the finner,ſo-he 
puts on the ſame ſorrow, the ſame ſhame, the fame fear, 
the ſametrembling,under the apprehenſion of rhe wrath 
of his Father, that we muſt have done : And ſoas an 
imputed 
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imputed fin drew with it the obligation unto puniſh- 
ment;{o it did, by neceflary conſequence, raiſe all thoſe 
confufions and ſtorms in the Soul of Chriſt, as it would 
have dene in the perſon of the ſinner, fin only excepted. 
3. In. this Garden,as he ſtands under the fin, and guilt of 
our nature, ſo he ſtands under the curſe ofour nature; 
to wit, a neceſſity of death , and of nndergoin 
the wrath of God for that fin whoſe puniſhment he hat 
undertaken for us: the former, the diſſolution of his 
body and ſoul by a moſt accurſed death ; and the latter 
the ſuffering of his Soul;, and this latter he is now un- 
der. God is pleaſed toinflia upon him all the mani. 
feſtations of his wrath, and to fling into his Soul the 
ſharpeſt and ſevereft repreſentation of ' his diſpleaſure 
that might poſſibly befall him under that bare imputed 
guits conlidering the dignity ofhis Perſon. And ſure- 
y this was more terrible to our Saviour than all his cor- 
poral ſufferings were : under all thoſe not one word, no 
perturbation at all, but as a ſheep before His ſhearers is 
dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth : but the fenſe off; 
the diſpleaſure of his Father, and the imprefſtons that M. 
he makes upon his foul, thofe he cannot bear without WE 
ſorrow , even unto death, without moſt tmportune 
addrefles to be delivered from them, and rmoſt trange 
concuſſion and agony upon his ſoul and botly; undet 
the ſenſe of them. And the attnal manifeſtation of thi 
wrath of God upon his Sox conſiſted in thele two things 
principally. 

1. Filling the ſoul with ftrange and violent fears and 
terrors, infomuch that he was in an amazement and 
conſternation of the ſpirit ; the Paſſion-Pſalm renders 
it, P/al. 22.14. My heart i like wax, it is melted in the 
midſt of my Bowels: The God of the Spirits of all fleth, 
that knows how to grind and bruiſe the ſpirit , did 
bruiſe and melt his ſoul within him with terrors, fears, 
and ſad pre-ipprehenſions of worſe to follow. 


© 
4 


Bs A &%. =. A. O. 5. o.. = 


Qs Os 


= OO Q_”S 2H 


of Chriſt Cracified. " 63 

2. A ſenſible withdrawing, by. hafty and ſwift de- 
Trees, the light of the preſence and favout of God : 
He is ſorrowful and troubled, and he goes to his Father 
todeſire it may paſs from him, but no anſwer; he goes 
again, but yet noanſyer ; and yet under the preffure 
and extremity z he goes again the third time with more 


carneſtneſs, agony, a ſweat of blood; yetno, itcan- 
not be; and this was a terrible condition, that the light 
pf the countenance of the Father is removed frem his 
Son, his only Son, in whom he was well pleaſed, his 
Son whom he. had heard always : And when he comes 
o the Father under the greateſt obligation that can be, 
with the greateſt revenge, with the greateſt igaportu- 
nity; once, and again, and a third time z that, 
ed within with fears, and covered without with 
Blood, and yet no anſwer ; but all light, and acceſs 
ith fayour intercepted,with nothing but blackneſs and 
ilence, Certainly this was a terrible Cup, yet thus it 
was with our Saviour Chriſt; the light of the favonr 
pf God, like the Sun in an Eclipfe, trom the very in- 
itution of the Sacrament, began to be coyered one de-. 
oree after another; and in the third addreſs to the Fa- 
ther in the Garden, it was even quite gone: But at that 
preat hour, when our Saviour cried, My God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ! then both Lights, that grea- 
ter Light of the favour of God to his only Son, toge- 
ther with the Light of the Sun, ſeemed to be under a 
otal Eclipſe; and this was that which bruiſed the Soul 
of our Saviour, and made it an Offering for Sin; and 
this was that which wrung drops of Bloed from our Sa- 
viour's Body, before the Thorns, or Whips, or the 
Nai's ; or the Spear had torn his veins. 

And now after this third application for a deliverance 
from the terrible Cup of the wrath of God, and yet no 
diſpenſation obtained, he returns to his miſerable Com- 
lorters, the three Diſciples ; and he finds them a third 
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time aſleep : Theſe very three Diſciples were once the 
witneſſes of a glorious Transfiguration of our Saviour 
in the Mount, and in an extaſfie of joy and fear , the 
fell on their faces, Afar. 17. 6. And now they are tobe 
witnefſes of a ſad T uration of their Lord unde 
an agony and ſweat of blood ; and now under ane 
tafie of ſorrow they are not able to watch with thei 
Lord one hour, Our Saviour. calls them, but while 
they were ſcarce awakened,they are rouzed by a loude 
alarm, Mattb. 26. 47. Whiles he yet ſpake, Judas, on 
of the twelve came, and with him a great multitudi 
with ſwords and ſtaves from the high Priefls, John 18. 
with Lagthorns and torches : And though this was li 

in compariſon of the ſtorm that was in our Savio 
Soul; yet ſuch anappearance, at ſuch a time of t 
night, and to a perſon under ſuch a ſad condition 
could not but be terrible to fleſh and blood ; eſpecially 
if we conſider the circumfances that attend it. 1. | 
Apoſtle, one of the twelve, he it is that conduRts thi 
black Guard, Mu#._25. 47. Whomſorver I ſhall ki 
that ſame is he, bold him faſt; one that had been wi 
neſs of all his Miracles, heard all his Divine Serme 
acquainted with all his retirements; he, whole feet! 
Maſter with love and tenderneſs had waſhed , * wh 
within a few hours before had ſupped with him, 
-that Supper of Solemnity and Love, the Paſſover 
this is he that is in the head of this Crew : certain 
this had in it an aggravation of ſorrow to our Blef 
Saviour, to be betrayed by a Diſciple. 2. The m; 
ner of it, he betrays him by a kiſs; an enblem of | 
mage and love is made uſe of to be the ſignal of ſeg 
and contempt, as well as treachery and villany. 3. 4 
gain, the carriage of his Diſciples, full of raſhneſ 
and yet of cowardize; they ftrike a Servant of t 
vigh Prieſt, and cut off his Ear, Marth. 26. 57, whit 
had not the meckneſs and mercy of our Saviour pill {ai 
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vented by a4 miraculous cure, might have added a ble- 
miſh to the ſweetneſs and innocence of his ſuffering : 
He rebukes the raſhneſs of his Difciple, and cures the 
wound of his Enemy. Again, of Cowardize, Marth. 
26. 56. Then allthe Diſciples ferſook_bim and fled;, and 
Peter himſelf, that but now had profeſſed the reſolution 
of his love to hjs Maſter, follows, but a-ſar off, Mar. 
26. 53. in the poſture and profeſſion of a Stranger 
and a Spetator. So ſoon was the Love and Honour of 
a Maſter; deſerved by ſo much Love, and Purity, 
and Miracles, loſt in the Souls of the very Difci- 

les. 

x After this, he is brought to the high Prieſts, the ſa- 
lemn Afﬀembly of the then viſible Church of the Fews, 
in the Perſons of the greateſt Reverence and Fiteem a- 
mong them, the high-Priefts, Scribes, and Elders; and 
before them Accuſed, and Convicted of thoſe Crimes 
that might render Him Odious to the Jews, Romans, 
'andall good men; Blaſphemy, and by them pronoun. 
ced worthy of Death, Mar. 26. 66. and after this, 
expoſed to the baſeft uſage of the baſeft of their re- 
tinue ; the Servants ſpit on him, buffet him, expoſe 
him to Scorn, ſaying, Propheſie unto « thou Chriſt, who 
# he that ſmote thee? Mat. 26. 67: Irfjuries lefs tole- 
rable than Death to an Ingenuous Nature : and, to add 
to all the reft, Peter, inſtead of reproving the Infolence 
of the Abje&s, and bearing 2 part with his Maſter in 
his injuries, thrice denying his Maſter, and that with ' 
an Oath, and Curſing - ſo tar was he from owning his 
Maſter in his Adyerfity, that he denied he knew him 
and this in the very preſence of our Saviour, Lake 
22. 61. Andthe Lord turned and lotked yon Peter ; cer- 
tainly that look of our Saviour, as it carried a {ecret 
meſſage of a gentle reprehenſion; ſo alfo of much ſor- 
"un row, and grief in our Lord : As if he ſhould have 
"my faid ; © Ah Peter, cart thou ſee thy Saviour thus uſed, 
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© and wilt thou not own me? Or if-thou wilt not, 
© yet muſt thou'nceds deny me, deny me thrice, de. c 
© ny me with Oaths, and with Execrations? The un- 7 
© kindneſs of a Diſciple, and ſuch a Diſciple, that haſt: w 

vi 

th 


* been privy to my Glory in my Transfiguration, and to 

" © my Agony in the Garden, cuts me deeper than the 

«* Srorns and Deriſfions of theſc Abjets. But that's nat - 
<all-; this Apoſtacy of thine, theſe Denials,theſe Oaths, 
© theſe Execrations will lie heavy upon me anon,and add f 
© to that unſupportable burden that I am under; the Ml © 
© Thorns, and the Whips, and the Nails that I muſt a 
© non ſuffer, will be the more envenomed by thele Sins 
© of thine; and thou caſteſt more Gall into that bitter 
© Cup, that Iam drinking, than all the Malice of mine 
© Enemies could do. In ſumm, though thou goeſt 
© out, and weepeſt bitterly, yet theſe Sins of thine 


©* would ſtick unto thy Soul unto _—_— if I ſhould -n 
© not bear themfor thee z they coſt thee lome tears, but . 

© they muſt coſt me my Blood. ; 2 
»; The next morning the High-Prieſts and Elders hold bo 
aſccond conſultation, as ſoon as it was day, Luke 22.0: © 
66. Their Malice was fo-ſolicitous, that they prevent P 
the Morning Sun ; and after they had again examined Lat 
him, and in that Council charged him with Blaſphemy Th 
the Council and the whole Multitude lead him bound F 4 

to Pilate; and there they accuſe him; and, to make Th 
their Acculation the more gracious, charge him with Sel, , } 

* dition againſt the Remans; and though he had no other | 
Advocate but Silence and Innocence, for he anſwered; 3% 
them nothing; yet the Judge acquits him, Lake 23. 23ic far 
1 find no fault in him; aud yet, to ſhift His hands oli, 

the Employment,andto gratific an Adverſary, he ſend wy 
him to Herod, and his Accuſers follow him thither alſo, he | 
. Lucke 243; 10. The chief Prieſts and Scribes vehementlc BI 
Accule him: Herod when hehad ſatisfied his Curioſity. » 
Cifie | 


in the ſight of Jeſus, to add to the Scorn of our Saviour 
bas *- Exp 
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expoſeth him to the Deriſion of his rude Souldlers, and 
Cloaths him in a Gorgeous Robe, and remands him to 
Pilate, | This in Triumph and Scorn he is ſent from 
placggo place: firſt ts Anas ; then Caiphas ; then cons 
vent before the Council of the Prieſts; then ſentinto 
the High Prieſts Hall ; then re-conyented before the 
Council; then ſent bound to Pilate; and from thence 
to Herod;, and from him back again to Pilate: and in 
all thoſe Tranſlafions from place to place, expoſed un- 
to, and entertained with new Scorns, and Deriſions, 
and Contempts. 

' At his return to Pilate, he again the ſecorid tirhe de- 
clares his Innocetice; that neither he nor Herod found 
ol 7 thing worthy of Death 23. 15. And yet to 

oratific the Fews, he offers to have him Scourged,whom 

he pronounceth Innocent ; yet to avoid the groſs- inju- 
tice of a Setence of Death, offers to releaſe him, to 
obſerve their Cuſtom ;, but this could not ſatisfie: To 
preſerye their Cuſtorn, and yet to fulfil their Malice, 
they choſe the Repriceve of Barabbas a Murderer, and 
importune the Crucifying of the Innocent Jeſus ; -and 
now the third time Plate pronounceth him Innocent, 
Like 23.22.*and yet delivers him over to be Crucifled. 
The Executioners did it to the uttermoſt,& to add pain 
and ſcorn to his ſcourging, put upon him a Crown of 
© Thorns: and in his Diſguiſe of Blood and Contempt, 
he brings him forth, ſhews him to his Perlecutors, Foh. 
19.5. Beholdthe Man, as if he ſhould have ſaid, * You 
© Fews, that have accuſed this man, muſt know 1 find no 
W* fault in in kim; yet to ſatisfie your Importunity, I 

"WI have delivered him over to the ſevereſt and vileſt pu- 
© niſhment next unto Death, Scourging and Scorn; here 
© heis, ſee what a SpeRacle it is , let this ſatisfie your 
© Envy. But all this will not ſerve, there is nothing 
below the vileſt of Deaths can ſatisfie; all cry our,Cru- 
Wcific him : And when yet the Judge profeſſeth he finds 
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nothing worthy of Death, they impoſe a Law of their 
own, Wehave a Law, and by our Law he ought to dye, 
baeanſe tre made himſelf the Son of God, Jo. 19.7. but 
when this-rather made the Judge the more cautygus, 
they engage him upon his Fidelity to Ceſar his Mer: 
He that maketh himſelf a King, ſpecketh againft Car : 
But all'this was not enough; but at boa the impor- 
tunity-of.-the Prieſts and People prevailed; and Pate 
who had been before warned by the monition of his 
Wife; and had theſe ſeveral times proneunced him in» 
nocent, yet againſt the Convition of his own Conſc 
ence, to-ſatisfie and content the Fews, adds this far- 
ther Craelty and-[njuſtice to what he had before done, 
gaye Sentence that it ſhould be as they required, Lukg 
23-24. delivered him over to that curſed and ſervile 
Death of Crucifixion : and yet his Perſecutors Malice 
and Envy not fatisfied; but, aſter his Judgment, pur- 
ſge the Execution of it with as great Malice, Scorn, 
and Cruelty, as they had before uled in obtaining it; 
HisCrown'of Thorns upon his Head; a Purpke Robe 
upon .his Body; the Blood of his Scourging, anc 
Thorns all covering his Viſage: a Reed in his Right 
Hand ; and the Baſe and Inſolent Multitude with Spit 
tings,and Stroaks, and Reprozches, abuſing him, til 
| His Crolsbe ready: and then the Purple Robe is take 
off, and he conduQed to the place of his Execution 
and, to add Torment to-his Shame, our Blefſed Lord 
wearied with an Agony, and long watchipg the night 
before; and from the time of his Apprehending hur 
ried from place to place; and his Blood and Spirit 
fpent with the Scourging and Thorns,and Blows; and 
which is more than all this, a Soul within laden wit 
the weight of Sorrow, and the burden of the Wrat 
of God, which did drink up and copfume his Spirits 
yet, in this Condition, he is fain to bear his burdenſc 
' Cres 4owards the place of his Execution, oby: 19. 17 
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till he was able to carry it no longer, but even. fainted 
under it, and then Simon of Cyrene is compelled to begr 
it tothe place. Mat. 27, 32. 

When he comes to the place of Execution, he is 
ſtript ſtark naked, and his cloaths afterwards divided 

lot among the Souldicrs, fat. 27. 35. and his na» 
ked Body ſtretched upon the Crols to the uttermoſt ex- 
tenſion of it, Pſal. 22. 17, 1 may tell all my Bones, they 
look and ſtare upon me: and at the uttermoſt Extenſion, 
which the cruel Executioners could make of our Sa» 
viour's Body, his Hands and his Feet nailed to that 
Croſs, with great Nails through thoſe tender parts full 
of Nerves and Arteries, and moſt exquiſitely ſenſible of 
pain, And in this condition the Croſs with our Savi- 
our's Body is raiſed up in view of all; and, that 
even in thishis Execution, that the Shame and Igno- 
miny of the manner of his Death might have farther 
acceſſion of Scorn and Reproach, he is placed between 
two Thieves, that were Crucified with him, with an 
Inſcription of Derifion upon his Crols, in all the moſt 
Univerſal Languages of all the World, Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin; and the People and Prieſts ſtanding by 
with Geſtures and words of Derifion, Matth. 27. 39, 
43. and, eyen toa Letter, aſſuming thoſe very geſtures 
and words which were ſo many hundreds of years pre- 
diced in the Paſſhon.Pſalm 22, 73. He truſted in Gad, 
let bim deliver him, if he will have him; and one of 
thoſe very Thieves, that was even dying asa MalefaQor, 


W yet was filled with ſeach a Devilliſh Spirit, that he up- 


braids and derides him. 

And now our Savioar is under the Torments and 
Shame of this curſed Execution : but, though thele his 
Sufferings of his Body and outward Man, were very, 
grievous, inſomuch that it could not but extremely 
affliſt him; yet it is ſtrange to ſec how little he, was 
tranſported under them, in all his Contumelies, Re- 
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proaches, and Accuſations, ſcarce a word anſwered: 
He anſwered them nothing to all his Abulings, Strokes, 
Ridiculous Garments, Crown of Thorns, tearing of 
bis Body with Scourging; yet not a word 3 but As « 
Sheep bgfore the Shearers us dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth; 
Iſa. 53.7. Inall his Rackings vpon the Croſs, and 
nailing of his Limbs to it, and all the anguiſh, that, for 
the ſpace of fix hours, from the third hour, wherein 
he was Crucified, Mark 15. 25. untill the ninth hour, 
wherein he gave up the Ghoſt, Afar. 27. 46. .not a 
word of complaint ; but he refuſed thoſe very ſupplies 
which were uſually given to ſuppreſs the violence of the 
pain, Vinegar and Gall, ar. 27. 34. But when we 
come to the AﬀiRtions of his Soul, they were of a 
higher Dimenſion, in the Garden, when no other 
Storm was upon him, but what was within him, - he 
falls down upon his Face and Prayes; and again ; and 
a third time; and is amazed, and ſorrowful to Death; 
and {ſweats drops of blood: And doubtleſs whiles he 
was under the Reproaches, and Buffetings, and Whip- 
pings, and Thorns, he was not without a Terrible and 
* confuſed Sadneſs and Heavineſs within, which though 
they did not mitigate the Torments of his Body, yet 
they did infinitely exceed them : The Spirit and the 
Soul is moſt exquiſitely ſenſible, and it is that which 
feels the pains iuflited upon the Body : Certainly 
therefore the wound of the Spirit it ſelf, the fountain 
of ſenſe, muſt needs be exceedingly grievous: And 
hence it was,that though all the Injuries and Torments 
of our Saviour could ſcarce wring a complaint fron 
him, yet the weight of that Wrath that lay upon hi 
Soul, -now made an Offering for Sin, did wring from 
him thofe' bitter and terrible cries,that one would wor- 
der ſhould proceed from him, that was One with the 
Father, Mat. 27. 46. My God, my God, why haf 
then forſaken me? From the fixth hour to = nin 
arkne\ 
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darkneſs was over all-the Land, Match. 27. 45. fach i 
Darkneſs as bred an Aſtoniſhment even in'Scrangers and 


other Countries. The darkneſs of the World,though 


a ſuitable Dreſs for ſuch a time, wherein the Son of 
God muſt die, and the Son of Righteouineſs berEclip- 
ſed; yet it was nothing in comparifon of that diſmal 
ſhadow, that covered our Sayiour”s Soul all this time. 
About the ninth hour,our Saviour cryed that bitter cry, 
My God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? Manifeſt- 
ing the depth of his ſorrow, and the perfe& ſenſe he 
had of it ; Why haſt thou forſaken me ? More could not 
have been ſuffered, or been ſaid; every word carrics 
in it an accent of Horror. © Thoy, that art the great 
© God, from whom, and in whom, every thing hath 
© its Being and Comfort ; ſurely if in thy preſence is 
© fulneſs of Joy, in thy withdrawings muſt be ful- 
©*neſs of Horror and Confuſion; and yet it is Thou 


*« that haſt forſaken me. Forſaken : Hadſt thou never 


© been with me, as I had not known the bleſſedneſs 
* of thy Fruition, ſo I could not have meaſured the ex- 
© tremity of my Loſs ; the excels of the Happineſs that 
* I had in thy Preſence, adds to the excels of my Miſery 
© inthe ſuffering of thy Abſence. Forſaken me : not 
* withdrawn thy ſelf to a diſtance, but forſakeny me ; 
© and forſaken me at ſuch a time as this, when I ſtand 
© more inneed of thy Preſence than ever ; when I am 
© forſaken of my Country-men, of my Kindred, of 
© my Diſciples, then to be forſaken of Thee,” when 
©Iamunder the ſhame and pains of a cruel and a cur- 
*{ed death; under the ſcorns and derifions of thoſe 
© that hate me ; under the weight, and preſſure of all 
© the Sins of the World ; under the ſtruglings with ter- 
© rors in my Soul, ſent from thy mighty hand 5 under 
© the viſible approach of Death, the King of Terrors 
© undera veil of darkneſs without, and the ſeeming 
(triumph of the power of —— within ; . then - 
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© be;Fprſaken, and Forſaken of Thee, whom I had 
© of to be my ſupport. Forſakes Me : It is not 
* a Stranger that thou forſakeſt; It is thy Son; thy on. 
© ly Son; in whom thou didſt heretofore proclaim thy 
© ſelf well pleaſed : that Son whom tho? thou now ſorfa- 
© keſt, yet forgets not his Duty unto thee, nor depen. 
* dance uþon thee ; but - lays hold on thee : and 
© though thou ſhakeſt me off, yet | muſt til} call upon 


© thee, with the humble confidence of My God, My 


* Gad ſtill, Why haſt thou forſaken me? To be forla- 
 ©ken, and to be forſaken of God, ef my God; of 
* him that is not only my God, but my Father; and 
© that at ſuch ain and yet not to know why. Oh 
bleſſed Saviour, the Prophets that ſpake by thy own 
Spirit did tell thee why : and that very Pſalm, out of 
which thou takeſt this bitter cry, doth tell thee why ; 
and thou thy ſelf with ſome few days, or hours be- 
fore, didft tell us why; and doſt thou now ask us why ; 
Didft thou not chooſe even that which thou now groan- 
eſt under? and wert willing toput thy Soul in our Souls 
ſtead, and bear the Sin of thoſe which are now thy 
Burden ? certainly we may, with all Humility and Re- 
yerence conceive, that at the time of this bitter cry, 
our Sgriour's Soul was, . for the preſent, overſhadowed 
with ſo much Aﬀoniſhment and Sorrow, that it did 
for the preſent over-power and cover the actual and 
diſtinct Sence of the Reaſon of it; at leaſt in that meq- 
ſure arid degree in which he ſuffered. This cry of our 
Saviour was about the ninth hour, a little before his 
death, and having fulfilled one Prophecy in this terri- 
ble cry, centained in the very words of Pſal. 22. hg 
fulfils another ; he ſaith, / thirſt, John 19. 28. And 
preſently they give him Vinegar to drink. And between 
this and his death there intervene theſe paſſages. 1. His 
proclaiming to the World, that the work of our Re- 
demption was finiſhed, fokn 19,30. When he received 
| the 
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the Vinegar, he ſaid, it is finiſhed. '2. A ſecond cry 
with 4 loud voice, Mat. 27. 50. The Words are not 
expreſſed of his ſecond cry ;, only both. Evangeliſts, 
Matthew and Luke, teftific it was a cry with a loud 
voice; tocvidence to the World that in the yery Arti- 
cle of his giving up of the Ghoſt,the irength of Nature 
was not wholly ſpent, for he cryed with a loud voice, 
3. The comfortable reſignation of his Soul unto the 
hands of his Father, Luke 23. 46. Father, into thy 
bands I commend my Spirit: And although, but even 
now the black Storm was upon his Soul, that made him 
cry out with that loud and bitter cry, yet the Cloud is 
over, and with comfort he delivers up his Soul into the 
hands of that God, whom he thought, but even now, 
had forſaken him. It is more than probable that that 
ditter cry was uttered at the very Zexith of his pains; - 
and when he had taken the Vinegar, and proclaimed 
that it is finiſhed ; though they were all wrapt up in a 
very ſmall time, about the end of the. ninth hour, yer 
now there remained no more, but for him to give up 
his Spirit, which he inftantly thereupon did, Joby 
19. 30, He ſaid, it is fimſhed, he bowed the head, and 
gave up the Ghoſt, Now the things ——— ovſeryable 
in the Death of our Savionr are many. 1. 1hat it was 
2 voluntary delivering up of his Spirit : this is that 
which he ſaid, fat. 10.18. No man taketh it from 
me, but I lay it down: I have power 10 lay it down, and 
I bave powet to take it again: this commandment bave I 
received of my Father. And truly this voluntary deli+ 
vering vp of his Soul, was wel ncar as great an evie 
dence of his Divinity, as his refuming it again : fo 
that this very delivering up of his Soul, Converted the 
Centurion, Mark 15.39. When be ſaw that he ſo cryed 
and gave up the Ghoſt, he ſaid, Truly this man was the 
Saw of Goi, Now that he thus voluntarily gave up his 
ppirit, is evident; 1. By the ſtrength of _ 
By | that 
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that was yet upon him, in the very Article of his Deatl 
hecryed with a loud voice. 2. That the Thieves wt 
were Crucified at the ſame time, died not till there wa 
a farther violence uſed by breaking their Legs, 7oh 
19. 32. but he expired to prevent the violence of the 
Soldiers, and to fulfil the Type and Prophecy, Not 
bone of him ſhall be broken, Fohn 19. 36. 3. That 
the ſaddenneſs of his Death cauſed admiration in thole 
that well knew the liagring courſe of ſuch a death ; it 
the Centurion, Mark, 15. 39. in Pilate, Mark 15.44 
which might probably be the cauſe that the inſolent 
Souldier, to ſecure the aſſurance of his death, pierced 
his ſide witha Spear, 7obn 19.34. and thereby fulfilled 
that other Scripture which he never thought of, Fol 
15. 37. | 
1 4s the wonderful Occurrences that accompanied 0 
Saviour's Death were very many, and conſiderable 
1. A ftrange and particular Fulfiling of che Prophecie 
and Types, that were concerning our Saviour's Deat 
and the very individual circumftances that attended it 
and all, to confirm our Faith, that this was indeed the 
Meſſias, and that he was thus delivered over to deat! 
by the moſt certain and pre-determinate Councel of 
God : The time of his death ſo exacly predited by 
Danmel, ch. 9. v. 25. 26.the parallel circumſtances wit! 
the Paſchal Lamb, in the Nature of him, 
Ia. 53.7. Lamb without ſpot, Exod. 12. 5. in tl 
time of his delivery over to Death, at the 
Feaſt of the Paſſeover, and the very evening wherein 
the Paſsover was to be eaten: In the manner of hi 
Oblation, not a bone to be broken, Exod. 12.46. & 
gain, the manner of his Death, by piercing his Hands 
and his Feet, Pſal. 22.16. The very Words uſed by 
him, Pſal. 22.1. at. 27. 46. the Words uſed of 
him, Pſal. 22. 8. Mat. 27.43. the Crucifying of hin 
between Malefators, Iſa. 53. 12, the — 
Ia 
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Iſa. 53: 5- the dividing of his Garments, and caſting 
Lots upon his Veſture, Pſal. 22. 18. the thirſt of our 
Saviour upon the Croſs, and the giving him Vinegar and 


Gall, Pſal. 69. 21. | 
- 2. A ſtrange and miraculous Concuſſion of Nature, 
giving teſtimony to the-wonderful aud unheard of dit- . 
{olution of our Saviour's Body and Soul, Darkneſs from 
the ſixth hour untill the ninth hour. And it is obſerva- 
ble in the night wherein he was born, by a miraculous 
light the night became as day, Zuke 2.9. Butat his 
Death a miraculous Darkneſs turned the Day into 
Night for three hours; Mat. 27. 45. At his Birth 
a new Star was created to be the Lamp and Guide unto 
the place of his Birth, dat. 2.9. But at his Death 
the Sun in the Firmament was masked with Darkneſs, 
and yielded not his Light, while the Lord of Life was 
paſſing into the veil of Death. Again, another pro- 
digy that accompanied the Death of Chriſt, was an 
Earthquake,that rent the Rocks,and opened the Graves, 
and ſtruck amazement and convidtion into the Centu. ' 
rion, that was watching him, AMatth. 27. 52. 53, $4- 
When our Saviour wa# entring into the Earth by 
Death, the Earth trembled ; and fo it did when he 
= coming out'of it by his Reſurre&tion, Afatth. 
29. 2, s 

3. Again, the Graves were opened, and the dead 
bodies of the Saints aroſe : As the touch of the bones of 
Eliſha cauſed a kind of ReſurreQion, 2 Kings 13.21. 
{o our Sxviour's Body, new fallen to the Earth, did give 
a kind of particular Reſurre&ion to the Saints Bodies, 
to teſtife that by his death, he had healed the deadli-' 
neſs of the Grave, and that the ſatisfation of Sin was 
accompliſhed, when Death, the wages of Sin , was 
thus Conquered. 

4. Again, the Veil of the Temple was Rent in twain 


from the top to the bottom , Aatth. 27". a 


76 - Of the Knawledg 

Veil was that, which divided the moſt holy place 
the reſt of the Tabernacle, Exod, 26. 33. and in 
moſt Holy place were contained the myſterious Type 
the Ark of the Covenant, and the Mercy-Seat; ar 
within this Veil only the high-Pricſ entred once a year, 
when he made an Attonement for the People and for the 
Tabernacle, Lewst. 16. 33. Heb. 9. 7. and now at our 
Saviour's death, this Veil was rent, from the top ty 
the bottom; and it :mported divers very great Myſteries: 
'2. That now our great high-Prieft was entring into the 
moſt Holy, with his own blood, having thereby made 
the Attonement for us; Heb. 9. 12. By bis own bloed, 
he entred ence into the moſt Holy place, having obtained 
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Eternal Redemption for s. 2. That the means, where | © 
by he entred into the moſt Holy place, was by rend. lie 
ing of his Humanity, his Soul from his Body, typified he 


by the rending of that Veil; and therefore his Fleſh, 
that is, his whole Humane Nature was the Veil, Heb.W .. 
10. 20. Conſecrated through the Veil, that is, his Fleſh, his 
3. That now by the death of Chrik all thoſe dark My.ſ £ 
ſeries veiled up formerly in the moſt Holy, the Ark of Ey 
the Covenant, and the Mercy-Seat, are now rendred ſl © 
open,and their Myſteries unfolded ; Chrift the Media-W ** 
tor of the Covenant,and the Seat of Mercy and Accep- 
tation, unto all Believers foundedand ſeated upon him, 
and thereby that Life and Immortality, which was f 
wrapt up in the Myſteries of the old Covenant, and il © 


yet thoſe Myſteries vailed, and incloſed up, within the | 
vail, is now brought to light through the Goſpel, ho 


2 Tim. 1. 10. and the Veil rent in twain, that as well 
'the meaning of thoſe Myſteries and Types under the 
Law is diſcovered. 4. That now the uſe of the Cere- i 
monial Law is at an end, the greateſt and moſt Sacred " 
Myſtery of the Tabernacle, and indeed of the whole | * 
Ceremonial Law: was this that was within the Veil, 8 ?* 
the moſt Holy place, wherein were the moſt Hely and 5) 
| eve- 
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Ml Reverend Myſtcries,the ArPand the Mercy-Seat; But 
— WI now the Vail is Rent, the Uſe Aboliſhed, the Covenant 

il of the People is given, the Body of Chriſt, typified 
by the Temple, teparated, and fo the uſe of the other 
Temple, Tabernacle, and the Holy Places, Veſſels, In. 
ruments thereof ceaſed. 5, That now the _— ry : 
of Heaven, the moſt Holy Þlace, is open unto all Be- 
lievers: Chrift our High Prieſt is entred in with his 
own Blood, and has not cloſed the Vail after him, but 
rent it in ſunder, and made and left a paſſage for a}l Be- 
lievers to follow him, with our Prayers and Acceſs to 
the Glorious God, and hereafter in our perſons; Heb. 
10. 19,20. Having therefore boldneſs to enter into the Ho- 
lies, by the Blood of Feſus, by a new and living way ,which 
he hath Conſecrated, for as, through the vail, that 1s to ſay, 
bu fleſh; let 1 draw near with a true heart. 

And now we have gone thus far with our Lord unto 
his Death, we ſhall follow him to his Grave. Foſeph of 
Arimathea, having an honourable mention by all four 
Eyangeliſts, Mar. 27.57. arich man, and Jelus Dil- 
ciple,” Hark, 15. 43- an hononrable Conncellor, who 
waited for the Kingdom of God; Lukg 23.50. a 
Counſellor, a good man, anda juſt, who had not con- 
ſented to the Counſel or Deed of the Jews, and wait- 
ed for the Kingdom of God; Fobn 19. 38. a Diſciple 
of Chrifts, but ſecretly for fear of the Fews: this man 
manifeſted his Faith and Love to his Maſter, when he 
was in his loweſt condition ; goes to Pilate boldly, and 
begs his Saviours Body ;, he wraps it in a clean Linnea 
Cloath, laid in a Tomb provided for himſelf, and 

wed out of the Rock, and rolled a great Stone upon 
the door of the Sepulchre. And as by his Death-with 
the Malefaors, ſo by bis Burial in this Rich man's Se- 
pulchre, he fulfilled both parts of the Prophecy, 1s. 
$3.9. He made his Grave with the Wicked, and with the 
Rich in his Death, The High Prieſts _— co 

alice. 
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malice, and their jealouſy® even againſt the dead boe 
of our Saviour; and,” ts ſecure themſelves againſt the 
ſuſpicion of his ReſurreRion the third day, take order 
for making the Sepulchre ſure, till the third day was 
paſt, Matth. 27. 60' they ſeal thr Stone, and feta 
' Watch. Andit is very obſervatfle, how the Almighty 
Council of God made ole of the very Malice and Jes 
louſie of theſe People, for the. confirming of his own 
Truth, Chritt's Refſurretion; and our Faith; Their 
Malicious and Curious Induſtry, to prevent the poſh. 
biliry of a fictitious Reſurre&tion,abundantly and uncon- 
trollably convincing the Reality of our Saviour's Death 
and true Reſurretion. He is laid'in the Grave the E- 
vening of the day wherein he ſuffered ; a Stone rolled 
upon'the mouth of the Grave, ſuch as required a conf 
© derable ſtrength to remove it, infomuch that the wo- 
men that came the firſt day of the Week to embalm the 
Body, were in a great difficulty how it ſhould be remo- 
ved; Mark, 16.3. Forit was a great Stone z Marth, 
27.60. And this Stone Sealed:- And, ' as if all this 
were too little, and the Bonds of Death and the Graye 
were too weak, they add a Watch of Soldiers to ſecure 
the Body, atth. 27. 66. And here we leave for 2 
while our Saviour's Body: interred in Spices,, Joby 
19. 39. in anew Sepulchre, wherein neyer before any 
lay, fohn 19. 41. hewenout of a Rock in the Gar 
den, John 19,42; That as in the Garden, Death 
at firſt laid hold of the firſt Adam, fo in the Garden the 
ſecond Adam undergoes the Rate of Death, and gains 
the ViRtory over the Grave : his Agony in a Garden 
and his Interrment in a Garden, his Body reſts in thy 
Grave,and his Soul Tranſlated into Paradiſe ; for ſo he 
witneſſed of himſelf, This day thou (halt be with me in P& 
rediſe, Luke 23.43. For at the inſtant of his Diffolw 
tion our fatisfaftion was made; and the work of our 
Redemption, fo far as it depended upon his Suffering, 
finiſhed; 
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Mfniſhed : -Sd that had it not been for a Witneſ of the 
reality and truth of his Death, and of the power and 
reality of his Reſurreion, and the ſutfilling of the 
Decree of God, manifeſted in the Scriptures, he might 
have re-afſumed Life the next inſtant after his Death : 
For the Debt to the Juſtice of God was fully fatis- 
fied, and his continuance in the Grave untill the third 
day, was not by the power of Death, which he van- 

iſhed in the inſtant of his Diſſolution, but a volunta- 
ry ſubjeing of himſelf unto that ſtate, for the ſtrengh. 
ning of our Faith, and the fulfillng 'of the Scrip- 
tures. 

And now we come to the conſideration of the Reſur- 
reftion of our Lord; by which he was declared to be - 
the Son of God with power; and by whick the fulneſs 
and compleatneſs of our Redemption by him, is abun- 
dantly manifeſted, He choſe that time to die, when 
the Paſs-over was ſlain; that time wherein Adam was 
created, the ſixth day of the Week at evening. He chole 
that time for his Body to reſt in the Grave, and for his 
Soul to reſt in Paradiſe, wherein his Father reſted from 
all the great work of the Creation; the ſeventh day of 
the Week; and he choſe that day to riſe again, which 
his Father choſe to begin the Creation, the firſt day of 
the Week ; that the ſame day might bear the inſcription 
of the Creation and of the Reſtitution of the World : 
and that as in that day the Lord God brought Light out 
of Darkneſs, ſo this Light, the Light that enlight- 
neth every man that comes into thr World, ſhould ariſe 
from the Land of Darkneſs, the Grave: This is the day 
that the Lord hath made, let ua be glad and rejoyce therein. 
The Time of the Day wherein our Lord aroſe,. was 
2, if very early in the Morning of the firſt day of the Week, 
as it began to dawn, artb. 21.1. While it was yet 
dark, or ſcarcely full light, 7obn 17. 1., And the Man- 
ner of it was full of wonder and aſtoniſhment. ' An 
| ; Angel 
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Angel frotm Heaven comes down to draw the Curtain! 
of our Saviours Grave, and with an Earth-quake rolls 
away the Stone that covered it ; the Keepers, who had 
watchfully obſerved the Command of their Command. 
ers, were fricken with Aﬀoniſhment, and became a 
dead, Matth. 28;2,3,4. Our Lord, who had poy: 
er tolay down his Life, and power to take it up again, 
ohm 10. 17. re-afſumes his Body, which, though it 
had tafted Death, yet had not ſeen Corruption,and ary 
ſeth, and thereby proclaimed the compleating of out 
a; and therefore not poſhble' he ſhou'd be 
longer holden of it, Ads 2.24. his Vitory over Death 
and the Grave for us, 1 Cor. I5. When our Lord rai 
ſed wp Lazarw, he came ferth of the Grave bound 
hand and foot with Grave-Cloaths, Zeb. 11.44. Though 
he was for the prelent reſcyed from Death by the powet 
of Chrift, yet he muſt ſtill be a Subjet to it : He 
is revived, but yet riſeth with the Bonds of Death 3 
bout him ; he muſtdie again : But when our Lord 1 
{eth, heſhakes off his Graye-cloaths 3; the linnen tha 
wrapped his Body in one place, and the linnen that 
bound his Head in another, Fohn 20.6, 7. Our Lord 
being riſen, dieth no more; Death hath no power ove 
him,: Rom. 6. 9. nj 

And thus we have conſidered the Hiſtory of Chriſti 
Paſhon and Refurre&ion, the firſt and fecond gent 
ral Conſideration : Who it was that ſuffered; 
what it was he ſuffered. The Third Conſiderati 
follows. 

1. From whom he ſuffered all theſe things; the 
confideration of which doth highly adyance the SufferWrhe: 
ingsof Chriſt, 1. He ſuffered this from the hands « 
his own Father ; it was he that bruiſed him, put hit 
to grief, and made his Soul an offering for ſin, J{ 
53. 10. It was he that reached him gut that bitter Cup 
todrink. Fohn 18. 11, The Cup which my Father hat" 
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Sven me, ſhall I #ot drink ? "It was he, that bound that 
burden fo cloſe upon him, that made him ſweat great 
drops of Blood in the Garden, and though thrice im- 
rtuned for a diſpenſation from it , yet would hot 
prant it ?-it was he, that, when the greateſt extremity 
of pain and forrow lay upon him, to add thereunto, 
withdrew the ſenſe of his preſence from him, which 
wrung from him that bitter cry, My God, my God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ! The injuries of an Enemy 
are caſily born, but the forſakings of a Father are in- 
tollerable, 2. The immediate Inftruments and Contri- 
vers of his ſufferitigs were ſuch as had a neatneſs of 
relation to him; people of the ſame Nation, and hjs 
Kinſmen according to the fleſh ; the ſeed of Abraham 5 
People of his own Religion ; that worſhipped the ſame 
God, acknowledged the ſame Scripture; the Viſible 


© Church of God; and chief Repreſentatives of that 


Church ; moſt eminent in place, reputation and pre- 


1 tence of holineſs ; the chief Prieſts, and Elders; and 


Scribes: people that he had never injured in his lifes 


atY but obliged them with his many miracufous Cures, his 


Wprecious and heavenly Inftrudtions , his tendereſt and 


deareſt Love and Compaſhon.: That very 


Wftrruſalem, which he wept over,and would Mat.23.37. 


ti have gathered as a Hen gathereth her | 
neYChickens under her wings, is now that brood that 
IWtceks the deſtruRtion of him, that came to ſave them 


= 


W 


l 


and in that vile competition offered to them between 
their Redeemer and murderer, choſe ra- 


ther to ſave a malefaftor, and to deliver Mat. 27.20; 


heir Innocent and Merciful Saviour: And 


theſe were thicy that, beyond the examples even of 
omimon humanity, purfued their Kinſman, their Be. 
or, their Redeemer with- ſuch exaCt Bitterneſs, 

ind Malice, and Scorn, and Cruelty, that as it feem 
Darbarous to the heathen Judg, fo it hath out-gone the 
G practice 
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practice of the heatheniſh Tyrants : Pſal. 55. 12. 
14s 120t 4 enemy that reproached me, then would Ik 
born it, but it was thou, mine acquaintance. 
IV. Let us conſider How be [offered all theſe thing 
and this doth infinitely advance the Excellence and 
lue of his Suffering. 1. He ſuffered Innecently ; 
$3. 9. he had done no violence, neither was any deceit x 
his mouth; yet it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him: 2 
. 21. He made him to be ſinfor , who kyew no | 
The Eompanions of his ſuffering juſtifie him, Zake 2 
| 41. We indeed juſtly, but this man hath done nothk 
_ %,emſs his Perſecutors juitific himz and yet their M 
+*:hice reſted not, but ſought ont falſe witneſſes againſt hi 
Matth, 26. 60. And when they themſelves were cc 
vinced of their own injuſtice, in proſecution of an I 
nocent, yet what they could not avouch upon the ac 
count of Juſtice, they do upon the point of expedi 
Fohn 18. 14. Caiaphas gives them counſel, that it w 
expedient that one ſhould die for the people : F 
that betrayed him, juſtified him; Afatth. 24. 4.1k 
ſinned, in that I have betrayed the innoceut blood : 
Juig acquits him, and in a ſignal teſtimony of hi 
judgment, Matth. 27. 24. He took-water, and wa 
his hands before the multitude, ſaying, I am innocent 
the blood of this juſt perſon : And yet though, in tek 
mony of the ſatisfaQion of his judgment, he waſheth 
hands in water before them, yet he condemns the pet 
fon that he acquits,and tains thoſe hands in the blood 
our Lord,whomyet he pronounceth Innocent. And 
Innocence ofour Saviour was not only a Negative 
nocence, an abſence of guilt, but a Poſitive Innocence 
ke ſuffered that had not only doneno ill, but that | 
done hoching but good : he healed their ſick, cu 
their lame, their blind, their deaf, their lepers, c 
cut their Devils, and , which was more than all thi 
ſhowed them the way to Eternal Life, to the ſaving 


. 
Ji 
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i the Souls of many, and the convincing of the' Con- 


ſciences of all that heard him, Jebn.7. 46, Nover wan 
ake likg this man : And well might he ack as ones he 
lid, upon another occaſion, For which of al "y Load 
works dp ye ſtone me, Fobn 10, 32. do ye crycifle me ? 
© Blefſed Lord,they crucifie thee for all thy good works: 
* If thou hadfi been Guilty, poſſibly thou mighte} have 
6 been ſpared in the ſtead of Bargvbas ;, nay, if thou 
©hadſt been ofily Innocent, it is poffible thy perxſecytors 
© might not have been altogether ſq violent againſt thee; 
© but thou ſufferedſt for the yery good thou didft, It 
Cas not only an a of Injuſtice that fpared not 
thy Innocence, but aft improyement of that 
©did malign thy very Goodneſs, Matth. 27. 15. For 
be knew that for envy they had delivered him. 
2. He ſuffered all Paciently; Iſa. 53.7. He was op- 
efſed, and be was afflifted, yet he opened not bis mouth © 
ho bro ht as a lamb to the ſlaughter ;, and as a ſheep be- 
fare ber ſheater is dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth ; Be- 
trayed by his Diſciples, hurried away by the black 
guard that apprehended him, reproached and vilified 
the high Prieſts and Elders, for ſaken and denied by 
his followers, ſtricken, fpit upon, and baſely injured 
by the abjets in theh igh Prieſts Hall,derided by Herod; 


Wl inſulted upon by Pilate; Knoweſt thou not that I bave 
power 1 condemn thee? whipt, cloathed in ſcorn with 


purple, and crowned with a crown of thorns, and ini 
that diſguiſe faluted in ſcorn with Hail King of the 
Jews: forced te bear his burdenſome Croſs, which 
aſterwards bear him; and then, as one of the ba- 

of men and vileſt of malefators , nailed to the 
Croſs with moſt exquiſite torment; and then, by one 
of his Companions in Death , by the general rabble 
that were about him, by the ſuperſtitious Scribes and 
Elders, teproached as a blaſphemer, as an [mpoſtor.t 
and yetin the midſt of all this uſage, ſcarce a word 
G 2 fpokeng 
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ſpoken, apd. thoſe that he ſpyke, not ſayouriug of, apy 
linpati 
nee "Mildnefs, Gentleneſs, Sweetritl; , Goodneſs, 
and whiles his Perſecutors are buſie in revilings ind tor, 
mentings, "he as induſtrious to pray for them, Lug 
23. 44. Father forgive them, they know not what 
they go, OY 
3, Which is yet a higher ſtep, he ſuffered all thi 
Willingly and Cheerfully : John 10. 18. INo man taketh 
rhy 13 rom me but 7 tay it down of my ſelf, Luke 12, 
502 * have a Baptiſm to be baptized with, and how am 
ftraitned till it be fulfilled ? And this willingneſs of our 
Lords ſufferings appears in theſe particulars: 1.1nthat 
when hehad Power to prevent it, and to reſcue himlelf 
from the infolence of his perſecutors, yet he uſeth it 
not: one Angel armed by commiſſion from God, in 
one hight deſtroyed a vaſt Army of the Aſſrians.; and 
upon the defire of our Lord, no lefs than twelve Le- 
gions wete ready for his Guard ; Fut yet this muſt not 
be; How then ſhall the Scriptres be fulfilled ? Matth. 
27. $3, 54. When the company that wereſent to ap- 
prehend him, heard thoſe words, 7 am he, they wet 
backward and fell to the ground, fohn 18. 6. The 
ſame power 'by which they fell , could have fo bound 
them never to have rifen again; but our Lord, though 
he manifeſted this power to evidence his Divinity, yet 
he uſeth itnot ſo far as to impede his Paſſion; and, s 
it were, -reſumes and calls back that manifeſtation d 
his Deity , leſt it might be a means to interrupt the ſer- 
vice which he was about to perform for mankind. Hz 
atked them again, Whom ſeck ye ?- 2, In that he correds 
and checks all things that might be either an impedi 
mentof his Paſhon, or that might, inthe leaſt degree, 
betray an Unwillingnels for him to undergo it. Doubt- 
leſs therewas an adequate repreſentation unto himofthe 
ereadfulneſs of that conflift he was to undergo mY 
[| 


tt, or Cor nt his Perſecutors, but 
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the who 68; and yt ppp" octagh HLES 
reds that fear and thoſe {id Ypp&henſons which called 


. 7» 


his humane natbre to ſhrinkqr it5, Fobs 12.27, Father 


feve me from this hour, but for this cauſe came T to. this 


honr ; Mitth.” 26." 29. Pather; "if it br pofihle Tt hn 
Cup paſt from me," neverrhelbſ? not ut F ill,” bit [as thou 
ill : (That even whites the infirmity of Kis Bumane 
nature ftarted"ar'the appreheniſibn' bf what He 'was. to 
foffer, and prayed againſt it,yet the freeneſs and purity 
of his Obedience carried him'on to it, and made him, 
25it were, unpray what he had before prayed: "And 
though his Soul Rartled at the' diſcovery of that dif. 
wal vale'that he 'was now tb paſs through, yet his Love 
to mankind #nd his Reſolution of Obedience;td, His Fa- 
ther's Will carried him on with Willingnefs to ſuffer 
that which he was troubled to fee. Again , how 46h 
he cheek al-impediments to his ſuffering : he forefeerh 
Shame and Pam he arms himſelf againſt bottr,” Heb, 
2. 2, with Patience againſt the latter, he endured the 
Croſs; with Reſolution agairiſt the former, he deſpiſed 
eShame. Again, when Peter began to play the Po4 
Titician in fdviſimg* our Lord to. decline his ule 
how ſeverely doth he take him up 7 Mar. 16. 23. Fobn 
13. 11." Get thed betind me : the Cup which my Father 
hath given me" to drmk_, (ball T not drink it? Again, 
when the forward zeal of the Diſciple drew his Sword), 
md cut-off + Servant of the High Prieſt's Ear, our 
Lord checks the affailant, and cures the wound); left 
any thing" ſhovl@ retard the Fxccytion of that thing for 
which he cane ihto the wor'd, or import the leak argu- 
ment of backwardnefs in him to undergo it. Mat. 26. 
$2. Fobn 18.11. It is very obſeryable to fee how Pr: 
lute was ready to fluauate upon ever. occaſion, and 
ſhifted from'place to place; ' and from point to point,to- 
decline the condemnation of onr Lord : When he an-" 
ſvered him nothing, he marvelled, and wasat a ſtand 
G '3 upoR 


ts fche Kponlely 
upon his ſilence, Marth, 27. 17. When he heard bj 
accuſation to be, becaule he made himſelf the Son &f 
God, he was the more afraid. Fohy 19. 8. .he had ſs 
cret checks from his own Conſcience, and weighty ad 
vertilements from his Wife, that doubtleſsdid put hin 
toa gredd perplext y of mind, which was ſcarcely cow 
rey; 4 the import of the Fews:, And, if ig 
the miſt of this unreſolyedneſs and heſitancy of mind, 
our Sgviour ſhould in any one anſwer of his, have fent 
forth that Majeſty and ſtrength of Conyiſtion, that he 
could eafily,and upon former occaſions had done,certain- 
ly the Fews muſt have expeſted the comming of another 
Depoiy to have borne Executioner of this purpoſe. 

t our Lord was fo far from declining this great work 
of our Redemption by his Blood, that: he ſeems 'pur: 
pole xo decline that mgjeſty of ſpeech, wherewith hy 


coul 


ave confounded his Judg ; and either anſwered 
him with filence , or with ſuch expreſſions as might 
not too much affright him from the proceeding in that 
{{d imployment ; 7 bm 19. T.1. Thow.\conldft bave ns 
ower at all againſt me, unleſs it were given thee f Ged, 
ough he blamed the malice of his, accuſers,, he a& 
mits-and aſſerts the authority of his Judg,, Maw! wll 
V. Let us conſider, For whom he ſuffered. all this 

1. The Perſons far whom he ſuffered deſerved it; not; 
The expreſſions of the Scripture are full in this , Row 
5. 7, 8. Paradventwrefor a Good man. fome would even 
dare to dye ; but God commendeth his aye towards us il 
that, while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt. deed for -1a;, the 
p»jeCts upon which he looked upon. in his ſufferings 
were darkneſs, Eph. 5. 3. Children of wrath, Eph.24: 
Aliens from the Common-wealth of l{rael, ſtrangers ew 
the Covenant of Promiſe , baving ng hope , and_withow 
God inthe world, Eph. 2. 12. See but what a Monſter 
the beſt of us were in our mtural condition, when eve+ 
ry power of our Soul and Body was quite corrupted 
from 
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from the uſe and end, for which they were made, Rom. 
3+ 9, 10, &'6. 2. As it was for thoſe that deſerved it 
not, nor any deliverance by it, fo it was for a company 
of Creatures that were no way ſolscitoxs tor, nor ſought 
after redemption ;, ſuch as were ignorant of their own 
Miſery, and no ways endeavouringafter Mercy, Thus 
He was found of them that ſought bim not, and furely 
little ſecking could be found of fuch as were in ſuch a 
condition, Eph. 2. 1. Dead in Treſpaſſe: and Sins, 
3. Not only for thoſe that neither deſerved, nor ſought 
aſter deliverance, but his yr 6 were for thoſe that 
were Enemies; Rom. 5.10. If when we were Enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the Death of his Son, Col. 
1. 21, And you that were ſometimes alienated and Ene- 
mics in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he re« 
conciled: And the Enmity was fo perfe& that it cor- 
rupted the: beſt habits of our minds, and turned them 
into an abſtraed kind of Enmity; the very wiſdom 
of the fleſh, carthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. Fam. 3. 15. 
$0 that there was not only in our nature an abſence of 
any good that might move God to do any thing for us, 
and an abſence of that life that might be folicireus for 
it ſclf;, but there was a poſitive malignity in. our Na- 
ture againſt that God, that ſhould pardon; againſt that 
Chriſt that ſhould ſatisfie ; againſt that Grace and Spirit 
that ſhould apply : We were aQtuated with thoſe vile 
affetions and luſts, that looked upon a Saviour with no 
leſs averſion and ſpite, than thoſe Devils did, thatcryed 
out of the poſſeſſed man , Art thou come to torment u« 
before our trme ? And yet for theſe, and ſuch as theſe, 
our Saviour dyed ; nay, fome of thefe who had aQu- 
ally their hands in his blood, - found the efficacy of that 
very blood which they ſhed, Heb. 12. 24- Gang 
for revenge againſt them, but for mercy for them, a 
healing thoſe who had cruelly ſpiltit ; the efficacy of 
that bleſſed Prayer of his; Father , forgive thew, they 
| G 4 know 
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know not what they do, within ſome few months after hi 
death did firſt wound their hearts with a ſenſe of their 


guilt, and then healed them with the infulion of his 
blood, Atts 2. 23, 37. 


VI. From the confideration of the former particu. be 
lars, it will cafily appear what was the Motive of thi fin 
great work. /We have ſcen in the creature nothing but Ez 
Sin and Enmity againſt God , and conſequently a jul me 
obligation to Everlaſting wrath and miſery : 'So there] 'yo 
wecanfind nothing rhat might upon” any account of ſl tr 
merit or deſert draw'out ſuch mercy as this. We mutt no 


ſeck for the motive in the Author of it: and Jin hinfl Go 

there was no Neceſſity at all to bind him toit : It wa 1 * 

his own free will that at fixſt:gave man a being , and ail th 

bleſſed being.; and when he had ſinned againſt the Lan on 

and conditions of his Creation, there 'was-a Neceſfity in! 

of Juſtice for his Eternal Puniſhment, but no neceſlity I dit 

atall for his Reſtitution. . God mae all things for hz his 

Glory, not becauſe he ſtood in need of it; for he had we 

18 himſelf an infinite Seclf-ſufficiency and Happineſs, Þ po! 
that food not in need of the glory of his creation, nor Lo 

was capable of an acceſſion by it ; * And if it had, yah ye: 
the great.God could have enjoyed the Glory of his Jo © An 
ſtice; in the everlaſting puniſhment of unthankful man, U the 
and yet had glorious Creatures enough, the bleſſed An- FE tha 
gels, to haye been the everlaſting partakers and admis I the 
rers of. his Goadnels : Andi [there had 'been yet aa « 
ablolute neceſſity of yiſtble intelleual Creatures, to be 
the participants of his'Goddnefs, and the active Inftru- 
ments of his Glory ; the tame Powet thatcreated men, 
at firſt, could have created-a pew generation of man 
that might have ſupplied thedefe&ion of-our firſt pa- 
rents and their deſcendants. What then is the original 
of all his Goodneſs to poor ſinful man ? to purchaſe 
ſuch a worthleſs creature at ſuch an inyaluable price as 
Fg blood of the Son of God ? Nothing but Love ; _ 
unUe- 
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undeferved Love; Lave that lovedbefore it was ſought; 
that loved when it was rejeted: Dewt.'7. 7. The Lord 
did not ſet his love 0u , nor chooſe your; becauſe | 
were more, but bec-wfe the Lord loved Ya, he loved oo 
becauſe he loved you : as Almighty God could not de- 
fine himſelf by any thing but himſelf; '-/ am that 7 as, 
Exod. 3. 14.- ſo he can reſolve his love'into no other 
motive than his Love; he loved you becauſe he loved 
you: And here is the ſpring, the fountain of all this 
ſtrange and unheard of Goodneſs of God in Chriſt; 
nothing but the free-Love of God ; Fohn 3. 16. So 
God loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, &c. 
1 John 4: 10. Here is Love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and fent his Son to be 4 propitiation for 
our ſins ; and that very ſame individual Love that was 
in the Father to ſend, was in the Son to come, and to 
die for us. © It was he that loved and waſhed us with 
his own blood ; waſhed us, becauſe he loved us. When 
we lay like Ezekiels wretched infant, £zek. 16. 5,6, 
polluted in our blood ; when no eye pitied us,then this 
Love of God paſſed by us, and faid unto us, Live; 
yea, faid unto us, when we were in our blood; Live : 
And when that life was not acquirable -for' us, but by 
the Death of the Eternal Son of God, then to purchaſe 
that life for us, he fold his own ; and to waſh vs from 
the pollutions of our blood, freely ſpent and ſhed his 
own. This was the Love of Chriſt, which paſſeth Know- 
lag, Eph.'3. 19. 

VI. Now let us conſider 4he End and Scope of this 
admirable Love of Chriſt : and as it looks upward to- 
wards God,: 10 it looks downwards towards Us; as he 
was the Mediator between both, ſo the End of his Me- 
diatorſhip had a reſpeG to both : 1. In reference to God, 
and fothe Ends of our Lord's ſuffering were principally 


1. To 
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1, To xeftere unto Almighty God the ative Ser. 
vice and: Glory of his Creature. Almighty Cod did 


at the firſt ns Man in ſuch a conſtitution, thathe 
might, net only 


his Maker. in the admiration -of his Power, Wiſdon 
and Goodneſs, and in the Obedience and Obſervance 
of his Law and Will, and to his own Glory had by ax 
eternal bond annexed his creature's Perfection and Bleſ 
ſedneſs. Man rebelled, and therefore as he became 
unſerviceableto the end of his creation, {ſo he loſt the 
Blefſedneſs of his condition : Chriſt came, and by his 
own blood purchaſed, as unto Man his Bieſſadnels, fo 
untoGod the Glory and Service of his creature : This 
was, old Zathary*s colletion, Luke 2. 74, 75. That m 
being delivered out of the hauds of our Enemies, might 
ferve bim without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs, Ta 
2. 14. Who gave himſclf for-us that he might redeemu 
from all ingquity, and purify wnto himſelf a peculiar peoph 
zealous of god works, And this was the chief part of 
that account, that our Lord giveth vato his Father, in 
that bleſſed Prayer that he mide a little before his Pal 
lion, Fobn 17. 4. I haye glorified thee on. the Earth, 1 
have finiſhed the work which thou gn meto dn. AM 
if he ſhould have faid, © Thou haſt ſent me into the 
* world about a great and weighty buſineſs, the Reſt 
* tution of thy fallen creatures; and , that therein s 
© thy creature may partake of thy goodnels , fo thoy 
© mayſt reap the glory of thy creature's ſervice 5. And 
* now behold according to that! commarid: of thine, 1 
* here return unto thee thy creature healed and re 
* ſtored, that it may be as well a monument, as 3 
pr 6- 


yely and objcRively, bring unto 
him the Glory. of his Power and Wiſdom in the fre 
ming of ſuch a.creature to Glorify him, as the Heavens, 
the Stars and other creatures below an intdleQual ny 
ture, do; but to be a beholder of himſelf ang his 
works, to be an obſerver of his Will, and to glorifie 
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© groclaimer of thy Goodneſs and Glory, unto all E. 
© remity. | 
2.' To manifeſt untg9 Men and Angels the Glory and 
infnite Perfeftionand Excellence of all his bleſſed At. 
mores : ' The Glory of his Wiſdom in contriving, and 
his Power in effeting. ſuch a deliverance for the 
childreg of men, by a, way that exceeded the diſqui- 
ſition of Men and Angels; the _ of his Mercy, 
could not have been poſlibly fo conſpicuous to 
kind, if Man had neyer faPn. In the Creation of 
he manifMed the Glory . of his Goodneſs, that 
emmunicated a Being to him, that ſo he might com- 
municate his Goodneſs to him : but in the Redemption 
of Man, he manifeſted his Mercy inforgiving and hea. 
ling a rebellious and miſerable Greature : - The Glo 
of his Juſtice , that would not pardon the Sin til 
he had a ſatisfaftion. for: the Sinz- that would not 
horn the Son, when he choſt to be the Surety for the 
nner; 57 If6 
' (2- Jt reference'to Mani And ſo the ends of our Lords 
luſlering were principally theſe-;_  .. 
..4+ To abſblve and deliver him from Guilt, the con- 
ſequence of Sin, and-Miſery the fruit, of Guilt, Eph, 
1-7. 1n whom we bave rederption throwgh his Bleed, the 
firginzeneſe of ſins. Andſurely, had the Fruit of Chriſts 
ay es it reg 9 a ar c_ - Mer- 
4; if we fightly wei the heavinels of the bur- 
den of Guilt, the ſeverity of the Wrath of God, 
and -the' extremity -of that Miſery that doth and 
muſt-atrend it. If a. Man under the guilt and hor- 
ror: of ſome hideous Treaſon , under the ſevere and 
| org ſentence- of the Law againſt him , un- 
er' the imminent ibfliction of -moſt exquiſite and, 
continuing Torments, ſhould but hear of a Par- 
don and Diſcharge from this ; how welcotae would 
it be", though the reſidue of his life were y 
9p e 
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ſpent in exile? But our Lord's purchaſe reſts ni 
EF . | | | 
2 2. To Reconcile God unto his Creature : So that it 
doth not only. remove the cffes of the anger-of God, 
which is puniſhment : ' which may beremoved, and yt 
the anger continuing :' nor doth it only remove the at 

r of God, and# leaves a nian in a kind of ſtate of in 
ifferency, av'it'is between perſons that never were at. 
quainted one with another :* But it'is a ſtate'of Recon 
ciliation; *Fph.* 2.16. That be might reconcile both nth 
God in ojie body by the croſs, having ſlain the enmity thereby, 
2 Cor; 5.' 19. "God was in' Chriſt veconciling * the world 
wnto bimſelf/ not imputing their: treſpaſſes unto them. | And 
certainly-this is's great addition unto the former, 'that 
Godin Chriſt ſhould not onfy'paſs by our fins, dit 
ſhould no longer look upon us as ſtrangers, but as per: 
ſons reconciled unto him : | And ſurely a ſoul ſenſible &f 
the unhappy<ondition of being eftranged from God, 
how highly would he prize a ſtate of Reconciliation, 
though it were'in the meaneſt- and "loweſt relation? 
Luke 15. 19. I am no more worthy to-be called thy Son, 
nithe me as one of thy hired Servam 3-1-- So that I'way no 
be eſtranged from-thee , reconciſe-me unto" thy ſelf, 
though in the condition of thy-weaneſt Servant, But 
ntither doth the happy fruit of bur Lords ſuffering ref 
here, F $&23 ' D671 1 3312 1.3%Y 
3; T6 reſtore unto 1s that neat and bleſſed relation 
ef being Sons 0f God :- Gal;-4.”5.- That we might wH- 
eevve the adoption of Sens, 1 John 3.2: Bebold mow wt 
afOthe Sons of 'God', and it dith not ytt appear what" wi 
ſhalt be.” This'was that dear -expreſfion of 'our Lord; 
after hisReſurreion, Fohn 20, 174 Go tomy Brethyoi, 
dn tell them 1 aſcend unto My Father and Tour Fathir, 
to'MHy God and Your God : he ſeems to intereſs them in 
this bleſſed relation in a kind of equality with himſelf; 
My Brethren; My Father and Your Father; _ the 
: weet 
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feet and comfortable conſequents of this age.incompa- 
rable.. he 1 mm 


Is he my Father ?; then I know he Fan pity me 
as a Father piticth-his Children, Pſal..103.: 13, he 
can,pardon.and {pare me. as, a Father fpareth his Son 
that ſerves him. 2dal,, 3. 17... Is he my Father? then 
whither ſhould 1 go but to. him for proteQion in all! 
my. dangers ?. for direQtions in all my | difficulties? 
Me Oction in all my doubts? for ſupply in all my 
wants? This I can with confidence expect froma poor. 
earthly Father, according to the compaſs bf his abili- 
ties : 1f ye then being evil know how to grve good things 
wnto Your Children, bow much more ſhall Your Father n. | 
win Heaven, give good things ts them that aik_bim ? 
Mat. 7. 11. Mercy, -and Compaſſion, and Love, isa 
virtue in a man, inan Earthly Father, a piece of thar 
Image of God which at firſt he imprinted in man; 
and yet paſſion and humane infirmity as it hath much 
weakned the habit thereof inus, ſo it may ſuſpend 
the exerciſe thereof to a near relation : But in Almigh- 
ty God theſe Vertues are in their perfetion, and no- 
thing at all in him that can remit it. Mercy and ten- 
derneſs are attributes which he delights in z Mercy 
pleaſeth him; it was the great attribute that he pro- 
claimed his name by, Exod. 34.6. and fo diffuſive is 
his mercy that it extends to all, he i good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works, Pal. 145. 9. and 
not only to the Juſt and Good, but even to the Un- 
kind; cauſing his Sun ro ſhine upon the evil and the 
00d: and ſurely he that hath Mercy and Goodneſs 
or an Enemy, cannot deny it unto a Child, Can a Ats- 
ther forget her ſucking Child, &c. Tea ſhe may forget ;, 
yet will 1 not forget thee, ſaith the Lord, lia. 49. 15. 

4- To reftore us to a moſt ſure , - everlaſting and 
bleſſed Inheritance. in Heaven, Gal. 4. 7. F 4 Son, then 
ant Heir of God through Chriſt : and here is the comple- 
ment of all ; not only abſolved from the guilt of ſin, 
FEcON- 
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reconcileFto God, pur into the relation of 8 Child of 

God; butafter all this to be cverlaſtingly and 'un- 

changeably ſtated in a condition unto all Eter. 

ny : and all this from the condition of a moſt vile, ſin 

ful lo Creature, and by ſuch a price as the blood of 
. More need not, cannot be ſaid. 

VIII. And by what hath been ſaid, itis cafie to ſee 
what the Fruits and Effetts of all this are. God will 
not be diſappointed in the end of ſo great a work, and 
therefoxe we cannot be diſappointed in the fruit of it; 
and theſe are either ſuch as are enjoyed in this life; or 
principally appropriated to that which is to come, 
1. Thoſe Benefits that naturally ariſe from Chriſt cry. 
cified, and are enjoyed in this life, are theſe : 

1. ſufification and Acceptation in the ſight of God: 
he looks upon us as thoſe that haye ſatisfied his Juſtice 
when his Son ſuffered ; and as thoſe that performed his 
Will, when his Son performed it: So that asour Lord 
imputed our fins to our Redeemer, fo he imputes his 
Righteouſneſs poto us ;, and as he was well pleaſed with 
him, ſp he was well pleaſed in him, with as many a 
are received into this Covenant. 

2. Peace with God, This is the natural conſequence 
of the former. Rom. 5. 1. Being juſtified by Faith, we 
have Peace with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The 
only cauſe of breach between God and his Creature is 
remoyed, and Peace and Loye reſtored between them. 

3. Free Acceſs wnto God: For we are reſtored unty 
Peace with him, and conſequefitly acceſs unto him; 
and indeed it is a part of that duty which he expeds 
from us : Our accefs to him, is nor only our priviledg, 
as the acceſs of a Subje& to his Prince, or a Child to 
his Father ; butit is our duty, as a thing enjoyned 
onto us in teſtimony of our dependance and love unto 
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4. Conſequently, . Peace with aur felytt, and our own 
Conſcience ; and that upon a double ground. x. Be- 
caule our Conſcience is __ by the Blood of Chrift, 
which defaceth and obliterateth all thoſe black [remw, 
that otherwiſe would be continually calling upon us. 
2. Becauſe Conſcience ever fideth with God, whoſe 
vicegerent ſhe is in the Soul, and hath the very ſame 
aſpet, for the moſt part, that Heaven hath; and there- 
fore if it be clear above, it is ordinarily quiet within ; 
and if God _ Peace , the Conſcicace, unleſs di- 
ſtempered, doth net ſpeak trouble. 

5. An Afﬀurance of a continual 
Grace, tolead us through this vale of trouble, without 
a find epoftacy or falling from him. Were our Salya- 
tion in our own hands, or managed by our own 
ſtrength, we ſhould utterly looſe it every moment ; 
the Power, and Truth, and Love of God is ingaged in 
a Covenant of the higheſt Solemnity that ever was, 
ſealed in the Blood of the Son of God, for our Preſer- 
vation 4 and it ſhall be as impoſſible for us to fall from 
that condition, as for the Almighty God to be diſap- 
pointed : No, his Council and Truth, the conſtant 
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ce =_—_ the Bleſſed Spirit of Chriſt, ſhall keep alive 
well that Seed of Life, that he hath thrown into his Soul. 
hel 1. John 3. 9. For his Seed remaineth in him, and be canned 
is 8 Six, becanſe be is born of God. 

x 6. Sufficient Grace topreſerve us from, or ſupport 


to ws in, ordeliver us out of Temptations, We ftand more 

nz in need of Grace, than we do of our Bread; becauſe 

& & the conſequence of the want of the former, is of more 

gs, danger than the latter, by ſo much as the Saul is more * 

to valuable than the Body. If our Father is pleaſed to fur- 

ed | Kiſh us with our daily bread, how ſhall he 

to then deny us our daily and hourly ſupplies v.Re.8.31. 
ef kis Grace ? Eſpecially fince our intereſt 

thercin is found upon the Covenant made in | - 
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blood of Chriſt, 2. Cor. 12. 9: My Graes «« ſafficien 
for thee. | 
. 7. A favoutable Accepration of our duties, (ince they 
are the performances of Children; and therefore not 
meaſured according to their own worth, but according 
to the relation and affeion from whence they proceed, 
8. A gentle and merciful pardoning of our failing 
even asa Father pitieth and pardoneth the infirmities of 
a Child, and though he does not dilpence with prefums 
ptuous offences z yet he cither obſerves not, or forgives 
their many Infirmities. And it is a priviledg of high 
concernment to us, that as in our firſt converſion, the 
Blood of Chriſt waſheth away a whole life of fins at 
once; foafter bur converſion, the ſame Fountain ſtands 
open ; whereunto we may and muſt reſort , te cleanſe 
our daily Failings. - Chriſt received by Faith in the 
heart, is a continual Sacrifice , . which I may preſent 
unto the Father, for my ſins committed after my con 
verſion. 
.. 9. Acomfortable reſtitution of a juſt Intereſ# in the 
Creatzres, When Man forſook the Allegiance he owed 
to his Maker, the intereſt he had in the Creature, 'did; 
as it were, eſcheat to the Lord : And though his Good- 
neſs after permitted him the uſe of 1hem, yer it was ſtill, 
as it were, upon account : And as the Sons of Men have 
a great account to give unto God for their ſins, ſo they 
have for his Creatures. Chriſt hath reſtored unto vs a 
better propriety in that, which civil right hath made 
ours, than what we had before. 
- 10. A Comfortable and Santtified Uſe of all Conditions: 
In Proſperity, Moderation ; in Adverſity, Contented- 
neſs; in all, Sobriety. For as our Lord hath purchaſed 
for us Grace, to uſe all things aright; ſo he hath obtai- 
ned for us an inheritance, that renders the beſt the 
World can give us, unworthy to be valued, and 
the worſt it can-give us, unworthy to be feared; 
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in reſpe& of the Blefſedneſs which he hath ſethed 
upon Us. | 
= 1. Conſequently Contempt-of the World, becanfe; 
higher matters are in my eye , ſuch as the beſt the; 
World can yield, cannot equal; ; nor the worſt. it can 
inflit, cannot take away. All this upon r L201 

12, A Lively Hope : A hope that maketh not aſha-- 
med; even of that Glory which my Saviour. came 
down from Heaven to purchaſe by his Blood z and the 
aſſurance whereof he hath ſealed with his Blood : Fohx 
14+2, 3. 1 go toprepare aplace for you, and if I go, 
and prepare 4 place for you, 1 will come again, and re- 
ceiue you nnto my ſelf, that where I am, ye.may bt alſo: 
A hope of a blefſed Reſurrettion after death ; a hope 
of that Bleſſed appearance of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt 5 a hope of that Glorious Sentence in the 

ſence of Men and Angels, Come ye bleſſed; and an 

ope of an Everlaſting Eſtate of Bleſſednets and Glory 
inthe preſence of the great God, and the glorified 
Saints and Angels, untoall Eternity. And the efficacy 
of this hope dipt in the blood of Chriſt , brings us 
Victory : ? 

I. Vittory over Sin. Sin ſhall not have dominion over 
yon, for ye are not under the Law , but under Grave : 
Rom. 6. 14. He that hath this hope purifieth bimſelf,even 
44 he is pure, 1 John 3. 3. | 

2. Vidory over the World, in the beſt it can afford 
vs; its flatteries and favours : theſe are too {mall and 
inconſiderable, when compared with this hope ; they 
ſhine like a Candle in the Sun ; and are ineftetual to 
win over a Soul that is fixed upon this Hope, and Vi- 
Qory over the worſt the World can inflit: Our Lord 
hath conquered the World in this reſpet for us : Be nor 
afraid, I have overcome the World, John 16. 33. and 
conquered it 5n4# 5 Thi is the Vittory that overcometh 
the World, even your Faith, 1 Jon F- 4+ 
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3. Vidtory over Drath; which now, by meatis 6f 


this bleſſed hope is ftript, as well of her terror as her 
power”: Thus thanks be unto God, who giveth wa the Vi. 
ory through our Lord Fefus Chriſt. 1 Cor. 15. 57. 

: And now though the Nature of this Argument hath 
carried my meditations to a great height, yet to ayoid 
miſtakes, fome things | muſt fubjoyn. 

1. That when'I thus aggavate the ſufferings of out 
Eord under-the imputed guilt of the fins of Mankind; 
yet werbuſt not think that his ſufferings were the ſame 
with the Damned, in duration, fo neither uwikind, not 
iadegree; for this could neither conſiſt with the purity 
of his Nature, nor innocente, nor\dignity of his Peri 
ton, nor the hypeſtatical Union of beth Natures in hin: 
but he ſuffered asmuch as was confiſtent with theſt 
conſiderations; and, as conſidering the dignity of his 
perſon, was equiyalent'to the fin and demerits of all 
Madkind:: 

- -2+: That his Righteouſneſs imputed to ns, doth nit 
exempt us f rom g———_ a Righreouſheſs Inherent 
vs; This wete to diſappoint the end of his ſuffering 
which was to redeem us from our vain conyerſativn, 
and make us a peculiar people zealous of geod works. 

. '$-: That this purchaſe of Salvation by Chriſt for Be 
lievers, is not to render them idle, or lecute, or pre 
ſumptuous ; where there is ſuch a diſpoſition of Soul, 
it is anevident Indication, that it isnot yet truly Uni. 
ted unto Chriſt by true Faith and Love ; his Grace & 
fuffictent to preſerve us, and always ready to do it, # 
we do not wilfully negleR or rejed it, 
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rf For whoſoever i born of God, overcometh the 
kl World; and this is the Vittory that overcome 
i eth the Werld, even your Faith. 


Hefe thiggs are herein conſiderable : 
1. The A# which is hete declazed, Yidory 
of Overcoming. 

2. The Perſon that exexciſeth this a&, or 
concerning whom this a& is affirmed, defcribed by this 
delariptipn, a Perfon that is born of God. | 
; H 2 3. The 
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3. The Thing upon which this a of. Vidory is ex. 
ercifed, viz. The World.-—- _ 

4. The Inſtrument os, Means, by which this a& is ex. 
erciſed. viz. Faith. 

5. The Xethod or Order, or formal reaſon whereby 
Faith overcometh this World, ; 

Some few Obſervations I ſhall deliver tourhing all 
theſe in the order propoſed, 
& I. Y:&oryor overcoming is a ſubjugation or bringing 
under an oppoſing Party to the Power and Will of a- 
nother, And this Vittory is of two kinds, compleat 
and perfe, or incompleat or imperfect. 3, The no- 
tion of acompleat ViRtory is, when either the oppoſing 
Party is totally deſtroyed, or at leaſt when deſpoiled of 
any poſſibility of future reſiſtance : Thus the Son of 
God , the Captain of 6ur Salyation, overcame the 
World, Fohn 16. 33. Be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the World, And thus when we are delivered from this 
body of death, we ſhall ov&&come the World. This 
compleat Victory will be the portion of the Church and 
Chriſtian triumphant. Again 2. There is a Viaory 
but incompleat, ſuch as the Vidory of the Children of 
Ffracl was over the Canaamtes,which though they were 
{ubdued, as to any poſſibility of a total re-acquiring of 
a ſuperiority or equality of power, yet they were not 
{abdued from a poſſibility of annoying , diſquietin 
and rebelling ; they remained ftill thorns to vex aw 
diſturb, though not to fubdue their conquerors ; there 
was till an over.ballance of power in the Vidtors, 
though not wholly to extirpate them : And this is the 
condition of the Chriſtian Militant in this World: He 
keeps the World in ſubjetion, and every day gets 
ground upon it z but he cannot expe toobtain a Per- 
te&, Compleat and Univerſal Conqueſt of it, till he 
can truly ſay with our Bleſſed Lord. John 14. 30. The 
Prince of this World bath nothing in me, Which cats 
not 
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not be tiff. our change comes ; for till then we carry 
about with us Luſts, and Paſſions , 'and Corruptions : 
Which, though withall Vigilancy and Severity, kept 
under, and daily impared in their Power and Malig- 
nity, will hold a correſpondence with the World" and 
Prince thereof, and be ready to deceive and betray us, 
though never to regain their Empire and Soveraignty 
and the reaſon is ſignificantly giyen by the ſame Apo- 
ile, 1. John 3. 9. For his Seed abideth in him, and he 
cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God, Indeed he may, 
and ſhall have Sin as long as he hath flcſh about him, 
i John 1, 8. If we ſay we we haveno ſin, we dcceive our 
ſelves, and the tr mth is not inns. But although we have 
fin ſtill abiding in us, and like the Byaſs in a Bowl, 
warping us to the World,yet that Vital ſeminal prin- 
ciple of the Grace of God, in Chriſt, always keeps its 
ground, its life, and'tendency towards Heaven, and 
wears out, waſts, and gradually ſubdues the contrary 
— of fin and corruption. 

II. The Perſon exerciling this at of Vitory and 
Conqueſt, he that is Born of God. All Men, by Na- 
ture, may be ſaid, in ſome ſenſe, to be born of God; 
the Apoſtle tells the Athenians, Atts 17. 23, We are all 
bis cff-ſpring. Burt in this place, this Heavenly Birth is a 
ſecond, a fupervenient Birth from God ; and hence it 
is called Regeneration, the New Birth, Birth of the Wa- 
terand theb$oirit, Birth of the Spirit, the Formation 
of Chriſtin the Soul; and the Creature ſo new born 
ſtiled the New Creature, the New Mn, a partaker of 
the Divine Nature, born not of the Will of Man, nor 
of the Will of the Fleſh, but born of the Will of God. 
And all theſe, and the like Expreſſions are Figurative, 
and ſeem to carry in them a dexble analogy: Firſt, to 
the firſt Creation of Mankind ; an1 ſecondly , to the 
ordinary Generation of Mankind ſince their firſt Crea- 
tion; x, As to the former Analogy , We know by 
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the holy Word that the firſt man. was the root of 
mankind, ftamped with the ſignature of: the mage 
Almighty God, principally conliftiog in knowledg, 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and ſtood or fell as 
common repreſentative of all mankind : This Image ot 
God was in a great meaſure loſt and defaced by the k 
of man, and more every day Sotied by the actual fins 
and acquired corruptions of his deſcendants ;, Chriſt 
the ſecond Adam had inſtamped upon him a new in- 
ſcription of the glorious God, came ts be:a commen 
head, root, and parent of as many as are United unto 
him by Faith, Love, and Imitation, and to , inſtamy 
anew upon them that loſt and decayed Image of God; 
who thereby put on the New man, Which after God « 
Created in Righteouſneſs and true Holingſs, Ephel. 4. 24. 
and ſo becoming a New creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. Galat. 
5. 6. renewed in Knowledg after the Jmage of him 
that created him, Coleſ. 3. 10. they recieve a new 
ſtamp and impreſſion from this great exemplar Chril} 
Jeſus the true Image of the inviſible God. 2. The fe- 
cond analogy is to the ordinary Generation of mankind; 
wherein as a little, but powerful, vital principle, which 
we call the Soul, forms and moulds the fetus according to 
_ the ſpecial nature of man in all his lineaments and pro- 
portions, and never giyes over its operation till it hath 
compleated that bodily maſs into its full complement of 
parts, and afterwards gradually augments and perfeQs 
It in his organs and faculties: So by a Vital, Principle. 
derived from God, through Chriſt, into the Sopl, the 
ſame is moulded, faſhioned , formed , increaſed and 
perfefted according to this new Principle: of Life 
which js uſually called Grace: Whereby it comes to 
paſs ( that) as the Soul is the Vital and conforming. 
' Principle of the body, ſo this Grace is the yery life, 
and vital and conforming P; inciple of the Squl: And, 
hence this formatiye principle is called the Lafe of. the; 
: Sk Soul, 
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Goul, the Quickning Spirit; and the conformation of 
the Soul unto the Will of God thereby is called the 
forming of Chriſt in them, the life of Chriſt, the in- 
divelling of Chriſt in the heart by Faith, And- this 
new Principle exerciſeth in the Soul all the ats analo- 
gical to that natural vital principle in the body, giving 
to it as it were the image, lineamenty, propertion, in- 
creaſe conformable to the image of God in Chriſt, as 
true Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Holineſs, late- 
grity, Love of God, Submiſſion to his Will, depen- 
dance upon him, and tranſlates them jnto all the com- 
municable relations that Chriſt himſelf had, and in- 
yeſts them in his communicable privi- 

ledges: If he be a Son of God by Na- * By Adoption, 
ture,ſoare they by * interpretation; is orvgart 
he an Heir of Heaven ? ſo are they co» yr 2 Pet, 
heirs with him ? is he acceptable of God? x, 4. * 
Soare they; is he an heir of Glory ? ſo 

are they, And as this conformation of the body by 
this vital principle is performed by a ſeminal principle 
(at leaſt as the inſtrument of its aivity ) derived 
from the Parent; ſo the analogy holds here : we find 
«double Seminal Principle in this confirmation, and bath 
derived from Chriſt our Head; iz, one External, a- | 
nother Internal, 1. The External ſeminal Principle is 
the Word and Meſſage of the Divine Dofrine, Ex- 
emplary and Holy Life, ſingular Love of Chriſt and of 
God through him to mankind, whereby we underſtand 
what he would have us do, the danger if we do other- 


wiſe; the bleſſed Reward of Obedience, the great en- 


gagements of the Love of God in {ending his Son to 
die for us, the plain, familiar, eafie way of attaining 
of Happineſs; and becauſe we often learn better by Ex- 
ample than by precept, the ſame Word exhibits to us a 
lively pidure of his Holy converſation, his Humility, 
Meeckneſs, Obedience, Love Patience, Goodnefs: And 
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the external means.is in it ſelf a great moral means to 
conform our Wills and Lives thereunto ; and therefore 
it-is called the Incorruptible Seed of the Word of God 
whereby we are born again, 1 Per. 1. 23. 2. The ts 
ternal (ecd is that Spirit of Grace ſent out from Chriſt 
which doth drive a quickning lively Power to the 
word and to the ſoul, whereby it makes it effeual to 
its end, and therefore called a Spirit of Life and Power, 
a Quickning Spirit : and this, not by transfuſing a new 
ſubſtance or ſubſtantial nature, which before it had 
not, but by its lively, yet ſecret- operations, chang- 
ing and moulding it ſuitable to the Image ef him 
whoſe Spirit it is, and adding energy and effic 
to that other ſeedof the Word, as the Sun goth 
to the Seminal Principles of vegetables and ani 
mals. | 

II. Touching the Thing upon which this victory is 
obtained and Conqueſt made, it is the World: which 
e6mprehends in its latitude a double World; the 
World within us, and the World without us. 

The World Within #s, which may therefore be {0 
called principally in this reſpeR,that a greater part of its 
Relation and tendency is toward the World, which is 
for the moſt part the obje& upon which it fixeth, the 
ſubje& after which it reacheth, and the buſineſs upon 
which it faſtneth and exerciſeth. And hence it is, that 

'the Apoſtle St.Fobn divides the World without us with 
relation to the World within us, viz. the luſt of the 
fleſb, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life , 1 John 
2. 16, The World that is within us, taketh in' the 
two great faculties or powers, Viz. 1. The Paſſions of 
the Soul; and 2. The {cnſual AppetitezBoth theſe are 
in their own Nature good, placed in us by the Wile 
Ged of Nature, for moſt excellent ends and uſes. Our 
buſineſs thereſore is to keep in order and ſubjection, 
and to extirpate and root them out ; for they arc radi 
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cated/ini our Nature by the God of Nature. But of 


this more particularly. ++ 

©11, Our Paſſions : Such asare Love, Hatred, Anger, 
Hope, Fear, Joy, Sorrow; theſe and the like Paſhons 
of the Humane Soul, are not ſimply in themſelves evil; 


not the ſubje& of Chriſtians Viory* 
become ſuch when they become the Wing 
and that is principally in theſe Caſes, 24 
are miſplaced; as when we love the "ming 
hate, hope for the things we,ſhould fear 
we ſhould grieve, &c. or e converſe,” 1; wh 
immoderate or exceſſive about their prope 
comes to paſs, when in thole thi ) | 
may exerciſe our Paſſions lawfully , we exceed tt 
meaſure or proportion that is due to them, "For in- 
ſtance, '| may lawfully love a comp@etiey of 
ſubſiſtance, but I exceed in this , "Mf 
much and beyond the worth that is trol" 
lawfully be angery with him that inf | 
ceed in the meaſure, or degree, oFWme, or duration, 
and become implacable. 3. When my Aﬀe&ions or 
Paſhons are not atted to that height they ought to be : "AN 
finite objeAs of our Paſſions require a proporti@nate 
degree of our Paſſions; but where the objefFiwli 
nite, my affe&ions may err in being room 
in the exceſs: I cannot love God teo 
to love him with all my might ; but T'may' 
toolittle, and then my affe&ion errs:. F eannot Ware 
fin too much, becauſe I cannot love God too ined; 
but I may hate it too little, 4. When \ ffechbon: 
or Paſſions are ated unſcaſonably, either in'relpett oi 
the competition between objeRs of ſeveral yalyes : } 
may, nay I muſt love my Father; but if 1 of So 
e 
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Father more than my Saviour, my- Saviour hath! peg; 
nounced me unworthy of him. $5. When my Palions 
degenerate.into Vices and Corruptions, and ſo became 
not ſo much Powers or Facultics, as Diſcaſcs and Sicke 
nefſes of the Soul : As when Anger degenerates inty 
Malice, Revenge when Selt-loye degenerates into Enp 
vy; whendeſire of, ordelight in , the prafits or ho- 
nours of the W, Id degenexates into Covetouſneſs or 
ions andithelike. 6. When my Paſſions are no; 
yhent, Guidance or Condutt of my 
Reaſon and Judgment ; but 
tey are ſent,or go beyond what = 

xt and fablide when recalled : 
| infinite perturbation in the Soul, invert 
ae, and become furics and tempeſty 
nd captivate the Mind and underſtanding, 
ple part of the World than that which 
i withour us. -Under theſe conditions our Paſſions and 
of that World which is the objed 

fare and Victor 
part of this World within us are the 
ncies of our Senſual Appetite. This 
it ſelf good, placed in us by the 
God of Ny for excellent ends, viz. For the pre 
ſervation of the Individual Nature, as Eating and 
Drigking, and thoſe invitations of Senſe, ſublervient 
þz or for the preſervation of the ſpecies, s 

exolgexcs. But _ then become a finful 
agiar World. 1, When they become 
«2.4 Q ay 3. Or unteaſonable, 
14 When they are not ſubordinate in 
ingstathe Government of Reaſon, enlight. o» 
Mormhor Religious Light. A: Chriſtian hath th 
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migewithout him, as unruly and undiſci-JY thi 

d 939d Paſſions within him ; and it is a vain ev! 
. thingteitink vf6ver coming the World without any 
»Y unt 


mw 
over the World. . ſoy 
ugtil this World within us be brought into fubjetion ; 
for without the Corruptions and Luſts within, the 
World, and the evil Men of the World, andthe evil 
one of the World, could n#t hurt us. 


= —— Non Unlnus adattus 
Debetur gladijs, perenſſum eft pettore ferrum, 


The Wedge of Gold was an innocent thing, but A- 
chars covetous heart within gaye it ſtrength df harm. 
We come into the World, as into 8 great Shdp full of 


all variety of Wares accommodated to-our pr 
and Aﬀettions; and were it nat for theſe, | 


ofthe World, before they could get within us dr cor- 
t us.  - y 

2. The World without us is of three Kinds The 
Natural World, which is the work of God 
malt certainly in it ſelf good ;, and is not Cn- 
tally, by man's abuſe of himfelf or ir./ It a 
general ſupply of objeats anſwerable to the-defives of 
our vegetable and ſenſible nature, and the exigences 
and Conveniences of itz it. is a- great ſhop full of all 
forts of wares anſwerable to our wants or conditions, 
there is wealth and places and delights for the ſenſes; 
and it becomes an Enemy to us by reaſon only of the 
diſogder and irregularity of thefe' Luſts and Paſſions 


that are within us, and by reaſon of the over-raluc- 
that weare apt to put upon- them they are indeed 


le; temptations, but they. are only. palkve, as « vs 
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in] of Gold did paſſively tempt Aci@r, but it v 
bt. own Luſt and Covetouſneſs that did him the e 
ath the Rock doth not ſtrike the'Sbip,+but the Ship ſtrikes 
ſci-© the Rock and breaks it ſelf. - This World, as it- is nfi© 
ain evil in it ſelf, ſo.moſt certainly-it 'is full of goodnfts 
uw, 2nd benceyolence to us : \it ſupplics our wants," isae-: 
ll. . commdoate 


would lye long enough upon the hands of thayÞrince 
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commodate to the exigences and conyeniences of our 


nature; furniſheth us with yarjous objeRts and inſtance 
of the Divine Goodneſs, Liberality, Bounty ; of his 
Power and Majeſty, and*Glory; of his Wiſdom, 


' Providence and Government : which are ſo many in- 


trations to teach us to know, and admire and mag- 
nifie him; to walk thankfully , dutifully', and obedi 
ently unto him; to teach us Reſignation , Contented- 
neſs, Submiſſion, and Dependance upon him. A good 
heart will be made better by it; and if there be evilin 
it, it is ſuch as our own corrupt natures occaſions or 


dingy an it , or upon our ſelves by it - and it isa 
great page of our Chriſtian warfare and diſcipline to 
o uſe it asit ought to be uſed, and to ſubdue 
thoſe Luſts and Corruptions that abuſe it,and our ſelves 
by#. Afain ſecondly, there is another World with- 
out uggthe malignant and evil World, the World of evil 
i of evil Men; Mundus in maligno poſitm: 
at miſchiefs' of this World are of two 
'% I. Incentives and temptations from it, 
that Ze apt to bring the reſt of mankind into the evil 
of fin and offence againſt God ; ſuch as are evil exam- 
ples, evil commands, evil counſels, evil perſwafions 
and ſollicitations, 2. The Troubles, and —_ 
and Vexations, and Perſecutions, and Oppreſſions, a 
Calumnies, and Reproaches, and diſgraces , that- are 
inflited by them: And the evil that ariſeth from theſe 
are of two Kinds, viz. ſuch as they immediately cauſe, 
which is great Uneaſineſs, and Griefs, and Sorrow: 
again, ſuch as conſequently ariſe from theſe, name- 
ly, Me evil of Sin, & Impatience , Diſcontent , Un. 
{s of mind, Murmuring againſt the Divine Pro- 


_ © vilence, doubtings of it, letting go our Confidence in 


Gbd, Niftruſt, Unbelief, and putting forth our hands 
toIniquity to deliver our Telves from theſe inconye- 
niences, cither by unlawful or forbidden means 2 by 
| in 
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fnful compliances with the Gnful World, by falling in 


> wigh ther to deliver our ſelves from theiriopprefſions, 
mY ions or wrongs, | by raiſing commotions, enga- 
7; © ging in parties, and infinite more unhappy conſequen- 


c&.-. And thirdly , there is a third kind of World 
which isin a great meaſure without us, namely, the ac- 
cidental,or more truly tbe Providential Worldin relation « 
toman and -his condition in this World, and is com- 
monly of two kinds, 12... proſperous or adverſe. Ex- 
ternal or worldly Proſperity conſiſts in an accommodate 
condition of man in this World ; as health of body ; 
coufort of friends and relations ; affluence, or at leaſt 
competency of wealth , power, honour, applauſe, , 
good report and the like : The dangers, that teal upon 
mankind in this condition are Pride, Haughtineſs of 
mind, Arrogance, Vain-glory, Inſolence, Oppreſſion, 
Security, Contempt of others, Love of the World, 
Fear of Death , and deſires of diverſion from the 
thoughts of it, Luxury, Intemperance, Ambition, Co- 
vetoulneſs, Negle& and forgetfalneſs, and a low efteem 
of God, the life to come , and our Duty. 2. Adver- 
ſay; ' as , Sickneſs and--Diſeaſes, Poverty, loſs of 
Friends and Eſtate, publick or private diſturbances or 
Calamities, and the like : And though oftentimes theſe 
are occaſioned by the evil or malignant World , yer 
many times they ſeem to come accidentally, and are apt 
to breed Impatience, Diſcontent, Unquietneſs of mind, 
diſtruſt of Providence, Murmuring, Envy at the exter- 
nal felicity of others, and that common diſcompolure 
which we ordinarily find ig our ſelyes and others upon 
like occaſion. 

IV. The fourth conſiderable is, what is this Farth 
which thus overcometh the World, which is nk 
elſe but a deep, real, full, ſound periwaſion of an 
aſſent unto thoſe great truths revealed in the Scriptures 
of God,upon the account that they are truly the Word 

| an 
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its The #iffory of Faith 

and Will of the Eternal God, who is Truth it ſelf, ay 
can neither deceive; nor be deceived ; and lereinth 
two mattersare confiderable, firſt, Whit are theſe Di 
vine Truths which being really and ſ6undly belicved 
doth inable the Viftory over the World; or the ſpe 
objects of that victorious Faith, ſecondly ; Whaty 
«that AR of Faith or Belief of excellent obje&s, whidy 
thus overcometh the World. L | 
1. For the: former of theſe, although the whokt 
Body of Divine Truths is the adequare objett of Faith| 
yet there ſceinto be certain ſpecial Heads or Parts 
Divine Teuths; that have-the greateſt influence inty 
this Vitory overthe World; - I ſhall mentiori lome of 
them ; narely,- tr. That there is one moſt Powerful 
Wiſe, Graciobs, Bountifl;Juſt, at? ANM-ſeeing Opd, 


knows our theeghts, our wants, our fihs,/ dur 

and is ready to tupply us with all things ehifate g 
and fit for us, beyond all we' can a*'or thinks, hat 
incomprehenſible Wiſdom , and trrefiſtible -Power '# 
effe& what he plealeth; that leaves not-ariy--of ty 
works, c{pecially. mankind , without his fpecial eait 
and fuperintendenceover them 4 without whoſe Wil 
or defigned Permifon, nothing befels us. 'Z; 

this moſt Wilſc' and 'Juſt and powerful God hath aps 
pointed a'Layy or Rule, according to which his Wil 
1s, that the children of Men ſhould conform ther 
felves, and according to the upright endeavours of the 
children of Men to conform thereunto, He will mf 
certainly give Rewards; and according to the witty 
tranſgreſſions thereof, he will inflit puniſhments, and 
that he is a moſtftri& and infallible obſerver of alf the 
ways of the children of Men , whether of obedicyd 
or dilobedience thereunte. 3. That this Law and 
Will of his, he hath commenicated and revealed unto 
the children of Men in his holy Word ms 


the Author of ati Being, that ispteſent in well $ 
ate x 
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the miſſion of his Sorv Jeſus Chriſt, who/ 
theAwvorld a full and compleat colle&io#- 
Laws of God, whereunto he would-have® us' T 

{That he hath ym unto mankind, in and through 
Cheild Jeſus, a foll manifeſtation of a future life after 
this of Rewards and Puniſhments; -and according to 
that Law of his thus maniſeſted by his Son, hewill, 
by the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, diſpence and execute the ſen- 
tences of Rewards and/Poniſhments, and judge every 
Man according to his works. ,. And that the Re- 
ward of Faith and Obedience, in that other life to 
come, ſhall be an Eternal , Bleſſed ,, Happy eftate of 
Saul and Body in the glorious Heavens, and in the pre- 
ſence and fruition of the ever Gloridvs and Erernal 
God. 6. And that the Puniſhment of the Rebellious 
ad Diſobedient unto this Will and Law of God thus 


& & manifeſted-by his Son, ſhall bean Eternal Seperation of 
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$euland Body from the preſence of God, and the con- 
echelon of them ' under chains of darkneſs and Evyer- 
tiſtivg torments in Hell fire. 7. And that the Son of 
Ge&hath given us the greateſt aſſurance imaginable of 
the-:truth of this Will of God, of this Happineſs and 
Miſery; by takimg upon him'our Nature, by his Mira- 
ces; by his Death and Reſurre&ion and Aſcenſion into 
Glory, and by ' his' miſſion of the Spirtt of Wiſdom 
md Revelation into his Apoſtles aud Diſciples, both 
toinftru& the World in his Truth, and to evidence the 
Truth of their mifſien from him. $8. That Almighty 
Sod, [though full of Juſtice and Severity againſt ob- 
flinate and rebellious; yet is full of Tenderneſfs, Love, 
and Corpaſfion towards all thoſe that fincexely de- 
fire toobey his Will, and to accept of terms of Peace 
and Reconciliation with him, and is ready upon Re- 
pentance and Amendment, to Pardon whatſoever is 
amiſs, and; hath" accordingly promiſed it ; and that he 
Kath the care, and toye, and tenderneſs of a Father to- 


wards 


I 
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The Viftary of Faith 
That in our ſincere endeavour of Obe 
| we ſhall be- ſore, of his Love', Favaw 
and Freteftign-; that in al our afflictions. and. trouble 
he Rands by. us, and will not leave us: That he 1 
moſt certainly make good every promile that by Ch 
he hath ſentunto us, for the life that is preſent, an 
that which is tos come : That the Law he hath ſent: 
by Chriſt to ſubmit unto is an caſie and good Law, fue 
as will perfe& our Nature, andfit-it to: be partaker 
his Glory : Andthat all his thoughts towards us; 
our faithful endeavour to obey him, are thoughts 
Love, Fayour,: Peace, Bounty and Goodneſs. Andg 
this he hath given the greateſt Aſſprance that is poſſbk 
for mankind toexpet or deſire, even the ſending 
his Eternal Son into the World, totake upomhing « 
Nature to acquaint us with his/Fathers Will and Lox 
to live a life of want and miſery, and 'to-die a de; 
full of ſhame and horror , to. riſe. again to difpage 
Meſſengers into all the World, to-publih the- gc 
Will of God to mankind, to aſcend, up into: Glat 
and there to make interceſſion -for- us- poor Wont 
the Right Hand of God 5 giving us, alſo; hertby1af 
rance of our Reſurreien, and of hiscoming agai 
judge the World, and to receive his'obedient {eryaii 
into Eternal Glory. Theſe be ſome of hoſe Princitt 
Objects of that Faith that overcometh-the. World,b6 
foundly received, believed and digeſted... in 
2. As touching the Ad it ſelf; it is no other thatl 
ſound, real and firm, belief: of thoſe; Sacred Truths 
And therefore. it ſeems that they that' perplex; the 
tion of Faith with other intricate and; abſtruſe defini 
tions or deſcriptions, either render it/very difficult 
ſcarce intelligible, or elſe take into the definition or & 
ſcription thole Binge that are but the Conſequents an 
Effes of it. . He that hath this firm perſwaſign' w 
moſt certainly Repent of his ſinspaſt, will moſt-cert 
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endeavour Obedience to the Will of God, which is 
believed by him to be Holy, Juſt and Good, and 
the obedience or diſobedience whereof depends 
his etetnal happineſs or miſery, will moſt certainly de- 
pend upon = promiſes of God for this life and that 
tocome ; for thoſe are as natural effet of ſuch a firm 
perſalien, as it is for the belief of a danger to put a 
man upon' means to avoid it, or for the belief of a be- 
nefit to put 4 man upon mens to attain it. Some 
things are of ſuch a nature that the belief or knowledg 
of them goes no further, but itreſts in it ſelf, as the be- 
lief or knowledg of bare ſpeculative truths : But ſome 
things are of ſuch a nature as being once truly and firm- 
ly believed or known, carry. a man out to adtion : | 
ſuch are eſpecially the knowledg or belief of ſuc 
things as are the, objeQy of our fears or of our hopes 3 
the belief of ſuch objeas do naturally and with a kind 
of moral neceſſity carry a man out to ation; to the 
avoiding of ſuch - and the attaining of ſuch hopes 
And therefore Faith and belief in reference thereunto 
comes often in the Scripture unger the namey of hope 
and fear, as being the proper effefts of it. Inſtances 
we have of both, 2 Cor: 5, 10. 11. For we muſt all 
uppear before the Tudgwent ſeat of Chriſt, that every one 
ws) receive the things done in his body, according to that 
be bath done, whether it be goodor bad. Knowing there- 


: "fore the terror of the Lord we perſwade men. 1 John 


3.2, 3. But we know that when he ſhall appear we ſhall 


_ be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is;, and ey 


men that bath this hope in bir purifieth himſelf, even as be 


pure. | 

Thereſore we need not be fo ſollicious touching the 
nature of Faithy what kind of Faith it is that muſt 
fave us: certainly, if it be a true and real afſent of 
the mind to thele great truths of God, it muſt be 


operative, according to the nature of the things be- 
I lived 
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lieved which are in order to working; and therefore 
if it have not that effeR, it isnot Faith nor afſent yif 
it have it but weak and imperfeRly, it is evident that 
the affent is weak and fluuating ; if it have that e& 
fe at ſometimes but not at others, it is evident that 
the affent is ſuſpended, or intermitted, or not aRtually 
exerciſed at theſe intermiſſions : if a man were real 
and fully perſwaded that'if he take ſuch a Journey to 
morrow, he ſhould certainly break his Leg,he woulds 
certainly not go: or if he were under a certain per: 
ſwaſion, that if he took ſuch a Drink, he ſhould cer. 
tainly recover his loſt health, it were as certain he would 
drink it: and if a man were aQually and fully per: 
ſwaded that, if he uſed ſuch a means, he ſhould attain 
everlaſting happineſs, or, if he ſhould commit ſuch; 
fin, he ſhould certainly loſe it, it were ſcarce morally 
poſſible, that a reaſonable man in his wits would omit 
the one or commit the other. 

And to ſay, this is but an hiſtorical Faith, and that 
the Devils have as much, they believe and tremble,and 
they do as fully aſſent to Divine truths as any can do, 
yet it avails them not, concludes nothing ; the reaſa 
is evident, becauſe the Salvation to be attained, the 
Faith which is the inſtrument to attain it, concerns 
them not, neither are they in a State to be advantaged 
by it; but iris otherwiſe with men. If I ſhould a6 
quaint a Stranger that if my Son doth ſuch a thing, 
I will give my Son five pound, though the Stranger be- 
lieves it as really true 'as any thing in the World, it 
puts not him upon the ation, becauſe as he is not 
concerned in the reward, ſo he is not concerned in the 
Tneans : but according to the belief thar my Son hath, 
4twill or will not put him upon the ation: if he be 
lieve me not, he will not do it at all; if he believe tt 
faintly and doubtingly, . he will perform the aftion as 
cordingly ? but if he believe it truly and fully, and fet 
any 
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' over the World. © t15 
any value, upon the reward, he will perform ic cheer- 
fully z for he is concerned in the reward, and in the 
megns to attain it, wh : 
.- Faith therefore is a firm aſſent to the Sacred Truths, 
whether-the Truths relate ro things paſt, as that God 
made the World, that Chriſt the Meſſiah is come in 
the Fleſh, &c. or to things preſent, as that Almighty 
God beholds all I do, and knows all I think, or that 
heis a Reconciled Father unto me in Chriſt Jeſus; or 
things to. come which pridcipally excite thoſe two great 
moyers of the Soul, Hope and Fear, in Relation to the 
future Liſe of Rewards and Puniſhments. 

V. Icome to the fifth thing, viz. How Faith over- 
cometh the World, which takes in theſe two Conſider ations; 
1. How that is, in what degree. 2. How that is, by 


what Method or Means. Touching the former of 


theſe, touching the degree of the Viaory that Faith 
gives, itisa Viſtory, but not a ViAory to utter exter- 
mination, The Captain of our Salyation indeed over- 
came the World, totally, perfealy, Fobn 16. 23. 
Our Vigory is not compleat, nor perſe& on this fide 
Death; but it is ſuch a Vitory as leaves ſtill an adver- 
lary to conteſt with us, though not to ſubdue and con- 
quer us. 1t is a Viaory, but yet got without a conti- 
nucd warfare. 

2, Touching che Aethod whereby our Faith over- 
cometh the World, I ſhall ſay ſomething in general, 
ſomething more particularly with Relation to the 
World under the former acceptations. 

In general therefore,the great method whereby Faith 
overcometh the World, is by reQifying our Judg- 
ments, and removing thoſe miſtakes that are in us 
concerning the World, and our own | condition. 
1. Some things there are in the World, which we 
let ancſteem, and yalue, and love upon, which. de- 

I 2 ſerve 


1x6 The Victory of Faith 
ſerve rather our hatred or. deteftation : As, our ſins; 
the irregularities of our Luſts'and Paſſions, and thoſe 
degenerate Plants that ariſe from them; as Pride, Am- 
bition , Revenge, Inteinperance &c, Thele 'we ac- 
count our right hands, and our right eyes, in our ſtate 
of; natural darkneſs. Faith reQifies this miſtake of 
our judgment, by ſhewing us the Law and Will of 
God revealed by Chriſt,whereby we find that theſe are 
our diſeaſes, diſtempers and fickneſſes, repugnant to the 
Will, Image, and Command of God; that they are 
our loſs and our danger and our ruine ; and there- 
fore not to be entertained but mortified and crucified. 
2. Some things that are in the World, that we may 
allow ſomewhat of our Aﬀe&ions unto, but we over- 
value them. We reckon wealth, and honours, and 
powers, the greateſt happineſs imaginable, and there- 
fore  intenſly defire them ; fickneſſes and afflitions, 
and injuries, and loſſes the greateſt miſery imaginable, 
and therefore we fear them exceſſively, we are into- 
lerably diſcontented under them. Faith reRifies our 
miſtakes herein, gives usa juſt yalue of thefe things, 
ſhews_ us the Law of God, checking and forbidding 
immoderate AﬀeCions or Paſſions to be eXerciſed about 
them, aſſures us that we are, as well under the view 
and obſervation, as under the care and regiment of the 
great Lord of Heaven and Earth; and therefore ex- 
pets our great moderation in relation to externals, 
3. And principally, for the moſt partthe Children of 
Men eſteem this life the uttermoſt term or limit of their 
happineſs or. miſery ; and therefore make it their whole 
buſineſs, by all means poſſible, to make their-lives here 


as ſplendid and glorious, as delightful and pleaſurable, 


as it is poſſible; and uſe all means whether honeſt or 
» diſhoneſt, fit or unfit, to ſecure themſelyes in the good 
they have,-and to avoid any thing that is grieyous or 
troublefome': : And- if - they cannot compaſs ir oy 
_ n 


> SE SHEESSSEMETESS”M_.__MDYYCUAO[T TOTS. 


<< IJ 


CES RAD na Y TOE un mY ATOP RTE PF andG my Tas 


over the World, " "_ 


fink,” and deſpond , and murmur , and die under it, 


as the only Hell imaginable; or if they have any 
thoughts 'of a future eſtate after death ; yet they are 
but languid, faint, and ſcarce believed in any tolerable 
degree , and ſuſpeted rather as the impoſtures of Po- 
liticians or Fables of Poets, than having any real 
truth in them, Faith re&tifies this miſtake, and affures 
us there is a judgment to come, a ſtate of Rewards 
and Puniſhments of a far higher nature _ than this 
World can afford, or indeed apprehend ;, tbat:the hap- 
pineſs of that life out-bids. all the greateſt and moſt 
glorious entertainments that this World can afford, 
and will infinitely exceed the greateſt lofſes or croſſes 
that this World can yield. And on the other fide, 
the puniſhments of that life will infinitely . over-bal- 
lance all the pleaſures and contentments. that this life 
here. can yield , and the memory of them will but in- 
hance the rate and v5 thoſe torments ; and 
that accordingly as Men ſpend their lives in this ſhort 
tranſitory life, either in obedience or. diſohedience 
unto the Divine Will, accordingly the retribution of 
everlaſting Rewards and Puniſhments will be there gi- 
yen, This view of the futnre ſtate, preſented by Faith 
to the Soul, will have thefe two grear Efee, in order 
to the ſubduing and conquering of the World without 
vs, by rendring it poor , inconſiderable,  cantemptible 
in compariſon of thoſe everlaſting joys. and, happineſs 
of the next life; and the World within us, by. chain- 
ing up our exorbitant Luſts and Paſſions under, the fear 
of the Judgment to come, and by. ordering, .compoſing 
and regulating them in"contemplation of the. great re- 
ward annexed to our dutifyl obedience unto God in 
this life, > ol of = aeoie- 7:4 1 Yo 

. But I. ſhall come to particulars , and follow that 
trat that is before given, .in the diſtribution of the ' 
World, as well Kithin, as. without us ;, and _—_— 
| a I 3 ne 


118 The Piltory of Faith 
the particular method of Faith in ſubduing and con: 
quering them, 1. Therefore inreference to the, World 
within us 3, namely, 1, Our Paſſions, 2, Our Lufts. - 


I. As for our Paſſions: 1. Faith direfts their due 
placing upoii their objeds, .by diſcovering what are the 
true and proper. objeQs of them, out'of that large and 
comprehenſive Law of. God which preſents ew as 
{uch to the Soul, and to be obſerved under the pain of 
the dilpleafore of the glorious and- Almighty God 
2, Upon' the ſame account it teacheth our Paſſions a 
affetions mogeration in "their exerciſe , even about 
theit proper” objeas, and” due fubordination.to the ſy- 
prerile Tove'a man owes to. the ſupreme good , God 
Almighty. , 3. Upon the ſame account it teacheth us, 
under, oor" obligation of duty to God, to cut off, cru, 
cifie and mortifie the difcaſes ard corruptions of Paſſi 
on SIG, Fry, Revenge, Pride, Valt glory, 
. "2. It! feſerence to our Deſires: 1. Natural, it tex 
cheth*ys grear moderation, temperance, ſobriety ; it 
tellsus thefevery natural propenſionis are apt to grow 
unruly and conſequent! > Kaefal, and therefore that 
we aretoKkeep them in ſubjeRiori and ufider Diſcipline 
both to Heligion and to Reaſon: And this it doth, by 
aſſuring vs that ſuch'is,,the Will and Law of our Crea- 
tor; by affuring us that the Tame Almighty God is the 
conſtant abſeryer af all our moſt intimate deportments 
it affures' vs that rhe Son of God dyed to redeem vs 
from thecaptivity'of our Liſts ; that if we be kept 
ſtill in fervirutle' under them we make gm ungrateful re- 
turn "to? his love, arid; what ih os lies, difappeint him 
of theend of hisſufferings : It ſhews us the'great falſe 
nefs, deceit and weaker of theſe Luſts, that they are 
ready thhontyery accafion to tebell againſt God'and his 
L1w Pfaced'in our ſouls'; thar they are upon every yy 
ts ys | calign 
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cafion. ready to betray us to.,,our worſt. Enemy, and 
if they once get loole. from DAcipline and ſubje&ion, 
they are hard to be reclaimed; and therefore muſt he 
kept under a careful, vigilant and auſtere diſcipline, 
that if we do ſo order them, we are ſafe in a. great 
meaſure fromthe temptations of the World . and. .the 
Devil, who could not hurt us without the complyance, 
inordinateneſs, treachery, and correſpondence of theſe 
cloſe Enemies within us. 2. As touching thoſe: dege- 
nerate and corrape Luſts , as, Covetouſneſs, Malice, 
Envy ; Faith. doth firſt of all in \ Je ſhew us, that 
they are prohibited by the great Lord and Law. giver of 
Heaven and Earth,; and that under. ſevere penalties; 
again ſecondly, it ſhews us that they are the great de- 
pravers and embaſers of our nature, the difturbers of ' 
the Peace, Security, and Tranquility of our minds; 
again thirdly, it ſhews us, that they are vain, imper- 
tinent,-. and pnneceſſary perturbations, ſuch as.can .ne- 
ver do us any real good, but feed our vain imaginations 
with deceits.inſtead of Realities. But particular inſtan- 
ces in Relation-to theſe ſeveral lyſts will render theſe 
truths more. evident, 1. Therefore, for Covetouſneſs. or 
immoderate defire of wealth, Ambition, the immode- 
rate defires of Honour or Power,we (hall ſee how Faith 
or.true aſſent. tothe truths of - God revealed. in, his 
Word doth corre& and crucifie this Luſt, and that prin- 
cipally by theſe enſuing Conſiderations, 1. Faith diſ- 
coyers to us that the great Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
to. whom we. owe a moſt univerſal and indiſpenible 
obedience, ' kath forbidden this Luſt, hath told us we 
muſt not be over-ſollicitous for the things of this Life, 
and we have no reaſon toſuſpe& his Wiſdom in ſuch 
prohibitions, for he is infinitely Wiſe, and knows beſt 
what is fitteſt for us to do or not to do; neither have 
we cauſe to-ſubjeft his Love to us, or to think he envics 
us in his commands, either to enjoyn what might be 

I 4 hurtful 
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- hurtful for vs, or to fgebi 


«to'us; for it was his 


love that gaye 


vs atfirſt our being , and therefore certainly can neye 


enyy us any thing that might be good or convenient for 
that being, which heat firſt freely pave and till f 
continues to us. 2. Faith ſhews-us the.vanity ani 
'fowneſs of ſuch defires, re-minds us that when: death 
Tomes 'all theſe objefs will be utterly inſignificant; 
that they are tranſient , incertain objetts , ſuch as are 
nat only fitted barely for the meridian of this life , but 
ſuch as oftentimes take wings and fly away from w 
before we leave them, fuch as in their very enjoyment 
Fatisfie not , 'but inftead' of fatisfaftion' are oftentimg 
-yexations and thorns 'to affit us. 4. Faith preſents 
us with better _ , more ſafe to'be defired , more 
eaſily'to be obtained, more ſecurely to be kept z name 
ly, our peace with Gol, and the firmand ſound affy- 
rance of eyerlaſting happineſs. 4. Faith L wire me us 
| with an afſhrance of the divine particular vidence, 
which gives and takes away, and grants or denies the 
things upon which our deſires are thus fixed, and there) 
ore renders our immoderate cares and thoughtfulnek 
for 'f e buſineſs of this life , cither needleſs or vaiy, 
Taur Heavenly Father knoweth that ye hay need of al 
theſt things, commands 'us to caſt out'care ypon him, 
ſor he caxeth for us that knows what is is fitteſt for us; 
if abundance, he'is able to ſupply'us without tortur: 
ing our ſelves with cate or follicitovſneſs; if the cons 
rrary , either we covet in vain, "ahd 'bur endeayouts 
thall be diſappointed , or at leaſt they' ſhall be given) 
but 'a curſe and vexition with them; "given us in ans 
ger, given us to our hurt; and” the ſame 'may be ſaid 
in all points in relation to ambition 'and: defire of Ho 
- nours or Powers. 2, Again, in relation to Aalice # 
Envy againſt the proſperity of others, faith ſhews us 
how vain and fooliſh'a thing it is, and the _— 
—_—_— caule 
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over \the World." . - 12! 
becauſe the wiſe and great God is the diſpenſer of all 
, hath ood Glnce and ralinited oy iety in 
them, dif; ga good plea 
fure. What reaſon hath any Man. tp envy that. diC. 
poſal which the God of Heaven makes 2|Again, 3; For 
Kiverge, the great Lord of the World hath reſerved 
that-as a branch of his own ſupreme Prexrogative. Yow- 
is mine , ſaith the Lord, Nhat have you or | to 
To ianade tcl Prerogative ? It.ts his own right, and 
he beſt knows when, and where, and in-what to 
exerciſe it. | | | 
"2; I come to the conſideration of the World with- 
out 4, as that which poſſibly is here principally in- 
ended, and the ViRtory of the Chriſtian by his Faith 
over it, and firſt in relation to 'the Natural World. 


"This World, as hath/been obſerved, is in it ſelf very 


food, and the evil-chat ariſcth from it is only occa- 
onal, Which is thus; it is a goodly Palace fitted 
with all pou objeRs to our benfes, full of variety 
and' pleaſantneſs , andithe Soul faſtening them, 
isready with Peter in the Mount to conclude that it is 
to be here ;, and. therefore grows careleſs of the 
ights of another ſtate after death , or to think of 
the paſſage to it , or making proviſion for itz but to 
ſer up its hope an happineſs, -andreftin it, and in 
theſe delights. and accommodations. that: it yields our 
ſenſes.” Faith ovetcometh this part of .the -World, 
by aſſuring the- Soul { that this lower. World iis only 
the place of our probation, not of our. happineſs;3. our 
lan, not our home. It preſents to the Mind a ftate 
of-happhneſs , to :be'attained after death , infinitely 
firpaling all the contents and convenierices that, this 
World can yield; -and: that one great: means to attain 
it; is by ſetting our hearts upon it , and not upon the 
World , buruſing this preſent World not as the end of 
vur-hopes, but as aur paſſage toit; a 
| watchfu 


 # 
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watchful hand over our defires and delights towards it, 
orinit; that'it teal not away our- heart from og 


everlaſting Treaſure”; to carry a ſober and temperate 
mind towardvit, : and uſe of it, -as-in the fight of tha 
God that lerids it us, to excite-our thankfulneſs " 
try bur Obedience, not to rob him- of the Love, 
Service, and Duty we owe unto- him. In ſhort, the 
methods whereby Faith overcometh this part” of x 
World, are theſe,” 1. By giving us a poyny | 
it, -to prevent us from over-valuing it. 2. vent 
re-minding of us, that it is fitted or to che Meridia 
of this Life, which is ſhort and tranſitory, and paſſeth 
away. 3: By preſenting unto usa-ftate of future hap 
hinels that finitely ſurpaſſeth it. . 4. By diſcovering 
our Duty+in-our walk through .it,: namely, of greg 
moderation and: vigilancy. 5. -By' preſenting unto'w 
theexarhple of the Captain of our Salvation, his d6 
pottment init,' and? towards it. . 6, By ry uz 
that weare but Stewards unto the great Lord 'of the 
Fawily-of Heaver/and Earth for ſo,much as we hay 
of it, and thatto/him we muſt give an account of ow 
Stewardſhip. 7. By:afſuring us, . that- our great Lond 
and -Maſter"is a:<onftant obſerver ;of all our depery 
ment init. 8. And that he will moſt certainly gives 
reward propertionable to the: management of our truſt 
and Stewardſhip, 15x. If done fincerely, faithfully,and 
obediently to our great Lord and Maſter,, a reward of 
everlaſting —_— and. Glory ;; -but- if done falſly, 
fiefully,and difobediently,then a roward of cyerlaſting 
Loſ and Miſery. 0} + It - 22176 1 10 
2.” Asto the ſecond kind:of Warld, the Malignat 
World of evil: Men-and evil Angels;; -and therein fidſ 
in relation tothe ewi/ Connſels, : and; evil Examples, thit 
ſolicit or tempt us to:the breach of our Duty to God, 
The Methods whereby Faith .overcometh this part' 
the Malignans World, are theſc,, 1, It preſents/ unto 
us 
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Foot Duty that we owe to God, and which we are 
EY to obſerve under the great penal- 
xy of Joſs of our HappjneF. 2 It preſchts us with the 
gen acent that we have"in obeying” God, above 
gever advantage wecanhave in obeying'or fol- 
Jowing the: ſinſut examples, 'counſels;' -or commands 
of this World ; and rhe great exceſsof our diſadyan- 
rage in obeying or following the evil examples, or 
unſels of the World,” And this makes Him at a 
vint with theſe Sollicitations, peremptorily to conclude 
te better to obey God than Man; and with Foſeph, 
How can I do this great wickedneſs, ' and fin againſt 
God? 7. It preſents Almighty God "ftriatly obfere- 
inp our carriage in relation to theſe temptations, 4. Tt 
preſents us with the diſpleaſure and wo of the 
lime God, incaſe we deſert him, and follow the fin- 
ful examples, or counſels of men; and with the great 
fayour, loye, approbation, and reward bf 'Almighty 
God, if we keep our Fidelity and Duty t6 him. + It 
preſents'ys with the noble example of our blefſed $a- 
yiour. -6;1t preſents ous with the tranſcendent love of 
Gol im Chrift Jeſus, who to redeem and reſcue us 
from" the miſcty of ours fatural condition, and from 
dominion of fin, and to make us a peculiar people 
ealous of good Works," chofe to become a'turle and 
die for us, the greateſt * obligation” of 'fove and grati- 
tude and duty imaginable': And then it leaves the Soul 
artially ro' judge which is the better of the two, and 
hether* this malignant _ World can” propound any 
thing that can be an equiyolent motive to follow their 
commands or examples, or that can equal the love of 
ohr Savione:" the reward: of eternal life, and'the favour 
of the; ever glorious God 3 all which" muft be denied 
inffoff bY 1 finfol chmplyance with evil connſels, com- 
mands,” or examples of an evil World.” Ir is true the 
World can” perchance reward my compliarice _ 
py wi 
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with honour, oe arolty and favour, . and. richg [no 
or. they, my neglects with eveNs, (ron: 

a, _ pov noſe. wy may” be - F 
arto t 
I loy 5 Feppont agd an. eternal recompes f: 
glory. and els happineſs? The terms therefore of tiot 
by tdi ito the loving. and gracious God (4 
m 1 owe, my. utmolt. duty ;and obedience, theugh 
age: were no.reward attending w) do infinitely 61 
d, and qut-weigh ar en a ſinful World. cane 
eu give.:or inflit, And-ſecondly, as to.the us 
Part or Scene of this malignanr. World , Perſecution, 
Reproaches, Scorns, ye Deathit ſelf , Faith preſents the 
Soul not.,only. with the foregoing conſiderations and 
that glorious promiſe , Be faithful anto Death, and 
will geve. thee a Crown of life, but ſome other conſide. 
rations that, are. peculiarly proper to this. condition; 
Viz... 1+ -That jt is this Rate, that our bleſſed Saviow 
na notonly foretold , but bath annexed a ſpecial prs 
ET Enna 
or. Righteouſneſs jake y for thesrs us t Kin, 
- , That there, have. gone before us El 
oud. 7 Examples in all , yea the Captain: en 
our. Salvation... was, thus. perfect by 
3- . That houghir is roudlſome, ie obo there ort ,. 
ends. with Kg: will. be the paſſage into 4 
Ga .of 1 nf Incorpu happingſs.: And this? was that 
<a ldren.cry out, at a: point, when the 
grnch en ch in the World was ready to inflia the 
pon.them3: Our Gd whom we ſerve % 
able_to —_ + 6 Bc ufo know Tha i) yg 


will not wor woes. Jeng noone which thou beſt ſet mp 
And there oY r. Bleſſed Lor redoubles the injuns 
on of our Ga reward Him that.can.d gr pa oe 
and Seul in Hell, but forbids aoy fear of. 

tors, who can only deſtroy the Body-and. then can do 
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| nomore;-- And certainly that man that hathſyll aſſu- 
drance of an eſteem with / the great God.:of Heaven 
rid and Earth, -of an -incorruptible weight and Crown of 
| the next moment after death, muſt needs have a 

{Blow cftcem of the reproaches and ſcorns-and perſecu- 
e off tions of men for righteouſneſs lake ; and ſo much the 
pv rather* becauſe that very favour with God, and that 
yery Crown of happineſs . that he expeRts, is enhan- 
«&d by- theſe very ſcorns and thoſe very afflitions. 
For, Oar Light affiititions which are bere for amoment, 
work for us 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight of 


7 Concerning the third - kind of World, namely, 
the Providential World, conſiſting in external diſpenſa- 
tions of __— or proſperity. And firſt concerning 
the dark part of the World, namely, Adverſity, as 
caſualities, Ifſoes of Wealth or friends, fickneſſes, the 
common cffe&s whereof are impatience, diftruſt, mur- 
muring, and unquietneſs: Faith conquers this part of 
the World, and prevents theſe evil . conſequences. 
which cither temptations from without, or corruptions 
from-within are apt to raiſe. 4. Faith preſents the 
Sout with this aſſurance, that all external occurrences 
come from the wiſe diſpenſation or permiſſion of the 
moſt glorious God ; they come not by chance. 
2- That. the glorious God. may, even upon the ac- 
count of his own Sovercign ty, and pro #mperio, inflict 
what he pleaſeth upon any of his Creatures in this life. 
$4 That ' yet whatſocver .ke doth in this kind, is 
not only an effe& of his power and ſovercignty, but 
his Wiſdom, yea and of his goodneſs and bounty. 
No afflition. can befall any man but it muſt be uſeful 
for his inſtru&ion or prevention. 4. That the beſt of 
men deſerve far worſe at the hands of God, thanthe 
worſt afliions that ever did or ever can befall any 
Man in this life. 5g. That there have been examples of 
grea. 
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_— The Viktor of Faith © 
greater afflition, that have: befallen better Men in th 
life: Witneſs : Fob, and that excellent ' pattern of 
Patience ' and Goodneſs, even as ' a Man, our Lai 
Chrift Jeſus. 6. That theſe aflitions are ſent ſor th 

ever 'of good meny' and-it. is their fault 
weakneſs, if they have not that cffe&. +7... That 
the midſt of the ſevereſt aflitions,the favour of Gy 
to the Soul, diſcovering it ſelf like the Sun: ſhini 
through a Cloud, gives light and comfort to the $ 
8. That Almighty God is ready to ſupport them, thi 
believe in him, and ta bear them up under . all» they 
afflitions, that they ſhall not fink _ under the 
2. That whatſoever or how great ſoever the affliti 
of this Life are, if the name be blaſted with Reproac 
es, the Eſtate waſted and conſumed by fire from He 
yen, if Friends are loſt, if. hopes and expeQtations« 
appointed, if the Body be macerated with - pains 4 
diſeaſes, yet Faith preſents to the Believer ſomething 
that can bear up the Soul under theſe, and many mar 
ures, namely, that after a few years or dayss 
pent,an eternal ſtate of unchangeable and perfect hi 
pineſs ſhall ſucceed ;, that death the worſt of temp 
evils will cure all thoſe maladies, and dgliver up 
Soul into a ſtate of endleſs comfort and blefſedneh 
And therefore he bears all this with patience and quie 
neſs, and contentedneſs, and chearfulneſs, and 
appoints the World in that expeQation wherein i 
ffrength, in relation to this condition, lies, namely 
it 54/1908 all impatience, murmuring, -unquietnehs 
mind. 

2. As to the ſecond part of this Providential World 
namely, Proſperity, which in truth is the more dang 
rous condition of the two, without the interventic 
of the Divine Grace, the foils that the World put 
vpon Men by this condition, are commonly Pride, 
folence, carnal ſecurity, contempt or negleR of D 
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over the World. 227 
and Religion, Luxury, and the like: The :method 
uy whereby Faith evercometh this part of the World, and 

i thoſe evil conſequences that ariſe. upon it, are theſe. 
if 2. Faith gives a man & true. and equal eſtimate of this 
condition, and keeps a- man from  overvaluing it, or 


a af hioſelf for it 5 lets him know it- is very uncertain, 


very caſual, very dangerous, and cannot out-laft this 
life: Death will come and ſweep down all: theſe Cob- 
webs, - 2. Faith aſſures him, that Almighty God ob- 


hal ſerves bis whole deportment in it, that he hath giyen 
y him a Law of Humility, Sobriety, Temperance, Fide- 


lity, and a Caution not to truſt in uncertain Riches 
that he muſt give an account of his Stewardſhip alſo to 
the great Maſter of the Family of Heaven and Earth, 
that he will duly examine all his /rems, whether done 
according to his Lords Commiſſion and Command.z 
a and it lets him know that the more he hath, the great- 

er ought his care to be, becauſe his account will be the 
wy greater. 3. Faith lets him know, that the abundance 
of Wealth, Honour, Friends, Applauſe, Succeſſes, as 
they laſt no longer than this ſhort tranſitory life; and 
therefore cannot make up his Happineſs, no nor give 
4 Man an eaſe or reſcue from a fit of the Stone, or 
Colick : So there is an Everlaſting State of Happineſs 
or Miſery that muſt attend every Man after Death. And 
on. the one hand, all the glory and ſplendor,and hap- 
pineſs, that this inferiour World can afford,is nothing, 
$ it compariſon of that Glory that ſhall be reyealed to, 
and enjoyed by them that believe and obey. 1. No- 
thing in reſpec of its duration z if a man ſhould live a 


ms thouſand years, yet that muſt have an end, and the 


© yery pre-apprehenſion of an end is enough to daſh, 
and blaſt, and wither any happineſs, even while it is 
enjoyed ; but that happineſs that ſucceeds after death 
w#aneverlaſting happineſs. 2. Nothing in reſpe& of 


its degree; there is no fincere, compleat, perfedt hap- 
| pineſs 


128. The Vittory 'sf Faith 
in this World : It is mirigled with evils, 
with viciſſitudes of ſorrow arid trouble z but 
happineſs of the netr life isperfe, ſincere, arid y 
mixed with any' thing that may allay it : And upa 
theſe accounts, Faith, (which is the ſubſtance of thing 
hoped for, and tlie evidence of things not ſeen, an 
therefore by « kind of anticipation gives a prefencety 
the Soul of thoſe future joys;)renders the beſt hapy 
neſs this World below can yield, but Irnguid and 
joor, like the light of a Candle in the preſence of t 
un. On the other ſide, the miſery that after death 
attends the miſ-ſpent preſent life, over-ballanceth d 
the good that this life can yield, both in its degree anl 
duration ; and therefore with the pre-apprehenſion 
it, it ſowrs and allays all the good that is in the gres 
teſt happineſs of this life. 4. Faith doth affure every 
believing Soul, that as fure as he now liveth, ander. 
joyeth that worldly felicity it hath, ſo ſurely, if he, in 
belief and obedience to the Will of God, revealed infl - 
and m_—_ Chrift,ſhall uſe his Stewardſhip thercof {6 
berly, faithfully, and obediently, he ſhall enjoy tha *f 
everlaſting happineſs that thus out-weigheth the bet. 
temporal felicity : And on the other ſide, if he ſhall uk % 
his proſperous condition vainly, proudly, infolently; 
unfaithfully, intemperately, this ſhort felicity, that 
hath here, hall be attended with an endſefs and excef- 
ſive miſery unto all eternity. And aow thus upon thefe 
accounts and methods, Faith overcometh this Work 
of external proſperity. The corruption in the heart, ij ; 
and the temptations of the evil one, and of evil men, 
would preſently improve this condition! to make the 
man proud, inſolent, intemperate, luxurious; fecre, 
truſtirig in uncertain riches, forgetful of God andof 
Religion : But by the means before mentioned, Faith } 19 
conquers the World herein,diſappoints the corruption || +» 
of the heart, the fubtilty of the Devil, the —_— 
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ll of evil men, and brings the man into a low ks of 


"gl of his —_—_ and ſtudious and*induſtrious 'F the at- 


Js 


his own external. happineſs ;--keeps him in.a-high.atd 
juſt yaluation of Heaven; keeps him'temperate, ſobery 
watchful, humble, faithfhl,” Juſt 3 makes him mincfol 


ſecuring of'an eyerlaſting tafe If h 
at when deth ſlkil render allthis w 
henout, and applauſe, and ſucceſſes, and gory, 
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_ ref ch the Proud, aud giveth grace 
le. 


Ride nd Humility are two — habits 
diſpoſitions of the mind : and therefore the 


diſcuſſion and axamination of the latter, wil 

- of it ſelf give us a diſcovery of the formet 

and the diſcovery of the benefits and adyat 

tage of the virtue of Humility , will give us alſo u 

account of the miſchiefs and inconveniences of Pride, 
that is its oppoſite vice. 

In the examination of the true nature of Humilig 

* we muſttake notice that there are twoextremes, and bs 

tween thelc the virtue of Humility is placed. 4 
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Of Hwwiliry; t2t 

The two Extrearns are in the exceſs, which is Pride, 
ind in the defeR, Baſeneſs of mind. 

Puddle ariferh from an oyer-yaluation of a mans ſelf, 
br a want of a due ſenſe of his dependency upon Al- 
+ fm And; though afl Pride be an extream 
iſh diſtemper of the mind, yet ſome kind of Pride 

"| #$fir more unreaſonable and yain than other; namely, 
"N that kind of Pride, that arifeth from ſuch , that 
ire lefs yaluable in themſelves, or lefs his own that 
grows proud of them. | 
' It is a fooliſh thing for a mat) ts be-proud of the Ex- 
dewments of his Hind : as Wie, Memory, Judgment, 
Prudetice; Policy, Learning, nay of a mans Good- 
'Fi| hefs, Virtue, Juſtice, Temperance, _—_— fot 
though rhefe be moſt a mans own, yet he hath them 
by the bownry and goodneſs of that God, to whom he 
bwes his being; What haft thou which thas haſ# not 
received ? Theſe ate matters indeed to tir vp the grati- 
tude to the Giver of them, bur not ſufficient grounds 
to make thee prond. Again, though the things them- 
ſelves be excellent; and more thine own than any other 
outward thing, yet thou art but a remporary owner of 
them ; a violent Feaver, or afit of a Palfie, or A 
flety, may rob thee of all theſe endowments;and thou 
Pn dverlive thy Wit, thy Parts, thy Learn-. 
; and if thou eſcapeſt theſe Concuffions, yet if 
thou live to old ape ( a thing that naturally all men 
tefire ) that will abate , if not wholly antiquate, 
thy Wit; Learning, Parts; andit is a fooliſh thing for 
x man to be proud'of that which he is not fure to keep 
whilche lives, afid wuft loſe at laſt in a great meaſure 
When he dies, even by reaſon of that very Pride which 


_ then here. Agzin 5 that very Pride, 
ich accompanies thoſe excellent parts and habits, is 
Ke very thing that either ſpot or very much debgſeth 
and dilpar#geth'them bo anc: hows © 
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132 Of Humility, 
Man; it is like the dead-Flie”in the confeRion, the 
Wormat the bottom of the Gourd, that faints and 
withers theſe excellencies,, and renders them-ggther 
contemptible or at leaſt much leſs valuable. The more 
a Man values himſelf for thoſe things, the leſs he is 
yalued by others ; and it is a thouſand to one that this 
fooliſh yain humour of Pride mingles ſome. odd, fanci. 
ful, ridiculous, or unſavoury ingredient in the aCtions 
or Ceportments of ſuch Men, though of eminent parts 
and abilities; ſo that they receive more reproach or 
ceulure by their Pride, than they receive applaule by 
their Parts: For as God reſiſts the Proud, ſo doth man. 
kind iſo, and their very pride gives their adverſaries 
a..vantage. | 

And asPride of Parts, and Habits of the Mind, isa 
fooliſh thing. ſo Pride of Bodily Endowments is yet Þ is 
more fooliſh and vain ; becauſe it is raiſed upon a thing Þ tþ 
of a baler allay than the former z ſuch as are Beauty, th 
Stature, Strength, Agility ; for though theſe are a Þ Þ, 
Mans own, yet they are things that are, not only ſub» Þ m 
je&to more caſualties than the former, but they are but A 
of an inferiour nature. . bo 

Again, -yet more vain and fooliſh is that*Pride that | hi 
is raitec upon ehings that are either purely. Adventition || x; 
or Forejn,, or. in the meer power of other Men, a po 
k-rþ+ Wealth ; of Hanour, of Applauſe, of Sue | 
ceſſes in Actions, of Titles, gay Cloaths , many At- 
teadants,* great Equipage, Precedency, and ſuch little & 24 
acceſſions: And yet it is admirable to obſerve the ws || ye 
nity of the generality of mankind, in this reſpeR; || for 
there is ſcarce a Man to be found abroad in the world, | Mi 
who hath not ſome elation of Mind, upon. the. account } inf 
of theſe and the like petty, vain, inconſiderable advan» | coi 
tapes zinall Profeſſions, as well Ecclelialtical as Secular; Þ to1 
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in all ranks and degrees. of Men, from the Courtier to || fur 
the Pageand.Eoot-boy,; in all ages,as well old as young UW 
as" a be, 
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Of Humility, 173 
almoſt every perſon hath ſome Hobby-horſe or other, 
wherein he prides himfelf. . 

And this humour of Pride doth rarely contain it ſelf 
within the breſt of that perſon wherein it lodgeth, 
( though it went ne farther it is fooliſh enough ) but 
ſpreds it felf into numerous Branches ; ſuch as are 
Contempr and Scorn of others; Contention and Ani- 
molity againſt thoſe, that in any degree croſs them; 
Ambition, Envy againſt any that are above them; 
Vain Glory and Oftentation, hunting after Applauſe; 
defire and delight inFlattery and Adulation of them ; 
Impatience of controul , or contradifion , or diſap- 
pointment of what they effe&t; Detraion from the 
worth or value of others. 

And, beſides the diſturbance that it makes abroad,it 
is an intolerable Diſeaſe in the Soul that is p (ſeſſed 
therewith, renders his life miſerable, and purs him in 
the power of every Man to be his tormentor : If a- 
Poor Man, a Mordecai, deny but his cap or his bnee, it 
makes Haman ſtark fick and half mad, E/th. 5. 13. 
All his Honour, and Glory, and Favour, went tor no- 
thing, ſo long as Mordeca: fate in the Gate, and did 
him no reverence, Any ſmall negle& or affront, any 
crols in expeRation, any little inconfider2b!e dilap- 
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The other extream is , Baſeneſs and Sordidneſs of 
Mind, which though it carries the ſhadow of Humility, 
yet it is indecd quite another thing, And though 

etimes, as in Pride ,, ſo in this of baleneſs of 
Mind, the complexion and temperament may have an 
fluence, yet it is moſt commonly upon another ac- 
count ; namely, when a Man is forlornly given orer 
tothe love of Wealth or Honour , or of bodily plea- 
fures or lufts, this doth make him. proſtitute himſelf to 
ay baſe ſordid means, or compliances, to compaſs and 
bc. K 3 attain 
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pointment in what he ſets his mind upon, diſorders him- 
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134 Of Humility, 
attain thoſe ends; There is 8 ſo baſe,or unwas. 
thy, that ſuch a man will not undertake, or do, tg 
the attainment of what he thus deſigns; ſuch as are 
baſc flattery of Men in power, ugly compliance with 
their humors, though moſt nauſeous and unſavoury þ 
creeping and cringing , even almoſt to adoration of 
them; making pitiful adgreſics to their meaneſt de 


pendents, eyen) as low as Pages and Foot-boys, pers 


forming the moſt unwarrantable offices far them ; and 
many times an external diſguiſe, a ſhape of lowlinch 
and humility in geſture, ſhape , <abity, and deport- 
ment, till they can attain their ends; like the Mo 

that was _ looking upon the earth, in a ſhape 

humility, till he was choſen Abbot, and then changed 
his figure, and being queſtioned for his ſudden change 
by one of his Covept, anſwered , in his former po« 
ſture he was only looking for the Keys of the Abby, 
but now he had found them, he needed not the former 


poſture. 
' And this baſeneſs of mind is many times alſo the. 


efte& of the fear of men, which many times works 
ſomuch opon the mind , that it carries men to baſe 
and unworthy compliances. 
 Butrrae Humility is a virtue and temper of mind of 
- © anothernature, and ariſing from better Principles. It 
*is a lowly frame and habit of Spirit ariſing from the due 
fenſe of the Glorious Excellency of the Almighty 
God, and our own frailty and infirmities, and -of our 
infinite dependence upon his Bounty, Goodneſs, Mer- 
cy, whereby we are under a conſtant, firm, and ſound 
convition, that all that is in us, or that is enjoyed, 
or can be expected by us, is from the free undeſer- 
ved liberality of that Glorions God. 
 $o thatalthough, poſſibly the helps of complexion, 
and conſtitution, and education,may be contributory to 
the more caſig acqueſt and exerciſe of this yirtue z yet 
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Of Humelity. -.- 
jitis in it ſelf the cffet of a mind truly , and' found 
principled. 2. Tim. 1.7. The ſpirit of  ſonaid mind. 
Ard this mye? mind isnot barely in the external 
habit or erfcited deportment ; many times a Cy- 
ngical, intollerable Pride is clothed with the' Mantle of 
Humility :- but principally it is rooted in thevery mind 
a(clf, and for the moſt part evidenceth its being there by 
theſe enſuing particulars : | 

1. A moſt awful and ſincere Reverence of the Great 
and Gloriows Ged;, a habitual proftration of our Souks 
always before him, as the great and glorious Soveraign 
of Heaven and Earth, in whoſe preſence we-always 
are, and to whom we owe an infinite ſubjeftion and de- 
pendence. | | 

2. A moſt high and conſtant Gratitude and Thank- 
fulneſs of Heart and Soul tohim, for all the good we 
have in us, or that is or can be enjoyed by us; recog- 
nizing bim, as the giver of our Being, of our Facu 
ties, our Abilities, and ftrength of Mind and Body, 
our Wealth, our Honour, our Comforts,” our Hopes 
and ExpeQations 3 that he is not only the giver of 
them, but the Sovereign Lord of them and may reſume 
them when he pleaſeth, 

3- And conſequently opon this, that we owe to that 

t and Sovereign Lord a due Employment of all, that 
fe hath thus given us, to bis Glory '\and Service , and 
that we muſt therefore be accountable for them, to him 
who is our yu Lord, Proprietor and Maſter. 

-4- A conſtant Yigilancy and Attention of wind upon 
all our thoughts, words and ations z but eſpecially, 
leſt we forget that habitude of Mind that we thus owe 
tw Almighty God, and left pride, arrogancy, vanity, 
ar vain-glory ſteal in upon us; checking and plucking 
up the firſt cbullitions and rifings , the firſt byds an 
motions thereof, , 
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336 Of Fdundility: 

\ 4x 0Whhjs is but the: conſequence of the: former, 
bY 67-Qppripon.concernmg our ſelves, andall weido, ani 
ſ2y 3, Ppt, chigking of 0ur ſelves above what. we ought 
to thigh ;j avg, (ince. ſelÞ love-{o naturally adheres it 
ys, !t9.be very jealoug of dur ſelves; eſpecially in thoſe 
actions thatare, good, er thatmeet with ſome applauſe 
an the: Wark ;, leſt. we either value them too high) a 
byeryalue our ſfelveg by reaſon of them; orlcaſt wear 
Jhort in giving to Alwighty God that Honour: that is 
ducts him, and to him only, for them. 

6-4 diligent, and impartial, and frequent Conſide 
yatzon., id £xaminatiot, and: Animadverſion &, and 
1p#n our defefts and failings.;, for theſe, and thele only 
are truly and property our own, There area fort of 
artificial Pictures, that if a man look upon them one 
way, they repreſent {ome beautiful comely perſon ;, but 
af we look upon them another way , they repreſent 
ſomedeformed or mis-ſhapen Monfier, Our own pate 
tiality roour ſelves prompts'us to look ,upon the pi 
Qure of our lives and actions, in that poſition or p6 
ure that rendersnothing but: beautiſal and virtuous; 
and we have {cldom the Fatience to-look upon it, 1n 
that poſition that may render our Deformities/ and Vi 
ces; and.tbereypon we give our {elves the denominati. 
on accozdingly of Good and Virtuops, and either do 
not obſerve, or do not confider our own failings and 
gefects, If we did as well conſider our fins which we 
commit,-as the duties which we perform: and if.in 
the conſideration of our duties, we did but conſider 
how mupb more of cities we omit than we perform, 
and in the dptics we perform, if we did conſider how 
much deadzels, formality, hypocriſie, vain-glory, ſelf 
Tecking, and-other unhandſ{ome ingredients were ming! 
Jed with:them ; and ſhould lay our fins, opr omiſſiong 
our defets in one ſcale, and that which were really and 
truly duty, and good, and worthy in another "w_ 
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Of Familit y. , T 37 


thetefdofimankind would: foon find that/which was 
zrdly good; inthe whole'courſe of his life;| were a pi- 
ziful;: ſlender ſcantler,. and would be finitely out- 


weighed dy his fins, ewiſfons, and defeas ; and the 
wn $6 and proſpe& ot this , 'would quickly 
give"him a Lefture of Humilityy the good we do, 
would indeed make us thankful, but the good we 0- 
-mit, the;evil- we commit; and the deficiences of aur 
duties, wonld make us humble. M124" @ 

7. Charitable Opinions of the perfons of others, as 
far as polibly may be. - It is truc, that neither Religi- 
on, \nop-Charity commands, 'or allows, any Man to 
fay or think that that which'is in it ſelf a'fm, is not 
ſo; as that Drunkenneſs or Whoredom, or-Pride ,- or 
Vain-glory, -are- not fins 3. the Law of God, and the 
Law of Nature teils us they are fins: But an humble 
Man, ſenſible of his own fins and failings, will not 
preſently be over-cenſorious of perſons, or pronounce 
them-reprobates, or Men wholly deſtitute of the hope 
of Salvation z but will pity their failings and backſli- 
dings 3 but yet not exterminate them from Heaven : 
And herein there muſt be duly conſidered the difference 
between 4: private perſon and a publick, perſon, whether 
Miniſter or Magiſtrate ; the former, namely, a private, 
perſons humility muſt teach him compaſſion , charita- 
bleneſs; gentleneſs ; but the latter, being intruſted in a 
publick miniſtration or office, doth alre@w vices agere, 
his perſonal humility, as a private perſon, muſt teach 
him to be charitable, bus yet not to be remiſs or un- 
faithful in the exerciſe of his office. 

- The farther conſideration of the principles and com- 

panions of humility will appear in the conſideration 

of the Fruits, and Advantages, and Benefits of true Ft 

mility. | 

And theſe I ſhall reduce to theſe rhree Relations x 

1.'In relation to Almighty God; 2. ln relation - 
. ; tae 


r36 Of Hamill. 
the humbleperſon khimſalf;; 2. In relation t6 othey 
It is tryethat all Virtues, if they be true and rea), hay 
a connexion one with another ; they arc never (i 
for the ſame principle that tzeth one,. 
the reſt, and habituates, and influenceth the Soul inal 
its motions; but eſpecially this Virtue of ui 
when it is genuine and true, .is eyer accompanied wi 
all thoſe excellent Habits and. Graces, that petfet the 
Soul; as the Fear and Lave of God; Obedience. ts 
him; Dependance on him ; Beneficence and Charity to 
mankind, andthe like.. But yet in the purſuit of the 
fruits and advantages of Humility , 1 ſhall apply my 
ſelf to ſuchas do moſt naturally , and with a kind ef 
{ſpecial Reaſon and Appropriation, m—_ to, | or flow 
from this virtue as ſuch, and as do eſpecially belong th 
its nature in a kind of abſtra& conſideration. | 
I. Therefore, in relation to ys God, the hun 
ble-Man hath in a fpecial manner thete two great a& 
a 1, He receives Grace, or Favour, - or He 
nour from God. 2. He receives DireQtion, Guidance, 
and. Counſel from God. Both which are fingularh 
promiſed , and, by a kind of ſuitableneſs -and cone 
grvity, conferred by Almighty God upon an humble 


Firſt, Faverr, Honour, and Grace fram God isn ſpe, 
cial portion of the Humble Man. The Wife Man tell 
us here, He gages Grace to the Humble. And althor 
Grace isa. comprehenſive word, and includes in it ſelf, 
not enly Fayour and Accepragee with God 3 bur alſs 
thoſe other acceſſions of the gifts of his Bounty and 
Goodneſs, which come from this Great Giver of & 
very perfe& gift , as Wiſdom, Peace, Righteouſneſs 
Purity of Heart, and the like, which are all alſo the 
portion of a truly humble Man; yet I think the for- 
mer. is that which is ſpecially intended here ; namely; 
Favour, Honour, and Acceptance with God, ſo oftca 
expreſſed 
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in the Old and New Teſtament , by the 
of finding Grace in the ſight of God. Gen. 


19.18. Behold now I bave found Grace in thy fight. 
unto 


Lake 14. 9, 10, 11. He thet bad thee, ſhall 
thee, Friend, come thou up huther , then thou fhralt have 


«mfp marred merry rar that fit at meat 
thee ; for he that exalterh bimſeſf ſhalt be abaſed, 
ad be that abaſeth' bimſelf ſhall be exalted. So that 


_— is principally. intended Faveur, Ac e, 


ur, and Eſteem, with the Great and Glorious 
God of Heavenand Earth. And certainly were there 
noother reward of Humility, than Acceptance and Fa- 
your with the great Sovereign of the World, it were 
reward cnough. We ſec daily what pains, and charge, 
aadexpence, and ſervitude Men undergo, toattain the 
fawour of a Prince or Great Man, though he be but a 
poor mortal Worm; and how Men pleaſe themſelves, 
when they have attained ſome little unprofitable reſpeR 
from a great Man. But what is that in compariſon of 
gin Grace and Favour with the King of Kings, 
the Lord of Heaven ? Eſpecially, when we conſicer 
that the Favour or Acceptance of the Glorious God is 
pot a bare unprofitable Efteem or Grace, ſuch as many 
times the great -Favourites of Princes obtain from 
them: But the Favour and Acceptance of. God is al- 

$ accompanied with Bounty and Beneficence; As 
hets the Sovereign Ocean of all good, ſo we may be 
fare, he will be communicative and liberal of it, to 
ſuch as he favours. He, whoſe benignity is hourly ex- 
tended to the meaneſt of his Creatures, nay to the very 
worſt of men , cannot be parcimonious or ſtrait-han- 
ded to thoſe whom he accepts, and eftcems, and ho- 
nours. So that the humble man finds Grace in the 
kght of the Glorious God , and, as an effect of that. 
grace, the bountiful communication of all neceffary 
good from the Munificenee, Bounty and ac: of 
im, 


oo 
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-kim, that thus favours him : and this is reward end 
for the moſt profound Humility. b 
. The Reaſonwby Almighty God accepts thus an Hy 
ble perſon, isthe very fagge that makes him reſiſt the 
Proud, which is this ; The Great God made all thing 
in. the Warld for two Ends: wiz. 1. Th iy 

to. communicate his own diffuſive Goodneſs a 
Beneficence , and principally for the Glory of his om 


_ Greatneſs, Wiſdom, Power, and Majeſty; and 


though he receives no addition of Happineſs by the te 
turn of Glory from his Creatures, yet it is a thing k 
yalues, his Glory. he will not give to another; and 
is unbecoming the Excellency of His Majeſty- to bedi 
appointed'in bis End. Glory is out of its place, wha 
it is not return'd to the God of Glory, or in order'ty 
him. It is the natural, as well as the reaſonable, Ti 
bute of all his Creatures, and a kind of proper Re 
fleRion of the Bounty and Splendor of all his work 
unto the God that made them. Now the Proud ma 
ulurps that Glory which is due to his Maker, and 
tskes it to himſelf; intercepts that due and natural x 
turn and refletion due unto the Creator of all thingy 
takes that tribute that is due to God, and applies it to 
himſelf; puts Glory out of its place and natural courſ, 
which it ſhould hold towards the glorious God , as the 
Rivers do to the Sea : And tfiis uſurpation, as it-is4 
kind of Rebellion againſt God, fo it inverts and dif 
orders the true and juſt natural courſe of things; and 


. therefore as the proud man herein walks contrary to 


God, foGod walks contrary to him : They that b 
noxr me., 1 will honour, they that deſpiſe me , ſpall be 
Lightly efteemed: 1 Sam. 2. 30. And as this is a mokk 
reaſonable aft of Divine Juſtice, ſo there ſeem two 
things, that even uponan account of natural congruk 
ty muſt needs make the condition of a Proud man uns 
eaſic and unhappy, in rclation to Almighty a 
in 1, Every 
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well 5. Every thing is. beautiful, and yſeful, and convenient 
| inits proper place; but when it isgoput of its place, it 

Þ be troubleſome and diforderly,like a Bene out of 
"thif joyat, it,cauſeth diſcompoſure, When therefore the 
ing Proud man arrogates to himſelf Glory, and intercepts 
is freereturn to the God of Glory, to whom it be- 
Glory it out of itsplace, and diſorders and dif- 
& compoſeth the uſurper of it, ſo that he grows ſick of 
Enetimes to madneſs, but always to diſtemper and 
diſeompoſure.' 2. The Proud man is fo full of him- 
and of the Honour and Glory, which, he uſurps 
attrats to himſelf, that he is uncapable. of an ac- 

- ba of Grace or Fayour from God : | for 'he thinks 
he hathienough of his own, and this, obſtruas the ac. 
celſes. and irradiation of the Divine Fayour, Grace, 
ad Benedition. Jntus Exiſtens probibet aligenum. It 
Btheempty Soul, empty I mean of Pride, Self-con- 
reit, and Vain-glary thatis capable of ſatisfaQtion with 
the Divine goodnels. - 2i6te4 
But on the contrary, - The Humble Man hath Kheſe 
two.oppolite advantages. 1. He carries Glory. and 
r.to him, to whom it belongs, to its proper 

mnter and country z namely , to: the Ever-glorious 
God, and that Ocean of Goodnels and perfeftion thay 
mdes in him: Aod this gives the Man cafe, and quiet. 
hefs, and compoſure of Mind ; forhe doth not intery 
cept the Tribote that is due to his Maker, but pays it 
ver tothe right owner. 1fhe doth any good, noblez 
orbecoming a&tion, he checks the firſt motion of Pride 
and Oftentation in, himſelf, and receives not the ap, 
plauſe of others, butdireRs all the praiſe and glory of 
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to that God that;hath.Jdone it by him, -or in him, 
orfor him : Not untow,: hut ta thy Name give the Glory. 
Aud this gives him fiagular quietnef, lerenity,. and 

en) of Mind, becauſche is not. ſurcharged. with 
tae which belongs not to him, nor.,under 7 thoſe tors 
| Dh, ures 
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tures and doilings of Mind, which this Tribute Que w 
his Maker raiſeth, grhen uſurped by Man to whom # 
dejonge not. Again, 2: By this og rn Lowk 
neſs of Mind the Soul is etmpry, not of what it oy 
have, ' but of what it ſhould not have ; and by 
means becomes receptive #nd capable of Bleffing fra 
the God of Heaven, Who fileth the hnnegry with go 
things, but ſends the rich empty away, And this fee 
to hold congruity to the very nature of every Intell 
ual Apent, that ads with Underſtanding and Wi 
We find, | eyen in the regulated motions of our off 
| Nature , 'a ſecret averſneſs to gratific a prout! al 
havghty Man for he either fcorns or rejects a kindnch 
as beneath him ; or arrogates and owns it as. his of 
due, and not a bounty : But a perſon truly humbly 
fenſible of x benefit; thankful for it, gets within 
invites beneficence. And ſurely though the Blelſe( 
God be not at afl under the mpotency of hum 
Paſſions; yet he is a God of infinite Wiſdom , al -* 


plackth hiv beſt denefits, where they will be deft 2 
ceived and uſed.” 2. It ſeems to hold congruity WM i 
proportion with the very conrfe and nature of thingy 
natural - The Divine benignity is much more diffuſ # 
than the Light, the Air, the moſt communicable Belſ © 
ment in the World, and filleth every thing ny 76 
to/its meaſure-and- capacity of reception z is til 5” 
which comtnuticattth it ſelf to Vegetables in Life 
Vegetation, but-not-in Senfe, -becauſe tiot-receptiveny 1 
it; to Animals in" Life and Senſe, -but not in Reaſiilf 


or Underſta ; ; 
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Of: Humility. 143 
UTR. 4 a4 empty of Pride, -Self-attri- 
x Vain-glory;. one that is glad. of ſuch gueſts, 
Grace and Favour and acceptance of God z hath 
ICT heart, and fo becomes a fit Ta- 
for the CER Gans that revives the 
the Humble. if, 57. 1 
by the Beaignity and Favour of God, I 
mean. the heaping, of Temporal Honours or 
hupmn Men ; theſe are but ſmall inconfiderable 
; futh: as are common to proud, and many times 
;t the homble, - [But they have. « better ex- 
.dainely, Peace with God, inward "pg 
is Favour , | ſecret indications of bis Love , 
and inſtruftions by the fecret whiter and 
ions of his Spirit ,- quietnels and tranquillity 
ed ledges of inartaiey: and Happineſs, 
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withefrare things of a fur ar value than extet- 
Honour 3 and as far befort them, as 
aeaigetrarien But of this more in the 


The ſecood gra adrantage of the humble Soul 

k Thar hell be ſufe of. Diref#5on,| and Gmadaxce, 
Mor Wk the beſt. of poangy—n6- the glo- 
47h of Wiſdamo Afet.: 25 The meth will be 
dl the” mntck, wil he tench bis way. 

Howility are- but the fame thing under 


names... 
* And.thisguidance and divetion of Alnight God 
p{tro, kinds, incelation:tos double end; --1. Go. 


dance and direRtion in.relation to bis Ever 


laſting 
_ rWrajica, and Happineſs of. the Sbul ; onmyy, 
9371} at 
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what hes to0:believe\,! and know; :and do,7in orflett} 
that greateſt and moſt imputtano End. Andthereforg 
it is obſervable,” tharalthough 4he-Myſtery-of the Gu 
ſpel of ChrifbJelus, the aonmon InftrImencs bf: 

Salvation 'of Mankind; is'the moſt wiſc and) 


Deſign and Myſtery, and-of ch$ greateſt import 
_ that ever'the:World was acquaineed with; yet the molt 

Wife andrhb{t Glorious Gqyzi did veil and crets: that 
great and glorious Myſteryquite contrary'ws; the 'WiE 
dom and-Grandeur of ith World ;/ inſomuchy thatyy 
the moſt knowing people of the World,' and that werd 
fall of theivown 'Kiowlellgy the” Few? 7 it became 
Rumbling Block 3-and/ tothioGyerks, the.moſt Leayned 
and Wilg:Feople inthe Wydld;zand that were (full gf 
the [enſeiof their own Wikdamiand Learwingy :40 ws 
accounted Foblifhneſp,: 2:End,is.::ftryicbas, lpmiiſflcy 
the world knew n0# God , it 'pleaſed him by the focliflins 
of Preaching z, namely, of the things Preached, Chriſt 
Crucificd, waiſave they rinet hliove,  Anddecoreimgly, 
in the Peimitive-rimes 30 fugoeeded- accorginghy. the 
Wiſe Rabbies of the Fews and the Learned Philoſ@ 
phers ofiche Geiarery! forximbaoſd party VeridelbGe by 
jected-ir!1 Notmany While gov emay ] 
tained ip;oforche Wildbm .of (God: breibrots the WK 
dom and Mykery of the Geigel quite counter to-tW 
Wildon that wis 'in: vogue Mee AVortd! >Undae 
gow-ſeethe reaſon why it was fitly -and wilely-19. ds 
fgned, 'forit” was delghedod thinart indir 
confonndhari torrupt. Wilde of the! Wdrlly avhiich 
had -beforcorrupted.in;,ivie World by: Yon kine 
n6t Gog;"Batonthecanrtarys who Medkoand Fond 
and Lowly minds, and ſuch were ſoni@'leartied;'s 
Ce Ns EI OTEOY FRO 
receive. the Goſpet4 the: pooriu-ſpirity ,*meeks 
Har. 15i143-Ht tharreceiunact the: Kingdows of Gil 
4 #little {tne {lakl'in is :998fp entiromnts 41; hy "- 
3:*W 
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ltted, hd: orders, and modeled: in Tuch adfefs 5/und 
ſuch a method, that it yas ſuitable to the reception! 
of fuch Souk'z/' and none | bur” {ich 'were' feceptive 


Gain, 2/ Humility diſpofeth th& Glorious God to 
;, and -the Humble mind't6'receive* Vireftion-and 
nce in” all the. walk and coneernof thislife! A 
heart otdinsrily diſdaimertrand undervaluerh alf 
other /Wiſdom but his own, and alt other councel but 
fuch as ſuits with his own Wiſdom :' Andtheref; the 
Glorious God moſt commonly -croffeth or tao 
him, or leaves him to the headinefs and milery of 
own councels, and to eat the bitter fruit of his' own 
nſ{hneſs and folly. For, whatever the blind' men of 
the World think, the a&ions of men and their ſucceſſes 
ae under the Regiment of the Divine Will and Pro- 
tidence; and'itis no wonder if he, that inviſibly go- 
verns the Events- of the World; take the wiſe intheir 
own craftineſs, and mingles giddineſs and dffappoint? 
wment-ih their councels, and breaks the thread'gf at their 
contrivances; for he hath-a thouſand ways, with.cale 
and facility to do it. We nfay every day fce-what 
{nall intervention-quite ſhatters; and diſorders, and 
dverturns the moſt politick, | ſabtil, ſeeret, and well 
laid deſigns in the World :-fo that in one moment a 
pitiful ſmall unexpeRted occurrence wholly breaks in 
pieces a deſign of men laid together with long delibe- 
ratien-and forecaſt ; with huge proſpeR and precaution 
of difficulties ; with great releryes and preparations 
inſt afl imaginable obſtacles ; with all the advanra- 
=o ſecrefie, powet, combipation of papties, , con- 
tion and' contignation of tubſidiary aids $ and yet 
one poor unthought of accident cracks in ſundger; and 
breaks alt toſhivers the whole elaborate Machina. io 
tat'in's moment the ſhivers thereof lie all broken'and 
Gjoytited'Bke a porſherd daſht againſt 2 Wall; or the 
L 


whole 


146 Of Humility. 
whole contriyance diſappears like the fabulous enchaxi 
tcd Caſtles. | 


- Huron the other fide, an"humble man Jeans notty 
his own underftanding ; he is ſenſible of the deficiency 
of his own power and wiſdom, and trufts not init; 
he is alſo ſenſible of the all-ſufficient Power, Wiſdoa 
and Goodneſs of Almighty God, and commits him 
{elf to BON Counſe | Guidance , gr ten * and 
Strength, It 1s natural for any man or thing, thath 
{ſenſible of his own 7 "> hey to ſcek our after that 
which may be a and ſtrength to him ;, anda 
Almighty God is cfſentially Good and Perſedt,ſo hei 
( it .1 may uſe the partes fo ) moſt naturally Com- 
municative of it, to any that ſeek unto him for iti 
humility and fincerity : The Air doth 

v. Antonin. net more naturally yield to ovr attre 

b. 8 ſe. 45 ow in — or to mſinuate it 
kuellefrix uy. 1lf into thoſe ſpaces that are reccptine 
: circumfuſs of it, than the Divine Aſſiſtance, Gui 

yr is omei qui dance, and Beneficence doth to the De, 
Trabere poreff ſe fires and Exigences and Wants . of a 
gens > $%%% humble Soul, ſenſible of its own empti 
ar, omni ſpj- Els and deficiency, ,and imploring the 
rure polenti, DireQion, Guidance and Bleſſing of the 
moſt Wiſe and Bountiful God, 1 an 

call or Experience to witneſs, that even in the ex. 
rernal a&tions, occurrences, and incidences of ay 
whole life, I was never diſappointed of the beſt Gus 
- dance and DireRion, when in Humility and ſenſe of 
my own dificiency, and diffidence of my own ability 
todire& my ſelf, or to grapple with the iffieultics of 
my Life, I have with Humility and fincerity implored 
the {ceret DireQion and Guidance of the Divine Wil 
dom and Providence : And I dare therein appeal tothe 
 vigilent and tri obſervation of ariy mans Experience, 
whether he hath not found the ſame nr” 
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| Of Humility. £47 
teation to. himſelf, and his own aQions andfuccefles, 
and whether thoſe councels and purpoſes which have 
/been taken upafter an humble invocation of the Divine 
'Dire&tion have nor been always moſt ſuccefsfol in the 
++ 1. And thus as Humility js of admitable uſe,in re. 
htion to the Glorions God and the Efluxes of his Blet. 
fing and DireQion; ſo it isof ſingular advantage, in 
relation to the Humble manhbimſelf, as may appear in 
thefe enſuing Conſiderations. , | 
1. Humility keeps the Soul in great Evenneſs and 
Tranquility: The truth is, that the ſtorms and tempeſts 
and diford ers of the Soul do not ſomuch, (ifatall ) 
ariſe from the things without us, as from the paſſions 
and diſtempers of the Soul it ſelf, eſpecially that of 
Pride and Haughtineſs, which as the Wiſe man'ſays, 
Prov. 13. 10. is the mother of Contention, and that 
within the very Soul it ſelf; as withour it is thac 
which blows up the paſſions of Anger,- and Revenge, 
and Envy,. and Hatred, and Impatience, and Ambi- 
tion, and Vain-glory ; and from, hence It is, that the 
Paſſions do rage, and fwell, and rolt one upon ano- 
ther like the Seatroabled with a form. What is it, 
'that upon any diſgrace, or diſrepute, or affront, put 
upon a Man, makes himvyex himſelf, even to death, 
that he (hath not leiſure ſcarce for one. quiet, or 
tompoſed thought ? What is it that makes him jealous 
of another Mans advancement ; that' makes him hate 
and envy. anothcr that hath attained greater dignity 
than himſelf; that makes his thoughts and endeavours 
teftleſs, till he get to be greater or richer than others; 
and; yet when he hathattained not reſting in it, bur 
Rill aſpiring higher ;, that fills hint with fears, and to! - 
turing cares; left he ſhould either miſs what he aims ar, 
or loſe what he hath attained ; tharfills-him with re- 
,enge againſt all that oppoſe him, or ſtand in his __ 
| 2 with 
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with impatience under 'any- croſs or -difappointment, 
many times almoſt to - the extremity of madneſs and 
treaty ; that makes him-unquiet and diſconeented with 
his preſent condition; 'andraiſeth a thouſand ſuch dC 
orders and diſcompolſures in the minds of men ? M 
thete are moſt plainly refolvable into' this corſed di. 
ſemper 'of Pride and Hauphtineſs of Mind as might 
moſt -evicently be made : out to any that will but trate 
back theſe diſorders unto their root and original , and 


certainly therefore, the ſtate of ſuch a Man's mind muft 
needs be marvellous diſorderly and unhappy. 

But humility cures this diſeaſe, rhis Feyer of the 
Mind; keeps the Paſſions cool, and calm, and quiet, 
-and:low, and keeps under hourly diſcipline , throws 
.*cold water upon them. Havel received'an affront, 4 
diſgrace. with great'Men, contempt from my equal or 
infcriour,' reproach and ſcandal, diſappointment in my 
expeRation of ſome external advantage ? Am Ilikew 
be turried out ef office, to be made poor or the like? 
1 have two conſiderations, that keep me ſtill in ant 
qual temper, and that filence all thoſe Paſſhons, which 
preſently in a proud Man would be all on fire, and inz 
hurly burly. 1. 7 know that theſe things come net with 
out the Divine Commiſſion, or at leaſt permiſſion 1, and ſhdl 
I not quietly ſubmit to the Will of my great Sovereifh 
Loxd, ro whim ] owe myſelf, and whoſe ' Will I pray da 
ly may be done? It was an admirable inftance of this 
Humility-in David, when, to add to his preſent fat 
condition, ' Shimes curſed himſo bitterly, and alth 
he had power and opportunity left him to reven 
yet 'he forbad it, for it may be the Lord hath bid 3 
mes to ciuitſe David, 2 Sam. 16. 10. (Again, 2. Wh 
wm 1, that 1 muſt not be ereſſed, or reproached, or comet. 
ed, 'or Hiſappeinted ? Alas, a poor weak ſinful Man, | 
cannot be made lower inthe eſteem of the World, thaw Tu 
in my own. If the World reproach me, ſpoilme yur 
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have \,"if".1 ans paoy or ſcarned; it is but what. 1 dAgſervey 
leſa; then:'Þ deſerve for my firs at the hand of God :. 
nga  perchance 1 ans. flandered, or falſly-aceuſed by 
, yet Thnopd ill of my ſelf 19 make me bear pa- 
tiently even 4 falſe accuſation ;, and they cannot make me 
we low and: wile, in the effeem of others, than] amin 
own. | And thus Humility,breaks and quenches the 
Kakons, and keeps the Mind ferent and yudifturbed 
under all external Occurrences, But to deſcend to par- 
ticulars more diftinly. ETTY 
: 2. Humility gives Contentation in any Condition oy 
Satan. And the reaſon is, becauſe an hymble Mind 
isnever above that Station or Condition of life that the 
Jivine -Providence orders, but:rather under or below 
it, of -at the- maſt holds pace with it. When the Mind 
runs beyond the condition of a man, it.is like a-ſpend- 
thrift, that lives beyond' his eſtate ; and therefore be- 
ones neceſſarily poor, and never enjoys what he hath 
becauſe it buſies it ſelf evermore in ananxious porſuit of 
what it//hath not: And. thatmind, that.jnrelation to 
the things of the World, runs beyond.its ation, can 
never be ;contented nor. quiet z and thongh keattain 
this year, what he anxiouſly purſued the laſt-year, yet 
ſtill his Mind:will be rupning farther il}; and-keep'be- 
lore hisfacqueſts, as the fore-wheel of the; Coach will- 
dill run before the hindexy Wheel : But an hamble mag 
weyer contented with what the Divine Providence and 
Honeſt Induſtry allots him, and enjoys it comfortably 
ad thankfully, and can fit down with anarroy For- 
tude, -with this contenting contemplation, That which I 
have 55 /pivew by the Bountiful Ged, of Laberality, xat of 
Debt ;, of 'Z had befs, it were more than 1 comid dejerve 3 
Ee: 1. con with: Jacob ſay, Out of the ſenile: of my. own 
amiertheineſe,, 1 ian leſs then the leaſt of allhis Mexcies, 
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. 156 Of Humility, 

- 3. Humility gives always Patience under all 1F 

of what kind ſoever it bez and this is always an 

and companion of true Humility upon: theſe enſuing | ® 

Conſiderations. 1. The greateſt cauſe of impatience ff 

not ſo,gnuch, from the prefſure and force of any exter; 

nal croſs or calamity, 'as'from the great diſtucbancey ! 

and reluRance of the mind of hjm that ſuffers ity 

and this it is that raiſeth up the waves and billo 

within : the croſs or calamity it may beis rongh 

beyond the power of him that ſuffers itzto extricate o& 

control; and on the other ſide, when it meets with} 

mind as 'turhultuous and contumacious as the cal 

or crols, it raiſeth a ſtorm, as when the wind and tide 

are coritrary, or like the ſtate of Paxt's voyage in the 

Hariatiok;Sea, where two Seas met, As 27. whidih ® 

ofcentimes endangers the Veſſel. He that violently apd anc 

jnpetuouſly contends againſt a calamity, is like ont F 

bound with'a ſtrong yoak or bond, his ſtrugling, like 

a wild Bull'in a Net, galls him more than the yoakit a 

f:If otherwiſe would do; and a proud and havghty 

firit, comhenly miſcalled courage, contributes men ha 

0 his 6wn uneaſineſs than his/ croſs doth; But an hum 

le, lowly mind,is naturally more able to bear his crok 

with more patience, becaule it is cyident that the ſc 

neſs, humility, and quietneſs;, and calmneſs of 

mind breaks the fires: of the calamity, . and readerif 

more eafie by ſubmiſſion to- it. 2. Again, every tr | : 

humble man looks upon the worſt condition that 

under, to be leſs than he deſerves. As long as a maſh} ® 

lives in the World, there is no condition ſo trout th 
» 
Jt 


, and painful, and unecaſie, but it may be 
an1'an humble man always thinks that that condithi 
or circumſtance of his life, which may be worſe, is net 
the worſt that he deſerves. It may wearer | þ 
yet I am well eſteemed, I deſerve both 

Filelteem ; it may be | =. Poors and under Geri 
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od, my body macerated with 
ales, 5, ra gy and 'where there is life there. is 
| efore deth the Is 


man is patient 

ore REAL Jo any kind, becauſe he 

Me eeich hin the ha fulrings of his own unworthineſs 

apd demerit, and upon 2 judicious acceunt looks upon 

meaneſt, loweſt, worſt condition, as better.than he 

nd of God. 3- The humble man is 

——_ al 29G becauſe he ago prs pp 

ubmirting tot t 

encinciy or of Heaven and Earth, whom he 
tobe the Sovereign Lord of all his Creatures ; 

the great diſpenſer or permitter and Reftor of all 

Events in_the World; to be the moſt Wile, Juft, 

nd Gracious God, . and therefore he doth. nat. only 

to his. Wil, as an at of Neceſſity which he 

controhor 25an at of Duty in obedience to his 

wi JE but 28, an at of Choice, of Prudence,. be- 

che Will of his Maker is wiſer than his own, and 

7 Fe _eo than his own; and therefore he makes 

ang his. Maker his own Choice, and upon the 

of true judgment concludes that whatſoever 

N28 poll Foprerial and Irreſiſtable, the- moſt Wiſe and 

| nay; the meſt Juſt and Merciful Will of God ap- 

for him, is not only fit for him to ſubmit onto, 

| alſa to choole; and as wa cheerfully and wet 
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of kind _ There” 's ; bt C 
Safe: f1- Troſperiy'ts rob wman'of 
fnafly itt the* world have? in my tine {1 ht boy 
the: vreateſt! preffares of trblſes it exfangi 
"and reproach frive Keept og 
and nw their In Rb oetcs 5G 
eHehin aA be Nene 
aR 3nd (yhſbjhe bf exfirogal _ Tn 
- Inflogence;, as:tht Traveller a ak in the 
Fable;' "made fhipwtack of their Goh ee F 


eq wp reat Oppreffors, "as 1D Altderlyand 1966 
Iivers, as prov and itifolerit,and er gs 
if they had never heatd bf a He 
an '& a Retleemet, 9. bf a a Toon 
HattAHty is a great guard 
hed theſe Neu a apart Ali ij 
#1 his Plent ofperity; fot' 
ther&witd of Rt My ojectty, the 'Heþoj 
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menial of — 153” 
ift ty tig *f6 take Him" 
ihr leh i es more on How he cin-_ 
And his Humility is not diminiſhed by his” 

> rather iricteaſed ; and his Keeps tm fober- 
derare inthe vſcof what he hath! for he fooks 

| jeby At he hath, as none ofhis owt).' bar-kis Maſters; 

toWFh6m he is actountable afd a$it makes him ſober 
oO in the uſe of what he Hath # fo it makts 
ftfious to ethplay it ro the honour 'ofhis Mafter, - 

* BadC Klirhiful. i that enpfoyment. Aſics | ash&'fooks* 
the things of this World as ted in his" 


bands For the account of his Lord; © He looks pert * 
thihri 4s datgerotis Tetiptations to deceive hit of his 


f indbtence arid rp og ard both theſe mike Witt - 
et note trialy Vig Hae 'over hithfetf Feftthe prefent 
: and Et, ah4 oppbrtunict6s* of Proericy 
is" 


thind' 6r his 2Virtie,'e 
: Fob worldly eidetit Lied” 


ſte We Fo Vere, impairs it,” ſ6oner than aty - 


 2Þride 46 4Kitd 6 (hadow;'or rather # Devil, 
& perl Haunrs 54d waits Ypon worldly great. 
d'profj Mengy ad therefore he kreps a Rrit * 
vet His heart; ahd Warches Hittowly the firkt - 
dot Y br 7, Worldty-tnihdedneſs,Self 
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it. hath any ſecret tinAure of Pride or V 
he find the lealt ring of them, he k ppreſe oa 86 


fes them. 
5- Humility. is an excellent Remed againſt the P; 
60 of Fear, .cyen of the worſt of w_ Death it 


and. much more againſt the fear of Reproaches, Lo 
and al} external Calamities . whatſaever ;, 2 
tience, underan incumbant evil, GA pnenraly, 9h 
a kind of neceſſary conſequenc arm a Man 
rx Fear of an. imminent or ent Evil; a | 
the very ſame Grounds and Reaſons, and therefor 
mor. 


nll ker 
keeps: the, Pa 
readineſs to ri 
apnent ane: 
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in this World, The aeetiy on 
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great, motive . of hi Gods, Will be done, i 
language of his Soul in oy ow 1 tathem. 1s. he; 
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Of Humility, 5% 
acd with the loſs. of his Eſtate, of hisFrjends and Re- 
btions, of - his Honour and pas Eon hath he the 
News of his Death, either from wi » by violences 
of perſccution, or from within by the forerunners of it, 
keknefs- or old age ?- yet he is by nomieans tormented 
with fear by theſe meſſengers. \OAIIS | 

1. The evenneſs of his own Mind furniſheth him 
with the opportunity and uſe of his Reaſon to check his 
fear as vain, fooliſh and unſerviceable paſſhon, that may 
torment him, and by preſent anticipation make his pre- 
ſent condition worſe. and more troubleſome, but not 
cure the danger. 

2. The fenſe of his ſubordination to the Divine 
powerand pleaſure, quicts his mind with this thought : 

Maker wants not power to reſcue me from the L 
if be pleaſe;, but if be be not pleaſed, it is my wi 
and. my duty to ſubmit-te bis good pleaſure 1, it is the Lard 
doth inflict or permit, bis Will be dove, 

3- Upon the approach. of ſuch dangers or evilshe 
retires into himſelf; What am [, that I ould thinkts 
be exempt from theſe imminent evils? What title have { to 
a the leaſtagood 1 emjay ? Is it not the meer bounty of my 
Maker ?. If the dangers I foreſee leave me any things if 
they leave: me life, they leave me wore than I deſerve 7 if. 
they 'be ſuch as menate. the leſs of that alſo, yet they can. 
un taks 'away my winocenee, my wiegrety, my peace with 
God and with roy felfy, and ut 1s an adngr | 
that the God of Heaven linch preſerved that to me, and ac- 
e*pt2 this little poor ſmall good that. he finds, or rather 
maker in we, ſo at to reward it with bis favonr and ac- 
cetarzon and peace with him. 
" Good God! when 1 look upon that which I call my Tune- 
pence, what 4 ſpotted piece i8 it, that I am even aſhamed to 
call it Inmcence ? 1 look upon my. Imtegrity , with 
what a'teal of ſecret riſie hangs about . it, that it 
dferves not the name of Integrity, and yet that lictle ſmall 


particle 
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icts ofrehF call Innocinea' and Integrity whithi 
rar isibisnigift to we that ts: rev vF- OWwNt ani 
reward it 4s mine, "with peace and favourable. acceptance; 
and as: lany.av bee! tu pleaſed thus to continue to me-what i 
deed 15 bois, cardl thous 16 accept? it 4s if it were my: ani, 
what reaſon have Þ to fear thrigſs' af all chinge he eva 
life! it felf 2: fonct»: fil I enjoy. much more thax 1 deſert, 
as which 114 manor Devil,” no: Calamity or Danger, m 
ne:Deatlhtit' ſelf can deprive meof * and thu: far of th 
atuartarxs eff Mumility in relation to. a mans ſelf. | - | |; 
0 f[Thoradrantage of Humility!in re/2:50n to other 
of two kinds; 1. The- advantage the huinble .my 
deth to others ;2.The advantage which the humble man 
recrives' !froin':dthors'. upon the account; of: his. by 
LSD TORT TED ETHEL OLE 524th wh 
+1 Agto:the former of. theſe; we may ealilyjud; 
what Good: an fimble Man- brings te mankind,by 
conſidering the Evil that* Fride or a Proud Man: bring 
£th. aherenato; If a mat duly conſiders molt of the 
miſchicſs-rhat happen to- mankind and follow them 
thiir Oziginal;he ſhall fin&char-che moſt of them- owe 
their Originalto this Root) Let a man bu#look abroad 
in the wortdz- he- ſhall- find. a fort of evil Spirits:gr Fi 
ries in -it;> thatfll it with-infinite difarders and miſery: 
For \inſtance, "Atheiſm, Hatred, Strife, . Contention, 
"Wars; Wifpureging powers; Herefies, Envy, Ambition, 
Sedition,- Opprefion , Perſecution, Detrattion, Slay 
dering, - Grueley; Contempr,,Uncharitableneſs, Genls 
wHiouſnefs,. and! 2' thouſand mbre\ſach. deviliſh\Furi 
tharfil:che Word with bleod; and confufton, and:di 
order. And now let us buttravethoſe or'any.of: that 
to-their Original we ſhaikfiad that for the moſt part 
Pride- is that Pandord's Box, outof which Jpring 
'and iſe; 'Let' us take'an dſtimbgc of ſome of. rhews 
"Athriſes; thatieuts in ſunderall the bondsof Religion, 
Goverament,\ atid fSacjery;:-Whence comerit ? but. 
I» | t 
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| Of Hamility. 159 
bs the: Pride 'of mens: hearts; 'that- carat icndaire-to have 
af -56rereipn Lord above them but that they way: he 
ws Wgependent ; or: the- Pride of: mens' Wits, thatout 
"*8 of feorn of any thing they think vw warn . 
wa nie themſelves, dare attaque the moſt Sovereign 
val the World, the Being 'or Providence of God. ::$0 
for Contention,Strife, Diſobeniexce to/Patenti;Rebellion 
«wink Goverrovrs,they alt ſpring moſt ordinzrily from 
the 'Yame root of Pride + "By Pride | cometh Comention, 
Prov: 13.10, Men'that cannot enduve to berontrolled, 
eicher by Laws or Govetnors, by ParentsorSuperiours, 
but'think theit own will ard Luſts muſtbe the uncon- 
wollable rule of all-their ations. So (againfor War, 
is rarely-any War between Princes-or-States, but 
either of both ſides, or at leaſt of one ſide, Pride 26d 
defire of Domination is the true 2oot and cave it, 
thopgh it de guilded over oftentines with otherPre. 
xeiees. Again, for the meft part, ithe Diſpares among 
s of Learning, or pretendirg te it, ariſe from 
the Luſt of Pride contending for a Sovereignty in Wit, 
eLearning, impatient of contradiQion, £ager andim- 
pcadle, conteſting for reputation, ' viory, and the 
maintaining of what they have once aſſerted, and 
ſberning the Teaft -retrattion. * So that many times , 
won petty, inconſider2ble, unuſeſyl, mevidemt trifles, 
weſt +are -as hotly engaged) as if Heaven were at'ſtake 
it: And from hence many tirkes come Hereſier, 
Men pretending to greatneſs of Wir and Learn- 
mg, but in truth of havghty and engovernable Spirits, 
ther upon the ſcore of vain-glory-and reputation, or 
pon ſome conceived affront or negle& -from the Or- 
thodox, ſet up for themſelyes, draw parties tothem 
md degin a Scheme of Religion of their own deviſing? 
From the ſame Root comes Envy, Ambition, Detrattion 
from others, : becauſe they think-allpreſerment-duero 
their own worth, and that «ny good that _— 
| others, 
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of mankind and all humane Societies. | 

And therefore certainly, whatever virtue, orte 
per, or habit ( or whatſoever elſe we ſhall call 
there is, that cures this mad, and unruly, and cxorti 
zant luſt of Pride amongſt Men, muſt needs be one 
the moſt beneyolent, and uſeful, and advantageoy 
things to Mankind and Humane Society ; And thisj 
+ excellent virtue of Humility and Lowlinefs.4 
Mi I \ . | | 

If this Virtue did obtain 4mong all Men, it wee 
not that thoſe bluſtering Srorms, that diſquie 
and diſorder Mankind, would be found in the Work; 
but inſtead thereof Peace and Love, mutual office 
Kindneſs and Charity, Sweetneſs of Converſation, 
every one giving preference to aaother, rather thy 
invading hun, kis; reputation or intereſt, beneficent 


toall. | ung 
- But it istrue, that there is little hope that all mas 
kind will arrive to ſuch a temper; and this ndeedy 
that which makes the only conſiderable ObjeQions 
gainſt it, which may be thus improved : | 
Tou commend Humility, as the great and ſovertign Ar 
_ againſt oo e TORS dſturber of _— 
certamly, what :t demonſtratively true, 
the World could be ora toit; but "7 never Wal, 
wor never can be expeited; as there are Wolves,and Lia, 
and Bears, and Foxes Brutes, as well as Sheep aud 
ether innocent Brmtes as there are Kites, V witurth, 
and —_— Birds, as well as Doves, andother i 
wecent Birds; ſo among Men there] (ever have been} «nl 
ew 
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Of Humility. 759 
Cf ror will be Men of Pride and Haughtineſs, of Anbe- 
al \tew ond] F/in- glory, of ſavage, and cruch, and demi 
tel dug Spirits; and therefore unleſs all conld be perſwaded to 
ich be Heck and Hlumble, 5t were 4s good and better that none 
\howld be ſuch upon theſe two accounts; Vis, Firſt, Ther 
nel as long <s the moſt of Mankind are guilty of this P afſion of 
Pride, nay, of it were but an equal, nh 4 leſs rumber 
propertion 1 theſe that are humble and meek, the World 
would fill be as turmnltnons as ever. Aviclent Wind com- 
ing out of one Coaſt, would make the Sea 45 troubleſome, 
"wif it Came ont of many. Again, Secondly, Thoſe that 
were week and Flumble windd be expoſed, as a common prey 
ts all the reſt, and their condition would be fo maxzh the 
worſe in the World, their Humili MeekneF. 
Their caſe sn the World would be like a fair G ameſter that 
lays fawrly, meeting with a Fool or a Cheating G ameſter, 
- were- ſure to the los. Therefore a Pride , 


-= of Mankind, it is better to 
al with them at their own Wea- 


mility makes bis caſe worſe. Venterem ferendo injuriam |, 
iavitas novam. Mhere the Conntrey 11 full of Wolves 
ad Tigers, it is bejter tobe 4 Walf or 4 Tiger as well 4s 
they, than be 4 Sheep, and expoſed to their violence. 

. I anſwer to this ObjeRion. - 

1. As 'to the former part, that Rog, 
thar it can never be expected that all the World ſhould 
be perſwaded to be humble, no more than it can be ex- 
op that all ſhould be perſwaded to be Virtuous, 

or Honeſt , but yet if there were ſome, though 

theleffer part, of Mankind truly Humble and Lowly, 
it wonld make very much to the abating of thoſe Evils 
thatariſe by the Pride and Haughtineſs of Men. > 
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cauſe themoreYumble Men thercare in the Wo 
neceſſarily follows there are tht fewer Proud 
onfequently fewer common: Difturbers of-the: x 
and welfare of Mankind andhy maneSociet _ 2. Wh 
the conteſt comes by the Proud\Man agai the 
Man; indeed there is-the ſame wrt. between ti 
as if therewete none humble 4 but when the ca 
Sy the Proud Man againſt the Huwble Man, the 
«quickly at an end. Itisa true\Proverb, it is hop 
conf blow makes the fray. The Humble Man gives 
to the Wrath and Infoleace of the Proud'Man ,” 
theredy ends-the quarrel; for T :al3 
Feeleſs 10.4: «th Wrath, faith the Wiſe man, 
| - I have very often. obſerved, that t 
etneſs of Spirit and Humility ofa Man attacked 
Man hath ſubdued- and conquered _— 
and Animoſi to a wonder, andmade him tame 
yp oppolition \would" have hr Þ- tin 
wv Prov. 25.15 and wmplacable. Soft words break th upo 
«oft ys Bones, and a ſword is ſooner brokefrhy x 
chap; 4 a blow upon a *Cuthion -or - PHlow thi 
yieldeth, than \upon a_Barof Iron tht fedr 
reſiſts. But if it ſhould fall out, that the'Proud\Man; ou! 
Violence is-not broken by the Gentleneſs and'FacillyY ye 
.of the HombleMan, where ow he ſuffers in his own p&-il, 
*ticular, yet tticre be-twoadvantages that-hereby hap : 
pen to- the Fublick { 3%. 1. That thecontention is fowl 
atan end; the Proud Man'hath got the day, and they, 
-Parties are quiet. 2. It gains a fecret'Compaſh 
from the beholders to the injured Humble'Man, 
general'Reſentment and Deteſtation of the injuf 
E luidered tothe Humble/Man, that receives-the injity &. 
«with ſo much Humility, and beats it with {6 mh * 
«tience ; and thereby Pride and Oppreſſion' become 
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«common- objes of the general deteſtation ; And the tend 
Senerality of Mankind thereupon look upon or 5 
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8 Beaſts of Prey, with hatred and abhorrencey|and-en- 

TY deavour means to ſecure themſelves againkt it... 3. A 

advantage. is this, That though oftentimes hum- 

and good Men. are expoſed- to the injuries of | the 

, Violent; and Infolent; yet they are a kind of 

ferment or'leyen j8.the places where they live, and, by 

| ſecret influence; of their Vertues, the commenda- 

hleheſs of their Converſation, and the fecret intereſt 

'SAl that Vertue hath in che Soul, not- only of good, but 
. gen of the worſt of Men, it doth work upon, Man- 
s VOY kind; affimilates them in ſome meaſure to ir (elf, and 
, pakes others good and humble, by a kind of ſecret 

w agnetiſm ,that that Vertue hath upon the Minds of 
, fen ; and the more ſuch are in number in the- World, 
TC more effeual and operative their Example and 
ed lpfluence will be upon thoſe with whom they- con- 
jerle, . ; * | > 

- thi +2. As tothe ſecond, namely, the Damage and De- 
ry riment that the Humble Man receives in the World, 
k the the very account of his Humility. I anſiver, 
enhyÞ &-f, that Detriment is abundantly recompenſtd with 
et the quiet and tranquility, and evenneſs, and compo- 
' thi ſednefs of his own tnind : As a Man poſſeſſeth his own 
as Gul by Patience, ſa he doth by Humility, namely, 
cillyF the compoſedneſfs, right temper, and due tate of his 
PUB an Mind, which no proud, or violent, or impatient 
Man doth or can. But ſecondly, It is rhoſt certain, 

that though ,an Humble Man, may upon the very ſcore 

his Humility and Meekneſs, receive a bryſh im the 

orld.; yet at the long run he gains advantage there- 
\even in this preſent life,” When I firſt read the 
ing of out Saviour, Aitth. 5. Bleſſed are the meek, 

ry. ſhall inherit the Earth.  T looked upon it asa ' 
aradox, if. applied to the comforts of this life; 

d therefore thought it muſt be meerly, and only in- 

tended of that new ieguen, ppc new Earth wherein 

| c dwaleth 
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dwelleth Righteouſneſs; 2 Per, 3.13. But upon detye 
nfigderation I found it, in a great meaſure, true ; 

of the former. For; 1. It is moſt certain,, that 

proud Manis truly loved by any but himſelf; but;h 
far-as relates to his Pride, every Man hates him. On 
roud Man perfetly hates another, and looks upmy 

Lim as his Enemy ;, and thoſe very A&tions of Pritk 

that his own felf-love makes him approve, - or at leaf, 

allow in himfelf, he ſcorns, derides, and abhorsi 
another. And though an Humble Man hath a commib 
love to every Man, though proud , or otherwiſe'yj 
tious, as being one of Mankind, yet in relation to hh 
Pride he loves him not, nor approves. That very Ca 
fideration therefore, that renders a Proud Man 
ted, or not loved, renders an Humble Man low 
or approved: yea, and by the very Proud Man hits 
ſelf; for he looks upon him as no obſtacle or imped 
ment to the attaining of his ends, as one that is inj6 
rious to none, benificent to all, gentle, and one thit 

Rtands not.in his way, giving all due reſpe&R, honow, 

and defference ſuitable to his place and dignity ; 

wiſheth all the World were ſuch as he, except him 

and therefore he reſpe&s and tenders him ; yea, all 
we ſhall by daily experience ſee in the World, Thatf 
one Proud Man injure or oppreſs an Humble Man, ith 

a thouſand to one another undertakes his Patronagg, 

Defence and Vindication, and very oftentimes 1 

means of his Proteftion and Deliverance. 2. Butfat 

ther, It is a certain and experienced Truth, That Ver 
tue and Goodneſs, eſpecially, that of Humility, hath 

a ſecret party and intereſt even in the worſt of Met; 

and Men ſecretly love or, at leaſt, approve it in ans 

ther, though they praQiſe it not themſelves; for Vi6 
tue, Goodneſs, and Humility, hath a ſecret congruil 
to the true and genuine frame of the Haman Natui 

though MensLuſts and Paff yy 0a gre eel 
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rl *4@{cure the conſonancy to it, they tan never extitiguiſh 
K;dgr the Mind and Conſcience will give a ferret ſuf- 
'BY Frige to it, wherever it finds it. 3. It i8a thing obfer- 
;bf 4able, that though the generality of Mankind abound 
with Pride, Intemperante, Injuſtice, and almoſt a 
my kinds of vicious Diſpoſitions; yea, though the beſt of 
S Men are not without the irruptions of tome of theſe 
Uſtempers ; and rhavgh it muſt needs be, that where 
there is the greateſt number, there is rhe greateſt exter- 
tal force; either to make ſuch Laws as they pleaſe, o 
tomake ſuch Governours as may be ſuitable to their di 
_ z yet it is fare, and a very prodigy to find atiy 
atiott torpake Laws in favour of Pride, Ambition, In- 
perance, Luxury ,Opprefhon, Violence; Injuftice, &c; 
Grto chuſe ſuch Magiſtrates or Governours ( where it 
kin their choice ) as are apparently inclinable to thoſe 
Vices; but in their choice of Laws they chuſe ſuch, as 
may rather fuppreſs thoſe Vices and maintain and in- 
edurage Sobriety, Humility, Mecknefs, Beneficence, 
Wings moſt convenient to Humane Society ; and if 
= choice of 'Governours, they ratfer commit the 
uſt of themſelves, and their Eftates and Properties, 
to thoſe hands that they find Sober, Temperate, Ham: 
Juft, than thoſe that are Looſe, Intemperate,Pfoud, 
Ambitious, High minded, Inſolent, &c._which isnov 
= [ndication, but even a Demonſtration, that af- 
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joogh mens Paſſions and luſts may tranſport them- 
into thole vices, yet their Judgments and Princi- 

filet are againſt them: And by this meafis it comes 
— ' to paſs, that though an humible or: a ver- 
} may meet with juſtles and 'rubs fromthe, 

vud and inſdlent; yet at the long run he weve 
advantage, becauſe he hath the greateſt proteaion. 
chutrenance, not ofly from the great Soveraign of 

aven add Earth, bot «ffs of Humane Laws and Go- 
fettrurs, which, text under God, is the greateſt pro- 
: M 2 refion 


EAETAZI INS 


_- 


264 .of Humility. 
teQion that can be imagined in this World, which very 
commonly makes good, even ad literaw , the ſaying of 
our Saviour, The meck, ſhall inberie the Earth; and the 
{aying of the Woſe man, Prov, 18, 12. Before honowr 
kunuliy ; and Proy.16. 19. Better 55 5t to be of an bum 
hlen ſpirit with the lowly, than to divide the ſpoil withtly 
#r.and. Ptov.'23., 4. By Humility and the Fear of 

nd, are Riches, and Hoyour, and Life. Theſe and the 
e lentences,asthey proceeded from the wiſeſt of mee 

flen.; ſo they were not ſpoken at a venture, but upan 
tound deliberation, judgment and experience, and fron 
the true Nature and Circumſtances of things, X 
And now the; true conſideration an: digeſtion of 
whit hath been ſaid, as it affords excellent and effed, 
al Afotives to the following of this Virtue of Hum 
hey, ſo they contain excellent Mears to attain it ; be 
cauſe they may.put Men upon due confideration, and 
delcending unto themſelves; the want of which is the 
only. or principal cauſe of Pride : For ſo much of Pride 
as ;any Man hath, ſo much of Folly, Inadyertence, and 
Inconſiderateneſs he hath z and true- Humility, on the 
other ſide, isa kind of neceſſary reſult of wile and d6 
liberate and attentive Conſideration. FX 

Yet ſome things I ſhall add as fears naturally and 
immediately conducing to the ingenerating and impr 
ving this Vertue.jn the mind of Men : Þ 

1. Conſider, That whatſoever good: thou haſt, whid 
may occaſion elation of mind, s but what thou 
received from the free bounty and goodneſs of thy Makgy 
What haſt then, which thou haſt zet received? | _ . 
. | 2. Conſider, That the good that then haſt ſo received, 
thou. haſt nt received as. an abſolute Proprietor, bu 

. a1 4 Steward to improve to the Lords uſe; 
the, mere thou baſt of any ſuch good, the greater i thy 
neg? Whether 5s be of Wit, of Wildam of Leak 
a Mi 


Honow ; of Power y . of | Wealth, If 
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Of Humility. 16g 
arta Receiver, a Treaſurer, a Bailiff, a Steward of a. 
nother Man, and perchance upon that account haſt a 
Feat Treaſure of Wealth or Money in thy hanes, thon 
| indeed great occafion of Care, and Vigilance, and 
RY, and Circumſpettion, to husband well and 
faithfully, and to keep thy accounts fajr and even; bur 
nocauſe to make thee proud. It is indeed thy burden, 
rather than benefit or advantage; ro whom much 19 gi- 
gen, of bim much ſhall be required. Be humble therefore, 
thou wilt perform thy truſt the better ; for thou art but 
an Accomptant, a Steward, the Depoſite& of what thou 
haſt received. p 
3. Conſider, What is 5s thou prideſt thy ſelf in, and 
txamine well the nature of the things themſelves, how little 
and inconſiderable they are, or, atleaſt, how uncertein andl 
table they are. Every Age, every Completion, I 
Condition and Cireumftance of life commonly affo 
to inconſiderate Souls, ſome lirtle temptation to Pride 
and Vanity z which yet, if Men did well weigh and 
conſider, they would appear to be bur little bubbles, 
that would quickly break and vaniſh. 07.7 
" Thou haſt fine gay Cloaths, and this makes Children 
ind young Men and Women proud, even to admirati. 
: But thou art not half ſo fine and gay as the Pea. 
cock, Oftridge, or Parrot ; nor is thy bravery fomuch 
thine own, as theirs is; but it is borrowed from the 
vilk-worm, the Golden Mines, the induſtry of the Im- 
iderer, Weaver, Taylor; and it is no part of thy 
elf, And haſt thou the patience to ſuffer thy ſelf to 
de abuſed into this childiſh pitiful fooliſh pride ? © 
Thou haſt it may be Wealth, ſtore of Money, but 
Tow much of it is of uſe to thee? That which thou 
*F ſpendeſt, is oor? that which thou keepeſt, is as in- 
*Y'gnificant as ſo much dirt or clay ; only thy care about 
"gt makes thy life the more uncaſie : Beſides, the: more 
" thou haſt, the more thou art the mark of 'other Mens 
| | M 3 rapine, 
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366 Of Heumality. 
Rapine, Envy, and Speil. It is a thouſand to one thy 
carcieſt not thy Wealth to thy Grave, or if thou doth 
thou canſt not carry it farther, hut leave it, irmay 
to a Fool or Prodigal. And why art-thou proud e 
that which is of no great uſe tothce while thou haſt ip 
and commonly the fafter thau thinkeſt to hold it,theſog 
ncr it is loſt, like him that gripes Calics Sand in his faſt... 
. Thou haſt Honoar, Efteem;. thou art deceived, thay 
haſt jt not, he hath itthat gives it thee, and which he 
may detain. from thee at pleaſure. 1 he reſpeR;, and hs 
nour, and eſteem thou haft, depends upon the pleaſug 
of him that gives it. Again, hoy brittle and feeble 
thing.is Honour, Eſigcw, and Reputation ? A falſe & 
huwny well and confidently broached,is able many timg 
give it an irrecoverable ſhock, The dilplcafure of the 
prone or a greater Man than thy felf, makes thy Su 
ſet in a Cloud; and a popular jealovufie, imputation,g 
miſrepreſengation, in a moment daſheth the Applauſg 
Glory, Honour, and Eſtcem,that a Man hath been built 
1g up twenty or thirty years. And how vain a thingi 
It, to be proud of the breath, either ef a Prince or Ped 
ple; which is theirs to recall every moment ? But fup 
pole it were as fixed and ſtable a reputation and honow, 
as a Rock of Marble.or Adamant, and that it were the 
beſt kind of honour imaginable, namely, the reſult 
thy Vertue and Merit ; yer ſtill it ig but a ſhadow, a 
fleion of that Yertue or Worth, which if thou an 
proud of, thou embaleſt and degradeft intg vanity 
oſtentation ; and canſt thou think it reaſonable to bt 
proud of the ſhadow, where thou: oughteſt not tot 
roud of that worth that cauſeth it ? 
'. Again, Thou beſt Power, art in great Place and 
ity; butthou art miſtaken -in'this, the Power t 
| (gar inherent in boy ſelf: One of the meaneſt 
zhole, whom it may be thou oppreſſeſt, is inherently 
poyerful as thee,and could it yay be over-match thei 
| ; Strength, 
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Wit, 'or. Policy ; but the, Power thou haſt is 

ler the Diſpenſation ofthe Divine Providence) 

m thoſe Men, that cither by their Promiſes, Faith,or 

7; Aſſiſtance have inveſted thee with this Pow- 

a. This Poweris nothing inhercnt.in Thee ; but it de- 
s upon the Fidelity or Aſſiſtance of others, which 

if they either by Perfidiouſneſs to Thee, or Reſiſtance 
gainſt thee, or withdrawing their Aſſiſtance to Thee, 
Wy call again home to themſelves, thou art like Samp- 
fas having loſt his Locks, Fudg. 16, 17.' Thy ſtrength 
wil go from. thee, and thou wilt become weak, and be like 
man. . And how have the Hiſtorics of all Ages, 
and our own experience, ſhewn us by very frequent cx- 
les, Men unexpeRedly, and upon many Moments 
Occurrencies ſcemingly moſt ſmall and inconſidera- 
been tumbled in a moment from the moſt eminent 
and high degree of Power, into. a moſt deſpiſed and 
deſpicable condition ? Power hath very oftentimes, like 
Jonas his Gourd, been externally fair and flougiſhing, 
when at the ſame time there lies a Worm at the Root 
of it unſeen 3 but in a moment gnaws aſunder the Roots 
and Fibres of it, and it withers z and for the moſt part, 
the more extenſive and immenſe Human Power grows, 
the ſooner it falls to pieces, not only by the Divine Pro- 
vidence checking and dejeting it, . but by a kind of 
natural reſult from its own. exorbitance and excels. 


if {or the greater it is, the more difficult it is to manage; 
i it grows top heavy, and the Baſu grows too narraw and 


weak for its own burden. Beſides it is the common 


mark of Enyy and Diſcontent, which watcheth ſedu- 


louſly all occaſions to pnhorſe it, and oftentimes pre- 
yails, When power proves too grievous and over 
burdenſom, it loſeth the end for which it is conferred, 
and makes people deſperate and impaticat, Entsa wolunt 
male guberaari. If it be managed: with Prudence and. 
Moderation, it is the greateſt Benefit, to. Humane So- 

M 4 cicty: 
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'ciery * But it is the en of him that hath it, 
' be managed tyrannically and exorbirantly; it fills the 


' "own, than any of the former: But yet' thou haſt 


lived as thy {elf, no nor as thy youth ; a diſeaſe, it may 


-raine of the owner-; and Pride of Beauty renders the 


tion to Luft and Intemperance, both to the owner «f 
tt, and others, and' in a little white becomes at ones 
4ts own ruine, and ſhame. ' "Þ br( 
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168 Of * Humility, 


Mafter full of fears, the . People full of rage, and 
dom proves long lived. And what reaſon haft thou! 
beproud of what is moſt certainly thy burden,.or t 
danger, or both ? | wt 'n 
' - Again, thou haſt Srrengch, or Beanty, or Agility 4 
Boaj. Indeed this thou haſt more Fedor to call th 


Cauſe to Pride thy felf in it 4 thou canſt not hold it 1 
at beſt, for Age will decay that Strength” and wi 
that Beaury,and Death will certainly pur a period rot; 
but yet probably this Strength or Beauty is not ſolo 


be; is this very moment growing upon thee, that wil 
ſuddenly pull down thy Strength, and rafe thy Beauty, 
and turn them both into rottenneſs and loathſomneh, 
Nay; let any obſerve it that will, that Strength, and 
that Beavry that raiſeth Pride in'the heart,is of all othe 
ſhorteſt lived,even upon the account of that very Pride; 
For the oftentation and vain-glory of Strength puts it 
forth into deſperate and dangerous undertakings, to the 


owner thereof fond of the praiſe of it, and to expolt 
it to'the view of others, whereby it becomes a tempt# 
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'" But'if may be thoti haſt Wit ard Fudgment, aquidh ha 
and ready Underſtanding, and haft improved them by ca 
great*Study and Obſervation, in grear and profound} al 
Learning. This I confeſs; is much more thy own, thabÞ ve 


-any '6f the former Endowments; but moſt certainly, no 


if thou art proud of any 'of- thele; thou art not yetar{} th 
rived 'to the higheſt improvement of Underſtanding) 
pamely, Wiſdom, Folly and-Madneſs may be conſiſtent 
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with a witty, nay, a Learned Man, but not with a truly 
wiſe Man. And this thy Pride of theſe Endowments or 
Aequeſts,ſtill pronounceth and proclaimerh thee a Fool, 
forall thy Wit, and all thy Learning. For conſider with 
thy ſelf, 1. That thy Wit and Learnizg are bur pitiful 
narrow things, in reſpe& of the amplitude of the things 
that are to be known. Afaxima pars eornm que ſcimms, 
eſÞ minima pars eorum que neſcimus. Take the moſt Learn- 
ed Obſervant Philoſopher that eyer was in the World, 
he never yet was fully acquainted with the nature of 
thoſe things that are obvious to ordinary obſervation, 
and near to him ; never was the Man yet in the World, 
that could give an accurate accornt of the nature of a 
Fly, or a Worm in its full comprehenfion, no not of a 
Sire of Graſs ; much leſs of himſelf, and his nobler 
Faculties z much leſs yet of thoſe glorious Bodies that 
every day and night objeR themſelves to our view. What 
adeal of Uncertainty, Inevidence, and Contradiftion, 
dowe find in the determination of the choiceſt Wits 
and Men of greateſt Learning, even in things that are 
obvious and objeRed in their out-ſide,to all theirSenſes? 
$0 that the greateſt Knowledge that Men attain to in 


the things of Nature, is little elſe but a ſpecious piece 


of Ignorance,dreſſed up with fine words, formal methods 
precarious ſuppoſitions,and competent confidence. Con- 


der. 2. How brittle and unſtable a thing thy Wits,thy 


Parts,thy Learning is. Though old Age may retain ſome 
broken moments of thy Wit and Learning thou once 
hadſt, vet the floridneſs and vigour of it muſt then de- 
cay and gradually wither, till very Old Age make thee 
a Child again, if thou live to it: But beſides thata Fe- 
ver or a Palſie , or an Apoplexy may greatly impair, if 
not wholly deface and obliterate thy Learning, deprive 
thee of thy Memory,of thy Wit and Underſtanding : 
Never be proud of ſuch a priviledge or endowment, 
which is under the mercy of a Diſeale,nay of a Diſtem- 
| may | | per 
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erin an KMOUr, an , 
L——c- caſual fume of a Mineral, ora l, w jr þ 
thou ſhalt hold it or loſe it. 3. But yet farther, ma fit: 
's 


it while thou wilt, (and it may be thou wilt ſooner pes 
ccive it.in another than in thy ſelf ) Wit and Learni 
in. any Man, neyer in any caſe receives more foils, more 
difadyantage, more blemiſhes, more impair, thanhy 
Pride : He that is Proud of his own knowledg, is con 
monly at his zen wltre, and rarely acquires more, ſcony 
inſtru&ion, and ſtops the farther advance of his tacultig, 
knowledge or learning, and undervalues, and thereſar 
negle&s, what he might learn from others, Agaig, 
Pride caſts an Unfeemlineſs, Undecency, and 
times even a Ridiculouſneſs upoa the greateſt Parts an 
Learning: It is likewiſe the dead Fly in the Apothecs 
ries-Confettion, that makes the whole unſavory : Hoy 
common. and rife is this unhappy Cenſure, that attend 
the commendation of ſuch a Mans Wit and Learning; 
© Indeed he is a pretty Man, a good Scholar, of jt 
© parts, good underſtanding, but ke knows it too well; 
his Pride, Self-conceitedneſs, Oſtentation, Vain-glaxy, 
ſpoils it all, and renders the Man under the juſt 
of a fool, and ridiculous, notwithſtanding all his Clerk 
ſhip and Learning, But yet farther, Pride by a kind of 
Phyfical and natural Conſcquence, very oftentimes robs 
Men,even of that Wit and Learning, wherein they pride 
themſelves, by carrying up into the brain thoſe exalted, 
bot, cholerick humours, and fumes,that break the ſtaple 
and right temper and texture of the brain. More lea 
ed Men grow Mad and Brain-(ick with the Pride of that 
Learning they think they have attained , than in the 
purſuit and acqueſt of it. Therefore beware of Pride 
of thy Wit, Learning, or Knowledg, if thou intend to 
keep it,or to keep the juſt eſteemsr reputation of it. On 
theother fide, Humility andLowlineſs of mind is the bet }- 
temper to improve bhy faculties, to add a grace bo thy 
FI 
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earni to keep thee Maſter of it: it cooks and 
thy ſpirits, blood, and humours, and renders 
t to retain whas thou haſt attained,and to acquire more, 


--4 In all thy refleQion upon thy ſelf and what thou 
haſt, never compare thy ſelf with thoſe that are below thee 
in what is worthy or eminent, but with thoſe that are above 
thy ſelf. For "inſtance, in poiat 'of Learning er Know- - 
ledge, thy paztiality and indulgence to thy ſelf will be + 

ypt-to put thee upon comparing thy ſelf with thoſe that 
ae ignorant, or not more learnet} than thy ſelf, as we 
ſee ordinarily idiots or fooks, ar-Mecn of weak intelle. 
Auals, delight to converſe with thofe they find or think 
more fooliſh than themſelves, and not with thoſe that 
are wiſer, that they may pleaſe th&micilves with a 
thought that they are the wifeſt in the company : but 
compare thy ſelf with thole that are more learned or 
wiſe than thy felf, and then thou wilt ſee matter to 
keep thee humble. If thou thinkeft thou art a pretty 
proficient in Philoſophy,compere rhy ſelf with Ariſtotle, 
with Plato, Averroes, Themifthnu, or Alexander —_ 
ſaws, or any great Luminaries in Philoſophy 3 If thou 
thinkeſt thou art a pretty proficient in School-Learning, 
compare thy felf with &qaina, Scotwe, Suarez, ; If thou 
think rhou excelleſt in the Mathematicks, compare thy 
felf with Exclide, Archimedes, Tyche, &c. and then 
thou wilt find thy ſelf to be like a little Candle to a Star. 
The moſt of the Learning that this Age glories of, is 
but an- Extra or ColleQion of what we find in thoſe 
Men of greater parts; only we think we have done 
great matters if we digeſt it into ſome other method, 
and prick in here and there a {mall pittance of our own, 
or quarrel at fomething that the Ancients delivered in 
ſome odd particulars. And yet even in this effay Self. 
love plays ſucha part, that unleſs there be a'great exceſs 


' and admirable advantage of others that are above us in 
zoy learning or knowledg, we are ready toexalt our 


ſelves 
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19% Of "Humility. 
ſelves above our ſtandard, and feem in our own eyes tg fl# 
be at leaſt equal tos thoſe that exceed us, or by envy at 
detraQion to bring down others below our ſelves, & 
pecially if we hit upon ſome little Caprichio that we 
think they fawnot.* | 
. And laſtly, conſider the great Example of our Lard 

and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, who was the only Son of the 
Glorious God, full of Wiſdom, Knowledge,Power, Hy 
lineſs, Goodneſs and Truth, and notwithſtanding al 
this, humbled himſelf and became of no reputati 
and took upon him the form of a Seryant, emptied him 
ſelf,and humbled himſelf,and became obedient to death; 
even the death of the Croſs ; Phil. 2. 5, 6,7, 8. Chriſt 
Jefus brought with him from Heaven the Dodrine «f 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, and in all his Sermons 
there isnot any one Vertue that he commendeth and 
conimandeth more than Humility and Lowlineſs ef 
Mind,nor any one Vice that he fets himſelf more againſt 
than Pride and Haughtinefs of Mind. In his Beatitudes; 
Matt. 3.35. Poverty of Spirit hath the firſt Promiſe, 
and Meekneſs or Humility the third, Aatr. 23. 6,7 
He checks and diſparageth the Pride of the Phariſees, 
commands his Diſciples to run quite counter to theit 
method ; He that will be great among you ſhall be yout 
Servant. Again, Matt. 18.1. Luk.g. Mar.9.34. When 
the bubble of Ambition roſe againſt the Diſciples, who 
fhould be greateſt, He checks their Pride and Ambition 
with the pattern and commendation of a little Child: 
And what he thus taught, he lived. One of the great 
Pnds of the miſſion of Chrift into the World, was that' 
he ſhould not only be a Preacher of Vertue, Goodneſs 
and Piety, but alſoan Exampleof it : Andif we look 
through the whole life of Chriſt, there is not one virtue 
that he did more ſignally exerciſe, or by his Example 
more expreſly commend to the imitation of Chriſtians, 
than Humility. I do not remember-that he ſaith in any 
ALL n . place 
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Of Humility, 173 
T' place, Learn of me to do Miracles, for I am mighty in 
power 3 no-noryert learn, of me, for 1 am Holy, for F © 
am obedient-to- the Law of ' God, for 1 am! Liberal; 
though in all theſe.he was exhibited as an excellent ex- 
ample of Holineſs, Obedience, and Charity, and muſt 
de the pattern. of our imitation: But as if Humiliry and 
Lewlinels of Mind were the great Maſter-piece of his 
Example, he calls out, even when-he was in one of the 
Extaſies of Spirit, that we find until his Paſſion, 
f, 11. 24, 29. Learn of we, for I am meek and 

. in hears, and ye ſhall find reſt wnto your Souls : 
And in that ſignal advice given qc the Apoſt RegPbil.s F* 
Let the ſame mind be in you, which was alſo in Chrift Fe- 
ju, who being in the Form of Gou, thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God : But made bimſelf of ns reputation, and 
took. upon him the Form of a Seryant, and was made in the 
likeneſs of Man; and being found in the faſhion of « Man, 
be humbled himſelf, and became obedient to death, even 
the death of the Croſs. 

+ But Blefed Saviour! Was there nothing ele forusto 
learn of thee,but thy meckneſs and Humility ? was there 
not ſomething elſe wherein we were to bear in mind thy 
lnage,and write after thy Excellent Copy ? Was there 
not thy Holineſs, Purity, Obedience,Patience, Truſt in 
God, and all that Conft:llation of Virtues _ apPear- 
ed in thy Doctrine and Life. 

:Surely yes,he wasexhibited both as a Proplante teach, 
and an example to be imitated in all theſe alſo, but in 
his Humility, if we may ſay with Reverence, beforeall. 

+ 1, Becauſe the inſtance and example of bis Humility. 
was the moſt ſignal and wonderful of all the reſt of his 
admirable virtues ; that the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
God,ſhould condeſcend ſo low,as to become a Man,born 
of a Woman, and live upon Earth ſuch a deſpiſed life, 
and die ſuch an accurſed death,is an inſtance of. Humili- 
ty, not only beyond all example, but an inſtance; Ahax i is 
poſſible in nature to be parallelled, 2. Be- 
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174 of Mwility, 
2. Becauſe-Pride and Vain-glory is ſo unhappily 
vetted in the corrupt nature of Man, and it is ſo hard 
thing ro bring him co be humble and lowly,notwithf 
ding all the benefits and adyantages of it, that it did au 
only ftand in need of the moſt explicite Do&rine off © 
Chriſt to teach and commend i, the moſt unparallelldf * 
example, of Chriſt to win Men over to it, but alſo thlf * 
moſt plain, and dire, and explicice Application of th \ 
example 'by that remarkable and ſpecial invitation 
our Lotd toit,' Learn of me for 1 am meek and lowy: 
And again by his Apoſtle, Ler the fave mind be in yu 
which was in Chriſt Feſus, &c. 
3. Becauſe, without Humility to prepare and melloy 
the hearts of Men, it could not be morally poſſible fr 
them to receive the Faith of Chriſt. It was Pride tht © 
made the Doarine of Chriſt only to be to the Few: if © 
ftombling block, to the Greeks foolifhneſs, but to then 
that are called, #5z. Thar obey that call of Chriſt. Me, 
- 11.28.Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy ladin i þ 


K 
8 


receive Glory of Men, loſetit its worth'and | 
6. 12. So that Hemility and Lowlineſs of Mind is the 
ſubſtratum and Ground-work, the neceflary ingredient 
Moull acceptable Duties towards God or Men. 
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Modeſty and Reaſonableneſs 
OF 
Jac oss Depre. 
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GEN. XXV111. 30. | 


And Jacob wowed 2 vow, ſaying, If God will be 
of me, and will keep Join, way that T go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and rayment to 
- p## on, fo that 1 come again to my Fathers 

houſe in peace then ſhall the Lord be my God, &6. 


He only thing that I intend to conſider upoti 
| this ot 0 Ne Die: Help and 
"2 KReafonablencſs of Jacob's , He doth not 
l deſire Greatneſs of Wealth, or Honour, dr 
Power, or Splendor, or great Equipage in this World; 
but all that he defires in reference to this World, is 
& That the comfortable Preſence and the fenfe of the Fu- 
your and Love of God ſhould be with him; ' Jf Grd will 
Wwithme': 2. That the ProteAion of the Divine Pro- 
= uw otrnrger Aer end and will krey wwe 
Wihe way that 7 go! 3.7 vis Ol ppty ny wor 
2 wit 


176 The Modeſty and Reaſonableneſs. 
with Curioſities or Delicacies,but with necefſaries; 
will give me bread to-eat and raiment to put on. - 

And. the truth is, this ſhould be the rule and meaſune 
of every good Map, in geference to 'this life, and the a, 
joyments of it, and the deſires of them, until he come ty 
his Fathers houſe in Peace ; that houſe wherein there 
are many Manſions, that the great Father, of whomal 
the Family in Heaven and Earth is named, hath Prot 
ded.for ſuchas; Feat, and Luve and Obey him. 

Indeed the two former of theſe, though they be ng 
more than what the bountiful God freely affords toal 
that truly love him, and depend- upon him, are of ; 
ſtrange and vaſt extent. Firſt, the comfortable Preſence 
of. God tupplies abundantly: all that-can' be defircd by 
us,and abundantly countervails whatſoever elſe we ſeen 
to-wantyit-is better than life it ſelf: And when the An 
cients would expreſs all that ſeemed beneficial or pro. 
perous in this life, they bad no fuller. a6d cotnprehenſine 
preſſion of -it, than that God was with him : . Foſl 
: 39; 3: And when bis maſter ſaw that the Lord: 
w, and that the Lord made all thar be did to pro;Þer: 
TSdm48.14. 28, 2 Sam. 5. 10, the wildom and co 
nd fuccels of. David is reſolved irito this one thing 

But certainly, though the Divine Preſence ſhould ngt 
maniteft it. ſelf.in external ſucceſſes and advantage y 
very, Senſe of the Favour and comfortable Preſengh 
God carries with it at) abundantſupply of all otherde 
kiciencies.” Pſal, 4.6, 7. The light of the countenance 
Almighty God is. the moſt Supereminent Good, and 06 

Is MOFE troR joy and contentment, then the reduts 
Uante of all external advantages. Secondly, the Diving 
Pr tection and Providence is the moſt {ure and ſafe pt 
teftion, abd ſupplies the want of allother. The/muni 
tion of, Rocks is thy defence ; and all other defences and 
- refuges ' without this, are weak, umnpotent, and farling 


defencts, 


" BEBERE>SSEERSLS EEE Et ES PD 2SEOERS 2 ti. x... 


2a: 83'S 


—_— 
' > $22 


-— 
[7 


S=S32eS2a%t2z cz S>802>. 


' 


, 
* - 
- 
F73 © 
* 
» 


' of Jicob's Deſire. 199 


Hefences. Excepe rhe Lord watch the City,the Watchman 


wecbeth but in vain. 


That therefore which I ſhall fix uporris the laft ofhis 


three defires : If be ſball give me bread to eat and raiment 


... The deſires of a good man, in relatioit to the things 
ofthis life; ought not to be laviſh and cxtravagane ; 
not to'de of things for Grandeur,or Delicacy,or Exceſs: 
but to be terminated in things of necefÞty for his preſent 
ſbſtance, convenient food and rayment. If Almighty 
God give more than this.it is matter of the greater gra- 
titude, as it was tofacob, Gen. 32. 10. 1 am not wort 

of the leaſt of all the mercies, Qc. for with my ſtaff, I paſſed 
over this Fordan,and now 1 am become two Bands:But it he 
gives no more,we have enough for our contentation. Al- 


' mighty God, who is never worſe than his Word, but 


moſt commonly better,hath not given us #ny Promiſe of 
more,neither hath he given us commiſſon to _ or 
- fe more. Ifhe gives more than neceſſary, he cx- 
ilts his Bounty and Beneficence: and yet, if he gives ng 
more, it is Bounty that he gives ſo much; and &s mat- 
ter both of our Contenation, and Gratitude. 

This the Wiſe man Aeur made his requeſt, Piov.30.8, 


"Give me neither Poverty nor Richts,fted m6 with food con- 


venient for me. I his our Lord teacheth us to ask, in his 
excellent form of Prayer,Give ws this day oicr daily bread 1 
and this is that which the Apoltle preſcribes, for the Rule 
of our conteritation. 1. Tim. 6. 3, And having food and 
, let us be therewith content; 
And truly,if it pleaferh God to allow vs a Sufficiency, 
udCompetency,for the neceſſity of our nature,we have 

great Reaton to be contented with it, not only as 
tisaduty enjoyned unto us , but upon moſt evidens 
emicionof ſound Reaſon, both in regard unto Al- 
hey God, in regard of our ſelves, and in regard of 


Iſhall mingle thefe Regfons zogerher, , 
| 1. It 


#78 The Modeſty ahd Riaſonableneſs 
” 4, -It becomes ris to be contented, becauſe whatſcevs 
we have, we have from the free Allowance,and Goodneſs 
God : Heows bs nothing; but what we haye, we hare 
from free Gift and Bounty. If a man demands adebtdf 
another, we think it juſt he ſhould be paid what he ds 
mands ; but if a Man receive an alms from another, we 
think it reaſonable that he ſhould be content with what 
the other gives, without preſcribing to the meaſure of 
his Bounty. But tke cafe is far trongerhere;we areus 
Cer an obligation of duty to be charitable to othen 
wants, by virtue of a Divine Command ; but Almighty 
Go1is under no other Law of conferring benefits, but 
of his own Bounty, Goodneſs, and Will. 
2. It becomes vs to be content, becauſe our meaſurt 
and dole is given wnto ws, as by him that is abſolute 
Lord-of his own bounty, ſo by him that is the Wiſe 
Diſpenſer of his own benefits: He knows, far better 
than we our ſelves, what proportion is fitteſt for vs: 
He hath given us enough for our neceſſity, and we 
are defirous to have ſomewhat more ; the Wife God 
knows, it may be, that more would do us harm, would 
undous; would make us Luxurious, Proud, Inſolent, 
Domineering, Forgetful of God : The great Lord and 
Maſter of the great Family of the World , know 
whoare , and who are not able to bear redundancy; 
And therefore if I have food convenient for me, 1 
have reaſon to be content , . becauſe 1 have reaſon to 
believe the Great and Wiſe Gbd knows what pre 
portion beſtfits me ; it may be, if 1 had more, 1 were 
ruined. 

3. We muſt know that we are but Stewards of the 
very externalbleſſings of this life,andat the great Amndit, 
we mult give an account of our Stewardſhip; and rhoſe 
Accounts will be triQtly peruſed by the greatLordofdl 
the Family in Heaven and Earth, Now if our n 
Benefits be but proportionable-to our.neceſſities and ni 


ceſlary. " 
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1. if Jhcob's Defbe; I 
teffary uſe , our account is eaſily and ſafely thade : as- 
rims, 1 have received ſo muck of thy external bleffin 
ts were neceſſary for my food and clothing, and for the 

ſeeding and clothing of my Family : Bur on the other 
fide, where there is a ſuperfluity and reduridance given 
over and above our neceſſary ſupport, our acconnt is 
more difficult. Where much i given,mlcb will be required; 
There will be an account required, how the redundant 
everplus was employed ; how much in Charity; how 
much in other Good Works : and God knows y oh too 
wooften very pitiful accounts are made of the ſurpluz 
—_ redundancy of a liberal Eftate ; whith will be 
fofer from abating the account, as it will enhance it * 
hem fo much in Exceſs, debauchery, and Riot; 1d 
auch in coſtly apparel; ſo much in Magnificence and 
tain ſhews, and the like. | | | 
4. Our natures may be well enough ſupplied with 
kitle ; Natura partic contenta ; arid whatſoeverisredun- 
dafit, moſt commonly turns to the damage and derri- 
wht of our fiature; unleſs it mect with a very wiſe 
proprietor : For the Exceſs in the abuſe of ſuptrfluities 
meatingand drinking, and gratifying our appetites, 
orthie exceſs ofcare and pains in getting , of Keepingy 
erdifpoſing ſuperfluitics and redundance 5 coramonty 
[more harm; even to our nattiral complexions and 
conſtitution , than a thediocrity proportionate tothe 
tccoſhties of nature. x5 
' 44. Whatſoevet is more than enough fot ou? natbral -— 
pre, and the neceflary ſupply of our Families, and 
loyed,s in irath Yain,uſeltſr,unſervictable ; arid ſuch 
man is fich but in fancy and notion, and nof in truth 
ad reality + For the uſe of externals is ſupply of our 
ole] witural 1cceffity x if 1 have a million 6f Money, and 
lf qt x fiondred Pounds is ſufficient, and as machas I ſhall 
s tie to brin$tne to my Grave ; the reft is vain and needs 
"®} le to'me; and doth tne no good 7 it is indeed my Hur: 
yt; N 2 then, 
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x80 The.' Modeſty aud Reaſonableneſs 
then, and my care, and my trouble ; but is'of no mot © ii 
uſe to nie in my Cheſt, than ifirwere in the center of tt 
-the Earth. lt is true,[ have thereby a happy opportun 
if t have a large and a wiſeHeart to diſpole of it for t 
glory and ſervice of God, and the good of mankind; # 
works of Piety, Charity, and Humanity : but if lkey 
It in my Cheſt, itis an impertinent trouble, neither v6} ® 
Ful for my ſelf, becauſe 1 need ir nor, 1 have enough a 
-without it +, noras1 order it is it ofeful for others, ih 
more than if it were an hundred fathoms under ground, 
6.-A ſtate of Mediocrity or ſupplies proportionate | 
-my neceſlity is infinitely more ſafe ro me, even in reſpetÞ} 
of my ſelf, than an eſtate of Glory, Wealth, Power,aal #3 
Abundance. An eſtate of mediocrity and commen(urar Wt 
nels to our exigence and necefſity is the treeſt of aj Pow 
condition in the World from perturbations and tempt vol 
tions : a ſtate and condition of want, and too nz haul 
For our neceſſities, is an eſtate ſubje& to ſome trouble] i 
.and temptations : But of all conditionsin the World 
yedundant and over-plentiful condition is moſtſubje&n}® 
'the moſt dangerous and pernicious temptations in the 
World : as namely,  Forgetfiilneſs of God, Self-depa Jl * 
dence; Pride, Inlolence, Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, 
etneſs of mind, Exceſs, Luxury, Intemperance, Ct 
tempt of others:and | have very often known thoſe pe 
Jonsthat have carried themſelves ſteadily and comme 
dably in a condition of Mediocrity, nay have beenal 
to dear with victory the ſhocks of thoſe temptavionsthit 
ariſe from Want and Poverty,yet when inthe late rims 
they were advanced to Wealth, Powee and Command 
were loſt and could not bear the temptations that ares 
ded Grandeur, Wealth andPowerzand theSun of wea 
and proſperity quickly diſrobed thers of that mantle 
Innocence,Piety,and Virtue, that they kept about the 
againſt the torms and aſſaults of wants and neceſfitis 
Fothat certainly it requires a AD io 
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of Jacob's Deſire,” * 18 
o& | induſtry and refplution,to oppoſe ande the temp- 
of ations of Grandeur, Wealth,and Pow. r,than the temp- 
i © tations of Want,Neceſſity,and Poverty : Some Patience 
ad Humility will do much to ſubduethe latter; but he 
aff ewill acquit himſelf from the temptations of the for- 
” ger hath,and hath need of, great Wildom,Moderation, 
6 Sabricty,and a low eſteem of theWorid,and eſpecially, 
ugh t and praRtical exerciſe of the Fear of God, Faith 
wi ahis promilcs,and a fixed hope and profpett of the pro- 
nd aiſes of Immortality and Glory,whereby they may 0- 
et © xrcome the flattering and deceiving World. 
+7,A ſtate of externals proportionate to our neceſhties 
an 0 $2 far more ſerene and ſafe eſtate in reference to others , 
26.0 $89 an eſtate of external Grandeur, and Wealth and 
an Rewer: And the reaſons are,firſt,becauſc the former hath 
; © athing that others do covet or defire; but the latter 
kth gotten the golden Ball,that the generality of man- 
biel kad are fond to have,and are reftlefs till they have gor- 
d11 rag which makes the man's eſtate unquiet and-un- 
550 le, decauſe he hath many competior's for what he en- 
te 9s, which arc continually endeavouring to trip up his 
| eels; juſt as we ſee when a Bird hath gotten a booty or 
6.0 pey,all other Birds of prey are following and catching 
” the it, and ever moleſting him that hath it. Secondly, 
| uſe he that enjoys much, either of Honour or 
| Vealth,orPower,is the objctt uf the envy of other men, 
SI mich is a buſie, reſtleſs, pernicious humour,and ever 
picking quarrels and finding faults, and ftulying and 
mall @deavouring the ruine of its objeRt + Whereas a ſtate 
IN mediocrity, is a ſtate of quietnels, and free from-the 
= ts and (ſhafts of his peſtilent companion. 
+8. We ſee that all worldly matters arc by a kind of 
bred and connatural neceſſity ſubject ro Mutations and 
Change, WhenGrandour,and Honour,and wealth are at 
{licir higheſt pitch, like the Sun in the Meridian,it ſtays 
SI long there, but hath its cnet FRIES chan- 
by; -. 3 ges 
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ges that are incident to-Greatneſs and Wealth, are 
ways for the worſt: they moſt commonly take t 
wings and fly away, when they ſeem to be in thely 
bigheſ pitch of plenty and glory: And this creates: 
a manvery great anxiety and reſtleſs fear,leſt he ſhow 
loſe what he hath} and infivite truglingsand ſhift 
zokeepitwhen it is going; and extream diſappyint 
ment, yexation and forrow when it is gone. QOn the 
other fide,a ſtate ofMedigcrity may have its chan 
and asit is ſe|dgm for the worſe, foit is moſt ot _ 
or the þetter; whereby the man hath great Peace an 
ranquility. We need not have a better inſtance d 
oth theſe conditiqns than in Fagob, the perſon in 
ext: W bile he was in a ſtate of mediocrity,and rath 
indeed;in a ſtrait,than in an ample condition z wherthe 
had nothing þut his Staff, and his ſupplies of Bread 
eat, and Clothes to piit on, he was in a ſtate of greit 
Trenquility ; and that change which befell that conds 
tion,was a change notſor the worle,but fpr the better 
leaſt in relation to externals,his ſupplies increaſed ;; 
as ſoon as he once arrived at great wealth,under his Us 
ge Labar,though,it is true,the Divine Providence kift 
him from a toral loſs of it , yet he ſoon found that ptb 
ſperous condition full of thorns and difficulties :- 1. Hs 
Uncle and his Sons began to envy his wealth, and hebs 
an to be in great fears and jealouſics leaft he ſhould 
deprived of afl, 2, Then toayoid that fear, he flyg 
.and his Uncle purſues him ; and then he was under i 
new fear of lols of all he had got. - 3. When that 
was over,then he fears that the rumor of his wealth, a 
the former diſpleaſure of his Brother Eſau might wakt 
him and all his wealth a prey to his Brother ;, and cer 
rainly, hag not the immediate Providence of Almigh 
God ſtrangely interpoſed, he had not only felt thed 
cvlries and unquietneſs of his great wealthy conditid| 
( which were profitable for his infirudtion ) buy he hid 
$. , U ered 
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a gf: Jacob's Deſire.” 183 
faffered a total deprivation of it, either by Laban, . or 
Elan, or atleaſt by.che, neighbours of the Shechemstes, 
gxaſperated by the treachery and: cruchy of his two 
Sons Simeon and Levi. | | 
- Upon theſe and many more Conliderations, it is moſt 
evident, That a ſtate of Mediocrity in externals'is to be 
before an eſtate of much Wealth, Honour, or 
ur: that of the two extreams Poverty on the one 
very great Wealth and Glory on the other; the 
is in truth more dangerous and difficult than the 
mer; but that of Azwur's Prayer, a ſtate of Mediocri- 
ty,ncither Poverty nor Riches,but food convenient for a 
wan's condition, is the moſt defireable ſtate in this life; 
and that which avoids the diſhculty of both extreams. _, 
I would willingly from theſe Confiderations there- 
fore learn to 4ttainſuch a temper and diſpoſition of Soul, 
«might be ſafe ard uſeful for me in relation to all theſe 
three Conditions of Life, whichloever of them the Di 
vine Providence ſhould ſend unto me. "(» 
1. Inreference toa Mediocrity,or ſuch a ftate of exter- 
nals, as might be ſuitable to the exigence and nature of 
my condition in this life; I ſhould make ſuch a ftare 
choice,and not my trouble; I ſhould with all T hank- 
{s acknowledg both the Goodneſs, and Wiſdom of 
Almighty God,in giving me ſo competent, and fo ſafe 
acondition z that hath by his Providence delivered me 
from the difficulties, and inconveniences, and dangers, 
and temptations of both extremes, namely, great wane, 
and great wealth : and I ſhall bear my lot, not only 
with great Patience and Quietnefs, but with great Corn 
gentation and Thankfulneſs. ; 
+2. In reference to an eftate of Want or Inasgence : If it 
ſhould pleaſe the DivineProvidence to appoint that con- 


Stion to me,I ſhould nevertheleſs comfort and ſyuppost 


pay ſelf with ſuch Conſiderations as theſe: x, Thuvgh 
pycondition be narrow and neceffitous, yet it is- that, 
"M7 N 4 which 


: 
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which the Great Wile Lord of the great Family of th 
World, hath appointed to me ; | will therefore bear 
with oomongs and Reſignation: 2. Though it be a 
-eftate of indigence and narrownels, yet it is ſuch as 
fords me and my Family life and ſubſiſtence, though'ng 
withont much pains and difficulty ; It might have beth 
worle, and it may pleaſe God to make it better, whe 
he ſeeth fit;] will therefore bear it with Contentednely 
aswell as Patience, 3. Though my tate be very har 
rowand pinching, yet it is poſſible much more af 
than an eſtate of Grandeur and Aﬀfluence : my Account 
is the lels; my Temptations not fp dangerous; my 
Cares fewer : my leſſons of Dependance upon God, ef 
Humility and Lowlineſs of mind, of Temperance ani 
Sobriety, of Contempt of the World, of Valuationd 
Eternity and Proviſion for it, are better learned in thi 
xtreme than in the other : | (ſhall therefore endeavour 
2Q3mprove the opportunities, even of this hard condith 
on,and bear it not only with Contentedneſs,but Thank 


$- In reference to an eftate of Redundance and Afﬀy: 
ence of externals, an eſtate of Wealth and Plenty , « 
Honour and Grandeur, of Power and Authority and 
Preheminence; I will conſider, 1. That this is an& 
ſtate full of Temptations, and Temptations of the gres 
teſt Size and the moſt dangerous nature z as, Prideand 
Inſolence,Forgetfulneſs of God, Luxury, Intemperance, 
Carnal Confidence and Security , Contempt of others, 
and infinite more ; andif any of thcſe get the adyat 
tage, they will do me more miſchief, than all my 
wealth will do me good. 2. Therefore I will leart 
-andexercile very great Vigilance and attention, - that 
-I be nat cheated intotheſe temptations. 3. I will take 
a true eſtimate of the World, and of all theſe Goody 
Appearances that | am attended with from it ; and | 
. pill not take my meaſure and eſtimate of them by cans 


—_ FF... 


_— 
—_ 


ww w=aeAS SH YO SISODGs MPO OS 


"= IA POSE OEAESS Fiore ned SS PSSASSEEeCS 


monopinion of the world, for by their ſplendid out- 
fide, Pee will look wore firie? inro and. find 


whether they are not incertain, deceiving th nes ; what 
fability there is in them; what good they will do me 
aſter death ; what quietneſs or tranquility of mind they 
will give me, or rather take from me ; whether they 
have in thernſelyes any real influence to make me. bet- 
ter or wiſer, 4. Upon theſe Conſiderations, if [ 
find, asfind I ſhall, that they have not that real worth 
in them that the vain World imagines, I will not ſet 
wy Heart upon them, nor lay any{confidence upon them, 
nor lay out much of my love unto them, nor any great 
eſteem for them. $5. I will ſet my heart to a true and* 
ſerious conſideration of thoſe Durable Riches andGlory 
and Honour that our dear Lord hath proyided for us in 
the life to come} and that Eternal weight of Glory 
will infinitely out-weigh all the Wealth, and Hohour, 


and Glory that | do or can enjoy in this World. 6. And 


ppon this conſideration alſo | will reQifie my judgment 
concerning this World, and the greateſt Glofy of it; 
and thereby inhabituate my felf to a low eſteem of the 
wealth I have, or can have, and ſetup my hopes and 
treaſure in more Noble and Durable Enjoyments. 7. I 


will conſider I am but a Steward when all is done, and 


the greater my wealth or honour is, the greater my ac- 
compts muſt be, and the more difficult ro keep them 
fair. 8. That in as much as I am but a Steward, | 
will be very carerul,that my management of my Truſt 
may be ſuch ag will dear my Lord's ſcrutiny. I will 
not employ my Stack of wealth or honour to the diſho- 
nour of my Lord, in riot or exceſs, in vanity or op- 
preſſion ; but will do as much good with it as I can, 
according to the truit committed to me, that I may give 
a juſt and fair and comfortable account of my Steward- 
ſhip when my Lord and Mafter calls for it. 9, That 
in as much as thoſe very externals are in themſelves 
\ bleſſings, 


The Modeſty. and Reaſqnableneſs | 
if well employed, though natthe bleſſi 
Cont magnitude; I will with all Humility ag 
Thankfultieſs acknowledg the Divine Bounty to me, j 
truſting me with abundance, and will employ. it to hy 
Honour. | 


— 
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Seneca Thyelſt, AQ, 2, 


Tet quicunque volet potens 
> Aule cubine labric ; 
Ae: dulcis ſatwet quies ; 
Obſcaro poſit loco, 

Leni per fruar otio ; 

| Nulllis nota Quiritib# 
e/Etas per tacitum fluat, 
Sic cum tranſierint mes 
Nuſlo cum ſtrepitu dies, 
Plebeins moriar ſenex, 
18; mors gravis incubat, 
Qui notws nimis omnibus, 
Tenotys moritur ſibs. 


By him that will, aſcend the tottering Seat 
Of Courtly Grandeur, and become as great 
As are his mounting Wiſhes; as for me, 

Let feet Repoſe, and Reſt my portion be 
Give-me ſome mean obſcure Receſs; a Sphere 
Out of the road of Buſineſs, or the fear 

Of falling lower, where1 ſweetly may _ 

My ſelf, and dear Retirement til] enjoy : 
Letnotmy Life, or Name, be known unto 

The Grandees of the Times, toſt to and fro 
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s Cenſures, or Applayſe; but letwy Age _ _ 
ang gently by, not overthwart the Stage 
» BY QfPublick Action z unheard, unſeen, 
byY And unconcern'd, as if I ne're had been, 

Andthos while Hhall paſs my filenrdayy 

In ſhady Privacy, free from the Noiſe 

And buſles of the' World, then ſhall I 

A good old Innocent Plebeian dye. 

Death is a meer ſurprize, a very Snare, 

To him that makes it his lifes greateſt carg 

To be a'pubfick Pageant, knowtrto Al, 

But unacquainted with Himſelf, doth fall. 
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For ] have learned in whatſoever eftate I an 
therewith to be content. | , 


| Here are Three Excellent Virtnes which el. 
pecially refer to our condition in this life, 
and much conduce to our ſafe and Corfor- 
: | table paſſage through them. 
1. Equality of Mind, or Equanimity. 
2. Patience. 
| 4 Contentedneſs. . 

I. ty of Mind, or Equanimity, is that virtue 
ras 46 to =D and adyerlity, whereby 
in all conditions of that kind we carry an even and equal 
temper, neither over-much lifted up by proſperity, nor 
over-much in adverſity. 

2. Patiense properly refers to crofſcs, diſappointment, 

afflitions, 
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LF aMidtions, and adverſity, w we a quietand 
| Fonnheten ned er 

compoſure of ſpirit, in all afflitions, her ſicknelfs, 

lo of friends, poverty, reproach, d or the like. 


[ ts wang mms 4 which ip: from er ah | 
1} becauſe that reſpe&s as w perity as adyerfity,thi 
-only adverſity ; and in ſome reſpedts differs alſo 
Patience ( though this always accompanies it.) 1. In 
the extent of the obje&, for Patience reſpeRs all kinds 
of afflition 5; Contentedneſs, -in propriety of ſpeech, 
—_— principall = aflition of want or 
2, In the at it ſelf, for Patience, inpropri 
implies only a quiet compoſed toleration ls 
of adverſity , but Contentedneſs imports ſomewhat 
more, namely, not only a quietneſs of mind, but a 
kind of chearful , free ſubmiſſion to our preſent condi- 
tion of adverſity , a ready compliance with the Divine 
Providence, and, in effe&t, a choice of that ſtate where- 
in the Divine Diſpenſation placeth us, as well as in 
w | bearing ir. | 
X Theſe, though they may in ſtrineſs give adiſtin&i- 
on between Patience and Contentation, yet we muſt ob- 
, ſerve that Contentation is never without Patience, 
” | though it be ſomething more : and that in the common 
* F acceptation and latitude of the word,Contentation doth 
" | tiotonly extend to the condition or afiition of paver- 
ty, but even to all other outward aflitions reached ro 
wby the infliting or permitting hand of Divine Provi- 
_ and in this large acceptation I ſhall here apply 
aſe ir. 
* | + Content therefore, in its large acceptation,is not only 
2 quiet and patient, but dre Bene and chearful cloſing 
with that eſtate and condition of life, which the Divine 
* | Diſpenſation ſhalt allot unto us;whether mezn,or poor, 
or laborious and painful, or obſcure, or neceſſitous, or 
G&kly, or unhealthy, or without friends,or withlok or 


cc 


tho of Cantoriteri on. 


abſence of friends, or any other ate that ſeetis wy 


grateful to eur najures ordilpolitian, For we need 
hed virtue.toa tate of WeReuenty inal 
though men are not ordinaril 


NE i aieedi they loare. | 
[- This leſan of, Caontentation was learnt by this 
Mic which.imports.theſe.things : 1, That it is a le! 


that.ispolſible to be learntd,for the Apoſtle had lean 
us 


It. 2+ upd it is a leſſon —_ es —_— 
duyſtry and pains ts acquire it, for he learned it betoreſy 

attained i _ 3, Thatizi is alefſon that deſerves the leary 
ing, far he ſpeaks of it as of a thing ofmomentand 
great ulc;well worth the pains he took to attain it, An 
thetruth-is, it.is of {ſo great importatice to be learned, 
that without it we want the comfort of our lives, and 
withcit all conditions of life are not only tolerable but 
eomfortable. And heace it is that this excellent Apoſtk 
doth very often inculcate and preſs and commend. thi 
lefſon in vp a— of his Epiſtles. 1. Tims. 6, 6. Godlin 
with contentment is great gain. Heb. 13, 5. Let your\con 
werfation be without couttonſneſt, and be coment with ſuch 
tings 4s ye have; for be bath ſaid, I will #ot leave this 
ner fr thee. Again, 1 Tim. 6.8. 4nd having fol 

let us be therewith content, 

gory << therefore ſet down theſe Reaſons that may pet 
{wade and encourage us to contentafion with our _ 
tipn,and likewiſe to paticnce under -it; for m_ 
contentatiqn cannet de well ſevered. And the Reaſon 
are of two ſorts ;, 1. Moral, 2. Divine and Evangelical, 
Neither ſhall | decline the uſe of Moral Reaſons, conſi- 
dexing how far by the help of theſe many Heathens(that 
bad natrhe trunknowledg of Gad At in his word 


and Son ) advanced' in the praftice/of theſe. virtue 


The Afaral Keaſens therefore are thele'; | 1» 
70 Be Ve many ofthe external evils ve ſuffer ated 


hut {xl temptations to —_ .froa 
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Cl ay #99 choice and procurement, the fruits of ouy own fol- 
hrs and inadyertence and avyerſeneſs to counſel 
OT I Bens, COD: 
der thoſe evils which we our ſelves have choſen, or re« 
pine becauſe theſe trees bear their natural fruit? 
2. The greateſt part of evilswe ſuffer are of that na- 
tureand kind, that are nor 5 oxr power cither to prevent 
or help : Some come from the very condition of our na- 
ture, as fickneſs, death of friends 3 and of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity, the more relations any man hath the more evils 
of this kind he may ſuffer : And can we reafonably cx- 
pet that the verynatures of things ſhould be to 
our hinnours? Again, ſome come from the 
of men that it may be are (more)-powerful, more ſubril 
and malicious : Why ſhould we diſcontent ourſelvesor 
be impatient becauſe others are too ſtrong for us?Others 
in cone by occurrences natural(though diſpoſed by 
hand of the Divine Providence ) as loſſes by Rorms 
and tempeſts, by unſeaſonable weather, by intemperate- 
nels of the air or meteors : Can we reatonably expeR 
that the great God of Heaven and Earth ſhould alter his 
ſetled Laws of Nature for the convenience of eyeryſuch 
little Worm as you or | am? It may be that tormor 
ntemperate ſeaſon that may do you or me ſome preju- 
dice, may do others as many and as good, or it may be 
more and better, a benefit : that wind that trikes my 
Ship againſt the Rock, may feechoff two or more from 
the Sands. Ler us be content therefore to ſuffer Almigh- 
ty God to govern the World according to his Wiſdom 
and not our Will , though it may bea particular detri- 
went to- you or tome; or if we repine againſt it, we 
muſt not think thereby to obtain our own wills. 

'3. The rextwre and frame of the World is (uch, that 
tizabſolutely neceſfary,that if ſome berich and power- 
kl, or great, or honourable, others muſt be poor, and 
kibjeR, and ignoble 7 If all were equally-powetful,there 


would 


REAR ERP ECTSCTFSSSERTSEASESDS EEE RSERES . SOS 


292 Of.-Contentution. © 
would be no power ner government, becauſe all 

be equal ; if all were equally rich,it would be but 0 
gommally,ind 


eed none would be rich,but all wouldjy | 


poor zthere could be nd Artificers,no Labourers,no Se 


vants. bince therefore it ts of neceſlity, in the order of 


the World,that fome muſt be poor,or lets rich or poy. 
erful than others , why ſhould. 1 be ſo unreaſonable, & 
unjuſt,to deſire that lot of poverty or lownels of condi 
tion ſhould be another's and not mine? Or why ſhould 
notl be contented to be of the lower ſort of men, fince 
the order of the World requires that ſuch ſome muſt be 
4+ Let any man obſerye it whiles he will,he ſhall find 
that whatſoever of worldly adventages any man doth 
moſt plentifully enjoy,/ and moſt men moſt greedily de. 
fire, of neceſſity he muſt thereby have more croſſes and af- 
fedtions; A man deſires many Children, Friends, Rela 
' tions 3 the more he hath of theſe,the more mortal dying 
comforts he hath ; -the more he hath that muſt be 
ſick, and ſuffer aflition, and dye; and every one of 
theſe aflitions or loſſes in a man's Relations, are {6 
many renewed afflitions, and crofles, and troubles t 
bim(elE, A man delires Wealth,and hath it; the more 
cares and fears he hath ; and the more he hath, the more 


he hath t0 loſe, and of neceſſity he muſt have more hol. - 


fes the more he hath ; as he that hath a Henland Toy 

_ muſtin probability loſe more in a year than he that 

but forty ; And beſides, Wealth is the common mark 

that every man ſhoots at, and every man will be pulling 

ſomewhat fromhim that hath much,becauſc man 
thinks he hath cnough for others as well as hizſelf, A 
man deſires Honour, Power, Grandeurzand he hath itz 
but every man envies him,and is ready to anhorſe him 
and a ſmall negle,reproach or misfortune ſits cloſer to 
ſuch a man, than to a meaner man; and-the more of 
Honour or Power he hath, the more of ſuch breaches 

_he ſhall be ſare romeet with. A on Gp Logan 
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md accordingly enjoys it : but in the tralt of ife 
brere eich more ficknels, giore 
'wore lofs of friends and relations; and over-lives the 
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reft part of his external comforts, and in Old age 
| rae his own burthen. 

5. if a mandeſtremoch Weafthor Power, and 
joys it, yer it is certain fo ttrucly the more! thereof 
Mich might orhermiſe be ride emmy many We 
which mrght otherwife b- divided a maſly; 
therefore ſhoulda man defire ir, nee ey 
F he have ir nor, fince whethe thus enjoys'is with ano- 
ther's detriment and foſs, who wouſt have zſhare inir, 
# he had it not alone? And why hould I cover that 
or be difcontented if I have it not, ſince if F have it, 
ſhalt procure the like difcontert in others? 

6. It is certain inthe cowſe of the World, there are 
md muſt be 4 greater mamber of Erofſes and troubles, and 
of greater moment than there are of aorier 
tay there is ſcarce any'comfort that any man Rath, but 
tke Jonas Gonrd, it Fark a Worm growing at the 
wor of it, which dortvnot only wither the comfort. it 
KF, bot moſt rimes creates greater tronbJe. and ſorrow, 
fm the comfort it ſelf good if entitely enjoyed. 
Aman harh many Children, ir may be hey are all very 
and hopefal, yer they aremortal, andif rhey dye, 
edexth of facha Child is ſo much the more grievous, 

how much the more good and towardly he was. But 
fany of them prove vicious, feoliſh er naught; by how 
mich a Child is nearer than a ſtranger, by fo much the 
tore his vices give trouble; forrow, and care to his Pa» 
fent : So that m all worldly things the ſtock of Trou- 
Neis greater three to one, than that of Comfortsz {$ 
true is that of Fob, ' 4 wan ir born ws tranbles a the 
fwrks fy xpwards. Why therefure ſhould a.man fink ins 
, becauſe the Work#doth bur ſalirdn obrine- 


s % 


ir; and follow its own-natural complexion and flare ? 
- oO 7. We 


(ae Of . Contentation: , 
i: 7: Weare 3 | 
L of Good and El, and have not the true meaſures of j; 
©*IHat is truly relatively Good which makes a man the 
-derrer, and that trply Evil inits relative nature, whic 
makes a Man the worſe. If Proſperity and Succeſs make 
me, Thankful, Watchful, Charitable, Benificent, thenj 

*rolperity good to.me, for it makes me better; but ifi 
"make me Proud, Haughty, Inſolent, Domineering, Van. 
Fafibus, it. is Evil to me. If Advesſity make me Clamg. 
:0us, Murmuring, Envious, Spightful, Injurious, then ts 
'Efil to me; butif it makes me Humble, Sober, Patient, 
"theh "tis good to-me. And let any Man impartially take 
'the meaſure of the very ſame Man or divers men ineaq 
*condition, he ſhall find ten to one receive more miſchie 
*'by'Prolperity than by Adverſity. Why ſhould I then net 
_content my ſelf with that .condition which is more {ak 
. ko me, and makes: me the better man, though not the 
"richer or greater ? | 
- 8. Which is but a farther explication of what is faid 
"next before. 1t is certain that a Good Man is like the 
"Elixir, it turns Iron into Gold, and makes the moſt fo 


*ondition of life not only tolerable, but uſeful and cap 


'yenient. If I be ſuch, I mould and frame my worſt con. 
dition into a condition of comfort and contentment by 
my Patience and: Contentation, Why ſhould I thenhe 
Giſcontented with my Condition, ſince by the Gracedl 
'Goad1 am able to make it what I plcaſe ? If I canon 
rent my ſelf with the good temper and diſpoſition of 
my own Heart and Soul, I have no reaſon to be diſcat: 
tented with my condition, for if 1find it not good I aa 
make-it ſuch by. the equality, patience, and temper 
my own mind : And that the Mind is the principal mat- 
er*in Contentation or diſcontent, weneed no other it 
Rance, than that. of Ahab and Haman: the one a great 
King,the other, a great Favourite of a mighty Monarch 
full of Wealth and Honour; yet a Covetous mind.in one 


encrally greatly miſtaken in the nay 
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Of -ConteMtation. TY5 
nd a Proud mind in the other,made the former ſick for a 
le ſpot of ground, arid the latter grow to ſohighade- 
'pree of diſcontent for want of the knee of a poor Few, that 
WM orketed all his enjoyments, 1 Kng.21.5. Heſt.5.13. 
®:g. Diſcontent and Impatience galls a thoufand times 
wore than the Croſs or Affiiftion doth. We owe more of 
the evil of - croſſes, troubles, and aflittions, ' to rhe 'un- 
quiet, reſtleſs, impatient diſtemper of our mind, thants 
. We are like men in a Feyer,that'infinitely increaſe 
eir heat by their toſſing and tumbling, more : than'if 
*7 lay ſtil}, and then they complain of the uneaſineſs 
their Bed: Like the Prophet's wild Bull ina'Netwe 
titangle and tyre our ſelves worfe with our ftrugling 
than if we were more patient and ſtill; or like the Ship 
| is not broken by the Rock, but by its own violenrmo- 
tion againſt it. Why then ſhould [ diſcontent and diF. 
Quiet my ſelf with my condition, when/l make-it and my 
thereby worſe agd more uneafie ? © 01-7 pig 
* to. As my diſcontentedneſs and anquietnefs renders 
On the more unealie, {o it > way cor 
h to my reſcue from it ;, For ſince | cannot be fo bru- 
Aſh as to think that the occurrences which befal Men are 
hout a Divine ConduR, ſd ir- is certain that all his 
iſpenſations are Wife and direfted to a Wile End 
thd even AfiRions themſelves have their errand and 
bufimeſs ro make Men more'humble, watchfal, and coir 
Werate. If I cotre& my Child for Kis fault, and he con- 
ove ftill- more ſtubborn, I ſhall Corre& him longer til 
return to his fubmiſſivenefs and duty. Why then 
- off} Novld I diſcontent my ſelf, and be impatient under 
at Miion, when it is not only vain and frvitlefs thereby 
, | expeQ deliverance, but in all probability the likelis 
ex | way to Keep me till under it?” + "* 244 
0 11. As thus my condition is not amended, but made 
worle,more ſeyere,and laſting by my impatienceand 
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in likcontentſo Patience. and Contentation will give me theſe 
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though [kr 
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:12, Though I want ſomewhat that others have, yet Go 
'is ten to onethat 7 beve ſomerhaay that many as 8 lent 
not better, were. It way be | want Wealth, yet I har Yao, 


Healthz it may bel want Health, yet I have Childra Jnt 
that others want. I will learn Contentment by 
dering others wafits and my enjoyments, and not lean 
Diſcontent from others enjoyments and my own wang, [ 
Theſe he the Morsl Conſiderationg,and truly theyie fu þ 
ofgreat weight, moment,and ule ; and,as I faid, carrigl Wi 
the Heathen a great way in the Virtues of Contenua/ 
on and 'Patience : But yet they oftentimes failed, anl Ive 
were t00 weak to campoſe-the mind under a torm. of ff 
xrofſes, loſſes, and afflitions z and therefore Almi in 
God hath furniſhed ys with a more excellent way,w! 
Jets me into the Second Conſideration, namely, the Þ4 .. 
ive and Evangelicel belps to Patience and Contentatb Iu 
on : Their number will net be ſo many as the gF 
but their weight and eſbcacy greatcr,and they are ſud]Be 


as theſe: | Qu 
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agg Teach aqui aMition? crols, ox condition of life, 
| Agarad purpura and or Permiſſion of the 


wt Glorious Soveraign of all the World, to whom we 
7 ie (one an infinite fubjeRtion, becauſe we have our Being 
ads ſ him: and therefore it is but juſt and reafonable 
ugh Thr us to content our felyes with what he is pleaſed thus 
oy wifi: and the greateſt Croſs or Afflition of this 
and lie, is not anſwerable to his Bounty and geodnels in 
cov f firing us Being, 
-3. He isnot Gals the abſolute Soveraign of us, and 
i | the World, but he is the moff Juſt and Wiſe Gover- 
 Yioyr of it, and all men, and all the diſpenſations of his 
Gvernment are direCted to moſt Juſt, Wiſe,and Excel- 
En lnt Ends: And therefore we have all imaginable rea- 
hare Ylag,not as paticntly to ſubmit,but cheerfully and con- 
. zntedly to bear any condition that he diſpenſeth, and, 
an implicit faith, to reſign our wills to his, as being 
can it is infinitely more Wiſe and Ko 9 than, ours. 
imes they are the Ads of his Juſtice to puniſh 


1.16 þfor ſome paſt offence ; but always the afts of his 
ri Viddom, cither to try us, to reclaim us, topreyent ug 
ati | ron wole evils; or to amend us, to make us more hum- 
al Jie, watchful, dutiful, circumſpe&; to draw us off 
'L ito much reſting on the Wor z to make us be- 


Gy our ſelves of our duty, and returning . to him by 
epentance, Faith and Obelience. 
& He is not only a Wiſe and Juſt Governour, but « 
f merciful nd render Father and one that out of ye- 
Faithfulneſs, Love,and Goodneſs, correRts us, as & Fa- 
ber doth his Son he entirely loveth : and upon this ac- 
it he way reſt aſſured, 1. Thet he never afflichs, or 
1 Ks, or permits any crols 09 fall upon us, = 


| »4 
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our everlaſting,and many times for our temporal good; 
2. That no croſs or afflition ſhall lye longer or heal 
vpon us, than is conducible to our good : 3. Thathe 
dath, and will always, ſend along his Staff with his Rod, 


his Grace with his Aﬀi&ion, to Tutor and Inftru@t vs, (i 


to Support and Comfort us; and if we find nor thi 
ſupport in our greateſt AfﬀiCtion, it is not becauſe itF 


wanting to ys, but becauſe we are wanting to it, tolay 
hold upon it, and. improve it. 


"5: For our farther affurance of his Love to us, and I 


care of us, we have the'word of the great Monarch df 
the World, the Mighty, Faithful,and All-ſufficient God, 
I will not leave thee, nor forſake thee, Heb. 13. x. 

'6. He hath given us the greateſt pledge of his Love 
and goodnels, that the moſt doubting or craving Heart 
in the World could ever deſire ; his Son to be our % 


crifice ;, and how ſhalt he not with him give vs all thing I"! 


needfal, uſeful and beneficial ? Rom. 8. 32, 
' This Son of his he made the Captain of our Salvation, 


and yet he made him a Man of forrows,and unacquaint Jt 
* ed with grief, [/4.53.3. and made perfeft by wm. : 


Heb.'2. 9.10. And this Son of God did bear, not only I*Þ 


with Patience, but with Reſignation, and Contentation 


of Mind : Marr. 26. 39. Not as T will, but as thou wilt; 


Loke 12. 50. I have a baptiſm to be baptiſed withal, al P pr 


bow am I ftraitned till it be accompliſhed ? and-when al 


was done, Feſ#s, that was made a little lower than the 


Angels, for the ſuffering of death, was crowned with 


Glory an4 Honour ;' That he by the prace of God ſhoull 


raft Neath for every Mar. For it became him, for whom an'J"'* 


all things, and by whom are all things,in bringing many ſun 
to Glory, to make the Captain of their Salvation po xls 


os ſufferings, Heb.2; g. and this was done, ( 


that TPRNY Sacrifice thereby made for vs) for thelf $5 


admitable Ends: 1. we'might ſee before us, 


wok 
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ordifiary mertiod of the Divine Difpenſation, his ow FU 
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oF; [Eternal Son, that knew*no fin, ot was made a Man of © 
its forrowy : and then, why ſhould we, poor ſinful Men, 7 
the Serpet "to be exempted and priviledged more than the" 
od, fternal Son, in whom God from Heaven Proclaimed ' 
vs, himſelf well pleaſed : 2. That we might have an exam- 
this ſole before us :* He, that is made the Captain of our Sal- 
t is ſation, wis likewiſe to be the common pattern and i 
lay aereunto all his Diſciples and Followers are to be con: 
'* Elrmed; both paſſively and aQively : he was exhibited” 
$ the Firft-born among o_ Brethren; the common ' 
mage according to which, all his Diſciples andFollowers ' 
od Bſhould be conformed, Row. 8. 29. As he was made per-* 
+ by ſufferings, ſo muſt we; and as he througha vail * 
of Sufferings paſſed into Glory, ſo muſt we; that if we* 
with him, we may be glorified with him : He was ' 
athibited, as the common Standard and Pattern of 'a* 
n« IChriſtian's condition, in the loweſt eſtate that can befall 
"tim in this Life : and ſurely we have reaſon to be con-- 
mmted to be conformed, and ſubject to the.condition of* 
int. Ide Captain of our Salvation. 3. That as he was thus, 
ahibited as a paſſive example of our conformity, fo* 
be decame an active example for our imitation; full of 
vietneſs, compoſedneſs, ſubmiſſion, patience, and con-' 
tmcation, to give us an Example, 1 Per. 2.21. and to' 
mprint upon us the ſame temper and frame of Mind, 
I. 2. 6. that whiles we behold hisexample, we may,” 
bya ſecret ſympathy,be transformed, as it were,into the' 
mould and image. 4. That we might have this great 
jledge and aſſurance, that he who once lived in this 
Perld, and had experience of the difficulties and trou- 
of it, and is now tranſlated to t he right hand of the' 
lorious Majeſty of God,and hath the proſpeR of all our 
its, and needs, and ſorrows, and troubles, and ſuffer. 
5, and of the degrees of ftrength we have to bear it,” 
& hath the plentitude of power to ſupport,to ſtrength. 
nddeliver us; I ſay;that we may be aſſured;that he is* 
"1 O4 a 
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a- mecoiful and faithful Prieft, ſenile, and 
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cw ther oe 7 Got Almighty Ga 
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(bo lows ur Fae 4 —aypat 9 Tm that we'axe but 
to uſe as much indy and compliance, as 
for & moſt tender Father to his weak and fre 
vaard Children ; That fince he knows, Afition and 
af us as the very beſt of all aur 
bleſſings, yet bs fv ge aud ſupplies that 

are imaginable, with the greateſt ſyitablencis ro our 
egg , and profitable; 
and x0 bear us.up $0 bear them, With the greateſt pat 


4 yo nah ph guaad.ae yaa ſecure,ſelf con 
our reft,and be building of Ty 
bernacles here, to wy and feardeath beyond all mes 
fore and order,gud to be utterly unprovided for it,tobe 
| to take our portion in this life, and to make our 
on this ſide death ; as the two Tribes deſired 
their lot on this ide Zordan, becauſe they found it cov 
venient. { Nam. 32.) And though we cannot well be 
em, yet we ſtand in need of wr drags to 
bear them parienely, mm and profitably ; and 
We arc y, by the Divine goodnels, furniſhgl 
w_— valyss eto our condition and frame. 


= the wiſe Providence gud Government 

of the moſt w a ny nh gay oa their voice, 

from kia $0 us, ({dcar the Rod and 
moins | #* ;) $0, ke hath s\ 

efamcb ne of bus od omen go 

what he means: ages oy ond we | 


our ſelves under them z ng byes es 0s 
ipiritys! ang everlaſting good x | bom nth pteoc. 
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ence.and congentgtion. We cahnot be without them, for 
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better late; He hath ſhewed us that it is dut our paſſage, 
and ſuch a paſſage ag muſt and ſhal) be accompanied with 


204 
how to bedrays the 
NEGLET ty God by them. And to this end On 
waoek diviac and wiſe Counſels ns Fen 


goodneſs, and 
and condpet us with m_ and 


him in them z and bath given vs ad- 


wirableExanples,which are ſo; many Commentaries and 


Expoſitions ppon them, and to ſbew us whas he means 
and intends in themand by them : As the examples of 
he Frevſo Church and People 3 the enanges 0 te 
beſt Saints and Servants, and their ſnffe In. 
ſons of them, and their deportment 


wherein they failed,and whereinthey benefited by wlby them 


& Abrahew, Fob, Moſes, David, Hez.chiab, 7 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians: in Sa We ma 


with great clearneſs and ſatisfaftion obſerve how muc 


advantage they got by their afliRions ; whatloſſes 
were at by their peeviſhneſs, frowardnehs and yr a 
with their aflied conditions; what comfort, ſatisfa. 
Qion, and benefit they attained by their patience,quiet- 
neſs, equality of mind, voluntary ſubmiſſion to the Di- 
yiae Providence, and contention with their eftates, 
thongh never ſo troubleſome and uneaſic. 
But above all the bountiful God. hath bro 
and Inomertality to «gpl through the Goſpel; He hath 
given us ns the elcareſt conviſtion imaginable that "= 
orld, and our _ in it, 15 Not — 

Scope, but the place of our Pi ur lnog 
not our home; our place of tryal and preparation for a 


affligions, and itmay be, with perſecution by on evil, 


evil Angels, evil + mga es ants 
warlaze ;, 2 troubleſome and dba ny Sea, 


x maſt Lo we come to our Ha. 


Sm 


202 Of Comtentation. 
Pa nn. lies on the other fide of death, where there 
be no ſorrow, nor trouble, nor fears, nor dan 

nor affliions, nor tears, bat a place of eternal x | 
changeable-comfort, ſulneſs of mgſt pure and uninter< 
rupted pleaſures, and that for eyvermore: that through 
many tribulations and afflitions we muſt enter into that 
Kingdom,as his ancient People entred into their Canaan 


through a Red Sea, a tireſom and barren Wilderneſs; 


fiery Serpents, wants, enemies, and uninterrupted dan- 
gers and difficulties : that our light afflidtions, which are 
here but for a moment, work for us a far more exceeding and 
Eternal weight of Glory. 2 Cor. 4. 17. - Our afflictions 
and inconveniences in this World. 1. Arelight in com- 
parifon of thatexcceding, far more exceeding weight of 
Glory: 2. As they are but light, ſo being compared 
with that eternal weight of glory, they are but for # 
moment : The longeſt Life we here live is not ordinari- 
ly above threeſtore and *" years, and though the more 
troubfefome and uneafie thar life is, the longer it ſeems, 
yet compared with the infinite abyſs of Eternity,it is but 
a moment, yea lefs than a moment, if leſs can be, yet ſuch 
s the longeſt ſtay in this Life is compared with Eternity. 
And the gracions God hath preſented this greateſt,and 
moſt rmporrant truth to us, witti*the greateſt Evidence 
and Afſarance that the moſt deſponding and ſuſpicious 
Soul can'defire. 1. He hath given his own Word of 
Truth to affare vs of it. 2. He hath given his own Son, 
ro feal it unto us, by the moſt powerful and convincing 
evidence imaginable; by his miſſion from Heaven on 
purpoſe to tell us it, by his Miracles; by atteſtations 
from Heaved; by the laying down his own Life in 
witneſs of ir; by his ReſurreRion and Aſcention ; by 
the' miraculous Miſſion of his Holy Spirit viſibly and 
audibly.* Again, 3. He hath confirmed it to us, by the 
Doftritie and Miracles of his Apoſtles ; by their Deathf 
and Martyrdom; as a Witneſs of rhe Fruth _ 
hn taught 3 
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Of Contentation.') 203: 
tivght ; by the numerous Convetts, and Primitive 
Chriſtians, and Godly Martyrs, who all lived and dyed” 
in" this Faith, and for itz who made'it their choice ta-* 
ther to ſuffer affliftions with the people of God, than to: 
edjoy the pteaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon; declaring plaitily 
that they ſought a better City and Country, that is, a 
heavenly, Heb. 11. 15, 25. and this/Country, and this - 
City they had in their Eye,even while they lived in this - 
troubleſome World : And this proſpeR, this hope, and 
expeQation,rendred this lower World of nogreat value 
to them, the pleaſures thereof they eſteemed but' low ' 
and little, and the troubles and uneafineſs thereof they 
did undergo patiently, cheerfully, and contentedly ;for ' 
they looked beyond them, and placed their hopes, their - 
treaſure, their comfort above them; And even whiles 
they were in this Life, yet they did, by their faith and * 
hope, anticipate their own happineſs, and enjoyed by ' 
faith, even before they aQually poſſeſſed it by fruition ;_ 
for Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, Heb. 11. and 
makes thoſe things preſent by the firmneſs of a ſound 
perſwaſion, which are in themſelves fature and to come. ' 

* And this is that, which will have the ſame effe& with 
vs, if we live and believe as they did; and be but firm- 
ond ſoundly perſwaded of the truth 'of the Goſpel, 

ws admirably confirmed unto us. This 5s the viitory that * 
overcometh the world, even our faith, Heb.10. 38. The juſt | 
fall live by faith, 2 Cor.5.7., We Live by Faith, andnot' 
by ſight ; and excellent is that paſſage to this purpoſe, + 
2 Cor. 4. 16, 17, 18. For whichcauſe we faint net, but 
thongh our outward man perifh, yet our inyard man i ve- 
newed day by day. For our light affliftion, which is but for 
4 moment, worketh for ua a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory. While we look, not at the things which are 
ken, but at the thirigs which are not ſeen : for the things 
which are ſeen, are temporal, but the things which are not 


ſern, are" eternal, 
4] And 


: Of Cantentetion. 
i if we do but ſeriouſly believe the truth. 
oy CERA on ap cOh, She batkey 
CN —_ this Warld will ſcembut of ſmall mo. 
rogue thier: ur yep rt hopes,and 


hap then happineſs to come, Swds 
of impatience and diſcontent, may like 


fag a i 
#4fie and open to all ; no perſon is excluded from it, 
that wilfully excludes not himſelE Ja 51. 1. Ho 
RI, y na hg waa edyatr yt 
— Ye, buy and eat without money and withent 
price, Rev. 22, 17. Whoſeever will, let hum take of the 
wares of lefe Paik Matt. 11-28, Come ate me 4ll ye 
that leboney a0:d. are beavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
The way 7 inels, and nn to 
contentatian hcre, is Lesd open to «ll. It was the great 
© 2s nr _ — wage" Ever- 
REINREnens w willfully threw 
away that happineſs, it was the end why he ſent his Son 
ET EIT And as the 
in ker to all, ſo it is eaſe to all; toy rt 
badurken light. The rex of uxxining happnch 
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act it; te 

th of che Goſpel! fo odunicably contend a 
facerely to endeavour to the 
which are both juſt and 


our contentation in crayon ahrnagmn; 


ine(s in the life tocome : ward Baer paces - == 
if we its 


this obedience, we are fure to have, 
the Special Grace and the Bleſſed Spirit to aſſit ugand 
amerciful Father to accept of our fancerity, & a graciaus 
Saviour to parden our failings & deficiencies.Sothat the 
way to attain Gontentation in this life, and happineſs in 
the life to come, as i leglein and certain,ſo it is open and 
free,none is excluded from it, but it is free and open to 
all, that are but willing to uſe this means to attain it. 
And I ſhall wind up all this long Diſcourſe touchi 
Conteatation with this plain and ordinary Inſtance. 
have before {2id that our home, our Country is Heaven 
and Everlaſting Happineſs, where there are no farroms, 
nor fears, nor troubles; that this World is the place of 
gut travel, and pilgrimage, and at the beſt our Inn: 
when | am-in my journey, I meet with ſeyeral in- 
Raveniencicy; it may he the way is bad and faul, the 
weather tempeſtueus and ftormy;, it may be I meer with 
ſome rough Cempanions, that pany ama 
way or all daſh and dirt we in it, yet I content my (elf, 
for all will be-mended when 1 come home: but if I 


and therefore 1 content my ſelf with it a6 Lind 
it; 


|; all will be amended when I come home. In the ſatne 
*nianher it is with this'World-; perchance I meet with 
-an' Hl and uncotnfortable paſſage through 'it, | havez 
fickly Body, a narrow Eſtate, meet with affronts and 
diſgraces,loſe my friends, companions and relations, my 
-beſt entertainment in it is but troubleſome and uneaſics 
-But yer do content my ſelf; 1 conſider it is but my 
Pilgrimage, thy Paſſage, my Inn ; it is not my Country, 
tior the place of my Reſt : this kindof uſage or conditi 
on is but according to the Law and Cuftom of the Placg 
it will be amended when | come home, for in my Father; 
-houſe thete are Manſions 3 many Manſions inſtead of 
'Im, and my Saviour himſelf hath not diſdained tobe 
my Harbinger ; he is gone thither before me, and gont 
to prepire a place for me, I will therefore quiet and eon- 
tent my ſelf, with the inconveniencies of my ſhort jour. 
; formy accommodations will be admirable when 
clots my home, that heavenly Feruſalem, which i 
the place of my reſt and happineſs. "0 
7: Bur yet we muſt withal remember, that though Hes 
venis our home, the place of our Reſt and Happineh, 
yet this World is a place fot otr _ and Emplo 
and we muſt uſe all honeſt and laivful means to preſotye 
'dur Lives and our comforts by our honeſt care and dili- 
«gence. As it is our duty to wait the time till our Lotd 
and Maſter calls, ſo it is part 6f our task in this World 
given vs by the great Maſter of the Family of Heaven 
nd Farth,to be crtiployed for the Temporal good of out 
ſelves and others. -It is indeed our principal buſineſs ts 
fit 6ut ſelves for our everlaſting home,and'to think of it; 
'bit iris a part of 6ur duty arid at of Obedience,whiles 
we'archere, to employ durſelves with hbneſty and Gil 
gence in our temporal eitployments: Though we are 
not :to fet our hearts upon'the-conveniencies of this life; 
ye -we are not to reje&t theni, but to uſe them Thank- 
lly and Sobrrly;for they are dleſſings that deſetveout 
c Grati- 
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of Contentation. 207 
Gratitude, though they ought nat entirely to take v 
qur hearts. Again, though Crofſes and Afiitions m 
be the exerciſe of our patience, we muſt not wilfully 
ſe them, nor run into them, Let God be till the 
| of his ewn Diſpenſation, for- he is Wiſe, and 
knows what is fit for us, when we know not what is ſo fit 
for our ſelves. When he ſends them, or permits them, 
our duty is Patience and Contentation,but commonly 
our own choice is headftrong and fooliſh. 
\. It was the Errour of many new Converts to Chriſtia- 
nity,that they thought, that when Heaven and Heaven- 
Gindedock was preſſed, that preſently they muſt caſt 
of all care of the World, deſert their Callings, and buſi 
and unneceſſarily thruſt themſelves into dangers, that fo 
they might be quit of all worldly care and buſineſs, and 
of Life it ſelf. This the Apoſtles frequently remove,and 
ſhew the errour of it, and that juſtly : For the truth of 
it is, our continuance in this Life, and in our honeſt em- 
ts and callings,our thankful uſe of external bleſ- 
here,and our honeſt endeavours for them; the en- 
deavour to do good in our places, fo long as we conti- 
nue in them; our prudent prevention of external evils, 
we part of that Obedience we owe to our Maker, and 
parrof-that Exerciſe or Task that is given us by him to 
perform in this life, and our cheerful, faithful, diligent 
converſation herein, is ſo far from being incompatible to 
Chriſtianity, that it is part of our Chriſtian duty,and of 
that ſervice we'owe to our Maker ; and it is indeed the 
exerciſe of our patience,and the evidence of a contented 
mind : for whoſoever _— grows ſo weary of the 
World, that preſently, with froward Jonah, he wiſheth 
todye, or throws off all, it is a ſign of want of that con- 
tentation that is here commended : becauſe true Con- 
tentation conſiſts in a cheerful and ready compliance 
with the Will of God, and not in a froward preference 
of our own will or choice, It was part of our Saviour's 
excellent 
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excellenc for his Diſciples, Febn £7. 15. Iyrg 
wer thu thow ſd vas thew ont of ths world, but the 
m—_—__ op theme from evil. 

therefore of theſe Papers is to let you 
ſee, what are the Helps to attain Patience and Conter: 
tation in this World, rhar ous puffing through it may 
de ſafe and comfortable, and agreeable to the Will of 
God, and to that impatience and diſcontent 
which is ordmarily among men: To teach me 
how ts amend their tives, inſtead of being weary df 
CN to make the pms noma eo 

comfortable, by ma , 

ent and thankful. manger fragps Auntenar ry _ 
ent miod that truly makes che World mecty more un 
eafie than it is in it ſelf, | 
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Beſt Preparation for them, 
and, Improvement of them, and of 
our Delivery out of them. 
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Although Affliction cometh not forth of the duſt, 
neither doth trouble {pring ont of the ground : 
Tet Max is born unto trouble, as the ſparks fly 

wpward, 


O B's Ftietids, though in the particular Cafe of 
?ob, they were miſtaken, yet they were certainly 
very wiſe, godly and oblerving Men z and many 
of their Sentences were full of excellent and uſe- 

ful truths, agd particularly this Speech of Eliphaz, 
which importeth theſe two uſeful Propoſitiens. 

- 1, That the general ſtate of Man in this World is 4 
fate of Trouble and Afiiction; and it is focommon to 
him, ſo incident to all degrees and conditions of Man- 
kind, that it ſeems almoſt as univerſal, as that natural 
propention in the ſparks to fiy upward : No perſon 
of whatfaever age, ſex, condition, degree, quality,pro- 
ſeſſion, but hath a part in this common ſtate of Man- 


kind ; and although fome ſeem to have a greater por- 
| Þ tion 
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tion of it than others, ſome ſeem to have greater and 
longer viciſſitudes and intermiſſions and allays thereof 
than others, yet none are totally excmpt from it: yes 
it is rare to find any Man, that hath the ordinaty 
extent of the Age of Man, but his Troubles, Croſles, 
Calamities, Aflidtions, have overweighed and exceed- 
ed the meaſure of his Comforts and Contentments in 
this Life, 

2. That yet theſe Afiitions and troubles do neither 
gtow up by a certain regular and conſtant courſe of 
Nature, as Plants and Vegetables do out of the Ground, 
neither are they meer accidental and caſual ; but they 
are ſent, diſpoſed, direfted, and managed by the condyit 
and guidance of the moſt Wiſe Providence of Alm 
- God: and this he proveth in the ſequel of this Chapter, 
And as inall things in Nature the meſt Wiſe God doth 
nothing at random, or at a venture, fo in this part 
of his Providential Diſpenſation towards Mankind, 
ke doth exerciſe the ſame, with excellent Wiſdom, 
and for excellent Ends; even for the very good and 
adyantage of Mankind in general, and particularly of 
thoſe very Perſons that ſeem moſt to ſuffer and be Afi. 
&ed by them : ſometimes to puniſh, ſometimes to cor- 
ref, ſometimes to prevent, ſometimes to heal, ſome 
times to prepare, ſometimes to humble, always to in» 
ſtruR, and teach, and better the Children of Men. 

And indeed, if there were no other end but theſt 
that follow, This ſeeming ſharp Providence of Almighty 
God would be highly juſtified « namely, firſt to keey 
Men Humble and Piſtiplinable. Man is a proud, vai 
Creature; and were that humour conſtantly fed with 
proſperity and ſucceſs, it would ftrangely puff up this 
vain humour: AMidtions and Troubles are the excel- 
ſent and neceffary correQtives of it, and prick this ſwel- 
ling impeſtumation of Pride and Ha htiness, which 
would otherwife render Men intollerable in —— 
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of Aﬀlitions, it 
ind one to ariother. Secoridly, to bring Mankind to 
recognize Almighty God; to ſeek ynto, him, tode, 
upori him: This is the moſt natural] and ſpecia 
effett of Affliftions, Hof. 5. 1 ” Uap their Aftidtions the} 
will ſeck me early. Jonah 1. The rough and fi | 
Mariners in 4 ſtorm , we every one to his God: 
Thirdly, to Tutor and iſcipline the Children of 
Men in this great Leſſon, That their, happineſs lyes 
hot in this World, but in a better; and by this means 
even by the- Croſſes and Vexations and Troubles 6 
this World, and by thelc plain ſenſible docu” 
ments to carry Mankind up ts the End of their Be: 
ngs. God knows thoſe few and little Comforts of 
this Life, notwithſtanding all the Troubles and Croſſ:4 
with which they are interlarded, are apt to keep the 
hearts even of good Men, in teo great love of this 
World. What would become of us; if our whole 
Lives here ſhould be altogether proſperaus and conten= 
ting, without the intermixture of Croſſes and Afi. 
one? But of theſe things more hereafter. .., .. 
Now fince the State of Mankind .in this World is 
for the mioſt part thus Cloudy and Stormy, and that 
ordinarily we can expe& it to be no otherwiſe; there 
e theſe Conſiderations which become every wile and 
$00d = to acquaint himſelf with. 
i. What Preparation is fit to be made by every 
Man before they come. | 
2. How they ate to be received, and entertained, 
and improved, when they come, and while they are 
incumbent. "©, : | 
3. What is the beſt and ſafeſt temper of mind when 
aty of them are removed. 


i. Touching the firſt of theſe, namely, Preparation 


before they come ; and the beſt preparatives ſeem! to 


be thefe : : 
P 2 i, A 
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1, A, right and ſound, convittion and confederation 
of this moſt certain experimental Truth, namely, That 
ro may whatſoever; tiow gopd, juſt, Ki ul wiſe foever, 
cart by any. means expe to he e rempt from gem, but 
wuſthe more or lefs ſubje& to AﬀMiittion, of one kind 
or other,at one time or arſother, in one meafure or ano, 
ther; "for. man is certainly, born' to Trouble, as the 
{parks fly upward, this certain Truth will be 
evident, if we conſider the ſeveral kinds .of AfﬀMliRion 
that” are common to Mankind : and herein. ] ſhall for. 
bear the Inſtances which'concern our Childhood and 
Youth, as ſuch, whichyet op olaging are ſubjed 
to Afiions, that chouph they ſeem not, fych to Meg 
of rifer'ytars, yet are asreal and pungent, and deep 
ly and fenfibly grievous to them, as thoſe that ſeem 
of greater moment to Men of riper years : But I ſhall 
apply tny ſelf to thoſe Inſtances which are more evi. 
dent, andof which thofe that have the exerciſe of their 
reaſon 'may be more. capable. 

Affiliations ſeem to be of two kinds : 1, Such as are 
common Calamities , befalling a Nation , City, or $0- 
ciety of Men: 2. Or more perſonal, that concern } 
Man in his particular. 

1. Touching the former of theſe, namely, Common 
Calamities, fuch are Wars, Devaſtations, Famine 
Peſtilences, ſpreading Contagions, Epidemical Diſeaſes, 
great Conflagrations : experience tells ys,and daily lets 
us ſee, that they zxvolve in their extent the generality 
of Men, zood and bad, juſt and unjuſt, pious and pro- 
fane: and although the gracious God is ſometimes 
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pleaſed, for ends beſt known to himſelf, ſtrangely to Wief 


preſerve and reſcue as it were, ſome out of a common 
Calamity, yet it is that which I do not know how any 
Man can promiſe himſelf, though otherwiſe never fo 
pious and juſt, becauſe 1 find not that any where under 
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the Evangelical diſpenſation God Almighty hath my Proc 
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wiſed t6'ary perſon any ſuch ittimunity ; anLcommon 
Eperletite how us that SodT and bad are oftentimes 
involved mM the * effects and _extremitics of the ſame 
tominon tafamity : and indeed"it” would be lutle leſs 
than a Miracle ,” and ſomewhit above the” ordizary 
courſe of the Almigity's regiment of things, 40 give 
particular ex:mption in futh 'Calgs. Ita Mon receive 
aty ſuch Bleſting from God,” he'is' bound eminently 
t» acknowledpe it as 'a fignal, if not miraculous in- 
teryention of the Divine Mercy; but it is not that which 
i Man can reaſbnably exſyea ; becauſe, although upon 
op and” tnotgentous occafions Almighty Godis plea- 

not only to Five out Mitacles, but even t0 promiſe 
them'alſ6;asitr the juſtifying'df the truth of the.Gotpel, 
in the firſt ppblitarion thereof, yet it is not equal for any 
particular petſyn to ſuppoſe; that for the preſervation 
of a particulir inteteſt of cornicerment, God Almighty 
ſhould be as it'were engaged to put forth.a Miracle or 
little lefs than a Miracle} and i reaſons. hereof are. 

1. Becauſe vnder the Evangelical diſpenſation, the 
Rewards of goodnels, piety, atid obedience are of ano- 
ther kihd, and of a greater moment,namely, Eternal 
happineſs” afid not exemption from Temporal Calami- 
ties; if Almighty God grant ſuck an exemption, it 
of werep fre abundance,not of promiſe. _ It is rrue, 
inder th? 'O!d Covenant with the People of Iſracl, thrir 
Promiſes. were .in great meaſure of temporal henehrs, 
a2 the Adminiſtration of that Church, as' it, was in 
zprear” tmeafare Typical, ſo the Divine Adminiſtration 
ber thetn was very uſually "Miraculous, both in rheir 

ings,” preſetvations and exemptions: And there 
was ſpecial reafon for it 5 for they were to be a Movy- 
mefit to all” mankind, and alſo” to future Ages, of a 
ſpecial and fignal, Divine, Regiment ; - and 6gnſeguent- 
ly the obedient might upon the Account of the, Divine 


fy Promiſe expe Bleilings and Deliveranccs, even m 
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ublick Calamities that might befal the People in ge: 
neral; But we have ng warrant to carry oyer thoſy 
Promiſes of Temporal Benefits and exemptions to the 
obedience under the Goſpel,which as it is founded upon 
note _Coyenant, fo it is furniſhed with better pro 
miſes. 
” 2, Becauſe the beſt of Men in this life, bave ſins « 
ailings enow, to juſtifie the Juſtice of Almighty G 
in expoſing them to temporal Calamitiesz and yet 
his Mercy Goodneſsand Boyn is aljyndancſy mages 
fed in reſerving a reward 4 = far beyond the 
merit of their beſt abedience and dutifulneſs : So that 
Fhough they are expoſed to Temporal calamities, Al 
ighty God till remajns not only a True and Faith, 
ful, but a Liberal and Bountiful Lord unto themin 
| their everlaſting rewards. What are light 
— * Afiitions, and byt for a Moment,in con: 
fon. % 1% pariſon to gneternal weight ofGlory? And 
the latter is the reward of their Obedience under th; 
Goſpel, while the former may be poſſibly the puniſh 
ment of at leaſt correFion for their Sins. _. 
' " And therefore, altho at the interceſſion of Abrahan, 
the Lord was pleaſed to grant a relaxation of the 6 
ſtruion of Sodom, for the ſake of ten Righteous, it 
was an at of his bounty ? and ſo it way when he del- 
yered Lot and his Family : Yet he had not been unjul 
if he had ſwept them away in that copmon tempor 
calamity, becauſe poſſible the ſins of Loe himſelf might 
have' been ſuch, as might have acquitted the juſtic 
of Cod in fo doing: For the higheſt temporal calami 
is not diſproportionate to any one Sin , And alchoup 
he 'were pleaſed in Mercy to ſpare Lot and his tw 
Davghters, yeh neither was he wholly exempted from 
that *great calamity; ſor his Houſe, Goods and 
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Of Affluitions 215 
And upon this conſideration, we have juſt cauſe to blawe 
two ſorts of perſons, namely, 1. The raſh cenſure of 
fome inconliderate perſans, that are too ready to cen- 
fure all ſuch asfall ynder a common calamity, whether 
of Fire, Sword, or Peſtilence as if ſo be they were 
therefore greater ſinners than thoſe that eſcape : the 
error reproyed by our Saviour in the 

inſtance of the Gal:leans, and thoſe up- Jobs 4 - Saga 
on whom the Tower of Siloam fell. mY 

2, The miſtaken apprehenſion of Men concerning them- 
ſelves, that upon an opinion of their own righteoul- 
neſs or deſert, think themſclyes exempted from the 
ſtroke of common calamities, or are ready toaccuſe 
the Divine Juſtice, if they are not delivered from 
them. If they truly conſidered the juſt demerit of any 
fin, and their own fins or failings, they would both 
acknowledge] the Juſtice and Goodneſs of God, if 
he reſerve an Eternal reward of their obedience, 
mouge he expoſe them to the worſt of Temporal 

vi 

2. Concerning Perſona! Ewils, they are of ſeveral 
kinds. 1, Such as befal the Body. 2. Such as befal 
the Eſtate. 3. Such as befal the Name, 4. Such as 
a man's Friends or Relations. - 

1. Touching the firſt of theſe Evils, namely, 
that befal the Body, they are of two kinds; 1. Some 
that are not ſo epidemical or univerſal upon all men ; 
Joc are —_— or pr hurts, Diſeaſes 
pringing from particular complexion or tempe- 
rament of perfons, ſuch as gre hereditary Dilſcaſes, 
diſeaſes incident to certain ages, infeftious diſcaſes ari- 
ſing from contagien, patrefaQion,ill diſpoſition of the 
Air or Waters. 2, Some diſcaſes are incident unto 
every Man in the World, Ifa Man lives to a great 
old age, his very Age isa diſeaſe, and the decay ofna- 
ture heat and moiſture doth in time bring the oldeſt 

P 4 _- Man 
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Man to higendy but if he livenot tothe attainmeſt 
of old age, moſt certainly ' as he meets with © death 
in the concluſion , fo he-meets with ſome difcaſe of 
other that makes way ' for'his diffolution.. ' So'that 
upon the whole account ,-' though this or that mah 
may not - meet with this or 'that particular diſeaſe, 
caſua'ry or diſtemper, that it may be artaques another, 
yet as ipre as he is morta}, ſo ſure ſhall ſome diſeaſe, 
diſtemper, caſualty or weakneſs meet with him, that 
fhall- bring him to the duſt of death. That perſon 
therefore 'that is ſabjet ro the univerſal Edict and 
Law of tleath, is and-muſt be tubje&- ſooner or later 
to thole diſcaſes, ſicknefſes, caſualties'or weakneſſs 
that muſt' maſher in his death and diffolution. And 
although one man may eſcape a chronical diſeafe, anv- 
ther an acute diſeaſe: one' man may eſcape a Conts: 
gion, another a Conſumption; one man may eſcape 
this Difzaſe or caſualty, another rhar, yet moſt certain 
it is that every man ſhall meei| with ſome 9ileaſe, 
ditemper or caſualty that ſhall be ſufficient to diffolre 

his'compoſmion, andut a period to his life. 
2. Conterning affliftions that particularly concern 
a man in his Efate. It is very true that ſome are norte 
afflicte1 in, this kind, than others. - The more Wealth 
any men hath, the mvre 'obnoxiovs to loſſes; and the 
more any man loves wealth, the deeper the afli&ioh 
of this' nature wounds him: And this-is* generally 
true in atl worldly matters whatſoever'; 'the more a 
man's heart is ſet upon it, the deeper and the more 
bitter the crofs or aſflition is therein. *- But though 
aUifions' im this kind: pinch fome 'd6ſer-than others, 
yet there arc very few- that totally eſtape in this 
kind. The poor man reckons it his aMiSion that 
he wants wealth; and the-rich man is rot without 
his afiion either 4n Toſs of it, or the fear of ſuch 
lofes; which create as real a trouble as the loſs it Telft 
Fire 
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Of Afritions. 217 
Fire- and. Shipwrack, Envy and oppreſſion, falſe 
Arruſations, Robbers, a prodigal Heir,or a'falfe Friend, 
thouſands of ſuch like avenves there ate torich men's 
Treaſure; and either they do aQually attatch it, and 
then they cauſe ſorrow; or they do continually me- 
nace'it, and ſo they cauſe fear. Nay ſometimes a rich 
man hath as great an aflition in his not knowing 
where or how todifpoſe of his Wealth, as he hath that 
wants tt. 
'3. Touching affliftion in the Name : Moſt certain- 
ly'of all things in the World, a good name is moſt 
ehly expoſed to the injury of any perſon; a falſe ac- 
lation, or falſe report, an ation or word milinterpre- 
e&, A man hath no ſecurity of his Wealth againſt 
maſions of others ; but he hath much lefs ſecurity 
touching his Name, becauſe itis in keeping of others, 
more than of the Man himſelf; and it is viſible to 
wery man's experience, that he that hath the greateſt 
Name is moſt expoſed to the envy, and therefore tothe 
&traQion and calumniegof others; and he that va» 
lues his name and reputation moſt, is eafteſt blaſted 
7d deeper wounded by a calumny though really falfe, 
thin He that hath little reputation, or that eſteems it 
lphtly. - 
Loathing Friends: There are two things that 
indyce the loſs of friends: 1. That which ſeems 
aſval, yet very common, whereby either friends bes 
cothe enemies, or at leaſt grow into neglect ; which 
vlometimes done by miſrepreſentations, falſe reports; 
by prevalence of factions, by differences inmatrers of 
ntereſt, by the declination of a man's condition. 2. 
That which is certain z Death takes away a man's 
friends and relations from him, or him from them; 
the more friends and relations any man hath, the more 
bffes of them or in them, he ſhall neceſſarily have 


ppon 'this account : becauſe every one of them is 
, ſub- 
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, ſubje& to all thoſe(caſualties,that any one ofthem is ſul 
je to, whether in eſtate,name,body,or death, and cot. 
ſequently, the more friends and relations , the more 
croſſes, and calamities; for all the croſſes and loſt 
that befal any of my friends are communicated by ae, 
and- in a manner made mine ; and the greater my 
number of friends and relations are, the more loſs 
ofthem and in them I am ſubje& to; for every one 
them is ſubjeft to the ſame calamities with my ſell 
which come in effe& mine by participation. - & 
that the more friends and relations I haye, and the 
dearer and nearer they are, the more croſſes I hay, 
by participating theirs : and every bitter Arrow that 
wounds any of them, glanceth upon me, and make 
my wounds the more, by how much the more friend 
and relations I have; and makes them the deeper, 
by how much the nearer and dearer thoſe friend 
or relationsareto me. It is true, that in a multitude 
of good and dear friends and relations there is a con- 
munication of more comforts ; but ſince generally the 
Scene of every man's life is fuller of crefles than com, 
forts, troubles and aflitions of my many friends «« 
relations out-ballance and over-weigh thoſe comforts 
And theſe croſſes and afflitions in Body , Eſtate, 
Name, and Friends, though poſhbly they may net 
all come together, or in their perfe&ion, at one time, 
upon any one man z yet as no man is exempt fron 
any of them at any time by any ſpecial pti 
viledge, {os ſometimes they haye faln in toge 
ther in their perfe&ion, even upon ſome of the bel 
men that we read of; Witneſs that great and is 
nal Example of Fob, who at one time ſuffered 
loſs of all his Children, of all his Servants, of al 
his Goods, of his great and honourable eſteem + 
mong men, of his health ; and beſides all this, ky 
under ſevere afflitions in his mind, and under th 
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joputation of an Hypocxite with his beſt and judicious 


. Upon all this that hath been ſaid, 3 man may, and 

pon evident reaſon and experience, aught to conclude, 
[hat even the moſt ſincere Piety and Integrity of Heart 
and Life cannot gue any man any exemption or priviledge 

Afﬀuions of ſome, or indeed of any kind. 

And this Conſideration alone is ſufficient. 1. To (i 
kence and quiet that murmuring and unquiet, and 
proud: DNiſtemper that often arileth in the minds of 
men themſelyes ; that are ready to think them- 
ves much injured if they fall under the Calamities 
pcident to Mankind: whereas the Juſt and Wiſe God 

er gave .any promile, or priviledge, or exemption 
= External Calamities and Troubles to thoſe whom 
et he owns as his Children, 2. This confideration 
ſufficient to quiet the minds of Perſons thus Aided 
againſt the common Temptation, which is apt to ariſe 

on this occaſion , as if they were hated or forſaken 
of God becauſe ſorely afflited : Whereas moſt cer- 
tainly the favour or lave of God isnot to be meaſu- 
jo. ply by Externals; but rather the _ 

pel teacheth us a quite contrary leſſon, + 1% 

namely, That God &. pleaſed to chaſten thoſe whom 


he loveth beſt. 43. This conſideration is ſufficient to 


Ks ap Hur ym pac abrcr . ard is ps many, who 
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na or place to be more ſinful than o- 48. 26-4. 
thers, . becauſe wa Surur Fagps it may be, than others. 


This. was the unc c, and indegd unreaſonable 


our of Fob's Friends of old, and of at this 
time in xefergnce both to publick and i vil 


tations. 

2. The ſecond good Preparative againft Afli&ion 
þ a frequent praRical Suppoſitzon, wherewith we are 
to entertain ovr ſelyes, even in the time of our gence? 

roſpe- 
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Proſperity; That rhe caſe may, and probably will be 
tered with us; and 1o caſt our ſelves as it. were tht 
the mold of an afflifted ition, For inſtance 
I am now in health what if' I were now to enttt 
into the'valley of the ſhadow of death, into: ſome aryte 
or painfuf, 'or deſperate” diſeaſe; how am 1 fits 
with patience, reſignation 'of my ſelf into the hand 
of God, contempt of the World ? for ſuch an eſtate 
as this | muſt: 'come to ſooner or later ; how ſhall 
bear or carty tny ſelf in it, of under it, were* it tivy 
upon me? 1 have now a plentiful Eftate,, -externi 
affluence « what if at this moment, I were bereft's 


all ; cither by Fire or -Deptedation, how n—_ 


mind fitted with humility” and patience -to-f 

to a poor, ſtraight, wanting condition ? I have nov 
a good Husband, Wife, Children, many Friends that 
eſteem me and are faithful to 'me; what if Gd 
Thould in'a moment deprive-me'vf all theſe? what 
4f my deareſt Friends ſhoyld berome my bittereſt Ene. 
mes, how ſhovld I bear my TeF otider theſe Change? 
Þ have * great Name atd Eſteem in the World ; what 
if in a moment, a black dond'of Infamy and Scot 
and Reprogach' was drawh yer tr, and that” Iſhoilf 
become 2 {rotn and reproach, th Fob 30. $. artionp 
Children of 'Fodls? yea Chilften' of "baſe men vile 
thah the-edtth, How 'WErE'T Mtted with hufili 
and evennchh of mind to'r6omport with ſich a'th 
tion, till itpl&afeth God*by his Proyidetice" arid ms. 
nifeftation' of wiy Irihocenth, if he*think fit; 'to ſeat. 
ter this -blath Cloud of Catominy and Reproich, a 
Tot, yer 'quietly vnder It” to” enjoy the 'teltith 
of a pood Conſcience and ny own” Tntegrity? 
Theſe and the like Agpticipations of troubled 
and afflited - conditions,* 'wquld habirnafe ' and fit 
our minds 't9-'bear them,” fufnifh us wit h ſaitable 
tempers for' them; render ' them eafie ro vs my 
they 
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they come; - and keep our $Squls in a<dueſtate of mo- 
eration and watchfulne(s hefore they. come: As the 
goed Martyr Zzlwey before his Martrydom, by often 
putting, his Finger into the Candle made the Flames, 
which he was after to endure, more familiar and tolle- 


E, 
3+ The third Preparative againſt Afition-and cala- 
ftitous ſeaſons, is to reaſer our ſelves off from over-much 
love and valuation of the World, and the beſt things it 
afords. - Phileſopby hath made ſome ſhort Eſſay in 
this buſineſs; but the Dodrine of the Goſpel hath gi- 
en us far more noble and effeQual Topicks and Ar- 
guments, than any Philoſophy ever cid or can: 1. By 
ing us a plain and clear eſtimate and valuation of 
Hh World and all that feems moſt yaluable in it; 
but. this is not all, but 2. By ſhewing us plainly and 
early a more valuable certain and durable eſtate 
iter Death, and a way of attaining it, with much 
more eaſe and Contentation, than we can attain the 
moſt ſplendid temporals of this World. Certain it 
s, that the weight and ftreſs of Aflitions and Crofles 
les not ſo much in the things themſelves which we 
fuffer in them or by them, as in that overvaluation 
that we put upon thoſe conveniencies which Afliaions 
at Croſſes deprive us of, When News was brought 
tothat noble Roman of the Death of his Son, it was 
a great pitch of Patience that even the Moral con- 
ideration wrought in him, Novi me genuiſſe mortalem 5, 
though perchance, it was not without a mixture of 
Ftoical vain-Glory. We ſet too great avalue upon our 
Health, our Wealth, our Reputation ; and that makes 
us unable to bear, with that evenneſs and content- 
edneſs of mind, the loſs of them, by Sickneſs, Po- 
rerty, Reproach. We ſet too great a rate upon our 
temporal Life here, becauſe we ſct too great a rate upon 
this World, to the enjoyment. whereof this Lifc here 
is 
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is accomeriodated arid propertiingd : and that makes uf Jllut 
ſear Death, not orily as the ruine of Nature, but a fbca 
that which puts a Period to all bur Comforts: Where feaul 
as had we but Faith enough to believe the Evanpeli fie 
Gal Triiths, touching our future Happineſs, it would wal 
make us not deſire Death, becauſe we might in the tins «as: 
of this Life ſecure utito but ſelves that great and one fierce 
thing neceſſary; and it would mike vs not to feat ence 
Death, becauſe we ſee a greater fruition ts be enjoy: the! 
ed aftet it, than all the Glory of this preſent World Jiits 
caf yield. | | IT 
4. The next Prepatative againſt AMiCtions is to ket $ſe | 
Piety, Innocence, atid a Good Conſcience before it comes UM: 
As Sin is the ſting of Death; fo it is the ting of AfMiai Nd © 
on; and that which indeed gives the greateſt bitter: Jkalt 
neſs and ftrength unto AMittion: arid the reaſons Icom 
this, becauſe it weakens and diſables that part in Man, $4 
which muſt bear arid ſupport it. This is that whidi Jtime 
the Wiſe Man obſerves, Prov. 18. 14. The Spirits $8an 
= man will ſuſtain bis Infirmities ; but a woitded Spit (yu 
who can bear # which is nd more than this ; It is th BY # 
Mind and Spirit of Man tightly Principled, that doth aww 
; bear and catry a Man through thoſe difficulties and Yar; 
Aflitions and Infirmities, brider which he is ; but if fſthat 
that Spirit or Mind which ſtiould catry and beat fftetn 
thoſe evils; be hurt or wounded, or faint or infirm; tome 
what is there leſt in a Manto bear that which {hdeef I h 
mma out ſupport? Itinocence and a good Con JAM 
cience keeps the Mind and Spirit of a Man in courage I" | 
and confidence: and indeed it hath an influence and 
ſuffrage and atteſtation and ſupport from the God of Jud. 
Heaven, to whom a good Conſcience can with an hum | A 
ble confidence appeal, as Hez.ckiah did under a great 
Afidion,1ſa.38. and this accels to Aaigicy God doth yas 
give new ſupplies, ſuccours. and ſtrength to the Soul; ſite 
ts bear it up under yery great and preſſing — ingy 
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of flut bn the other ſide, Sin doth diſable the Soul to 
-a [dear affliftion till it be threughly Repented of. 1. Be- 
6 Lauſe it doth in a great meature, emaſculate and wea- 
eff. ev the Spirit of a Man, makes it poor, cowardly and 
old Stable to bear it ſelf up under the preſſure of AMiQi- 
a. 2: It doth in a great meaſure obſtrut the in- 
tercourſe between God and the Soul, and that influ- 
ece that might and would otherwiſe be derived to 
theSpirit or Mind of a Man by the God of the ſpi- 
tits of all fleſh. 

Therefore the beſt preparative againſt AMidion is, 
a bave the Soul as clear as may be from the guilt of 
Wm: 1. ya innocent and watchful life in the time 
o our Proſperity, beforc Afiion attach us : 2. Or at 
kaſt, By 4 pee, ſimcere, and bearty Repentance for Sin 
committed ; and this Repentance to be ſpeedy, before 
Miftion come: For although it is true that many 
tines AfiRtion is the Meſſenger of God to awaken a 
: {fnner to Repentance, and that Repentance is accepted 
p Merciful God, yet that Repentance is moſt kind- 
the Bly and eaſily, and renders AMiRtions leſs difficult and 

& Ni » Which prevents AfMiction, and performs 
nj Segreat end and uſe of AMiction before it comes. He 
; i tat hath a Soul cleanſed by Faith and Repentance 
ext {ſtein the guilt of Sin, before the —_—_— of Aion 

wmes vpon him, hath but one work to do, namely, to 
imſelf with Patience to undergo the ſhock of 
on: But he that defers his Repentance, cill dri- 
it by Affliction, his work is more difficult, be- 
it is double, namely, 'to begin his Repentance, 
to bear his Aﬀfiittion, 
nd becauſe in many things we offend all, and the 
2at beſt have their failings and fins of daily incurſions, 4 
th [ae reviſmg examining of our own failings, and 
ul! kaewing of our Repentance for our daily faults is of 
Ifngular vſe to render Afiidtions eafie, becauſe repen- 
: tance 
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tance cleanfeth 'the Soul, and renders a man'-in-Gad 

acce{tation asf he had not offended. Tr” 
5. Thenext Preparative againſt aſflition is to gainflunl 

an Humble Afind. When Affliction meets with a proulff 

heart, full of Opinion of its own worth and gaodnel 

there arifeth more trouble, and tumult, and diſordenlys 

and diſcompoſure in the conteſt of fuch a heart agai 

the Afflition, than poſſibly can ariſe from rhe AMigi 

itſelf; and the ftrugling of that diftemper of pri 

with the Aion galls and intangles the mind g 

than the ſeveret Aﬀiction, and renders a nan we 

u unfit for it and unable to bear it. 

14: 15+2%* Prophet deſcribes it, her Sons at the he 

of every ftrect were like a wild Bull in a net. Butt 

the other fide an humble, lowly mind, is calz and /puloa 

tient, and falls with caſe upon ani afflited condition 

for thetruth is, the great evil of ſuffering is not! 

much in the thing a man ſuffers, as in the mind: 

temper of ſpirit of the man that meets with it ; an hun 

ble mind isa mitid rightly prepared with the greet 

facility to receive the ſhock of any Afflidtion, 

a mind is already as low as Afﬀfi&ion can ordin; 

{ct it. 

And certainly, if any man conſider aright, he h 

many important cauſes to keep bis Mind always 

1. In reſpe& of Almighty God, the great and glori 

King of Heaven and Earth, whom if a man contempl 

he will put his mouth in the duft, acknowledge hin 

to be but a poor worm, and therefore unworthy 

diſpute the Divine Diſpenſations , Providences,. 

Permiſſions. 2, In reſpe& of himſelf. He that & 

fiders aright himſelf, his ſins and failings and cormpyami 

tions, will have cauſe enough to humble himſelf, auact 

reckon that he is juſtly obnoxious to the ſevereſt croſevne 

ſes and aflitions. Why doth the Irving max complant® 


a man for the puniſhment of his ſin ? Lam. 3. 39» 
mcg 
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nough that the AMiRion extends not yet ſo far 

Ss kis.life; -a living Man to complain, carries a repre- 
anenGon in it ſelf of/ the complaint. piUh 

*& Another moſt ſingular preparation againſt AfMi- 

is a ſteady reſolved Reſiondationof a Mar: ſelf rs 


will and good pleaſure ghty God , and that 
rounds of the ark. 0 imaginable. For 
pItis a moſt Sovereign Will; for bis Will muſt be 


xe whether we will- or not: therefore it is the high- 

ce of folly imagimable to conteſt with him, that 

not , cannot, 'may not be controlled. | It is: true 

ave commiſkon te pray to him , to deliver vs from 

but when we have ſo done, we muſt withal deſire 

t apr His Will may be done; this pattern the: Sen of 
'puWod hath given us, Marth. 26. 39. Father, if it be'poſ- 
one, ler this cup paſs from me , yet not my will bat thy 
be done, Willingly therefore ſubmit to that will 

th whether thou wilt or no, thou muſt, thou ſhale 

: for hiswill isthe moſ'Soveraign will, the will 

lhe abſolute Monarch of Heaven and Earth. 2: As 
the moſt Sovereign Will, ſo it is the moſt: Wiſe 

ll; what he wills he wills not ſimply pro 1mwperio , 

is will is founded upon'and direfted by a moſt/In- 
Wiſdom: and fince thou canft not, upon any: 

able account, judge thy will wiſer than his, it 
neFomes thee to reſolve thy poor, narrow, iriconfide- 
ee will, in the Will of the moſt Wiſe God. 3; As 
Ws a moſt wiſe will , ſo the Will of Cod is moſt cer- 
Wy the moſt Beneficent and. Beſt Will, What rea- 
thou to ſuſpe& the beneficence of his wilt, 

will alone gave thee thy being , that he might 
Mmmunicate his Goodnefs to that being of thine; 
ich he freely gave thee ? It is truce, it may be thow 
not ſee the reaſon, the end, the uſe of his Diſpen- 
wiſpiens, yet be content with'an Implicir Submiſſion to 
_agn thy felf up to his difpoſal, V reſt affured it ſhall 


\ 


be 


— 
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be beſt for thee,” though thou yet canſt not.underſtia 
what-it means. If he hath given thee & Heart towllth 
"ſign up thy will unto his, be t he will new 
miſlead thee, nor give thee cauſe to repent of truſt 
him. It was a noble pitch of 2 Heathen's mind, nan 1 


ly, Epidterws, Enchirid. cap 83. In quovis incepto | 
tanda ſunt ; Duc ” 0 7, & tus fatum, eo que. 

4 vobus deftinatus \, enim alacriter : quod n 
CF smpr pargs {ure vigor em eg Whi T 
thus Engliſhed : *<© In every enterprize this oug 
« to be eur Prayer Guide me, O God, and thoy 
< yine Providence according to thine own appoint 

<« | willwith chearfulneſs fellow: which, if I ſhallk 
<«cline to do, I ſhall be an undutiſul man, and 
« ſhall nevertheleſs follow thy appointment, whet 
« will or not. But Chriſtians have learned a Realiſt. 
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 » of a nobler deſcent, namely, That all things ſhall waliht 


rogetber for. good, to thoſe that love God; Rom. 83,3 a't 

and certainly there can be no greater evidence [ of 

; love to him] than to make the Will of God the guilt 

rule and meaſure of thine own. = |. 
7. I ſhall conclude with that great Preparative, whilitten 

is indeed the completion of all that is before ſaid, 

in a few words includes all, Labour to get thy 7 

with God, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord : when 

is once Attained, thou art ſet above the love of thi 

World, and the fear of aflitions, becauſe thou lilies 

the aſſurance of a greater Treaſure than this Worlda wen 

give, or take away ; a Kingdom that cannot be money || 

'. Heb. 12: 28. a hope and moſt aſſured expedtation t 

is above the region of afflitions, and that renders Wh 

greateſt and ſoreſt afflitions, as they are, namely ligiire 

and momentany : And yet becauſe thou art norwilliffy 7 

ſanding this glorious expeRation, yet in this lowll 

region, and ſubjeR to paſhons and perturbations, uh 

fears, the merciful God hath engaged his ou | 


u 


*£7 
17 
v;9 


Of Aﬀiit#ions, . 227 
ITED = 
to carry thee throug is M- 
6 by Grace and Mercy : The ſtrokes ht receiy- 
ar irecicher manabed and directed, or at leaſt govern. 
bo i ordered by him that is thy Fa- Plum. 
f __ that in very love and faithful- "19+ 75e 
doth cotre& thee ; that hath a heart of compaſſion 
ad love to thee, even | when he ſeems in his Providen-' 
to frown upon the&; that while thou art under them, 
W make them work rogether for thy good, and that 
| never take from thee thofe Everlaſting Mercies 
th are thy portion ; "that hath all thy afflidions, 
wolſes, troubles, whatever they are or may be under 
3a th infallible conduR of his own Wiſdom and Power ; ; 
fad that as on the one fide he will never ſuffer thee 
afflitted beyond what he gives 
tice + prace to bear and improve, fo 
Ja the other hand will fo manage, order and govern 
fly light afflictions, which arc here but for & moment; 
lt in the end, they ſhall be a means to | ._ 
oo thee a far mo ceeding and ©c- 7: 4.17: 
| weight of Gl If therefore thou wouldeſt be 
dly armed againſt afflitions, and prepared yithi 
a ſe and comfort to bear them, ' this one thing necef- 
tligry- is ſufficient to render thee ſuch, and to fit thee 
they all with all thofe advantageous helps before men- 
| J* d, which will neceflarily follow upon this attain- 


I-11. Secondly, I come to the ſecond general,namely, 
thw Aflictions incumbent upon us are to be recevved, en- 
and improved; and this will be in a great mea- 
lied by what hath been before faid they come; 
| a mind ſo prepared and habituated; wilt be fuffi- 
ntly qualifed.t to receive and entertain them as be- 
a good man and a good Chriſtian, » Neverthie= 

+ fomerhing — in order to the beari 


. 
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and improving-of aſfliftiens while they are incumbent 
upen us; anfghey are theſe ; 144] 
1. It becomes a man under afflitions in the fir 
place to have a very diligent, frequent, attentive and 
right conſider ation concerning Almighty God, that he is 
of infinite Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, Mercy and 
Goodneſs ; That he hates not any thing thathe hath 
made, ' but hath a great love and beneficence to all hi 
eatures;. that he deſigns their good and benefit,even 
i8hoſe diſpenſations that ſeems moſt ſharp and ſevere; 
that if he had not a good will to his Creatures, he 
would never have done ſo much for them as-he hath 
done : that whileſt he exerciſeth diſcipline to the chib 
dren of men,it is evident they are under his care : that 
oftentimes there is 8 greater f{ereriry of the Divinedit 
pleaſure, in his leaving mankind to themfelves, than 
. In exerciſing them with afflitions: and that he equal 
ly- diſcovers the love and care of a Father in his cop 


regions, as ( well as) in his more pleaſing adainþ 


ons. | 
'*2; And farther, that affifdggns rile not out of the 
duſt, but are ſent and managed Vy the wiſe diſpofition 
and xegiment of Almighty God ; it is his Provideng 
that ſends them, that meaſures out their kind, weight, 
continuance ; and that they arealways, as ſhs 
nated by him, ſo under the condua of his Power, Wik 
dom and Goadneſs, and never-exceed the line and 
mits of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs; if he bid 
them go, they go; »if he bids them return, they re 
turn ; if he-commands the moſt tumultuous ſtorms 
afflitions, peace, be ſtill, there will be a calm. As m 
kind is never out of the reach of his power to.afflit and 
coxrett, ſo it is'never our of the reach of his power 
relieve and recover. | 5 
- 3+ That' as no man hach an exemption: from at 
Qions, ſo-it is moſt evident that.cyen. che beſt of -men id 
| viſited 
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with them, and it 1s but need ld; for where 
_ is the worſe by —_— (recs hr wo the 
'for want of them, and as the better by 
3 and the wiſe and. atoms that knows 
wrframe, better than we our ſelves, doth for the moſt 
art in very faithfulneſs aflit us. The egreſles of the 
ine Counſels have eves in them: 4: complication of 
xcellent ends, even in afflitions themſelves ; they arc 
of Juſtice oftentimes to puniſh, and of Mercy ta 
t diftempers and to heal them, and-this is that 
\which our Bleſſed Lord bequeathed unto his own 
ple, In the World ye. ſhall have tribnlation, Job. 16. - 
33- {o that a good man may have as great cauſeto ſuſ- 
t his own integrity in the abſence of them, as in the 
tering under them. * | 
+4- That all the Divine Diſpenſations of comforts,or 
aolſes are ſo far beneficial or burtful as they are received 
ed: Comforts, if they make us thankful, ſober, 
fal-, they become bleſſings; if they make us 
woud, inſolent, ſecure, forgetful, they, become judg- 
nents: AMictions, if they are received with homiliey, 
mtience, repentance and turning to God, they are 
tleffings 3 if they are received with murmuring, impa- 
;e, incorrigiblenels; they become judges, and a 
erunner of greater ſeycrity. 
. Fhe conſequences of all theſe Conſiderations do# 
wdently lead us unta theſe Duties, when-ever weare 
the preſſure of Aﬀition : 
wy profes with all Hamility, us reached out 
us from the hand, or Permiſſion at leaſt of AL 
God. There-were a ſort of Philoſophers that. . 
it a vertue..16; put on a reſolved contempt of 
&s and affligigns;,/ not to: be moved at all with: 
(but to bear:them witha ſtout pathy : this is not 
temper that-becomes 8 Chriſtian . it is all ofe, as- 
a Child ſhould reſolve to receive the correAtions [ot 
Ti * Q 3 : 
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his Father ]- with a tubborn reſolution not to,care fy | * 
them, »or to be affeted with them : ſuch a ſtubbors F 
neſs under affliction renders it unuſeful to its end, 
commonly- provokes the great Lord and Father of | 
rits torally to rejet ſuch a mind, or to maſter it with 
ſharper and 'ſeverer and multiplied aflitions, ti 
yield, and tilt that oncircumeiſed Heart be humbled 1 
and except of the puniſhment of its iniquity, Lev.26 


41 | | 
'2, To receive it with Patience and ſubjedion of F' 
mind ; and without either conteſting with Almi 
God, charging his Providence with errour or injuftic 
or ſwelling and torming again the afflition, or the 
Divine Diſpenſation that ſends it : This hath two is 
gular ts ; firſt, it renders the affliction it 
mate ealie and tolerable; ſecondly,it is one of the ra | 
dieſt ways to ſhorten or abate it : For as yielding dF 
humble ſubmiſſion to the hand of God, ſo patient 
and ſabmiſſion of Will to the Divine diſpenſation ar ba 
two of the great ends and buſineſs of afflition, whit 
when attained by it, it hath performed a great parte ſat 
its errand for which it was ſent. Sie Py 4” 
3. To return unto God that affliteth or permittethit} ®#* 
Afflitionggpifſeth its end and uſe when it drives a nw £ 
from his Od, either to evil or unlawful means, or wH}* 
ſhift and hide himfelf,or keep at adiſtance from him;awd 
as it lgſeth its end, ſo it is contrary to its natural eff 
atleaſt where it meets with a nature of any yr tank 
ing or ingenuify. In their afflifiron they will ſeek me ell 
ly, Hef. 5. 15. God Almighty 'fends affliftions 1 
mefſengers to call home wandring Souls; and if ar 
will ſhift away, get farther off, 'and eftrange hin 
more from him that ftrikes him , he-will either fe 
more importunate meffengers, aMiQtions of #'greitt]Y® 
magnitude, to call and fetch him as want and family > 
did the yourig Prodigal in the Goſpel ; or, whit r- ls 
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worſe, let him go witidut farther ſecking him: 
cas.the man that by affliction, as it were at the 
feſt call, comes home to God, or gets nearer to him, 
r the moſt part prevents ſeverer monitors, and ren- 
ers his ſuffering more ſhort, or. at leaſt more caſfie, by 
ing near to God the fountain of peace and deli- 


Find if the afflifiion befalls ſuch a man that hathnot 


eſtranged himſelf from Almighty God, nor departed 
\ | fo him in any greater offences or backſlidings, yet 
i | MiRion is not without its end or uſe, even to ſuch a 
, Thou haſt walked cloſely in the duties towards 
haſt depended upon him, approved thy ſelf in 
fight; yet is it not poſſible that thy faith, induſtry, 
dience, dependance may be more, more conftant, 
res | more firm ? If it may be; as ſure it may be, then thoogh 
| yauy ſolicit not thy return to him from whomgthou 
ns | uſt not departed, yet it ſolicits thy improvement. 
am{[;'4 To PraywnoGed: and this the moſt natural ef- 
40 6 of affliion, eſpecially if it be ſevere and eminent. 
th the Storm the Sailers call every one upon his God; 
"Jad the reaſon is,gbecauſe in ſuch a ſeaſon, a man's 
+ 1999 ſhifts, the help and advice and aſſiſtance of friends, 
ad other humane confidenee appear too weak and in- 
cual ; and therefore the man -is driven to that 
af Mich indeed is the www magnem ; namely , invoca- 
-a2en of Almighty God, for help, ſupport and comfort. 
38.is therfore a ſign of a deſperate mind that will not 
ae .,unto God in prayer, at leaft when affligtions 
Wind him. And although a man be not of the num- 
Ser of thoſe that reſtrain prayer before God, yet affls 
is naturally will make the prayer of ſuch a man 
| carneſt,fervent,conſtant ; it ſets an edge and adds 
8 tothe prayers of a praying man. 
| +5+. To. 4 Depend Truft upon God, both for ſupport un- 
6&5, and ſeaſonable dfliycrance from afflitions. Keep 
"- Qs | thy 
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thy recumbence upon' -and mercy 

under the blackeſt night Afidtions: Though be w 
ae , yet will I rraft in bim: Fob 14-15. and with Dy” "+ 
wvidl (Pſal. 23. 4.) even in the Ry of the ſhadl in 
pf death to reft upon his Rod 'and his Staff: Ani 


though it becomes the beſt of Men to: have a yielding 


and a ſoft Spirit under the Afliting hand of God, yaw 
be careful to bear up thy ſelf under the Power andhime 
Goadneſs of God from fainting and deſpondence. ' »  fom 

6. To be Thankful unto God under Affliction , "nl I the 
that upon very great and important motives. 1. Thank 
ful that they are no worſe or greater: Thou haſt 
fes, but yet haft thou loft all at once? Fob did ;, oni 
thou haft leſt all externals, yet haft thou not ſomethin 
thou yalueſt more 'than all, namely, innocence, 
with God and thy own Conſcience? 2. Thankkm 
that God Almighty rather chooſeth to afflit thee, | * 
than to forſake thee. As long as Almighty God is ples ff nam 
ſed to afflit thee it js plain thon art under his diſcs 
pling, his care; no Man's condition is deſparate 
long as the Phyſician continues his adminiſtration) 1 
nor is any Man whelly forſaken of God, nor paſt tk 
care, ſo long as he is under AﬀfliQtion: for it is a mY & 
dicine that without thy owh\ default will either , 
or better thee. 4. Thankful that God hath been ples 
ſed to. diſcover ſa much of his mind and deſign and 
affeftions towards mankind in his Word, as to aſſu 
vs that-the meaſure of his love towards, or diſpleaſul 
againſt the children of men, is not tobe taken by'ext 
nal proſperity or adverſity; But on the contrary , WIWi 
bear.up our Souls under the preflures of Afﬀflidtions, 6 
ſures us that-they are the effects for the moſt part 
bis fatherly love and care rather than of his heavy dibI#x 
pleaſure; that they may indeed ſometimes be ſym 
toms of his anger, but not of his hatred; they may be 
for corrections, but not for confliſion ion; he may = 

t 


7 _ Few. «nn; 
_aoparntrons his Children and reſolves 
| » VE, : 4 


2. To put vs upon a due ſearch and' Examination of 
ww Hearts andWays. Certainly there is not the beſt 
In living , but upon a ſtrik"and impartial ſearch of 
mlielf may find fuel for Aﬀfliation; -demerit enough 

x deſerve it 5 ſomewhat amiſs that requires amend. 
nent; ſome corruptions growing into exorbitaney; 
/ I ſome errours., that ſtand in need of Phyfick to cleanſe 
them; ſome budding diſorders, that ftand inneed of a 

| mo to prevent them. It is the great buſineſs'of 
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iRion, the great meſſage that it brings from God 
"man, is toſearchout and ſee what is amiſs, what is 
XC and to ranſack oor Souls and Hearts and 


AX = 


ves, and ſearch whether there þe not ſomething of- 
to-Gad. 

»>8. To put aman to a double Daty upon this ſearch; 

umely, if upon an impartial fcrutiny, thou find thy 

ſcience clear from great and waſting Sins , - humbly 


- 
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[ oy God for his grace, that hath preſerved thee from 
on; | the great tranſgreſſon ; but yet humble thy ſelf for thy 
of daily incurſion, for thy fins of omiſſion, for thy 
wldneſs in thy devotions , for thy want of vigilance 
thy paſſions, for thy negled of opportunities of 

| fving good. As thou haſt matter of thankfulneſs, for 
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{i daping thoſe'greater and waſting figs, which others 
@mmit; yet" thou haſt matter\. of Humiliation and 
Repentance , for thoſe fins that are of a lefſer magnt- 
en_dc , whereunto thy daily inadvertence and humane 
Willy renders thee hable, and'to ſet a trier watch 
| { jon thy ſelf even m reference'to theſe. Again , 'on 
other fide, if upon ſearch , 'thou find thy ſelf guilty 

any greater ſin, which hath not been repented for, 

bi thy aflition brings likewiſe a dowble meſſage unto thee : - 
br ſt, a on a and RN for thy 
feat tran ; | a , with a per- 

ole} * | | fe 
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fea reſolution of amendment : and 2 of 
titude and Thankfulneſs to God, that ſent of 
of afflition to awaken thee to repent; 
hn wager of Ke green thenea affurance 
on an ivenels gpon thy repentance , 
wi ,. through the all-ſufficient Sacrifice. 
Chriſt Jeſus. $0 that whatſoever perſon aMiai 
meets with, it brings with it a. uſeful and profitahb 
meſſage from Heaven : 1f it meet with a perſon undefg.c 
the guilt of ſome great unrepented (in, it brings hnllg.. 
an errand of Humiliation, Repentance, Amendnaxll;; 
and Thankfulneſs: if it meet with a good man, fwd... 
2 man, as fob, who had the witneſs of God in hinle{Þ$.; 
thathe was a perfe& man, and an upright, yet it bring 
him alſo a meſſage of the like nature, a meſſage She. 
Gratitude to that God, that hath preſeryed him frall$.; 
-the great tranſgreſſion ; a meſſage of Humiliation all 
Repentance for his often failings and offences; a me 
fage of advice to proceed with greater Vigilance, 
to a farther degree of Chriſtian Perfeion in the what. 
courſe of his life. , - 
9, To wean 4 man from the love of the World, a ar t 
to carry. up the thoughts and hopes and deſires to thitffigge 
'"Countrey whercunto we are appointed... If all things 
went well even with good men in this life, they would 
be building Tabernacles here, and ſet up their reſt alla. 
hopes on this Me Forden, as the Rubenites did in thei, 
Country of Baſhan, when they found it rich and fruwb 
ful. . God Almighty therefore in mercy makes. thi, 
World unpleaſing to good men by afflition, that thallk 
may {ct the leſs value upon it, and fix their hopes anda, 
deſires and endeavours for that City which is above. la 
_ + This is the voice of the Rod and of Him that hawk 1 
appointed it, which every wile man. ought to hear andildy « 
anſwer with all Obedience, Submiſhon | By 


and. thankfablige. 
neſs, And when mm —_ this ci 
? | ; -< 


of Aﬀflittions. =,» 35 
| buſineſs is in a, great meaſure' ended ; and for the 
Wok part it is thereupon eaſed or removed. - 
= Above all' the Tempretions that befall Good men in 
ors , this commonly is that which doth moſt 
Aifeatly prevail,” and doth them the moſt hurt, name- 
- thy. Neon upon a diligent ſcarch'they find their Con- 
Wifences clear from any great offences, they are too apt 
= magnific their own Integrity , to expoſtulate 
Elzſonablencſs and juſtice of the divine dealing wi 
dim, to complain of hard uſage from him. This 
ys fob's fault, and is too apt to be rhe faultof good 
, | wn, though neither equal to him in their perfeQions 
SI flitions : which courſe nevertheleſs is, 1. Very 
pjuſt and Unreaſonable ; for the beft of men' have 
"#8 enough to juſtific the Juſtice of God in his ſevereſt 
Sikling with them ; and Corruptions enough to grow 
Jno greater enormities , which although they per- 
Witance. ſee not, yet the All-knowing God ſees, and 
Is mercy and with wiſdom prevents, by the Corro- 
ike and Catharticks of Aﬀition ; inſomuch that 
yen that good man, when Almighty God opened his 
a= tt 200 
*Sar to diſcipline, ſaw and acknowledged, and there- 
ike abhorred himſelf in duſt and aſhes, 2. As it is 
mly unjuſt, ſo it is extreamly fooliſh and vain : 
TE as it is not the way to remove the affliftion, ſo 
Mitten God is pleaſed to remove it in mercy and com- 
Son, it makes a man juſtly aſhamed upon his deli- 
ance, of that folly and petifhneſs that he ſhewed 
Ter his aſfliftion againſt Almighty God, who even 
gaen had — of mercy and deliverance for him. 
W3nd this very Confideration had been enough to have 
Jnde Fob's deliverance yet foll of trouble and ſhame, 
| 6 'his frowardnefſs in his affliction, unleſs the i- 
I God in a ſtrange condeſcenſion of g and 
nentleneſs had prevented it, by giving ſo great a ſuf- 
ge unto his \integrify, and covering the errors and 
wh ** paſſionate 


” excurſi Ce Riatio 
10nate. ons-of. his. affliction, as:a Father dakll. 
ppt follies of his Child, but an indulge; 
commendation, Te bave not - of me the thing uall%” 
i right, a4 my Jervant job, Jobr 42. 7, _ wig 
And thus far for the carri thad becomes us wt * 
have under affliftion,, and our due improvement of 
'to the ends for which Almighty God ſends it : bl 
which Almighty God receives the Honour of his &*" 
veraignty, his Juſtice, his Goodneſs, his Wiſdom, by a 
Truth and man receives the Benefit of Prevential% 
from Sin, Deliverance out of it, Improvement of ky” 
Graces, Perfe&ting of his Soul, and Advancement, oF: 
his Glory, through the Mercy of God,and his Bleſia | 
upon this bitter cup, the cup of afflition, 7 
1IT. I come to the third General Conſideration, nam 
ly, that. temper and diſpoſition of mind that becomgſ%* 
us to have upon and after Deliverance from afflictions, ® 
1. Upon our Deliverance from afflitions, we c 
in a ſpecial and ſolemn manner to return our Humble” 
and Hearty Thanks to Almighty God ! to acknowlh” 
ledge him to be the: Author of it; to return unto him L 
our huwble and ſerious Praiſes, that he hath beat 
pleaſed*to anſwer our Prayer, and hath given us a plan” 
reſtimony that he hath a regard to us : this is the 4 
bute that he expeRs moſt juſtly from us. As he iniÞl, 
ſpecial manner requires our Prayers unto him, what” 
we are under afflition, ſo, he requires that we ſhould” 
take notice of the Returns of our Prayers, and topaht 
him the Tribute of Praiſe upon our Deliverance: Ca. - 
upon me in the day of. trouble, I willdeliver thee, 
thou ſhalt glorifie me, Pſal. 56.15. The truth is, whale 
we are under extremities,..we are eaſily; perſwaded tally 
call ta, God for deliverance ; the yery natural preſiug 
of afftiions drives us to him, we knaw not whithal} 
elſe .to fly ; But as ſoon as the Rod is. gone, we'ar 
dull and backward in returning-Glory'to God ; 
we 
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yare molt apt to take notice of the Means that im- 
, \ ans ty wet before : If we or: any of our relations 
bl pe 1 from Sickneſs, we have it preſently up- 
jr Tongues ends, that we had @ careful or skilful 
*þ fhyfician, a ſtrong conſtitution, favourable weather, 
; {ime lucky accident that happened ungo uy z and the 
; þ t 7 are AG Apt todo upon other deliverance:and rarely, 
rr ag that ſincerity, acknowledge the 
| and the hand of God to be that which 
ts d us up. Itis true, Means are not to be negledt- 
itis a preſumption and tempting of God; but it 
: Providence of God*that gives us weans; and 
Mite Blefing of God that makes them ſuccekiful, that 
+l metimes blefſeth poor and weak and unlikely means 
dduce defired effets ; ſometimes maketh thoſe 
Sor top call accidents, that ſeem to import the 
xy deſtrution of a man, to be the means of his re- 
, and ſometimes brings about the effe@t without 
oy viſible means. We are no leſs to acknowledge 
Fines and Influence, when we ſeem to be de. 
ks. acred dy Means, than if we were delivexed by Mira- 
-F® lt is truc, wearc apt to faſten our theughts and 
of Ms upon means, becauſe weſce them: but- if our 
= could be ſo. opened as the Pro. 
s fervant's were , when: he ſaw 2Kings6. 17: 
&@ Chariots of fire in the Mountain, | 
x ſhould ſce another kind of regiment aud govern- 
and ordering and dif; of things than now 
Many, if not moſt, of thoſe ſignal deliver- 
that a Man or a Nation hath, are wrought not 
$s.much by the efficacy of Mcans, as by a fecret invi- 
«- Hand of Providential Government, whick we ſee 
If therefore thou art delivered from-any great 
; of any kind, in ſuch a manner that thou canſt 
Kattribute'is to Means, or pohly above or beyond 
is, the Hagd of thy delivexer. is more ſignal and 
conſpicuous 


we 


oe EF 
conſpicuous and jenmar 


if thou doſ "drain thy thy deliverance ooo xo ry terns a 
his it is big Pr Prowl ©: 
dence thar ſends ov mat Jade art | 
blefſeth it panrnhr nr ws aa . the Efficiency ail 
of the Principal Caufe is that which gin 
wy to the Means and makesit effe&tual. - 
. Endeavour to--expreſs th Thank Lp ed mils 
davere atid faithful Obedience to t 
that hath thus celivered thee. re true and 
Thankfulneſs of mind will not content it ſelf w 
bare Verbal praiſes and afknowladgments, but wil 
ſtudy: and endeavour to find out and do all that amy} alf 
be well-pleaſing and delightful and acceptable to'ks 
great Benefator: and where-ever the Heart is truly 
affeted' with the Senſe of the Favour, Goodneſs, | 
Love of God, and that the Deliverance it hath had, «f 
"it hath had from his hand, it will think-nothing tw ac 


much to be done, that may be well S ge. to hin 


Great acclamations and verbal praiſes and acknow 
ledgments without an Honeſt and Sincere Endeavour 
to pleaſe and obey him, 'are but a piece of wockfy] 
an ifical complement; and a2 meer fruftr: » 
and di —_—_—_— of Almighty God, in the end 
deſign of his mercy to us ; which is, to tmake us real 
ly better, more dutiful, more capable of greater 
everlaſting mercies; to make us better Examples | 
_ who” may thereby. be invited to follow us a # 1 
and goodnefs. A-man that hath received great and 
and | Mercies and Delivetances, becomes a great thy 
and efficacious Example, and of much good; or muck Del 
evil, according as he carries himfelf aftet eminent aet- ket 
cics received": If he become more Pious , Vertuowy 
Juſt, Sober thari before, he becomes a forcible motive] ** 4 
and encouragement to others, to be like him , again} Fa 
if he either remain or degenerate into Impicty, Vank| to! 
ty; 
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My jorVice, he diſcourageth Goodneſs, and becomes 
tai agreat temptation to others to be like him. -, . 
3. Take beed after great rs og 
#p into preſumption upon Pride and. Vain» 
| 4 JE and a conceit of thy own Goodneſs and Worth. 


the common Temptation ' that grows 
I much mercy received ; and therefore thoei Lew. 
Tal did ey frequently caution the people: of 1fracl 
30d, roy Det. 9. 4. Speak not in thy beart after 
Ld ty God hath caſt them out , ſaying , For my 
the Lord hath brought me to poſſeſs this land, 
wil cn thy afflitiongfind thee Humble, and let thy 
aflitions make thee more Humble ;, but let thy De- 
kf Iverance yet increaſe thy Humility ; the more Mercy 
# God ſhews thee, the more Humble ever let thy Heart 
upon a double account. 1. Thy Deliverances do 
had, & ſhould make thee know Almighty God the more'z 
the more thou knoweft him, the more Humble it 
d make thee : Fob 42. 5. 1 'heve beard of thee by 
hearing of the ear ;, but now mine —_—— thee : 
2s ore 1 abhor my ſelf in duſt Thou 
- need to double thy guards of Holley becauſe 
great deliverance thou muſt expedt that the temp. 
a | }rkg and affaults of Pride and Vain-glory will be 
buſie with thee: And if in all thy Preparations 
| afflitions thou haſt ſtudied Humility if under all 
« wh thy affliftions thou haſt improved thy Humility, yet 
sali Ro, upon thy deliverance, thou art loſt in Pride 
ret} and Vain-glory, thou haſt loſt all the benefit both of 
rea} thy Preparations, and of thy Afflitions, and of thy 
df Deliverance alſo: thou art like an unhappy Ship that 
ner-{ hath - endured the Sea, and born the Storm, and yet 
ou when ſhe is come into the Harbour. 
tive Dry upon the ſame. account be Vigilant and 
wil 0 It is true, thou haſt weathered a great 
ank __ out of which by the mercy of God thou art 
9; '- delivered 
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delivered; but Rtill-be upon thy.guard , thou knowel 
Ne ee meh 22 
It not unprovided. eugh thou 
endured, it may be, a long and dark ſtorm of Aﬀliation; 
and God hath mercifully delivered thee z yet thou hai 
thou ſhalt meet 
more. Theſe three Conſiderations ſhould keep 
thee Watchful and Vigilant, norwithftanding great d6 
tiverance from great Aﬀiions. 4. Thou art they 


iſe from'Almighty God that 


®. - 


by: better fitted and prepared to receive it; if it come 
it ſhall not ſurprize thee unawares, norfind thee 
ing.: 2. Moſt certainly , if anyghing be a more lik 
means, as to preſerve thee under, ſo from AMiQion, it 
is « prepared watchful, vigilant mind: for, if I may 
fo'ſpeak, Afflidtions have no great buſineſs with ſuch; 
man5- for , he is already in that poſture and frame. gf 
Hearr, that AMiQtion is ordinarily ſent to give a May, 
3. There is nothing more likely to procure AMidtion 
- thum'Security and-Unpreparedneſs of mind : And that, 
ber Sy reſpe&' of the Goodneſs, Mercy, and Juſtiee 
.of - who, though with moſ unblameable Juſtice, 
yet with ſingular Mercy, is very likely ro ſend AMidt. 
of'to awaken him'and amend him, and te recal hi 
Yroai that rendency to Apoſtaſie, that Security is apt ty 
bring upon him. Secondly, in reſpe&t of the Maliee 
and Vigilancy of the great Enemy of Mankind ; who, 
as he never wants malice, ſo he often gets a permiſſion 
ro-werry a Man whom he hath under this diſadyantage 
of Unpreparedneſs and Security. 


$5; Be careful to keep, as great Aﬀiftions, ſo alſo 
reat Deliverances i» Memexy. Moft Men upon the 
reſh receipt of Mercy and Delivenmce have a quick and 
lively. apprehenſion of itz and accordingly their affe- 
&ions of Thankfulneſs, and praRices and rape of 
Þ i Y + 
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Obedience are lively and diligent : but” in procels of 
time, and as the man is further diſtant'from: his .de-/ * 
-liveranice, fo' the memory of it doth . gradually; and 
poſſibly ſaddenly, vaniſh and/ decay / and as! the''re« 
membrance of the deliverance decays and groweweak« 
er and weaker, fo do thefe affeftions or diſpoſitions 
of the Soul that are before mentioned : The Thank- 
fulneſs grows faint , and ſo doth the Obedience, and 
ſ doth the Humility, and fo doth the Watchfulneſs : 
and as the water that hath been heated, being removed 
from the fire, grows by degrees colder and colder, till 
at laſt it comes to its old coldneſs that it firſt had ; fo 
in a little time the AfMiction is forgot, and the Deli- 
yerance is forgot, .and the man is grown into the very 
ſame ſtate, as if he never had felt cither, and poſli- 
bly worſe. Therefore keep Deliverances and Afliti- 
ons too, freſh in the memory ; call thy ſelf frequently 
to Account for them ; uſe ſome Expedient that may 
frequently remind thee of them with all their Circum- 
Rances : ſet them down in writing ; mention them 
often ; recollet them often ; and recolle& what 
thoughts, purpoſes, temper of mind and fpirit was 
then upon thee, when thy Afictions were upon thee 
or thy Deliverances freſhly given to thee, Caſt with 
thy ſelf, how if theſe were now as freſh to thee as they 
were then, with what motions or diſpoſitions of Soul 
thou ſhouldeſt receive them; and reaſon thy ſelf into 
the ſame temper and habitude of thankfulnefs, as then 
thou hadſt. By this keeping the Memory 'of theſe 
Afflitions and theſe Deliverances freſh under all its ' 
Circumſtances , thou wilt with them , and 1a the 
lame degree as thy remembrance is of them, revive 
and excite, and preferve and keep alive and quick 

d ative, the ſame Gratitude, the fame Humi- 
ity, the ſame Obedience, the fame Vigilance, that 
theſe Afﬀictions or _ Deliverances wrought 
L Fu. 
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In, theey when they- were | freſh with; thee . or upon 
thee. -.. "The vigorous. perpetuating of the remem- 
brance..of them, / will be an effeftual means to per- 
petuate; the due fruit of them in their liſe, vigour and 
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GOOD METHOD 


T oO 


Entertain Unſtable and Troubleſome 
TIMES. 


H E firſt expedient is to Expett them before 
they come: T he very ſtate of theWorldis Un- 
certain and Unſtable, and for the mdſt part 
Stormy and Troubleſome : If there be fome&s 
intervals of : Tranquility and ' Sedateneſs ; they are 
commonly attended with longer periods of, Unquiet- 
neſs and trouble : and the greateſt _ impreſſions are - 
then made. by them, when they ſurpriſe us, and 
come | unexpected. When. the mind is prepared _ for 
them by a kind of Anticipation, it abates the edge, 
and keenneſs and ſharpneſs of them. By this means 
a man, in agreat meaſare,' knows the worſt of them 
before he feels them, which renders the very Incum- 
bence of them not fo (pare and troubleſome to 
ſenſe, as otherwiſe they would be. This Pre-appre- 
.henſton and Anticipation of troubles and difficulties 
is the Mother of Prevention, where itis poſſible ; and 
-where it is not, yer it is the Mother of ' Patience and 
Reſolution when they come. Bilney / the Martyr, 
was wont before he ſuffered, to put his-Finger in the 

| | R 2 Candle 
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Candle, to habituate himſelf to a patient undergoing 
of his future Martyrdom; by this means, he in a 
great” meaſure Knew the worſt of it, and armed him- 
ſelf with Reſolution aud Patience to bear it. Men 
are apt to feed their fancies with the Anticipation 
of what they hope for and wiſh in this World, and 
to polleſs it in imagination before they attain it in 
fruition3 and this makes men Yain: but if they 
would have the Patience ſometimes to. anticipate 
what they have juſt cauſe to fear, and to put themſelves 
under a Pre-apprehenſion of it, in relation to croſles 
and troubles ; ic would make them Wiſe, and teach 
themia leſſon of Patience and Moderation, before 
they have occaſion to uſe it; ſo that they need not 
then begin to learn it when the preſent and incumbent 
Preſſure renders the leſſon more difficult. This was 
the Method our Bleſſed Lord took with his Diſciples, 
frequently to tell them before-hand what they muſt 
expect in the World, Math. 10. and in divers other 
'places'telling them , they muſt expeCt in this World 
the worit of temporal Evils, that they might thereby 
be prepared to entertain them with Reſolution and 
Patience,” and might habituate their-minds for their 
reception. | | | 
2. The ſecond Expadient is, That we uſe all dilis 
gence tO gain ſuch a Treaſnre as lies above the reach of 
the Storms of this World ; 'a Kingdom that cannot 
be ſhakent; namely our Peace with God in Chriſt, 
the Pardon of our Sins, and a well grounded Hope, 
and aſſurance of Eterngl Life. Theſe be thin 
"that lie out of Gun-ſhot, and will render the: great 
Troubles that can befall this lower Warld, or us in it, 
not only tolerable but. ſmall and inconſiderable., 
when in the 'midſt. of all the concuſſions': of this 
World, in the midft of Loſſes of Goods or Eſtate,in tle 
midft of Storms and Confuſions, and Diſaſters, = 
Ca 
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Calamities, a man can have ſuch deep and ſettled Conſi- 
derations as theſe : *Thowoh ſee nuhing but Con- 
© fuſions, and little hopes of their amendment, yet I have 
*that which 1 out of the reach of all thiſe that which 
© xs anfanitely more valuable to me, than all the beſt the 
© World can give ;, that which I can pleaſe and comfort 
© my ſelf in, norwithanding all theſe worldly diftrattions 
band fears ;, namely, the eAfſurance of ay. Trop with 
be great God of Heaven and Earth. worſt that 
©] can ſuffer by theſe diſcompoſures , and the mof# 1 can 
fear from them, us but Death; and that will not only 
f ” 4 period to the things I ſuffer, or can fear  inthis 
Uife but will let me into the alt ual poſſeſſion of my hopes , 
teven ſuch 4 ſtate of glory and happineſs as can never be 
Cended, nor ſbakgn. Such a Hope, and ſuch an 
Aſſurance as this, will keep the Soul above water , 
and in a ſtate of Peace and Tranquility in- all the 
Tempeſt and Shipwracks than can either befal either 
this inferiour World, or any perſon in it. 

3. The third Expedient is this , that a man be Re+- 
ſolvedly conſtant to keep a good Conſcience, both before the 
approzch of Troubles, and under them. Ir is moſt cer- 
tainly true, that the very Sting and Venom of all 
Croſſes and Troubles, is Sin, and a Conſciouſneſs of 
the guilt of it. This is that which gives Tronblys 
and Crofles, and , Calamities their Vigor, Force, ard 
Sharpneſs ; it is the Elixir, the very Life of them , 
when a man {ſhall be under extream outward Cala- 
mities, loſs of Goods, loſs of Liberty, loſs of Coun- 
try, all outward hopes failing, and ſtill greater Bil- 
lows, and Waves and Storms, and Fears 1n Proſpect, 
and within an angry, unquiet, avenging Conſci- 
ence, then' indeed Troubles have their perfection of 
Malignity. - But if a man in the midſt of all theſe 
| and ſtormy appearances, hath a Conſcience full 
of Peace, and Integrity, and Comfortable axfaticn , 
| | R 3 ". me 
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this gives'a Calm in the midft of all thef: Storms, An9 
the reaſon is apparent, Wit is not the Tempeſtuouſneſs 
or Tranquility of Externals, that creates the trouble of 
the quierneſs of the Man, but it is the Mind, and that 
Tate of compoſure or difcompoſure that the mind is 
put into occationally front them : and ſince there is no- 
thing in the world rhat conduceth more to the compo- 
ure and tranquility of the miind, than the Serenity and 
Clearneſs of the Conſcience, keep but that ſafe and tm- 
tainted, the mind will enjoy a Calm and Tranquility 
In the midft.of all the ftorms of the World : and al- 
though the Waves heat , and the Sea works, and the 
Winds blow, that mind that hath a quiet and clear 
Conſcience within , 'will be as ſtable and as fafe from 
perturbation, as a Rock ih the midſt of a Tempeſtrons 
Sea, and wilt be a Goſhex to and within it ſelf, when 
the reſt of the World without , and round about g 
man, is like an Egypr for Plagues and Darknefs. 
therefore, either bctote the acceſs or irruption of trot 
bles, or nnder their preſſure, any thing or _ in the 
world ſollicit thee to caſe or deliver they ſelf by a Breach 
or Wound of thy Conſcience, know, they are about to 
cheat thee of thy beſt ſecurity under God, againſt the 
power -and mialignity of troubles; they are about ro 
clip off that Lock , wherein next under God , thy 
-r lieth. What-ever therefore thou doft hazard 
or lote, keep the Integrity of thy Conſcience both be- 
fore the acceſs of troubles” and under 'them. Ir is 4 
Jewet, that will make thee Rich in the' midt of Po- 
verty ; a'Sun that will give thee Light in the tmidft of 
darkneſs; a Fortreſs that will keep thee ſafe in the 
greateſt danper.and that is never to be taken, unleſs thou 
thy ſelf betray.it, and deliver it up, | 
4 The'next Expedient is this; namely,” an eff 
rance that the Divine Wiſdom, Power- wget Providente., 
garb” Diſpoſe, Govern, and Qrder aff tHe things in - 
"i | Wor 
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World, even thoſe that ſcem moſt confuſed, irregulars 
tumultnous, and contumacious. This, as its a 1 
certain Truth, ſo it is a moſt excellent Expedient” to- 
compoſe and ſettle the mind, efpecially of ſuch-a man 
who truly loves and fears this great God, even winder 
the blackeſt and moſt diſmal Troubles and Confuftons ; 
for it muſt moſt neceſfarily give a ſound, preſent, and 
Atical Argument of Patience and Contentation : For 
even theſe black difpenſations are under the govern- 
ment and management of the moſt Wiſe and Power- 
ful God, Why ſhould 1, that am; a fooliſh vain Crea- 
ture, that ſcarce fee to any diſtance before me, 'take 
upon me to cenſure theſc Diſpenſations, to ſtrug le im- 
patiently with them, to diſquiet and tormence my ſelf 
with vexation at them? Let God alone to govern and 
order the World as he thinks fit : as his Power is infi- 
nite and cannot. be reſiſted, ſo is bis Wiſdom, infinite 
and knows beſt what is to be done, and when , and 
how. 2. As it gives a ſound Argument of Patience 
and Contentedneſs, ſo it gives a clear inference of Re- 
fignation of our ſelves up unto him,and to his wlll, and 
diſpoſal, upon the account of his goodneſs. 1t is the 
mere Bounty and Goodneſs of $0d that firſt gave be- 
ing to all things, and preſerves all things in their Be- 
ing; that gives all thoſe Accommodations and Con- 
yeniencies that accompany their Being , why ſhould I * 
therefore diſtruſt his Goodneſs ? As he hath Power to 
do what he pleaſeth ; Wiſdom to: direct and diſpoſe 
that Power ; ſo he hath infinite Goodneſs, that accom- 
panies that Power and that Wiſdom. As I cannot 
ut my will into the hands of greater Wiſdom, fo I 
not put my will into the hands of greater Good - 
neſs. His Beneficence to his Creatyres 1s greater than 
it is poſlible for the Creatures to have to themſelves. 
I will nor only therefore patiently ſubmit to his Pow- 
er and Will, which I can by no means reſiſt, bur chear- 
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fully Reſign up my lf to the diſpoſal of his Will, 


which iz infinitely. beſt, and therefore a better rule for 
my diſpoſal, than my own will. 
'$- The pext Expedient is Faith and Recumbence up- 


on thoſe Promiſes of his, which all wiſe and good men. 


do, and muſt value above the beſt Inheritance in this 
World : 'namely,, that he will not leave nor forſake 
thoſe. that fear and love him, Heb. 13. 5, Haw much 
more ſball your Heavenly Father give good things ta them 
that ask, bim? Mat. 6. 30. Mat. 7. 11. He that ſpared 
not bis own Son, but delivered bim up for us all, how ſball 
be not with him alſo freely give us all things? Rom. 8, 
32, all things ſhall work together for good to them that 
love God, Rom. 8. 28. Upon the allurance of theſe 
Divine Promiſes, my heart may quict it ſelf in the 
midſt-of all the moſt dark and tumultuous concuſſions 
in the World, Is it beſt for me to be delivered out of 
them, or to be preſeryed in. or under them ? I amun- 
der the Providence and Goyernment of my Heavenly 
Father, who hath ſaid, He will not leave me, nor for- 
ſake me; who takes more care of me, and bears more 
love to:me than I can bear to my moſt dutiful Child ; 

that can in .2 moment reſcue me from the calamity, or 
infallibly ſecure me under it ; that ſecs and knows eve- 
ry moment of my condition, and a thouſand expedi- 

ents to preſerve or relieve. me. On the other ſide, do 

I fall in the ſame common calamity, and ſink under it 

without-any deliverance from it, or preſcryation under 

it? His will be done, I am ſure it is for my good, 

nay, it is not poſlible it ſhould be otherwiſe : For my 


very Death, the worlt of worldly evils, will be but the . 


tranſmiſſion of me into a,ſtate of Bleſſedneſs, Reſt and 
Immortality ; for, Bleſſed are they that die in the Lord, 
they reſt from their Laboyrs and their Works follow them , 
EV. 14. 13. . | 
* 6, The next Expedjent is Prayer. The pldrjou 
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God of Heaven hath given us a free and open Acceſs 
tohis Throne, there to ſue out by Prayer, thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings and Mercies which he hath promiſed... It is not 

y a Duty that we owe in recognition of the divine 
Sovereignty ; a Priviledge of greater value than if we 
were made Lords of the whole Earth ; - but a Means tp 
attain thoſe Mercies, that the Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs knows to be fitteſt for vs ; by this means 
we may be ſure to have deliverance or preſervation, if 
uſeful or fir for us ; or if nat, yet thoſe favours and 
condeſcenſions from Almighty God, that are better 
than deliverance it ſelf, namely Patience and Con- 
tentedneſs with the Divine Good Pleaſure ; Reſigna- 
tion of our Wills to him ; great Peace and Tranquilli- 
ty of mind; Evidences and communications of his 
Love and Favour to us; Support under our weakneſ- 
ſes and deſpondencies : and many times Almighty 
God, in theſe Wilderneſſes of diſtraftions and confu- 
ſions, and ſtorms, and calamities, whether publick-or 
private, gives out as a return to hearty and faithful 
Prayer, ſuch Revelations of his Goodneſs, and Irradia- 
tions of his Favour and Love , that a man would not 
exchange for all the External Happineſs that this 
world can afford ; and recompenſeth the loſs and trou- 
bles in relation to Externals, with a far greater mea- 
ſure of the Manifeſtations of his Favour, than evera 
man did receive in his greateſt confluence of. external 
advantages. Yeaz. and poſlibly, the time of external 
ſtorms and troubles is far more ſeaſonable for ſuch re- 
turns of faithful and humble Prayer, than the times of 
| external affluence' and benefits : and the devotion of 
the ſoul by ſach troubles raiſed to a greater height, and 
accompanied with more Grace and Humility and Fer- 
vency, than is ordinarily found in a condition of exter- 
nal peace, plenty andferenity. = Wo 
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Eace way-ward Sowl | let not thoſe various 
forms, AYE 

which” houtly fill the World with freſh Alarms, 
* Trwoade thy Peace ; nor diſcompoſe that Reſt, 
Which thou maiſt keep untoacht within thy Breſt, 
Amidſt thoſe whir Iwinds, if thou keep but free 
The Intercourſe betwixt thy God and thee. - 
Thy region lies above theſe Storms + and know, 
7 thoughts are earthly, and they creep too low, 
If theſe can reach thee, or acceſs can find, 
To bring or raiſe like TempeFts in thy Mind. 
But yet in theſe diſorders ſomething lies, 
That's worth thy notice, out of which the Wiſe 
May trace and find that Fuſt and Powerful Hand, 
That ſecretly, but ſure doth Command, 
And Manage theſe diſtempers with that skil, 
That while they ſeem to Croſs, they Att his Wil. 
Obſerve that Silver Thread, that fleers and bends 
The worſt of all diſorders, to ſuch Ends, 
That ſpeak his Juſtice, Goodneſs, Providence, 
Who cloſely guides it by his Influence, 
And" though theſe Storms are loud, yet liſten well, 
There us another meſſage that they tell : 
This World is not thy Countrey ; "tis thy Yay; 
T oo much contentment would invite thy ſtay 
Too long upon thy jearney; make it ftrange, 
Unwelcome News, to think upon a Change : 


Whereas 
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Whereas this rugged entertainment ſends 

Thy thoughts before thee to thy journeys end ; 
Chides thy defires homewards ; tells thee plain, 
To think of reſt ing here it is but vain ; 

Makes thee to ſet an equal eſt imate 

On this uncertain World, and a juft rate 

On that to come; it bids thee wait and ſtay, 
Until thy Maſter calls, and then with joy 
Toentertain it. Such a Change as thts, 
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OF THE 


REDEMPTION 


How , and why it is to be 


Revetued: 


Wonld confider theſe Particulars : 1. What that 

Time is which weare to Redeem. 2. What it 

is to Redeem that time. 3. How that Time is 

to be Redeemed. 4, Why that time is thus to 
be Redeemed. 

; The firſt of theſe, what that Time is, that to is be Re- 
deemed. | The Philoſophers trouble themſelves much 
what Time is, and leayeit very difficult ; but we ſhall 
not need to trouble our ſelves with that inquiry. The 
Time that is here meant, ſeems tobe under this dou- 
ble Relation : Firſt, in relation r@ſome Apt Seaſon 
for any thing to bedone; and then it is properly cal- 
led Opportunity whichis nothing elſe but the co-inci- 
dence of ſome circumſtances accmomodate to ſome aCti- 
on ſuitable to it : as the Time 'for the Husband-Man 
to Reap his Corn, is'when the is ripe, and the 
weather ſeaſonable, Ir is time tor the Smith to for 
Iron when it is hot, and therefore malleable; and fo 
in matters morgl ; It is atime to ſhew mercy when af 
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of miſery occurs, and a power to give relief 
eo as I take It, js what which tþ e Greeks call xeg 


or ay CITE In Fig at ef 
or the 


reap f 


Il. To _— Time therefore, is in relation to boi 
theſe, viz. In ye to —_ wh ar 
the lll of Time in this , 1; Dil 

ently to watch and obſerve all fitting Seaſons and 
Opps rtynities of rw kay” the good we may, whether 
in Sion th Almighty God, his Service and Glory; 
in relation to others, in all acts of Charity and Juſtice; 
in relafiop to otr Hlves, in, ikprovements of kkow. 
ledge; Fiety and Vertue... 2. Induſtciouſly to lay hold 
. of all theſe oppor URN and ver go.let them ſlip, but 
to apply ſuitable ations to ſuitable opportunities, when 
they occur. 2. In relation to the Times of our Lives; 
and:{o we are ſaid to Redeem opr Time. '1, W 
we conſtantly imploy our time, and Jeave as few va 
hrs ad agoels it . without fnploring3s, The 
polite £0.this is Idlenels, or doing nothing; 2. W 
we imploy our time conſtantly in don "S ſomething 
that: is: anſwerable to the-xalue and pſefulneds of pur 
xa The oppoſites t0. this, are (firſt the ſinful ins 
ent of our time, which is indeed, worſe than Idler 
uy: Or inploygy the ms and impgrtinent, and uty 
k of our time, as Domntiar dif 
 Hilbng . When: we imploy our tink 
£12 545T Þ He Mrokuable, but-in ſuch things as att 
of greateſt uſe and, lanportance and thefefore ſuch im: 
as are. of greateſt importance and concerfy 
menk ought ray up the greateſt and moſt conſide 
rable part of qur-tigge ; otherwiſe we: are imprudent 
Arcatioual in mprovement-or Redemption of 
Time. And therefore this Redecming of out 
& is ordinazily called Huwhanding of our Himel 
relem- 
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Redeem-the 
reſemblance of. the Hasband-mans procenyi with hi; 
If the, Husband-man doth not aall 
his ground, bat is Idle ;; or if he takes muck paips im 
Tiling of his groun 
and Darnel,or 
which is hurtful, but Sowes. light or ug 
C Sowes that ground with a-more ignoble and unuſeful 
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Till and 
and Sows nything but” Cockle 


uch hurtful Seeds;or if he Sowes not that; 


le Corn 


rain, which would with more reaſon and adyay 


beimployed to a more; noble grain, that would yi 
more profit; or if he Sowes a ſuitable grain, but ob- 
$s ſcafon proper for it, that may s an; ill 
Husband of his ground : And he that with-the like 
negligence, or imprudence Husbands his time, is an W 
Husband of his time, and doth not redeem it-as hes 
bere dixefted, But of this more in the next. 


ſerves 


not 


. WW. How Time 1s to be Redeemed, The -particur 
Methods of Husbanding of Time under both the 
r zelations, viz. in relation to! 

ia relation 40 our time -of life, ſhall 
| down. Now the «ttions of our lives may be diſtiar 


rtunity, and 
promiſcuouſly , 


guiſhed-into ſeveral kinds, and in relation to thoſe {6- 
yeral actions, will the imployments of our times bedi- 


verſified. 


1. There are ations Natwal, ſuch as are 


Eating, Drinking, Sleep, Motion, Reſt. 2: Adions 


Coil ,, as Provivon for Families, hearing of youu: 

Offices in times of Peace or War ; mederate 

tions and Divertiſements; imployments in-civil Vo- 
100s,as Agriculture, Mechanical Trades, Liberal Pra- 


i 6.4, 


Attions Moral, whether relating: to-our 


Jelves, as Sobriety, Temperance, Mederation,( which 
though they are rather -habirs than actions, and.the 


acionsof them rather conſiſt in Negatives than, Poſi- 


tives, yet I ſtile thom adtiens ,) or relating to others, as 
as of Juſtice, Charity, Gompaſlion, Liberality. 4. Or 
ſly, Aftions Religions, relating to Almighty God, 2s 


Inyocation 


* 
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Invocation , SN Inquiring into his Works'Þ- - 


Will, Obedience to his' Law, and Commands, obſery- 
ing the ſolemn ſeaſons of his Worſhip and Servi 
which muſt go through and give a tinltare ol 
the reſt, a habit of Fear of him, Love to him, Hyumij- 
lity and Integrity of heart and foul before him ; and 
in ſum, a habit of Religion towards God in his Sog 
Jeſus Chriſt , which is the magnam oportet , the one 
thing neceſſary, and over-weighs all the reſt upon this 
account : '1. In reſpeft of the excellency and Sovye- 
raignty of 'the Objeft, Almighty God to whom we 
owe our- Being, and the ſtrength and flower of our 
Souls. 2. In reſpeft of the nobleneſs of the end 
thereby and therein to be attained; for whereas all 
the reſt ſerve only to the Xeridian of this life, the lat- 
ter -hath a proſpeCt to an Eternal life. 3. In reſpe& 
of the nobleneſs of the habit it ſelf, which hath an v- 
niverſal influence into all the reſt of the before-mentio- 
ned relations, and advanceth and improveth, and enno- 


 bleth them. It would be too long to proſecute the! 


methods of Redeeming the Time in the particular re 
lations to all theſe actions in this ſheet of paper, there 
fore in this purſuit of the manner of Redeeming the 
Time, 1 ſhall ſet down only theſe generals. | 
\ 1, Weare to neglef# no opportunity that occurs todd 
good; but 1. To watch all opportunities, that offet 
themſelves in order thereunto. 2. To ſeek for them, it 
they offer not themſelves. 3. To uſe them, and not to 
let them lip. 

2, In the co-incidence of opportunities of ſeveral 
kinds, and ſuiting to ſeveral aCtions, to give thoſe the 
prelation that correſpond to the moſt worthy ations; 
and in the co-incidence of opportunities for actions of 
equal moment, to prefer ſuch as are moſt rare, and pro- 
bably of unlikelihood to occur again, before thoſe that 
are under a probability of frequent occurrence. 
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:» Weate tobe very careful to leave wo banks Or in” 
v7 terfperſions of Idlenefs in our lives. Thoſe men'that 
5 have moſt imployment and of «he moſt conſtant na* 
ture, cannot chooſe but hawe certain Inter/titin between 
1-F the varieties of buſineſs, which may be fitted with im- 
_—_— ſuitable to their _=—__ or qualities ; and it 
es a -good Hugband of his time to have ſome 
deſignations and deſtinations of buſineſſes that may be 
fuirable to the nature, quality, ſeaſons, and more of 
thoſe vacant interftitia. An induſtrious Husband-man, 
Trades-man, Scholar, will never want buſineſs fitted 
for occaſional vacancies and bore ſubſecive. Gtllixs his 
Notes Artice have left us an experiment of it: And a 
Chriſtian, even as ſuch, hath ready imployment for 
occaſional interſtices, Reading, Praying 3 the crums 
and fragments of time would be furniſhed with their 
ſuitable imployments ; cis precious, and therefore let 
none of it be loſt. 
- 4. Much time might be ſaved and redeemed in re- 
trenching the unneceſſary expences thereof in our ordina- 
ry _ + 4, and dreſling our felycs, and the tengrth 
bf our Meals, as Breakfaſts, Dinners, Suppers ; which 
eſpecially in this latter Age, and among people of the 
better ſort, are protracted to an immoderate and ex- 
ceſſive length : There is little lefs than ten or twelfe 
hours every day ſpent in theſe refeftions, and their ap« 
pendencies which might be fairly reduced to much leſs. 
5. Take heed of entertaining Vain Theuzhbrs, which 
area very great conſumption of time, and is very in- 
cident to Melancholy and Fanciful perſons, whom | 
have known to ſit the greateſt part ofſeveral days 1n 
ojecing what they wonld doif they had ſuch Eſtates, 
rs, or. Places, and ſuch kind of unprofirable and 
vain meditations; which humour is much improyed in 
them that lie long in bed in a Morning, | 
. 6, Beware of two —_ Recreation, Some Bocly 
- . [i 
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Exerciſe is neceſſary, for ſedentary men eſpecially; 
butlet it 'not be too frequent, nor too long. Gaming, 
Taverns, and Plays, -aythey are pernicious, and cor 
Youth; foif.rhey had no owher fule, yet they are ju 
. Jyto bedeclined in reſpect of their exceſlive expence 
of time ,. and habituatingimen ro Idleneſs -and vain 
thoughts, and diſturbing Paſſions and ſymptoms, when 
they are' paſt; as well as while they are uſed. Let no 
Recreations of any long continuance be [uſed in the 
Morning, for they hazard the loſs or difcompoſure of 
the whole day after. 
i 7. Viſits made or received, arefor the moſt part an 
ntolerable conſumption of time, unleſs prudently or+ 
dered; 'and they are for the moſt part ſpent in vain and 
impertinent- diſcourſes. ' 1. Let them not be uſed in 
the Morning. 2. Let the viſits be made 'to,-or b 
perſons of impertinence, let them be ſhort, and ar ſi 
times as may be beſt fpared from what is more uſeful 
or neceſſary, viz. at Meals, or preſently after. 3. But 
if the perſons to be viſited, are men of Wiſdom, Learn 
ing, or Eminence of parts, the Viſits: may bs longer 
but yet {© a$'the time may. be profitably fpent in uſe 
diſcourfe, which carries with 1t, as well profit and ad- 
vantage asCivility and refpect. "X 
**8: Be obſtinately conſtant to your Devotions at 
certain 'ſet times, and be ſire to ſpend the Lords day 
intirety in thoſe Religious duties proper for it ; and 
let nothing but an inevitable neceſlity divert you from 
it. For, 1. It is the beſt 'and moſt profitable fpent 
time; It is in order tothe great end of your being 
in this Worlds 2. It is' in order to your everlaſting 
tappineſs z- in comparifon 'of which, all. -other /buſis 
nelles of this life are idle and vain; it is "that which 
will give. you the greateſt comfort inyour Life, in 
your: Sickneſs, in your' Death; and he 4s a Fool that 
provides” not+ for thae'which will moſt certainly 
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$, It is the nioſt reaſonable tribute imaginable unts 
that God , that lends-you your time, and you att bound 

pay it under all the obligations of curys atld gr: 

titude i: And 4: It is that which will 7, 4 
proſper all the reſt of your time, and your ſecular. im- 

yments. Iam not apt to be ſuperſticions, but. this 
have certainly and infallibly found true, that by my 
deportment in my duty towards, God, in the rimes 

devoted to his Service, eſpecially on the Lords day, I 
could make a certain conjecture of>my ſucceſs in_ my 
ſecular occaſions the reſt of the week after :. If I were 
loot and negligent in the former, the latter never 
ſacceeded well ; if ſtrict, and conſcientious, and watch- 
ut in the former, I was ſucceſsful and proſperons in the 

cr. 

. 9, Be Induſtriousand Faithful in your Calling. The 
mercifut God hath got only indulged unto us a 
fir greater portion of time for our ordinary occaſi- 
ons , than he hath reſerved to. himſelf, bur alfo en- 
jyns and requires our Induſtry and Diligence in it. 
And remember that you obferye that Induſtry and 
Diligence, not only as civil means to acquire a .com- 
petency for your ſelf and your Family, bur alfo as an 
Xt of -Obedience to his. Command and Ordinance z 

| means whereof, you ritake. it not only an aft, of 
qyil converſation but of Obedience to Almighty God, 
and ſo it becomes in a-manner ſpiritualized into an act 
of Religion. \ 

10. Whatever you do, be very careful to retain in 
your heart a habit of Religion, that may be always abquc 
you, and keep. your, heart, and your life always 4s in 
his. preſence, and "tending towards. him. This, will 


. * 4 


continually with you, and put it ſelfinto acts, even 
dong you are not. in a ſolemn poſtire of Religious 
or ellgious 
ind 


hip, and; will-lend you multitudes of Ra 
Splcations tp, /Aghty God, , waou. 2b occal ons, 
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and interventions, which will not #t all hinder you 
in any meaſure in your ſecular occaſions, but better and, 
further you : It will make you Fairhful in your Calling, 
eyen upon the account of . an aCtual refteftion of your 
mind upon the preſence and command of the God 
you fear and love : It will make you actually Thank- 
vl for all ſucceſſes and ſupplies; Temperate and So- 
ber in all your natural aftions; Juſt and Faithful in 
all your dealings; Patient and Contentced in all your 
Diſappointments, ard Croſſes; and actually conſider 
and intend his Honour in all youdo; and will giye 
a tinfture of Religioa and Devotion upon all your- 
ſecular imployments, and turn thoſe very ations, 
which are materially civil or natural, "into the very 
true and formal nature of Religion, and make your 
whole life to be an unintermitted Iffe of Religion and 
Duty to God. For this habit of Piety in your wy 
will not only not lye ſleeping and unaCtive, but al- 
moſt in eyery hour of the day, will put forth a&tual ex- 
eftings of it ſelf ip applicatlons of ſhort occaſional 
Prayers, Thankſgivings, Dependence, reſort unto that 
God that is always near you, and lodgeth in a man- 
ner in your heart by his fear, and love, and habitual 
Religion towards him, And by this means you do 
effectually, and in the beſt and readieſt manner img 
inable doubly Redeem your Time, 1. In 
awful exerciſe of thoſe natural "and civil concerng, 
which are not only _ permitted, but in a great meaſure 
injoyned by Alagnry God. 2. At the ſame time 
exerciſing a&ts of Religiotis duties, Obſervance and 


Veneration unto . Almighty God, by perpetuated, or 
at leaſt frequently reiterated, though ſhort afts of devs 
tion to' him. And this is the great art of Chriſtian 
Chymiſtry, to convert' thoſe atts that are materially 
natural or civil, into a&ts truly and formally Religi 

whereby the whole courſe of this life is both ml 
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iaterpretatively'a Service to Almighty. God, and an 
uninterrupted ſtate of Religion, which is. the beſt, 
Wo. nobleſt, and moſt univerſal Redemption of his 
11, Be very Careful to prefer thoſe ations of your 
ife that moſt concern you ;, be ſure to do them chiefelt, to 
them moſt, ' Let thoſe things, that are of leſs mo- 
ent,give _ to thoſe things that are of greateſt. 
ent. Every man of the moſt ordinary prudence,, 
ing many things to do, will be ſure to be doing; 
of that and chiefeſt which moſt. concerns him,. 
and which being omitted, and poſſibly wholly diſap- 
pores might occaſion his moſt irreparable loſs, We 
» it is true, many things to be done in this life, 
Ars longs, vita brevis;, and we have ſeaſons and oppor- 
tunities for them ;, but of theſe many things, ſome are. 
baggly conveniencies for this life ; Some, though they 
ſeem more neceſſary, yet ſtill they riſe no higher, nox. 
look no further, nor ſerve no longer, but only for the 
Meridian of this life, ang are of no uſe in the 
next moment after death. The Pleaſures, the Profits, 
the Honours, the moſt florid accommodations of great 
| :ſſi | Son edle beſt Re d 
ns, greateſt Hon eputation, | 
"7 - they are fitted = to bo life ; when 
death comes, they are inſignificant pitiful things, 
ſerve for nothing art all oo Lon moment after 
ath ; nay, the diſcaſes and - pains, and knguiſhings 
that are the - prelydia of death, render them ca y 
vain, if not prone and — But there 
certain buſineſſes. that are nat. only excellently 
in this life, bur ſuchas abide by us in ſickneſs, in Gd; 
nay, -4 ong with us with ſingular comfort into the 
7p A gn 00ver kave us, but ſtate ps in an eternal 
e of reſt; and_happi ſuch as may be with mach 
raſe acquired in the times of health and life, but very 
Z S 3 difficult 
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difficult to be attained in the time of Sidrnefs, and the 
boar. of death;bnt never to be forgotten after death; 
ſach asare of that neceſſity, that in compariſon of 
all other things are impertinent and vain, if not des 
ſperately noxtous and hurtful. There is no neceſſity 
r me to be Rich, and to be great in the World; to 
kave fach a title of Honour, ſuch a place of Dignity, 
or Profit ;; to leave ſuchan Inheritance or titular Digs 
nity ro my Son, or to have ſo many thouſand po 
in my Inventory, when I die. But thero are certain 
matters of abſolnteneceſſity to me,ſach as if I am with- 
out,] am wneone and loft,and yet ſuch as if not attained 
here in this life, can never be attained; and therefore, 
28 it concerns me in the higheſt degree to attain then ; 
ſo it concerns me in the higheſt degree to atrain them in 
this life,and to take all opportunities imaginable in order 
thereto, and to redeem every minuteof time for that 
purpoſe, leſt I ſhould be for ever diſappointed, and not 
fo be like the fooliſh Virgin, to be getting of Oyl when 
the door js ready to be ſhut; and with the Truant- 
Scholar, to trifle away my time allotted me for my lef- 
fon, and then to begin to learn it when my Maſter 
calls forme to repeat it; and thoſe buſineſſes are ſuch 
as theſe: the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, and him 
Crucified; "the attainment of Faith in God throu 
rin, the acquaintance of my ſelf with the Will 


| the comporting of my ſelf with that Will: * 
ro exporting of, my | jt 


| e of true and ſerious Repentance for ſins pal 
the ſteady reſolution of Obedience ro'his Will for the 
gimeto'come”; the attaining of the Pardon” of my fins, 
wy ng with God' rhrou h Chriſt oof Lord; th 
ſubauing” of 'my Luſts and, Corraptions;” the” confor- 

ation of | Will "andlife'ts the holy Wit of Gi 
and the perfe2tparterot Holineſs, Chriſt Jeſus ;, t 
Working out my Sayation with fear ard tremblin 
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che giving all diligence to make my Calling and EleQi- 

on ſure : the fitting and purging of my ſelf to be a 

Veſſel of Glory and Immortality, and fitted for the 

ule of my great Lord and Maſter; the caſting of my 

{elf into ſuch a frame and poſture of mind and life, 

that I may be fitted and ready to die, and give up m1 

account to my Lord with peace and chearfulneſs, K.. 

comfort; ſo that If I ſhould, either by the hand of 

ſame diſcaſe or caſualty, or other providence receive 

this ſolemn meſſage, Ser thy Houſe in order, for thou ſhale 

&e, I might receive it with as much readineſs, willing- 
neſs and chearfulneſs, as a faithful and diligent Ser- 
vant would receive this command from his Maſter ; 

You muſt take ſuch. a Journey for meto morrow. Theſeg 

and ſuch like buſineſſes as theſe, beſides the conſtant te- 

nour of a juſt, virtuous, and pious life, are the moſt im- 

portant buſineſſes of a Chriſtian, Firſt, ſuch asare of 
abſolute neceſfity to him, he may not, he cannot be 
without them. Secondly, ſuch as cannot be done elſe- 
where than in his life ;- this world is the great Labe- 
ratory for perfeCting of Souls for the next; if they are 
not done here, they ceaſe to be done for ever; death 
ſhuts the door,and everlaſtingly ſeals us up in that ſtate 
it finds us. Thirdly,: And every ſeaſon of this life is 
Dot at leaſt ſo ſuicable for it : ſickneſs, and pain, and 
weariſome and froward old Age have buſineſs enough 
of themſelves to entertain vs ; and any man that bath 
had experience of 'cither, wlll find he hath enough to 
do to bear them,or to ſtruggle with them, And Foneeh” 
ly ; Weknow not whether the Grace and Opportunl- 
ties that God hath lent us,and we have neglefted in'our 
lives, ſhall ever be afforded again ro us in the times of 
our Sickneſſes, -0r upon our. Death-beds, but a little 
portion of time. in our Liyes and healths arefurniſhed 
With thouſands of invitations and golden opportunt- 
ties for theſe great ——_ . Ler us therefore mm 
4 encete 
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thofe $ of. time that our life and health lends ng, 
for this great and one thing'necellary. * A830Y 

And now, if a man ſhall take a ſurvey of the com- 
mon Courſe, even of the Chriſtian World we ſhall find 
the generality of: Man-kind the verieſt Children, Fools, 
. and Madmen, that ever Nature yielded. The very 
folly of Children in fpending their time in Rartrles,and 
_ Hobby-horſes, is more excuſable than theirs, whoſe 
reaſon and experience ſhoyld better inſtru rhem. 
There is not any man ſo ſenſclefs, but he knows he 
muft die, and he knows not how ſoon he ſhall heap of 
that fad Summons ;, and if he were ſo brutiſh as nor to 
think of je,or believe it, yet the Weekly Bills of Mor- 
elity gives him daily inſtances of it : and yer if we'do 
but obſerve the world of men,they do for the moſt part 
wholy trifle '*away their time in doing that which 1s e- 
vil; or in' doing nothing ; or in doing nothing to any 
purpoſe,or becoming a reaſonable Nature. One man 
trifles'away his time in Feaſting and Jollity ; another in 
Gaming or vain and unneceflary Recreations, in Hunt- 
ing., Hawking , Bowling, and other waſtful expences 
of time; another in fine Cloaths, Powderings, and 
Painting, and Dreſſing ; another in hunting after Ho- 
nours and Preferments, or heaping vp of Wealth and 
Riches, and lading himſelf with thick clay ; another 
In trivial ſpeculations, poſſibly touching ſome criticiſme 
or Graminatical'nicety ; * and all theſe men wondertul- 
ly pride themſclyes as the only wiſe-men, look big and 
goodly ; and when they 'come to die, all theſe prove 
either vexations and tortures of a miſ-ſpent time z or at 
leaſt,by the very a ance of ſickneſs and death, are 
rendred ppor, empty, inſipid, and inſignificant things; 
and ther''the Miniſter is ſent for, and Sacraments, and 
nothing but penjtence and cotnplaints of” the vartity of 
the world, the unhappy is rm of rime, and all the 
Wealth and: Honour would be preſently facrificed " 
; 2; | | Bw rene 
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of a World, But the grea n-k is thi 


cannot,nor will nor, - i of health, anci+ 

nh the conſideration of death and judgment zo 
come z nor put on any apprehenſions or though 
the time will come,when things will be otherwiſe 
them than now it is; or that they will be driven into# 
another kind of eſtimare of things than now they have, 
and this their way is their Folly. Man being m Ho- 
nour, in Health, in Life,underſtandeth not,but | 
like the Beaſts that periſh. Pſal. 49. 12. oY 

4. I come to the Reaſons Why we ought thus to Re- 
deera our Time, which may be theft : 

'1, Our time is a Talent put into our hands by the 
great Lord of the whole Family of Heaven and Earth, 
and ſuch whereof we are to give an account when aur 
Maſter calls ; and it will be a ble Account;when 
it ſhall conſiſt: only of ſuch ems as theſe : rem, So 
much of it ſpent in Plays, and Taverns, and Gaming, 
kem, So much of it ſpent in Sleeping, Eating, Drink- 
ing. Jrem, So muga ſpent in Recreations and Pa- 
ſtimes: Jrem, So much ſpent in getting Wealth and 
Honour, '&c: and there remains ſo much which was 
ſpent in doing nothing. | 

2, Our time is an Vniverſal Talent, that every man 
that lives to diſcretion, hath. Every man hath nota 
Talent of Learning,or of Wealth, or Honour, 'or Sub- 
tilty of Wir to account for; but every man that lives 
to the Age of Diſcretion hath Time to account for:- | 
"3, Every man hath = only 2 Talent of Time, — 
every man hath a Talent of Opportunity, tO —_—— j 
Talent in ſome meaſure, put into his hand. ' The very 
works and light of Nature, the very Ip na- 
tural —_—_ are lodged inthe hearts bf all menzwhich 
by the help of his natural reaſon, he th Sm to 

ome 
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| fome as of Service, Duty,and Religion towards Gad. 
arty Ares hath m—y More. . p 

4; The Redemption and Improvement of our Time, 
G che exe 6nd immediate. End why it i given, or lent 
ws, and why we are placed in this life ; and the waſt» 
ing 'of ok _ is Sears. _ of Ay end 

our z for we conſequently diſappoint 
God of this Glory, and our felves of our happinetis. 

- F-{Upan the management and diſpoſal of- our time, 
the the everlaFing Concernment of our Souls, Ex 
boc momento pendet eAtermeas. If it be redeemed,impro- 
ved, and ifaployed as.it ought to' be, we ſhall in the 
next moment after death, enter into an Immutable, 
Eternal, and Perfect ſtate of Glory ; if it be either ſin- 
fully or -idle{pent, we fall into an Everlaſting, Icreco- 
verable and Unchangeable ftate of Miſery. 

6. The Buſineſs we have to do in this life, in order 
to the cleanſing of oor Souls, and fitting them for 
Glory, is a Great and Important Buſineſs, and the time 
we have to live hath two moft daugerons qualities in re- 
ferencetothat buſineſs,” r. It is ſhore : our longeſt pe- 
riod is \not above 8 years, andyfew there be that 
arrive 'to- that Age. 2. Itis very caſual and wicertain ; 
theze be anfinite accidents, diſeaſes, and diſtempers that 
cut us oft ſuddenly , as acute diſeaſes, ſuch as ſcarce 


Regs, any warning .; and conſidering how many 


as It were, 'there are to hold ns up, and how 
and  inconſideeable they are, and how tahily bro- 
ken, and' the breach or 'diforder of any of the leaſt of 
them may be an anlerto death, it is a kind of Miracle 
that welive a month. Again, there be many Diſeaſes 
that render us in a manner dead while we live,as Apo- 
plexies, -Palſies, Frenzies,. Stone, Gout, which renders 
our:timeirher grievous, -or very unuſeful ito us. 
+ 7, Time once loſt;\.it is loſc for ever.:-. It i8:nenm 
tobe revered; all the Wealth of both | the Zndics will 
l Not 
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got redeem nor recall the laſt hour I ſpent ; it ceaſeth 
for ever. 

8. As our time is ſhort, ſo there be mary things that 
corrode and waft that ſhort time ;, ſo that there remains 
but little that is ſerviceable to our beſt imployment. Let 
us take but out of our longeſt lives, the weakneſs and 
folly of Childhood and Youth, the impotency and 
moroſity of our old Age, the times for cating, drink- 
ing, ſleeping, though with moderation, the times of 
ſickneſs and indiſpoledneſs of health,the times of Cares, 
Journeys and Travel, the times for neceſſary Recreati- 
Interview of Friends and Relations, and a thou- 

ſuch expenſes of time, the reſidue will be but a 
ſmall pittance for our buſineſs of ro moment, the 
buſſneſs I mean, of fitting our Souls for Glory ; ard, if 
that be miſ-ſpent, or idly ſpent,we have loſt our Trea- 
ſure, and the very Flower and Jewel of our time, 

9. Let us but remember, that when we ſhall come to 
Dye, and our Souls fit as it were hoyering upon our 
lips, ready to take their flight, at how great a rate we 
would then be willing to purchaſe ſome of theſe hours 
we once trifled away, but we cannot. - 

10, Remember that this is the very Elzx#r, the ve- 
ry Hell of Hell to the damned Spirits,that they had once 
a Time, wherein they might upon eafie terms, have 
Rope Everlaſting Reſt and Glory ; but they fooliſh- 
y and vainly miſ-ſpeut that time and ſeaſon, which is 
now not tobe recovered. 
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HE Great Lord of the World hath 
the Children of Men in this Earth as his 
Stewards ; and according to the Parable in 
e Matthew 25. He delivers to every perſon 
his Talents, a Stock of — of 
portunities : to ſome he commits more to ſome 4 
to all fome. 
+» This Stock is committed to every perſon under 4 
Truſt, or Charge, to imploy the fame 1n ways, and to 
ends, and in proportion ſuitable to the Talents'thus 
committed to them, and to the meaſure and quality 
of them, 
+ The Ends of thifdeputing of the Children of men 
to this kind of imployment of their Talents, are divers. 
1, That they may be kept in continual - a&tion and 
motion ſuitable to the condition of reafonable Crea- 
tures, as almoſt every thing elfe in the World is con- 
tinued in motion ſuitable to its own nature, which is 
the ſubje& of the Wiſeman's diſconrſe. Eccleſ, '1."B. 
Al things -are full of labuur, 2, That in that regular 
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motion they may attain ends of Advantage to them- 


; for ; are ſo orde ed by. the moſt Wiſe 


4 hath irs own 
tion'and” Happinefs infeperably annexed to that 
wiy.and work which” bis Providence hath deſtined it 
unto. 3. That in that due and regular imployment, 
each man might be in ſome meaſure ſerviceable and 
adyantagious to another. 7 4; That although the great 
Lord of this Family," anTeceive no ag the 
Service of his Creature, becauſe he is perfect an All-fof 
ficient ja Wwſelf ; yet 'Teceives Glory and Praiſe by 
it, ani a Complagency in thebeholding 2 Conformity 


lo gh# Crepuate, t® his own moſt Perfect} Will 
0 the 


due Execution of this Truſt committed to 
the Children of Men, and for their incouragement in 
it, he hath annexed « Reward by his Promiſe and the 
free intment of his own good pleaſure ; This re- 
ward therefore is not meritoriouſly due to the im- 
| 0550s 

is the 


t of the Talent ; for as the Talent is the Lords, 

he ſtrength ard abllity whereby it is imployed; 
but by-his own good pleaſare and free promiſe, the 
reward-is knit to the work, In. this caſe therefore 
the reward is not demandable, ſo much upon the as- 
counit of the Divine Juſtice, as upon the account of the 
Divine Truth and Fidelity. On the other fide, 9 
the '\maleadminiſtration of this truſt, there is annexed 
a retribition of Puniſſiment, and this moſt naturally 
and meritoriouſly ; for the Law of common Juſtice 
and Reaſon doth moſt juſtly ſubjeMhe Creature; that 
depends in his Being upon his Creator, to the Law and 
Wilt of the Creator z and therefore, having received 
. a:Talede from his Lord, and together with his Being; 
awability' to imploy it according to the Will of his 
Latfd, a non-imployment, or miſ-imployment thereof 
doth neſt; juſtly oblige him to Guile and Puniſhment; 
athezamucaland juſt conſequent of his demerit. , 


. 
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_ Of the Perſons that do receive theſe Talents, ow 
d imploy them well, though in various degrees , ſome 
to more advantage, fome to leſs; and although the 
beſt Husbands come ſhort of what they ſhould do, and 
at beſt are in this reſpect unprofitable Servants, yet.if 
there be a Faithful, Conſcientious, 'and Sincere Indea- 
your to imploy that Talent to their Maſters honour, 
they are accounted ' Good Stewards, and the Metits 
of Chriſt ſupply by Faith, that wherein they come 
ſhort. | 

On the other ſide, ſome perſons are Vnfairhful Srew- 
ads of their Talents, and theſe are of three kinds : 
1. Such as wholly miſimploy their Talents, turning 
them to the Diſhonour and Diſfervice of their Lord 
which they ſhould have imployed to his Service; and 
theſe have a double account to make, viz. of their 
Talents , 2nd of their miſimployment. ' 2. Such as 
do not at all imploy their Talent, but as they do no 
harm, ſo they do no good with it ; theſeare Vegligerie 
S$ervants,and have the ſingle,but full account of their Ta- 
lents to make. 3. Such as do make fome ufe of their Ta- 
lents, but do not produce an increaſe proportionable to 
their. Stock;and fo,though they are not:debtors for their 
whole Talents,yet are in arrear and grown behind hand; 
& ſo upon the foot of their account are found Debtors 
to their Lord,which without Faith in Chriſt,and his Me- 
fits coming in to make up the Sum, will be enough to 
caſt them in Priſon, and there keep them to Eternity. 


And according to theſe varieties of degrees, of good 
or bad adminiſtration, are the degrees of Reward or | 
uniſhment. He that hath 2dminiſtred his Truſt well, 
that” there is a great zcceſ3 of his improvement, hath 
the greater acceſs of Glory ; & he that hath leſs furpluf- 
fage upon his account,ſhali have the leſs degree of Glory; 
and on the other ſide, he mY hath many Talents, , and 
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made.,no improvement, his Debt and Prniſhment ſhall 
be the greater : He that hath fewer Talents, his Non- 
improvement leaves him a debtor in a leſs ſum, and 
conſequently ſubject to a leſs puniſhment. 

The Great day of Account will be the great. Day 
of Judgment, when the Lord of the Families of the 
whole Earth, will call every man to his account of his 
Stewardſhip here on Earth. Wherein we may with 
reverence, and for the better faſtening it upon our 
affetions, ſuppoſe the Lord thus to be ſpeaking all, and 
cvery particular perſons in the World. 


The Charge. 


© Come ye Children of men, as I have formerly 
" © made you Stewards of my Bleſſings upon Earth, 
© and committed to every one of you that come to the 
© uſe of your underſtanding, ſeveral Talents to imploy 
© and improve to the honour' and ſervice of me your 
© Lord and Maſter ; ſo now I come to call you to ren- 
© der an Account of your Stewardſhip : and becauſe 
| om ſhall ſee the particular Charge 'of your ſeveral 
© Receipts, whereunto you may give your Anſwers, 
© behold, here is a Schedule of the particulars - with 
«which I will charge you. Give in your particular 
© Anſwer how you haveimployed and improved them, 
©and ſee you do it truly ; for know I have a controle 
© and check upon you ; a controle within you, your 
© own Conſciences, and a controle without you, my 
© Book of Remembrance, wherein all your Receipts, 
© Disburſments and Imployments are Regiſtred, 

1. ?I haye given unto you all your Sexſes, and 
© principally thoſe two great Senſes of diſcipline, your 
* Sight and your Hearing. 


* /tem. | have given unto you all , Underſtanding 


© and Reafor to be a guide of your Actions, and to ſome 
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« of you more eminent degrees thereof, 
, © Jrem, | have given you all, Memory, a treaſury of 
& things paſt heard and obſerved. 

* Item. 1 haye given you a Conſcience to direft'you 
©and rocheck you in your miſ-carriages, and to en- 
© courage you in well-doing ; and I have furniſhed that 
« Conſcience of yours with light and principles of truth 
© and praCtice; conformable to mywill, | 

© tem. I have laid open to all your view the Works 
© of my Power and Providence,the Heavens and the Earth 
©the conſpicuous adminiſtration of my Wiſdom and 
Power in them. _. 

© Item. | have delivered over to your view, my more 
© Special Providences over the Children of men, the 
© Diſpenſation of Rewards and Puniſhments, accord- 
ting to eminent deſerts or demerits. . 

© /tem. 1 have given you the advantage of Speech, 
© whereby to communicate your minds to one another, 
© and to inſtrutt and advantage one another by the 
© help thereof. 

© Jrem. I have given you Time of life in this World, 
© to ſome longer, to ſome ſhorter, to all a time of life, a 
© ſeaſon wherein you might exerciſe thoſe other Ta- 
©lents I have intruſted you withal. 

© Ttem. I have delivered over unto you the rule and 
© Dominion over my Creatures, allowing you the uſe of 
© them for your Food,Raiment, and other Conveni- 
cencies. | 

© ſrem. Beſides theſe common Talents, I have intru- 
© ſted you withal, I have delivered over to you, and to 
© you &c. divers ſpecial and eminent Talents above 0- 
© thers, viz. of the And, or ſuch as concern you, as in- 
CrelleCtual Creatures, : 

1.. * Great Learning and Knowledge In the Works of 
© Nature, Arts and Sciences ; great Prudence and Wiſdom 

© in the conduct of Aﬀairs, [ Elocurion, ] excellent Eds 
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2. *Of the Body, a firm and Healthy Conſtitution) 
© Strength, Beauty, and Comlineſs. 

3. © Of Externals. Great Afﬀiuence of Wealth and 
© Riches, Eminence of Place, and Power and Honour ; great 
\© Reputation-and Eſteem in the World ; great Succeſs 
<inenterprizesand undertakings, publick and private; 
© Relations economical. 

4. * Of things of a mixt Nature, Chriſtian and h- 
© beral Education; Counſel and advice of faithful and 
© judicious Friends ;, good Laws in the place and Coun- 
(try where you hve; the written Word of God,- ac 
«£ quainting you with my Will, and the way to Eternal 
<Life;z the Word Preached by able and powerful M- 
© niſters thereof ; the Sacraments, both for your mitiatk 
© ox and confirmation : ſpecial and powerful Afotions and 
&r 1.07 2 of my Spirit upon your Conſciences, diſlue 
«ding from fin, and encouraging in , and to holineſs: 
« Special Providences abltracting and diverting you from 
© the commiſſion of things contrary to my Will, diſho- 
© nourable ro my Name, and hurtful to your ſelves: 
© Chaſtiſement and Corre#:ons eminently and plainly in- 
< flited for fin committed by your ſelves and others, fo 
© that the guilt was legible in the puniſhment : Emment 
© Bleſſings upon the ways of holineſs and virtue, eyen to 
© the view of the World : Eminent Reititution and De- 
© iverances upon Repentance and amendment of life; 
© moſt clear and ſeniibte Experiences of my Love,Favyour, 
<and Liſtening to your Prayers, to encourage you toa 
©Dependance upon me ; ſingular Opportunities put into 
© your hands, of inſtructing the Ignorant, delivering the 
© Oppreſled, promoting my Honour, 

© Theſe are ſome of the many Talcnts which I have 
© committed to you, though in differing degrees : Give 
< up your accounts, you Children of men, how you 
* haye imployed them, 

. The 
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The Account of The Good 
Steward. 


Ord before enter into Account with thy Majeſty, I 
L mult confels, that if thou ſhouldlt enter into Judg- 
ment with me, and demand that Account which 'm 
Juſtice thou mayeſt require of me, I ſhould be found 
thy Debtor : I contcſs I have not improved my Ta- 
lents according to that meaſure of ability that thou 
haſt lent me: I cherefore moſt humbly offer unto thee 
the redundant Meric of thy own Son to ſupply - my 
defects, and ro make good what is wanting in my ac- 
compt ; yet according to thy command, 1 do humbly 
render ry Diſcharge of the Truth thou haſt committed 
tome, as followeth : 


I. 1n General. 


As to all the Bleſſings and Talents wherewith thou 
hath intruſted me : 

I have looked up to thee with a Thankful heart, as 
the only Author and Giver of them. | 

I have looked upon my {If as Unworthy of them. 

I have looked upon them as committed to my Truſt 
and Stewardſhip, to manage them for the ends that 
they were given, the honour of My Lordand Maſter. 

I have thereforc been Watchfni and Sober in the uſe 
and exerciſeiof them, leſt 1 ſhould be unfaithful, in 
them. 

If I have at any time, through weakneſs, or in- 
2dvertence, or temptation, miſ-imployed any of them, 

T2 ] baye 
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I have been reſtleſs till I have in ſome meaſure reCtir 
fied my miſcarriage by Repentance and Amendment. 


2. In particular. 

Concerning my Sexſes, and the uſe of them : 

I have made a covenant with mine Eyes, that they 
ſhould not rove after Vanity, or forbidden Objects; 
I have imployed them in beholding thy works of won- 
der and wiſdom. 

-.* I have buſied them in reading thoſe Books and 
Writings, that may inſtruCt me in the great concern- 
-ments of Eternal Lite. 

I have ſtopt my Ears againſt ſinful and unprofita- 
ble diſcourſe, and againſt ſlandering, and lying, and 
Aattering tongues. 
© I have exerciſed them in liſtening to thoſe things 
that might increaſe my Faith, Knowledge, and Piety. 

I have kept them open to the cry of the Poor and 

eſſed, to rclieve them ;, the reſt of the imploy- 
ments of theſe and my other Senſes, have been for my 
neceſſary preſervation, and the honeſt exerciſe of an ho- 
neſt Calling and Converſation. 


3. As tothe Reaſon and Underſtanding thou haſt 
| grouen me. 


I have been careful to govern my Senſes and ſenſual 
Appetite by my Reaſon, aad to govern my Reaſon by 
thy Word. 

I have endeavourcd to uſe and imploy it, but not 

lean or depend upon it; I make it my Afliſtant, but 
not my Idol, 

t haye- been careful to wind up my Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding to the higheſt key in the ſearching out of 
"TFruths,bur eſpecially thoſe that are of the greateſt con- 
cernment in matters of Faith. I have made my Under- 
Fai. | ſtanding 
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ſtanding to be laborious. and induftrious, but ſtill kept 
under Yoke and Rule of thy Word, leſt it ſhoyld grow 
extravagant and petulant. & 

I have looked upon my Underſtanding and Reaſon, 
as a Ray of thy Divine Light; and therefore I have 
uſed it for thee, and have counted it a moſt high Sa- 
criledge,lngratitude and Rebellion, to imploy it agaigſt 
thee, thy Honour or Service. os 

I have endeavoured principally to furniſh it with 
that knowledge, which will be of uſe in the other 
World : this hath been my buſineſs, other ſtudies or 
acqueſts of other knowledge, have been either for the 
neceſſary uſe of this like, or harmleſs divertiſemegts, or 
recreations. -In the exerciſe of my Reaſon, as on the 
one ſide, I have avoided ldleneſs, Supineneſs, or Neg- 
left, ſo on the other ſide, I have not, imployed it 1n 
Vain, Curious, Unprofitable, Forbidden Inquiries ; I 
have ſtudied to nſe it with Sobriery, Moderation; Hu- 
mility, and Thankfulneſs; and as I. have been careful 
toimploy it, ſol have been as carcful not to miſ-im- 
ploy it. I looked upon it as thy Talent, and therefore 
give unto thee the Glory, the nle and ſervice of*it. 


4. Asto the Memory thou haſt lent me. 


On the Contemplation of that ſtrange and wonder- 
ful faculty, that diſtinaly, and notwithſtanding the 
ilatervention of thouſands of objects, retains their Tan 
ges and Repreſentations, with all their Circumſtances 
and Conſequents, I have admired the wonderful Wif- 
dom, Power, and Perfection of the Lord. - 

I have endeavoured principally to treaſure up in it 
thoſe things that may be moſt of uſe for the li 
come, and moſt conducible to the.attaining of it z thy 


Mercies,, Commands, Directions, Promiſes ; my own 


Vows, Reſolutions, Experiences, Fallingsz to keep 
. 11 att of. mo 


. free liberty 0 adviſe and ſpeak out, and a free ſubſe 
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_ © me Conſtant in my Duty, Dependant upon thy Good- 
'neſs, Humble and Penitent. 

_. . Some things 1 haye Studied to forget ; injuries, vain 

* and yorkal diſcourſes, and ſuch things as either would 


wake- ſme the worſe by remembring them, or take up 
too much room in my memory, which might be im- 
ployed and ſtored with better furniture. 


.- The Reſt of the imployment of my Memory hath 
_ been to aſliſt me in the ordinary and neceſſary conver- 
Mation with others, the ways of my Calling, the per- 


forming of my Promiſes and Undertakings, the pre- 
ſeryation of good and lawful Learning, that thereby 


| might do ſervice tothy Name, ſerve my Generation, 
att 


improve my ſelf in Knowledge Wiſdom and Un- 


- derſtandling, 


5:45 touching my Conſcience, and the light thou haſ 


grven me 1m it. 


- 3, It hath been my care 'to improve that Natural 
"Li#bt, and to furniſh it with the belt principles I could: 


Before 1 had the knowledge of thy Word, I gots 
much furniture -as I could from the Writings of the 
beſt Moraliſts, and the Examples of the beſt Men; 
after I had the light of thy Word, I furniſhed it with 


. thoſe moſt pure and unerring Principles that I found 


init, | 
-..2, I have been very diligent to keep my Conſc- 
ence clean ; to incourage it in the Vicegerency that thou 


| haſt given it over my Soul and Actings, I have k 
it in the throne and greateſt reyererice and authority in 


my heart. ,.._ - 

- "3. In ations to be done or omitted. I have al 
ways adviſed with it, and taken its advice, I have nel 
ther ſtifled, * nor forced, nor bribed it z but 'gaye it 4 


on lt: . 
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Aion of my Will, Purpoſes, and Actions to it. 

' 4. If, through inadvertency of mind, or importuni= 
ty of temptations, or precipitancy : of occaſion, or ne- 
ceſlity of the times, I have at any time done amifs, I 
have not taken her up ſhort, or-ſtopped her mouth, or 
my own attention to her chiding and reproof ; but I 
have, with much ſubmiſſion of mind born her Cha- 
ſtiſement, and improyed it to an humbling of my ſelf 
before thee for my failings; for I looked upon her as 
ating by thy Authority, for thy Service, and to thy 
Glory ; and I durſt not diſcourage, diſcountenance, or 
diſobey her. 

5. When ſhe was pleaſed,and gave me good words, I 
was glad ; for I eſteemed her as a glaſs that repreſented 
to my Soul the favour or diſpleaſure of God himſelf,and 
how he ſtood affetted towards me. 

6. Þhave more trembled under the fear of a ſeared 
or diſcouraged Conſcience , than under the fear of a 
ſharp or-ſcrupulous Conſcience , becauſe I always coun- 
- the latter, though more troubleſome, yet more 
afe, 

7. I have been very jzalous either of wounding, or 
grieving, or diſcouraging, or deading my Conſcience. 

have therefore choſen rather to forbear that which 


ſeemed but indifferent, leſt there ſhould be ſomewhat * 


in it that might be unlawful ; and would rather grati- 
he my Conſcience, with being too ſcrupulous, than dif- 
pleaſe, diſquiet, or flat it, by being too venturous : I 
have ſtill choſen rather to forbear what might be pro- 
bably lawfal, than to do that which might be poſſibly 
unlawful ; becauſe I could not erre in the former, I 


might in the latter. If things were diſputable whe- 
ther they might be done, I rather choſe to forbear, 
cy the lawfulneſs of my. forbearance was unque- 
LlOnaDIe, 
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'$. As1 have been careful to adviſe impartially with 
my Conſcience before my Actions,ſo leſt either through 
imadyertence, procpicnncy; incogitancy or ſudden e- 
gencies, I had committed any thing amiſs, either 
In the nature or manner of the Aftion, I commonly, 
Eyery Night, brought my actions of the day paſt, be- 
fore the Judicatory of my Conſcience, and left her to 
2 free and impartial cenfure of them ; and what ſhe 
fentenced well done, I with humility -returned the 
praiſe thereof to thy Name ; what ſhe ſentenced done 
amifs, 1 did humbly ſue unto thee for Pardon, and for 
Grace to prevent me from the hike miſcarriages. By 
this means I kept my Conſcience aCtive, renewed, and 
preſerved my peace with thee, and learned Vigilance, 
and Caution tor the time to come. 
6. As touching thy great Works of Creation and 
. Providence, $67 
1. Ihavenot looked upon thy works inconſiderate- 
ly and commonly, and paſſed them over as common 
and ordinary things, as men uſually do upon ' things of 
common and ordinary occurrence; but have ſearched 
Into them as things .of great Eminence and Wonder, 
and have eſteemed it a great part of my duty, that the 
wiſe God of Nature requires of the Children of men, 
who therefore expoſed theſe his Great Works to our 
view, and pave us Eyes to behold, and Reafon in ſome 
meaſure to obſerve and underſtand them; and there- 
fore I have ſtriftly obſerved the Frame of the World, 
the Motion, Order, and Divine Qeconomy of them; 
'Thave ſearched into their Qualities, Cauſes, and Opc- 
rations, and have diſcoyered .as great, if not greater, 
matter .of admiration therein, than in the external 
eauty.and proſpett, that at the firſt view they preſen- 
ted to my ſenſe. | 
2. And this diſquiſition and obſervation, did not 
xeſt only in the bare peruſal of the works theniſelves, or 
their immediate natural Cauſes, upon which _ - 
| pended : 
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pended : but 1 traced their Being, Dependence, and 
Government unto thee,the Firſt Cauſe,and by this 
ſecution and eng of things to their Original, 1 
was led up to a moſt demonſtrative convittion, That 
there is a God that is the Firſt cauſe of their Being,and 
Motion : and in the contemplation of the admirable 
Vaſtneſs of the works, mine eyes behold, their ſingular 
Beauty and Order, the admirable Uſefulneſs,” Conye- 
nience, and Adaptation of one thing to another ; the 
Conſtancy, Regularity, and Orderof the Motion of the 
Heavens and Heavenly Bodies ; the MutualSubſervien- 
cyof one thing to another, the Order and Uſeful 
Poſition of the Elements,the Fertility of the Earth, the 
Variety of Beauty, and Uſefulneſs of the Creatures , 
their admirable Inſtinfts, the wonderful Fabrick of 
the Body of Man, the Admirableneſs and Uſefulneſs of 
his Faculties animal, and the ſingular Adaptation of 
the Organs to thoſe faculties, the ſtrong Powers of the 
Reaſonable Soul. In the contemplation of theſe, and 
ſuch as theſe Varieties, I did to the everlaſting filen- 
cing of the Atheiſm, that my own Corruptions were 
apt to nouriſh, conclude, That there is but One God, 
that he is moſt Powerful, maſt Wiſe, Knowing all 
things, Governing all things, Supporting all things. 
Upon theſe convictions, I was ſtrengthned in the Be- 
lief of thy Holy Word, which had dl gm a congruity 
with theſe Truths, that the ſtrit and due contempla- 
tion of thy Creatures did ſo demonſtratively evince. 

3. And upon theſe Convifttions, 1 did learn the 
more to Honour, Reverence, and Admire Thee, and 
to Worſhip, Serve, and Obey Thee, to depend and 
Reſt upon Thee, to walk Humbly, and Sincerely, and 
Awefully before. Thee , as being preſent with me, 
and beholding me ; to Love and Adore Thee 'as 
the Fountain of all Being and Good. When I look- 
ed upon the Glory and Uſefulneſs of the Sun, I ad- 
mired the God that made it, chalked out its —_—_ 
or 
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for it, placed it in that due diſtance from the Earth, 
for its uſe and conveniency; When I looked upon 
the Stars, thoſe huge and wonderful balls of light, plz 
ced in that immenſe diſtance from the Inferior Bodies, 
and one from another, their Multitude and Motion; | 
admired the Wiſdom and Power of that God, whoſk 
Hand ſpans the Heavens, and hath fixed every thin 
in its place. Nay, when | looked upon the poor little 
Herbs that ariſe out of the Earth, the loweſt of Vege- 
tables and conſidered the ſecret ſpark of life that. is in 
it,that Attracts, Increaſeth, Groweth, Seminateth,Pre- 
ſerves it ſelfand its kinds; the various vertues, that 
are in them for the Food, Medicine, and delight of 
more perfect Creatures, my Mind was carried up to 
the Admiration and Adoration, and praiſe of that God, 
whoſe Wiſdom, Power. and Influence, and Govern- 
ment is ſeen in theſe little, ſmall Foot-ſteps, of his 
Goodneſs; - ſo that take all the wiſeſt, ableſt, moſt 
powerful and knowing men under Heaven, they can- 
not equal that Power and Wiſdom of thine, that is 
feen ina blade of grafs; nor ſo much as trace out, or 
Clearly or diſtinctly decipher the great Varieties in 
the produttion, growth, and Her of its ſhort, yet 
wofderful continnance ; in ſo much that there is ſcarce 
any thing that we converſe withal, but yielded me [n- 
ſcriptions of the - Power and Wiſdom of their Maker 
written upon them. 

4. In the contemplation of thy great works of the 
| Heavens, thoſe pgoodly, beautiful, and numerous Bo- 
dies ſo full of Glory and Light, 1 ever refleted upon 
my ſelf with David's meditation, Lord what is man that 
thou art mindful of him, or the Son of Man, that thou re- 
gardeſt him | It is true, Man in himſelf conſidered, is a 
Creature full of wonder,but compared with theſe good- 
ly Creatures, he is but an inconfiderable thing, Tlearnt 
by thy Creatures to be humble; and - adore thy conde- 
te - ſcention 
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ſcention, thatart pleaſed from Heaven, the dwelling 
place of thy Majeſty and Glory; to take care of ſuch a 
worm as Man, Sinful man. 

5: In the contemplation of thy Power and Wiſdom 
in Creatingand. Governing the World, I have learned 
Submiſſion to thy Will, as being the Will of the ſame 
moſt Wiſe God, that by his Wiſdom hath Created 
and Governs all things, and therefore his Will, a moſt 
Wiſe perfect Will. 1 have learned to depend upon 
thy Providence, who though I am but a Worm, in 
compariſon of thy Heavenly works, yet-I am an Ex- 
cellent and Eminent Creature, in compariſon of the 
Ravens and the Graſs of the Fields ; yet thoſe he feeds, 
and theſe he cloaths, and ſhall he not much more cloath 
and feed me ? Thus I have in ſome meaſure Improved 
the Talents of thy works, thereby to find and trace out 
thy Majeſty, thy Power, Wiſdom, and Greatneſs, and 
my own Duty. 


7. Touching thy more Special Providences toward 
the Children of Men. 


1. As by the Works of Nature, I have learned what 
thou art, and ſomething of my Duty thereupon to 
thee; ſo by thy Providence towards the Children of 
Men I have in ſome meaſure learncd the ſame, and a 
farther leſſon, viz. What thy Will is; for thouſhaſt not 
left thy ſelf without a witneſs thereof to a meer natw- 
ral man, obſerving thy Providence towards the Chil- 
dren of men. 1 have cbſerved ſome men of eminent 
Juſtice and Uprightneſs of Life, Purity and Sanctimo- 
ny, Temperance and Sobricty, Mercy, and Gentleneſs, 
Patience and Forbearance, Bounty, and Liberality ; and 
] have obſerved them to be very Happy men, an bleſ- 
ſed in what was moſt deſired by them. It may be they 


. were Rich and Great ; but ifthey were not, itwas be- 
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cauſe Riches and Greatneſs was not the thing they moſt 
valned; perchance it might have been a burden to them 
to be ſuch ; but I have always obſerved them to be 
Happy in what they moſt ackired and valued; they 
bal drenity and- Quietneſs of Mind : If they were 
not - Rich, yet they were viſibly Happy in their Con- 
tentedneſs; and if they were not Great, yet they were 
parently Honourable in the eſteem and value of 06 
thers; nay, if they were under external Loſſes, Crof- 
Ks, Reproaches, yet in the midſt thereof, it was moſt 
apparent to all men, they enjoyed that whichthey more 
ued, a moſt compoſed, chearful, patient, contented 
Soul ; and this hath been rently as viſible "to all 
ſpeators, as if they had injoyed a full Confluence of 
external happineſs, and very many times, unleſs upon 
eminent and -viſible reaſons, before the end of their 
days, they had fignal returns of Eternal Enjoyments, 
I have obſerved men of notorious and wicked lives, 
Traytors, Murderers, Oppreſſors, Adulterers, Cove- 
nant-breakers, and other Villanies, ſeeured by eminent 
power, policy, or ſecrecy ; yet by wonderful Proyi- 
dence that Power broken, that policy difappointed, that 
ſecrecy diſcovered, and Eminent Judgments anſwerz 
ble to their eminent demerits, have overtaken them, 
I have ſeen and obſerved both in my ſelf and others, 
our Sins and Offences fo ſuitably and proportionably 
agſwered with puniſhments, that though they ſeem to 
be produced by ſtrange and moſt caſual conjunCtures, 
yet 1o exactly conformable to the nature, quality, and 
degree of the offence, that they carried in them the 
very effigies of the ſins, and made it legible in the pus 
niſhment, ſic ille manus, ſic ora gerebat, And from theſe 
obſervations 1 found that thoſe ſins were C—_ 
to thee ; that thou wert moſt Wiſe to diſcover, 
moſt Juſt and Powerful to puniſh them ; and did 
thereupon conclude, Yerily there is # Reward for tht 
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Righteous ;, verily he is a Ged that Judgethin the Eargh, 


$. Concerning my Speech. 


[ have always been careful that I offend not with my 
tongue z my Words have been Few, unleſs neceſlity or 
thy Honour required more ſpeech than ordinary ; my 
words have been True, repreſenting things as they 
were; and Sincere, bearing conformity to my heart 
and mind; my words have been Seaſonable, ſuitable 
to the occaſion, and ſeaſoned with grace and uſcful- 
nels. 

I have eſteemed my Words,though tranſient and paſ- 
ſing away, yet treaſured up in thy remembrance ; for 
by my words, I ſhall be ;uſtified, by my words con- 
demned ; and therefore I have refleced often upon my 
words z and when I have found any thing,through in- 
advertency, or paſſion hath ed from me, I have 
endeavoured to reform it, and humbled my ſelf before 
thee for it. 

I have eſteemed it the moſt natural and excellent 
Uſe of my Tongue, to ſet forth thy Glory, Goodneſs, 
Power, Wiſdom and Truth ; to inſtrutt others as I 
had opportunity in the knowledge of thee, in their du- 
ty to thee,to themſelves, and others to reprove Vice 
and Sin; to encourage Virtue and good iving z to 
convince Errors; to maintain the Truth ; to call upon 
thy Name, and by vocal Prayers to ſanCtifie my tongue, 
and to fix my thoughts to the duty about which I was ; 
to perſuade ro Peace, and Charity, and Good Works 
and in theſe Imployments I endeayoured to wind u 
my tongue to the higheſt degree of Elocution, that 
was capable of. | ' 

- 1 have often contemplated thy wonderful Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs to the Children of men, in giving them 
: nor 
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not only. Reaſon and Underſtanding, but that admira- 
ble faculty of Speech, whereby one man might com- 
municate his mind, and thoughts, and wants, and 
defires, and counſels, 'and afliſtance to others,the great 
engine of upholding of mutual Society, and without 
which our Reaſon and Underſtanding were impriſon- 
ed within our ſelves, and confuſion would enſue, a; 
once it 'did at the confuſion of tongues, by the moſt 
Wiſe Providence for moſt excellent Ends, 

In-fum, I have looked upon this amongſt the many 
other conveniencies I enjoy, as atreaſure committed 
to my truſt for my Maſters uſe. I have accordingly in- 
ployed it conſcionably, ſeemly, and humbly, as thy gift, 
not my own acquelt. 


9. Touching my Time of Life. 


Firſt, I have duely conſidered what it is, and for 
what end thou gaveſt it me ; that it is but a ſhort time, 
and the minutes that are paſſed, and the opportunities 
in them, are irrevocably and irrecoverably loſt, that all 
the wealth of the World cannot redeem it ; that the 
time that is before me,is uncertain : when I look upon 
an Hour-glaſs, or the ſhadow of a Dyal, I can gueſs 
that here is half an hourgor a quarter,or more or leſs 
to come, bur I cannot _ what proportion of time 
remains in the Hour-glaſs of my life ; only I know it 
is ſhort, but I know not' how ſhort it is, whethera 
year,” or a week, or a day, or an hour, and yet upon 
this little uncertain portion of time, and the due uſe of 
it, depends 'my Everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery. It is 
my Seeds-time, and if I ſow not 'my Seed here, it is 
roo late to think of that Husbandry after death ; and 
if I ſow,and ſow not good Seed,my crop will be there-- 
after in that other World that immediately expects 
vpon the iſſue of this; and I have a thouſand diverſis 
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ons that rob me of much of this little portion of time, 
and yields me no aceompt in order to my great Con- 
cernment, when I caſt out from the accompt of my 
time the unprofitableneſs of my- Childhood and Youth, 
the hours ſpent in ſleeping, eating and drinking, re- 
creations, travels, and other things that carry no/ſin jn 
them, there remains but a ſmal portion of a ſhore life 
for concernments of Everlaſting Importance; a great 
buſineſs to be done, great difficulties and impediments 
in the doing of it, and but alittle portion of time of a 
ſhort and uncertain life to do it in ; and yet this life 
of mine was by thee given, not to b2 trifled and 

dred away,cither in Sin, or Idlenefs ; not to gain Rich« 
es, Honour, or Reputation ; for when Sickneſs comes, 
theſe will appear inſipid and vain things z and when 
death comes, they will be merely uſelef : - but it was 
for a higher end,viz. A time to trade for the moſt ya 
luable Jewel of Eternal Happineſs; a time to ſow ſach 
Sced as might yield a Crop of Bleſſedneſs in the-nexr 
World; a time to ſecure a title to an Everlaſting In- 
heritance; ſuch a time, as if once loſt, the opportunt 
ty is loſt for ever, loſt irrecoycrably ; for the Night 
cometh wherein no man can work, for there 4s no work, 
wr deviſe, nor kyowledge, nor wiſdom in the Grave whithes 
thon goeſt, Ecclel. 9, 10. | 

And upon this conſideration of the great end of my 
life, the great importance of the buſineſs that is to be 
done in it; the brevity, and great uncertainty of this 
life, and the utter impoſſibility after death, to redeem 
the neglect of the proper and important buſineſs of tm 
life, 1 have endeayoured to husband this ſhort, uncer- 
tain, important Talent as well as I can : 
1, Bya careful Avoiding of ſinful Imploymentt, whith 

at once do waſt this precious Talent, and contratt a far= 
ther debt upon me,tenders me in arrears for the time 


thiſpent, and the guilt ——_—_ 


2. By 
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2, By avoiding I1dleneſs, burning out -my Candle to 
no purpoſe, | | 

3. By avoiding Umneeeſſury Conſumption of Tine, by 
long Feaſtings, Excelive Sleep, lmperiinent Viſits, ſce- 
ing of Interludes, unneceſſary Recreations, Curious 
and Impertinent Studies and Inquiries, 'that when at- 
rained, ſerve to no purpoſe. 

4. By applying, direfting and ordering even my flu- 
dies of Humane Learning, Hiltories, Natural or Moral 
Philoſophy, Mathemaricks, Languages, Laws to an end 
beyond -themſcelves, viz. thereby uo inable me to un- 
derſtand; -and obferve thy excellent Wiſdom and Pow- 
er, to maintain and uphold thy cauſe againſt Atheiſm, 
Idolatry, and Errors ; to fit me for ſerving of thee and 
my Country, in the ftation wherein 1 live; 

.. 5- By exerciſing my felt jn the very bufinefs of »y 
Calling, as'an aft of Duty and Obedience to thee, 
ating in-it thoſe Virtues of Chriſtianity rhat might be 
-honourable to thy Name, ot gocd example to others,of 
improvement of Grace unto my felt ; uſing in it Dili- 
gence without Anxiety ; Dependance upon thee with: 
- -out Preſumption ; Coatentedneſs, Patience, Thenk- 
fulaeſs, Honeſty, -Juſtice, Uprightneſs, Plain-dealing, 
-Liberalityz .and by this means tranſlated my Secular 
imployment into an exerciſe of Chriſtian Duty, ſerving 
Thee while 1 ſerved my felf, and converting that very 
.imployment, and the time (pent therein, ro the Uſe, 
;Honour and Advantage of my Lord and Maſter, the 
good example of others, and the increaſe of my Spiri- 
tual advantege, as well as my Temporal, 

6, - By religiouſly obſerving thoſe Times that have 
been ſet apart ro Religions Duties, eſpecially the Lord's 
Day, not mingling with it ſecular thoughts or imploy- 
ments, -but with much attention, ſtrictneſs and care, 
Jaying: hold upon thoſe times and opportunities,” and 
Car ully applying them ſingly to the proper buſineſs of 
the tunes, ; 7. By 
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7. By dedicating and ſetting apart ſome portion of 
thy time to PrAjer and Reading of thy Word, which: 
I have conſtantly,and peremptorily obſerved, whateyer, 
occaſions interpoſed, or importunity preſuaded” the 
contrary. | 

8. By making the magnwn oporter, the Great and 
One thing neceſſary, the choice and principal buſineſs of, 
my life, and the- great deſign of it ; and elteemiing that, 
time ou moſt naturally, profitably, and ſuitably, tha 
was ſpent in order toit; obſerving thy great Works 
of Wiſdom and Power ; contemplating wpon thy 
Goodneſs and Excellency ; hearing and reading thy 
Word ; Calling upon thy Name; Crucifying my Cor- 
ruptions ; exerciſing thy Grac:sz humbling my feIf 
'for my Sins; returning thanks for thy Mercies; ſtu- 
dying the myſtery oi*z0d manifeſt in the fleſh ; ſtriving 
to bring my ſelf conformable to my Pattern, and to 
have him formed in my heart, and his life in mine ; 
Crucifying my ſelf to the World, and the World r6 
me; fitting my ſelf for Death, Judgment and Eterni- 
ty. Theſe, and the like imployments 1 eſteemed. the” 
Gower, the glory, the beſt of my ſpent time, becauſe” 
they will be carried over with advantage ifito the life 
td come; and thercfore this I reckoned my buſineſs,” 
and- accordingly I rhade it : other matrers, that only 
ſerved for the Meridian of this life, 1 uf2d cither barely 
for neceſſity of my preſent ſubſiſtence, or as a divertiſe-, 
ment, and ſparingly, or in order to thoſ? great Ends: 
—_— were the bulincſs, thefe only the parezga of 'my 

e, 


io. Toxchins thy Creatures, and the Uſe of them, and 
the Dominion over them. 


1 hive eſteemed them as thine in Propriety ! thon 
| commitred unto me the uſe, and a fubordinate 
V 2 Dominion 
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Dominion over them; yet 1 ever eſteemed my ſelf an 
Accountant to Thee for them, and gherefore I have 
received them with Thankfulnefs unto Thee,the great 
Lord both of them and me : When rhe Earth yielded 
me'a good Crop of- Corn, or other Fruits; when 
Flocks increaſed ; when my honeſt labours 'brought 
mein a. plentiful or convenient ſupply, I looked up 
to Thee as the Giver, to thy Providence and Bleſliags,as 
the Original of all my increaſe; 1 did not ſacrifice 
fo my own Net, or Induſtry, or Prudence, but I re- 
ccived all, as the gracious and bountiful returns of thy 
liberal hand : 1 looked upon every grain of Corn that 
I ſowed as buricd and loſt, unleſs thy power quickened 
and revived it ; I cſtcemcd the beſt production would 
have been but ſtalk and ſtraw,unleſs thou hadlit increaſed 
it ; I eſteemed my own hand and induſtry but im 
tent, unleſs thou hadft bleſſed it ;, for iris thy bleſling 
that mmaketh Rich, and it is Thou that giveſt power 
to.get wealth, Prov. 10. 22. Dent. $. 18. 

2. Teſteemed it my duty to make a Return of this 
my acknowledgment, by giving the tribute of my in- 
creaſe in the maintenance of thy Miniſters, and the re- 
Hef of the Poor; and | eſteemed the Practice enjoyned 
to thy ancient People of giving the Tenth - of their 
Increaſe, a ſufficient not only Warrant, but In- 
ſru{tion to me under the Goſpel, to do the like. 

3. I have not only looked upon thy Bleſſings and 
Bounty, iu lending me thy own Creatures for my uſe; 
but I have fought unto Thee for a Bleſſing upon them 
in my ufe of them. I did very well obſerve, that 
there is by my ſin a Curſe in the very Creatures that I 
receive, unleſs thy bleſſing fetch it out ;,an emptineſs 
in them, unleſs thy Goodneſs fill them: though thou 
fhouldeſt give me Quails and Manna from -Heaven; 
et. without thy Bleſſing upon them , they would 
come rettennefs , and putrefaftion. to my 
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and therefore I ever beg'd thy bleſſing npon thy Bleſſ- 
ings, as well as the Bleſſings themſelves, and artri- 
bured rhe good I found or was to expeft in them, 
to the ſame hand that gave them. 

4. I received and uſed thy Creatures as committed 
tomeunder a Truſt and as a Steward and Acco 
tant for them; and therefore I was always careful ro 
uſe them according to thoſe limits, and in order for 
thoſe ends, for which thou didſt commit them to me: 
1, With Temperance and Moderation ; I did not ufe 
thy Creatures to Luxury and Exceſs, to make provi- 
fron for my Luſts, with vain Glory or Oſtentation, bit 
for the convenient ſupport of the Exigencies of my 
nature and condition ; and if at any time thy Good- 
neſs did indulge me an uſe of them for Delight, as well 
as neceſlity,l did it but rarely and watchfully, I look- 
ed not upon the Wine, When it gave its colour in the 
Cup, nor gave my ſelf over, either to exceſs or curio- 
ſity in meats or drinks; 1 checked my ſelf therein, as 
being in thy preſence, and ſtill remembred I had thy 
Creatures under an accompt ; and was ever catefulto 
avoid exceſs or intemperance, becauſe every exceſſive 
Cup or Meal was in danger to leave me ſomewhat in 
ſuper and arrear tomy Lord. 2. With Mercy and 
Compaſſion to the Creatures themſelves, which thou 
haſt pur under my power and diſpoſal. When I con- 
ſidered the admirable powers of Life and fence, which 
I faw in the Birds and Beaſts, and that all the men in 
the World could not give the like being ro any thing, 
nor reſtore that life and ſence which is once taken 
from themz when I conſidered how innocently and 
harmleſly the Fowls and the Fiſh, and the ow an 
Oxen take their Food, that thou the Lord of all 

iven them, I have been apt to think that furely thog 
Gia intend a. 'more innocent kind of food to may 


than ſach as muſt be taken with fach detriment to thi 
| F y living 
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living part of thy Creation ; and alchough thy wonder- 
ful Goodneſs hath ſo much indulged to Man-kind, as 
to give up the lives of theſe Creatures for the Food of 
- man by thy expreſs Commiſſion, yer I ſtill do, and ever 
did think that there was 4 Juſtice due from man, even 
#0 theſe ſenſible Creatures, that he ſhould take them ſpa- 
ringly, for Neceſlity, and not for D-light ; or if for 
Delight, yet not for Luxury. I have bzzn apt to think, 
that if there were any more liberal uſe of Creaturcs 
for Delight or Variety, it ſhould be of Fraits, or ſuch 
other delicacies as might be had without the loſ; of lite, 
but however it be, this very conſideration hath made 
me very ſparing and careful, not vainly or ſuperflu- 
ouſly, or unneceſſarily, or prodigally to tak2 away 
the life of thy Creatures for Faſting and exceſs. And 
the very ſame conſideration hath always gone along 
with me, In reference to the labours of thy Creatures. 
T have eyer thought that there was a certain degree of 
Juſtice due from Man to the Creatures, as from man 
to man, and that an exceſlive, immoderate, unſcaſon- 
able uſe of the Creatures labour is an Injuſtice tor 
which he muſt accompt; to deny dumeſtical Crea- 
tures their convenient Food ; to exact that labour 
from them, that they are not able to perform ; to uſe 
extremity or cruclty towards them js a breach of that 
'Tryſt under which the Dominion of the Creatures 
was committed tous, and a breach of rhat Juſtice that 
is due from men to them : and therefore I have always 
eſtecmed it as part of my Duty,and it hath 
been always my pratice to be merciful to Prov. 12.10, 
Beaſts; and upon the ſame accqunt | have .* _ 
ever eſteemed it abreach of Truſt, and have accord- 
ingly declined any cruelty to any of thy Creatures, 
and as much 2s I might, prevented it in others, as a 
tyranny, inconſiſtent with the Truſt and Stewardſhip 
that. thou haſt committed to me. I have —_— 
Sor rene nn «uit thoſe 
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thoſe ſports that conſiſt in the torturing of the Crea- 
wres : and if either noxious Creatures mult be deſtroy- 
ed, or Creaturcs for Food muſt be taken, -irharh been 
my practice 80 do it in that manner, that maybe with 
the leaſt torture or cruelty to the Creature z and I have 
ſtill thought-it an unlawful thing to deſtroy thoſe 
Creatures for Recreation-ſake, that either were not 
hurcful when they lived, or are not profitable when 
they are kill:d ; evcr remembring,that chow haſt given 
us a dominion over thy Creatures; yet its under a 
Law of Juſtice, Prudence, and Moderation, otherwiſe 
we ſhould become Tyrants, not- Lords over thy Crea- 
tures : and therefore thoſe things of this nature, that 
others have practiſcd as Recrcations, I have avoided as 
$1ns. 


eAs to thoſe Habits of Mind and Knowledge that 1 bave. 
had or acquired ; and namely, | 

11. Ay Learning of Natmal Cauſes and Effetts, and 
of Arts and SCIENCCs. | 


I have not eſt2emed them the chiefeſt or beſt furnj= 
ture of my mind, bur have accompted them but droſs 
in compariſon of the knowledge of thee and thy Chriſt, 
and him Crucified. In the, Acquiring of them ;1 have 
alwavs obſerved this care: 1, That I might, not $00 
prodigally beſtow my time upon them, to the preju- 
dice of that time and pains for the acquiring-of more 
excellent knowledge, and the greater concernments of 
my Everlaſting Happineſs. | i; 

2, I carried along with me in all my ſtudies! of this 
nature, this great delign of improving them; and the 
knowledge acquired by them, to the Honous,: of thy 
Name, andthe greater diſcoveryof thy Wiſdom,Pow- 
er, and Truth, and fo tranſlated my ſecular learning 
into an. improvement of ſons knowledge z. ang bad | 
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F not and pradtifed that deſign in my acqueſts of 
Humane ing, I had concluded my time — 
becavſe 1 ever thought it unworthy of a man, that had 
an Everlaſting Soul, to furniſh it only with ſuch Learn. 
ing as either would dye with his body, and ſo become 
unuſeful for his everlaſting ſtate,or that in the next mo- 
ment after dcath, would be attained without labour or 
zoil in this life ; yet- this advantage I made and found 
in my —_— to ſecular ſtudies. 

1. It inlarged and habituated my mind for more 
uſeful-inquiries. 

- 2. It carried me up in a great meaſure to the ſound 
and grounded knowledge of thee, the Firſt Cauſe of 
all things, 

3. It kept me from idleneſs and ruſt. 

4. It kept my thoughts, and life oftentimes, from 
temptations to worſe imployments. 

- My Learning and knowledge did not: heighten my 
opinion of my ſelf, parts, or abilities ; but the more | 
knew, the more Humblel was ; 

1. I found it was thy Strength and Bleſling that 
enabled me to it; that gave me underſtanding and en- 
Hrged'ie, 1 did look upon it as a Talent lent me, not 
truly acquired by me. 

- 2, 'The more I knew, the more I knew my own Ig- 
Norance, I] found my ſelf convinced, that there was 
au' Tgnorance in what I thought I knew ; my know- 
ledge was 'but imperfe@t, and defective ; and I found 
an * infinite latitude of things which I knew not ; the 
porther I waded into knowledge, the deeper {till I found 
rt, andjit was -with me, juſt as it is with a Child that 
thinks, that if he covld but come to ſuch a field, he 
ſhou}d be able to touch the Hemiſphere of the Heavens; 
but 'when' ke comes thither;- he finds it as far off as it 

was before. © Thus while my mind purſued krowledge 
I found the'object ſtill as far before me as ic was, if nos 
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much farther, and could no more attain the full and 


 exaCt knowledge of any one Subject, than the hinder 


Wheel of a Chariot can overtake the former 5 though 
I knew much of what others were ignorant, yet ſtill I 
found there was much more, whereof [ was | 
than what I knew , even in the compaſs of a moſt cdn- 
fined and jnconfiderable ſubjeft. And as my very know- 
ledge taught me Humility in the ſenſe of my own Ig+ 
norance, fo it taught me that my Underſtanding was 
of finite and limited power, that takes in things by 
little and lictle, and gradually. 2. That thy Wiſdom 
is unſearchable- and paſt finding out. 3. That thy 
Works, which are bur finite in themſelves,and neceſſa» 
rily ſhort of that infinite Wiſdom by whick-they are 
contrived, are yet ſo wonderful, that as the Wiſe-man 
faith, No man can find out the Work that thou makg ih from 
the Beginning to the End, Ecclef. 3. 11. If a man would 
ſpend his whole life in the ſtudy of a poorFly, there 
would be ſuch a confluence of ſo many wonderful and 
difficult Exhibits in ir, that it would ſtill leave much 
more undiſcoyered than the moſt ſingular wit ever yet 
attained. 

3. It taught me alſo, with the Wiſe-man, to write 
Vanity and Vexation upon all my ſecular Knowledge 
and Learning, Eccleſ. 1: 14. That little that I know, 
was not attained without much Labour, nor yet free 
from much Uncertainty ; and the great reſidwm which 
I knew not, rendred that I knew poor and inconſide» 
rable ; and therefore, « 

* 4. 1 did moſt evidently conclude, that the Happt- 
neſs and Perfection of my Intelleftual Power, was not 
to be foynd in this kind of Knowledge; in a Knowledge 
thus ſenſibly mingled with Ignorance in the things It 
ſeems to know ; mingled with a Diſ-ſatisfaQtion in 
reſpect of the things I know not ; mingled with El 
difficulty in attaining, and reſtleſaeſs when —_— : 
| | | Ne 
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the more I knew, 'the more I knew that I knew not; 
and the more I knew, the more impatient my mind wag 
to know what it knew not ; my Knowledge did ra 
ther inlargemy deſire of. knowing, than fatishe ir; and 
the. molt intemperate. Senſual Appetite under Heaven 
was more: capable of ſatisfaftion by what it enjoyed 
than my Intellectual Appetite or deſire was, or could 
be. ſatisfied with the things 1 knew; but the inlarging 
of my Underſtanding with Knowledge, did but enlarge 
and amplifie the deſire and Appetite I had to know ; ſo 
that what Job's return was upon his inquiſition after 
Wiſdom, Fob 28. 14. The depth ſaith, It is not in me, 
and the Sea ſaith, It is not in me ;, the ſame account all 
my ſeveral Boxes or kinds of knowledge gave me, when 
1 enquired for fatisfaRtion in them : My abſtrat and 
choice ſpeculations in the Aderaphyſicks were of that ab- 
fNratt and comprehenſive nature, that when I had per- 
uſed great Volumes of it, and intended my mind cloſe 
to-It/ yet-it was {ſo Mercurial, that I could hardly hold 
it; and yet ſo extenſive and endleſs, that the more 1 
read ar.thought of it, the more I might. Natural Phi- 
lofoaphy (though it were more tractable, becauſe holdin 
a ' greater -vicinity to Sence and Experiment, yer )1 
found full of uncertainty, much of it grounded upon 
Imaginary Suppodlitions, impollible tg be experimented, 
The latter Philoſophers cenſuring the former, ' and de- 
parting from rhem, and the latter deſpiſing and reje- 
ting both ; the Subject as valt as the viſible or tangji- 
ble Univerſe, and yet every individual ſo complicated, 
that if all the reſt were omitted,any one had more lines 
concentred in it, than were pollible for any one Age 
to ſift to the bottom ;; yet any one loſt, or ngt exactly 
ſcanned, leaves all the reſt uncertain and conjeQtural : 
the very diſquiſition concerning any one part of the 
Brain, the'Eye, the Nerves, the Blood hath perplexed 
the moſt exact Scrutators. Thoſe more dry, yet 
more 
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more demonſtrable concluſions in the Adathemaricks, 
yet they are endleſs and perplexed ; 'The:Proportion 
of Lines to Lines, of Superficies to Superficies, Bo- 
| dies to Bodies, Numbers to Numbers ; nay,. to leave 
N the whole latitude of th2 ſubjects, ſee what long and 
d intricate, and unſatisfatory pains men have taken a- 
d {| bout ſome one particular ſubject, the Quadrature of the 
g | Circle, Conical, Oval, and Spiral Lines; and yer if ir 
78 | could be attained in the perfection of ir, yet theſe three 
o | unhs ppinelles attend ir. 
Fr 1. That it is bur of little Uſe; itis only known that 
e, | it may beknown: That which is of ordinary uſe, either 
ll | in Archirefture, meaſuring of Bodics, and Supertficies, 
n | Mechanicks, buſineſs of Accounts, and the like, is ſoon 
d {| attained, and by ordinary capacities ; the relt are bur 
b- | curiousimpertinents,in reſpect of uſe and'application. 
r- 2. Thar they ſerve only for the Meridian of this life, 
ſe | andof corporal converſe; a ſeperated Soul, or a Spiri- 
Id || tualiz'd Body will not be concerned in the uſe and im- 
l | ployment of them. 
b- 3. But admit they ſhould, yet doubtleſs a greater 
meaſure of ſuch knowledge will be attained in one 
hour after our diſſolution, than the roilſom expenſe 
n {| ofan Age in this life would produce. And the like 
d, | may bc ſaid for Aſtronomical diſquiſuions. What adeal 
e | of doe therc js touching the motion or conſiſtency of rhe 
e | Sun or Earth; the qualiry and habitableneſs of the 
i- | Moon; the matter, quantity, and diſtance of the Stars z 
d, | the ſeveral poſitions, continuity, contiguity, and moti- 
es | ons of the Heavens, the various influences of the Hea- 
e | venly Bodicsin theic  Oppoſitions, ConjunCtions, Af- 
I pets ? When once the Immortal Soul hath flown 
|: | through the ſtories of the Heayens, in one moment all 
he | theſe will be known diſtin&tly, clearly, and evidently, 
d | which here are nothivg but conjectures and opinions, 
et | gained by long reading or obſcrvation. 
\- Upon 


Sz 
os 


300 The Account of 
Upon all thefe conſiderations, I concluded that my 
Intefledtual Power, and the exerciſe of it in” this life, 
was givett me for a more ſure and certain, uſeful, ad- 
yantagious, fuitable and becoming object, even to krow 
thee, the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt, whom thou hiſt 
ſent. Jo. 17. 3. A knowledge thar is uſeful for the ac- 
quiring of - = here and hereafter; a knowledge 
of a ſubject, though infinitely comprehenſive, yet but 
one ; a knowledge; that though ir ſtill move farther, 
yet it ſatisfies in what is acquired,” and doth not dif- 
iet in attaining more ; a knowledge that is of ſuch 
e in the World that is to come, as it is here; a 
knowledge, that the more it is improved in this life, 
the more it is improved in that which is to come ; eve- 
in of it here, is inlarged to a vaſt proportion 
hereafter; a knowledge that is acquired even with a 
confent, a deſire to know, becauſe thy Goodneſs pleaſ- 
eth to fill ſuch a deſire, ro inſtrutt from thy el and 
there is none teacheth like Thee. 


12. Concerning Humane Prudence, and Underſtand- 
ing in Aﬀairs, and Dexterity in the ma- 
vaging of them. 


Thave been always careful to mingle Juſtice and 
Honeſty with my Prudence; and have always eſteem- 
ed Prudence, afted by Injuſtice and Falfity the arran- 
teſt and moſt deviliſh pratice in the World ; becauſe 
it proſtitutes thy gift to the ſervice of Hell, and min- 
gles a Beam of thy Divine Excellence with an extraCti- 
on of the Devils furniſhing, making a man /o-much 


the worſe by how much he is wiſec than others. 1. 


always thought - that Wiſdom, which in a Tradeſ- 
man, and in a Politician was mingled with Deceit, Fal- 
ſity, and Injuſtice, deſerved the ſame name : only the 
latter is ſo much the worſe, becauſe it was of the more 
| | publick 
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publick and general concernment; yet becauſe I haye 
often obſerved great Employments, eſpecially in pub- 
lique Afﬀairs, are ſometimes under great temptations of 
mingling too much craft with prudence, and then to 
miſcal ir Policy, I have, as much as may be, ayoided 
ſuch temptations, and if1 have met with them, I have 
reſolvedly rejected them. 

[ have alwayes obſerved, that honeſty and Plain 
dealing in tranſattions, as well publick as private, is 
the beſt and ſoundeſt Prudence and Policy, and com- 
monly at the long-run over-matcheth 
Craft and Subtilty;for the Deceived and Job. 12. 16. 
Deceiver are thine, and thou art privy 
tothe Subtilty of the one, and the Simplicity of the 
other; and as thou, the great Moderator and Obſerver 
of men, doſt diſpenſe ſucceſs and diſappointments ac- 
cordingly. 

As Humane Prudence is abuſed, if mingled with 
Falfity and Deceit, though the End be never ſo good ; 
ſoit 1s much more imbaſed, if directed to a bad End, 
to the diſhonour of thy Name, the oppreſſion of thy 
People, the corrupting of thy Worſhip or Truth, or to 
execute any Injuſtice towards any perſon, It hath 
been my care, as not to err in the manner, ſo neither 
in the End of the exerciſing of thy Providence. I have 
ever eſteemed thy Prudence then beſt —_—— when 
it was excrciſed in the preſervation and ſupport of thy 
Truth, in the upholding of thy faithful Miniſters, in 
countermining, diſcovering, and diſappointing the de- 
ſigns of evil and treacherous men, in delivering the Op- 
preſſed, in righting the tnjured, in prevention of Wars 
and Diſcords, in preſerving the Publique Peace, and 
Tranquility of the people where I live, in faithful advis 
ſing otmy Prince, and in all thoſe Offices incumbent 
upon me by thy Providence, under every relation. 

When my End was moſt unqueſtionably good, 1 a 
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then took moſt heed that the Means were ſuitable and 
juſtifiable. 1. Becauſe the better the End was, "the 
more eaſily we are couſened into the ufe of ill Means 
ro effe it; we are tooapt to diſpenſe with our ſelyes 
In the preCtice of what is amiſs, in order to the accom- 
pliſhing* of an End that is good ;, we are apt, while 
with great intention of mind we gaze upon the End, 
Not to care what courſe we take, f1o as we zttain it, and 
are apt to think that God will ciſpenſe with, or at lcaft 
over-look the miſcarriage in onr attempts, if the End 
be good. 2. Becauſe many times, if not moſt times, 
thy Name and Honour do more ſuffer by attempting 
a good End by bad Means, than by attempting both a 
bad End, and alſo by bad Means; for bad Ends are ſuj- 
table to bad Means; they are alike ; and it doth not 
immediately, as ſuch, concern thy Honour ; but every 
thing that is Good, hath ſomewhat of thee in it, thy 
Name, and thy Nature, and thy Honour is written up- 
onit; and the blciniſh that is csſt vpon it, is in ſorne 
meaſure caſt upon thee ; and the Evil and Scandal, and 
Infamy, and Uglineſs that is in the Means, is caſt upon 
the End, and doth Ciſparage and blemiſh it, and conſe- 
quently it diſhonours thee. To Rob for Burnt-offerings 
and to Lye for God, is a greater diſſervice to thy Maje- 
ſty, than to Rob for Rapin, or to Lye for advantage. 
Whenſoever my Prudence was Succeſsful, ducly td 
attain a good End, I ever gave thy Name the Glory, 
and ttat in Sincerity. I have known ſome men, ( and 
if a man will obſcrye his own heart, he will find it there 
alſo, unleſs it be ſtriftly denied, ) that will give God 
the Glory of the ſucceſs of a good enterprize, bur yet 
with a kind of ſecret invitation of ſomewhat of praiſe 
for themſelves, their prudence, conduCt, and wiſdom; 
and will be glad to hear of it, and fecretly angry and 
diſcontented if they miſs it, and many times give God 
the Glory wita a kind of oftentation and vain Glory 
3n 
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in doing ſo : but I have given thee the Glory of it up- 
on the account of my very Judgmenrt,that ir is due,and 
due only to thee, I do know that that Prudence that 
I have, comes from thee; and I do know that ir is 
thy Providential ordering of occurrences that makes 
prudential deliberations ſucceſsful, and more is due 
unto thy ordering, diſp9ſing, fitting, timing, direting 
of all in ſeeming caſualties, than there is to that hu- 
mane Counſel by which it is afted, or ſeems to be 
atted z the leaſt whereof, if not marſhalled by thy 
hand would have ſhattered and broken the Counſel 
to a thouſand pieces : Thou giveſt the advice by thy 
Wiſdom, and ſecondeſt it by thy Providence ;' thou 
dealeſt by us as we do by our Children, when we ſer 
them to lift a heavy ſtaff,, or a weight, and we lift with 
them; and we again are too like thoſe Children that 
_ we move the weight, when we move not a grain 
of ir. 


13, Conterning the gift of Elocution, 


I have ever uſed that gift with Humility, not there- 
by ſeeking applauſe to my ſelf, or owning it ; becaufe 
pride and Oftentation in this gift would be ſecret Ido- 
latry to my ſelf, and facriledge to thee, robbing thee 
of thy Glory, and therefore 1ignally vindicated in the 
example of Herod. ACt. 12. 

2. With Truth; 1 never uſed the advantage of m 
Elocution, either to maintain a falſhood, or to abuſe 
credulity into a fooliſh opinion or pry 

3. With Inteority; 1 never uſed the advantage of 
Eloquence or Rhetorick, to deceive people, or tocouſen 
them into a thing. My heart always went along 
with my tongue ;, and if I uſed intention of ſpeech up- 
on any occaſion, it was upon anintention of conviction 


in my lf, of the Truth, neceſlity, uſefulneſs, and = 
neſs 
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"neſs of what I ſo perſuaded: If my Judgment was 


doubtful or uncertain, ſo was my Speech. 1 never uſed 
Elocution or ſpecious Arguments to invite any to that, 
which in my own judgment 1 doubted, or doubted 
whether it were fit or ſcaſonable, all circumſtances con- 
ſidered. -I never uſed my Elocntion to give credit to 
an jill cauſe; to juſtifie that which deſerved blame 
to juſtifie the Wicked, or to condemn the Righteous ; 
to make any thing appear more ſpecious or enormous 
than it deſerved. I never thought my profeſſion ſhould 
either neceſlitate a man to uſe his Eloquence by exte- 
nuations, Or aggrayations to make atiy thing worſe or 
better than it deſerves, or could juſtifie a manin it : to 
proſtitute my Elocution or Rhetorick in ſuch a way, 1 
ever held to be moſt baſely mercenary, and that it was 

ow the worth of a man, much more of a Chriſtian, 

to do, When the caſe was good, and fully ſo ap- 

red to me, I thought then was that ſeaſon, that the 
uſe of that ability was my duty, and that it was given 
me for ſuch a time as that, and I ſpered not the beſt of 
my ability in ſuch a feaſon, and indeed Elocution or 
Rhetorick is a dead and inſipid piece, unleſs it come 
from, and with a heart full of the ſenſe and convicti- 
on of what the' tongue expreſſeth, and then, and not 
till then, Elocution hath its life and energy, 1 eſteemed 
theſe caſes beſt deſerving my Elocution z, andin theſe 
I was warm and earneft ; the ſetting forth of thy Glo- 
ry; the aiſcrting of thy truth ; the deteCtion and con- 
viction of Errors ; the clearing of the Innocent ; the 
aggravating of Sins, Oppreſſions and Deceits : and 
though Iwas careful that 1 did not exceed the bounds of 
truth, or due moderation, yet Iever thought that theſe 
were the ſeaſons for which that Talent was given me; 
and accordingly I imployed it, 
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14. Touching my Body and Bodily Endowments of 
| Health, Strength, and Beamty. 


- '1. In general: I looked upon my Body but as the 
Inſtrument, the Yehicu/aum Anime, and not fo much 
given for its own ſake, as to be an Engine for the 
exerciſe of my Soul, and a Cottage, wherein it might 
inhabit and perfeCt it ſelf; and you that reaſon 1 
was very careful to keep ir uſeful for that end; and . 
that as on the. one ſide, by over-much Severity or Ty- 
ranny over it, I might not tire it; ſoon the other ſide, 
by over-much Pampering or pleaſing it might nor 
make it unruly or maſterleſs, though I held the lat- 
ter far more dangerous : for, 

2. I conſidered and found that my Body was the 
harbour of the moſt dangerous temptations and the 
receptacle of the moſt. dangerous Enemies to my Soul. 
The greateſt, and moſt intimate, and moſt alliduous 
temptations for the moſt part made their applications 
to my Body, and held correſpondence with the Luſts 
and Inclinations of my Fleſh and Blood z the Wine, 
when it gaye its colour in the Cup, and the pleaſant- 
neſs of it, Variety and Curioſity of Meats, beautiful 
and fleſhly Allurements, coftly and exceſſive Apparel, 
Precedence and Honour, Wealth and Power, the Pur- 
yeyor of all Proviſions convenient for the feng of 
fleſbly deſires, opportunities of Revenging ſenſe of In- 
juries, Eaſe, Idleneſs and Delicacy ; theſe, and a thou- 
ſand more made their applications and addreſſes to 
my ſcnſual and corporal Appetite ; the motions of my 
Blood, the Conſtitution or Complexion of my Body, 
the Luſt and deſires of my Fleſh ; or rather this Luſt 


; reached and hunted after them, oy my Body, 


which was given to be inſtrumental ſubſervient 
unto my Soul, was ready _ to caſt off the yoak, _ 
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ſetup forit ſc1f, and proſtitute that noble part to be a 
Servant, a Band unto it, and bring her to that Servi- 
tude and Vaſlalage, that all her Wir, Skill, Activity, 
and Power, was wholly taken up in contriving and 
making 'proviſions for the Fleſh. 1- found that the 
Senſual and/ Beaſtly part was ready ſtill to thruſt the 
Heavenly and IntelleCtual part ont of her Throne, and 
to uſurp ir, and to invert the very order of Nature it 
ſelf; ſo that- both the parts of my Compoſition were 
diſordered, and out of their place, and loſt their uſe. 
My Body, which was given to Serve and obey, 'became 
the Empreſs, and commanded and corrupted my Soul, 
embaſed and enſlaved it to Luſt and diſorder ; -and 
my Soul, which was given to rule, became but the 
miniſter and ſlave of my Body, and was taitited and 
emaſculated by the Empire and Dominion of my Body, 
and the Luſts and ſteams of Concupiſcence that -did 
arife from it; and I confidered that if the Buſineſs! was 
thus cartied, my happineſs was only in this life; When |} , 
Sickneſs, or Diſeaſes, or Death ſhould ſeize upon my | 
Body, I had an Immortal Soul that had loſt her 
time wholly in this World ;- and not/only fo, but was | / 
imbaſed and putrified by theſe noifomLuſts-z and that F j 
the very contagion of my Body was incorporated and | { 
, t 

[ 


diffuſed through my Soul, and could carry nothing 
with her but Immortality and''Difappointment, and 
Defilement 3; and conſequently could expect, ' to all e 
Eternity, nothipg but Vexation and Diſlatisfaction, [ 
and everlaſting Confuſion, Upon all theſe conſide- | $ 
rations,--I reſolved and praCtiſed Severity over - this | £ 
unruly Beaſt, brought my Body into ſubjeCtion, refu- p 
led to gratifie her intemperate deſires, denied them, | ; 
_ them 'in awe and under diſcipline ; and becauſe | , 
Ftound that my fleſhly Luſts, grew petulant, imperious, 1 
and unruly by Variety, Curioſity, and plenty of Meats, 
Driaks, and by Eaſe- and Idleneſs, Ifubdued them by 
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moderate Diet and Temperance, 'by hard Labour and 
Diligence, till I had reduced my body to that ſtate and 
order that became it, that it might be in ſubjeion, 
and not in dominion, might ſerve and not rule, I de- 
nied fatisfaftion to an intemperate Appetite, a wanton 
Eye, a vain wiſh, a worldly defire. My Table was ſpa- 
ring to myſelf, my Cloaths plain, my Retinue and At- 
rendance but neceſſary. I chaſed away my Laſt; with 


. the Contemplations of the Preſence of God, the end of 


Chriſt's Sufferings, the certainty, yet uncertainty of 
Death, the State after Death : and mingled all my En- 
joyments and Deſires with theſe ſerious and cleanſing 
conſiderations : and I peremprorily refuſed to gratifie 
the cravings of an importunate, inordinate, ſenſual Ap- 
petite 3 and did reſolutely let them know, they ſhould 
not, might not expect any better dealing from me, and 
my practice was accordingly. 

3. I found by evident Experience, that it is the grea- 
teſt difficulty that can be, for a man in a good conditi- 
on to give himſelf leave to think it may be otherwiſe. 
There 1s a vanity that accompanies Health, that we can 
ſcarce perſuade our ſelves that we ſhall ever be Sick of 
Dye : we cannot put another eſtimate of our con+ 
dition than we do at preſent injoy, eſpecially if it 
be pleaſing and delightful. To wean my ſelf from this 
impotency of mind, although it hath pleaſed thee to 
give me a ſtrong and healthy conſtitution, yet Toften 
put my ſelf into the imagination and ſuppoſition of 
Sickneſs, thoughts of my Mortality, abſtratted my ſelf 
from my preſent condition of Life and Health; and 
preapprehended Sickneſs, Diſcaſes, old Age, Infifmity 
and Death; and by this means broke and ſcattered 
my confidence of Long Life,continued Health, and took 
up thoughts becoming a Sick, Infirm, or Dying man; 
conſidered how my Accounts ſtood, if God ſhould 
pleaſe to call me away, how I could alienate my mind 
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from the World ; what Patience I had to bear Pain 
and Weakneſs, and. Sickneſs. ln my moſt intire and 
firmeſt Health, it was my care ſo to order my Life and 
Actions, as if the next hour might diſpoil me of 
my-Lite and Health too; I did not, durſt not allow 
my f£elf in any conſiderate praftice of any known fin, 
in procraſtinationof my Repentance, in a Toleration of 
Pathons, upon a ſuppoſition of a continuance of Life, or 
of an unſhaken Health ; but ftill caſt wich my {lf, 
Would 1 do thus, were the firmneſs of my Healch, or 
the thred of my Life to be broken off the next hour ? 
My firm and ſtrong conſtitution made me neither 
Proud nor Preſumprtuous, but the frequent interpoſi- 
tions of the thoughts of my change. kept me Humble 
and Watchtul. 

- 4. In reference to wy Health, I alwayes avoided 
theſe two extreams: 1. I never made it. my Idol, 1 
declined not the due Imployment of my Body in the 
Works of Charity or Necellity,or my ordinary Calling, 
out of a vain fear of injuring my Health ; for I reckon- 
ed my. Health given me in order to theſe imployments; 
and as he is over-curious that will not put' on his 
Cloaths for fear of wearing them out, or uſe his Ax 
in his proper imploymenr, for fear of hurting it; fo 
he gives but an ill account of a healthy body, that durſt 
not imploy it in an imployment proper for him, for 
fear of hurting his health. 2, , I never was vainly pro- 
digal of it, but careful in a due manner to preſerve it ; 
I would decline places of infection, If I had no necet- 
fary Calling that brought me to them ; unneceſſary 
Journeys , expoling my body gratis to unneceſſary 
dangers, eſpecially Intemperance in Eating and Driok- 


A I eſtemed Strength, and Beauty, and Comlineſs 
of Body thy Bleſſing, and invitation to Thankfulneſs ; 
- I efteemed it to carry with it a ſecret — 
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bear a proportioniable Mind and Life to a comely © 
beautiful body; and I look*t upon a beautiful connre- 


' nance, asa juſt EO of a deformed or ugly 


Life or diſpoſition, but I never found in it matter "of 
Pride or Vain-Slory. 1. Becauſe it is thy Gift, and 
not my own Acquiſition. 2. Becauſe a ſinall matter 

uite ſpoils it; a fall, or a diſeaſe ſpoils the greateſt 

rength; a Humour in the face, a Rheume in the eye, 
a Palfie, or the Small-Pox, rnines the greateſt Beauty ; 
or if none of th:ſe happen,” cc either Old Age,or Death, 
turns all into Weakneſs, Deformity or Rotrenneſs, 
learn therefore in the Enjoyments of theſe Bleſſings to 
enjoy them with Humility and Thankfulneſs ; in the- 
loſs of them, to loſe them with Patience and Con- 
tentedneſs ; for I acknowledge thy hand both in the 
Giftand inghe Loſs. . 1 looked upon them as Flowers 
of the Spring, plcaſing to the eye, but of ſhort conti- 
nuance ; the caſualicy of an unruly wind and unſeaſon- 
able froſt, a Worm or Fly might intercept their natu- 
ral courſe of continuance z but they that eſcaped: beſt 
an Autumn or Winter, will intallibly over-take and de- 
ſtroy them. 


15. Concerning my Wealth and temporal ſubſiſtence. 


1. I eſteemed theſe acquiſitions rather the effects 
of thy Providence and Bleſling,, than of my Power or 
Induſtry ; for if inſtrumentally my Induſtry acquired 
them, yet that very induſtry is thy gift ; it is tF.ou that 
giveſtme power to get wealth. Again, 2. Though 
my Induſtry and Dexterity to get wealth, wer? never fo 
great,yet a ſmall interpoſition, either of thy Providence 
or Permiſſion might ſoon diſappoint and frulirate all 
that Dexterity or Induſtry : a Thief, or a Stormy Or a 
Fire, or a Leak, or thediſcompoſure of the Times, or 
aprodigal Wife or Son, or an unfaithful Servant, or a 
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long Sickneſs, or a Misfortune in others whom I truſt, 
ora flaw.in a Title, or aword miſ-interprered, or a 
thouſand other emergencies may in a little ſpace ruine 
the product of many years labour and care. When [1 
haye looked upon a Spider framing his Web with a 
great deal of curioſity and care, and after his induſtry 
of many days, the Maid with the Broom, at one bruſh, 
ſpoils all ; or when 1 have ſeen a Republick of Piſmires 
with great circumſpection chooſing the ſeat of their 
Reſidence, and every one carrying his Egg and Proyi- 
ſions to their common Store-houſe, and 'the Boy with 
a ſtick ſtirring it all abroad,or a_ Hen or Partridge ſcat- 
tering it all alunder, fo that in a little moment, all the 
labour of thoſe poor innocent Creatures is diſappoint- 
ed; it hath often put me,in mind, how eaſily and ſud- 
denly the colleftion of many years may be diſſipated; 
and the Experience of theſe latter times *give fad and 
plentiful inſtances of it. 3. But if none of all theſe viſible 
emergencies happen, yet it is moſt plain, that without 
thy ſecret Bleſling upon honeſt and commendable indu- 
ſtry, it proves unſucceſsful to that end. I have known in 
my own obſervations oftentimes two men equally Indu- 
ſtrious, Sober, Watchful of opportuniries, Srankng yet 
one gets upin the World, the other goes backwards ; 
and neither they, nor l could poſlibly attribute it to any 
other cauſe but this, Thou didfſt bleſs the labour of the 
one, and blow upon the labour of the other, And upou 
all theſe conſiderations I learned in the midſt of all my 
affluence,not to ſacrifice to my own Net,nor to ſay in my 
heart, My Might,and thePower of my hands have gotten 
me this wealth; but I did remember the Lord my God, 
for it is he that gaye me Power to getWealth. Dext.8. 17. 

'2. I did not meaſure thy Favour to me, or the 
Goodneſs or Safety of my qwn condition by my Wealth 
and Plenty ; for I found that thoſe Externals were 
Elther indifferently diſpenſed to the Good and Bad, a 
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if there were any odds, the advantage of Externals ſee- 
med to be to thoſe, whoſe portion we might probably 
conjecture was only in this life, My Wealth and Plen- 
ty therefore rather made me the more jealous of mycon- 
dition, than ſecureinit : It made me ſearch and exa- 
mine my: condition the more ſtrictly and carefully, and 
when upon thel reſult, found my Sincerity and Up- 
rightneſs of Heart, though I with all thankfulneſs ac- 
knowledge thy Goodneſs in giving me Externals, yet 
I often begg?d of thee that my portion might not be in 
this life only ; that as thou gaveſt me Wealth, ſo thou 
wouldeſt give and increaſe thy Gracein my heart ; that 
though I could wiſh the continuance of any External 
advantages as an opportunity to do the more good, yet 
if it were inconſiſtent with my everlaſting intereſt, my 
great expectation in the life to come, 1 ſhould chuſe 
to be without the former rather than loſe the latter ; 
and TI made it my choice rather to be poor here, and 
rich in the life to come, than to be rich here, and loſt 
in the life to come. 

3. And upon the ſame conſideration, I judged my 
ſcIf never * the better Man nor the better Chriſtian, for 
having much of theſe Worldly advantages. I looked 
upon them as External and adventitious advantages, 
that had no ingredience at all into my Soul, unleſs poſ- ' 
ſibly for the worſe. I found a man might be Rich 
or Honourable, in reſpett of his Birth or Place, and yet 
a Fool,a Glutton, Luxurious, Vain, Imperions, Cove- 
tous, Proud, and in all probability the more obnoxious 
to theſe diitempers by his wealth or greatneſs : on the 
other ſide a Man might be Poor and Wiſe, and Learn- 
ed, Sober, Humble, and poſlibly his Poverty might in 
reference to theſe Virtuous Habits be an advantage, My 
Riches and Honour therefore never made me ſet one 

rain of value the more upon my ſelf, than if I had 


been without them. 1 eſteemed it as an Inſtrument, 
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that being put into a Wiſe, Prudent, Faithful, and Li- 
beral hand, might be of uſe; but gave no more value 
to that inherent worth of the man, than the Ax or the 
Saw gives Skill-ro theCarpenter. 

4. I eſteemed all the Wealth and Honour that I had, 
but intruſted to me by the Great Maſter of the World; 
a Talent which thou committedſt to me as thySteward, 
and upon account ; and this conſideration cauſed me 
to judge and eſteem of my Wealth, and diſpenſe the 
ſame quite in another way, than is ordinarily done. 

1. 1did not eſteem my ſelf the Richer ar all for my 

multitude -of Riches; I eſteemed ro more given me 
than what was in a reaſonable manner proportionable 
to my Neceſſities, to my Charge and Dependance, and 
to the Station I had in the World ; all the reſt I looked 
upon as none of mine, but my Maſters ; it was rather 
my burthen than my poſſeſſion , the more 1 had, the 
more was my Care, and the greater the Charge that | 
had under my hands, and the more was my Solicitude 
to be a Faithful Steward of it, to the Honour and Uſe 
of my Maſter ; but my part was the leaſt that was in 
it: Indeed I rejoyced in this, that my Maſter eſteemed 
me Wiſe and Faithful, xommitting the Diſpenſation 
thereof to my Truſt; but I thought it no more mine, 
than the Lord's Baily, or the Merchant's Caſh-keeper 
thinks his Maſter's Rents or Money his. 
' 2. Andtherefore thought it would be a breach of 
my Truſt to conſume or imbezil that wealth in Excef- 
ſive Superfluities of Meat, Drink, or Apparel, or in ad- 
vancing my ſelf, or my poſterity to a maſlie or huge 
Acqueſt. - 

3. But 1 imployed that over-plus in ſupport of the 
Miniſtry, in Relief of the Poor, in Redemption of 
; Captives, in placing Children to School and Appren- 
tice, iu ſetting the Poor on work; and with ſubmiſſion 
to thy Wiſdom, I thought thar this latter was an cqual, 
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if not a greater Charity than the incouragement of idle 


or diſſolute perſons by liberal ſupplies : becauſe ir kept 
them” in their way that Wiſdom and Providence harh 
deſigned for the Children of men. 

4. And in thoſe Imployments of Men in thoir L+- 
bours I ſtill held this courſe : 1. To altow them com 
_ Wages. 2; That the greateſt expence {h:a;l4 

rather in the Labour than in the Materials. 3. T 1: 
the nature of the Work ſhould he ſuch as migiit bri«.r 
me in a return of Profit, rather than of Curioſity :. + 
cauſe rhe Proceed might be a Stock for farther Char: 
ty or Publique Advantage. But rather than the Poor 
ſhould want imployment and ſubſiſtence, I thought ir 


allowable to imploy them in ſuch Labours as might 


yield them a Lawful profit, though it yielded Me only 
a Lawful Contentment ; as in Building, - Planting, 
and the like honeſt, though not altogether profita- 
ble, imployments; in all which, my principal. Deſign 
was the ſupport of others, and my own contentation 
was - only a concomitant of it; and I thought fuchan 
unprofitable Contentment lawfully acquired, when it 
was attained by the honeſt Labour and convenient pro- 
fit of thoſe that I imployed. 5. And by this conlide- 
ration, I kept my heart from making my Wealth, ei- 
ther my Confidence or my Treaſures; I kept a looſe 
affection towards it ; If I had it, Ieſt it asth 
depoſitum, an increaſe of my account andcare; if I 1 

it without my own folly or fault, I looked upon that 
loſs as a diſcharge of ſo much of my accounts and 
charge ; I had the leſs to anſwer for. 

5. I eſteemed my wealth, 1. As uncertain to con- 
tinue with me, for it hath its wings, and might take 
its flight, when I little thought of it. 2. As that 
which I muſt leave when I dye. 3. As not uſeful af- 
ter death for any purpoſe whatſoever unto me. 4. As 
that which makes me obnoxious to Envy and ho 
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while I live, 5. As Unuſeful at all, -but when it is. go” | 


ing away, viz. In the Expence of it: 6. Asa great 
temptation to Pride, Vanity, Infolence and Luxury. 
upon all theſe and many more conſiderations, 1 
ever thought it two low to ſet my -Heart upon ir, and 
tao weak' to place my confidence in it. ' When 1 had 
it therefore, | received it Thankfully, uſed it Soberly 
and Faithfully ; when I loſt it, I loſt it Patiently and 
Contentedly. 
2.:In as much as my Wealth x ſpecie, mult be left 
when I dye, and I could. not poſſibly carry that luggage 
_ Into the other World; andifI could, it would not be 
of uſe there, I endeavoured ſo to order and husband ir, 
Luk, 12-33. fhat I might receive it, though not 1n kind, 
Marth. 6:20. yet by way of exchange after death ; and 
x Tin-6.18, becauſe I found in thy Word, that be that 
19. wweth to the Poor, lendeth to the Lord, Pro. 
19. 17. Wn | he that giveth toa Prophet but a cup of cold 
water in the name of a Prophet, ſhould receive a Prophet's 
Reward, Mat. 10, 41. 1 have taken that courſe ſo to 
diſpoſe this unrighteous Mammon here, that I might 
make the God of Heaven my Debtor, not by Merit, but 
by Promiſe; and ſo I have made over that great 
. wealth, that thou didſt ſend me,unto the other World ; 
and bleſſed be thy condeſcention to thy Creatures, that 
when thou makeſt us thy Debtors and Accountants in 
this World, by thy Talent of all kinds that thou deli- 
vereſt us, thou art pleaſed upon the Performance of 
our Duty in that Truſt, to make thy ſelf a Debtor to 
thy Creature by a Promiſe of an Everlaſting Reward. 


16. Touching my Eminence of Place or Power 
in this World, this is my Accompt. 


1. I never ſought or deſired it, and that upon theſe 
mw} z. BrcagE { eaſily fam. 1906 & way ether s 
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Burthen than a Priviledge; it made my Charge, and 
my Accompts the greater, my Contentment and Reſt 
the leſs; 1 found enough in it, to make me decline 
it in reſpect of my ſelf, but not any thing that could 
invite me to ſeek or deſire it, 2. That External Glo- 
ry and Splendor that attended it, I eſteemed as Vain 
and Frivolous in it ſelf, a bate to allure Vain and In- 
conſiderate perſons to affeft and delight, not valuable 
enough to invite a Conſiderate Judgment to defirewor 
undertake it. I eſteemed them as the Guilt that co- 
yers a bitter Pill, and I looked through this dreſs and 
outſide, and eaſily ſaw that it covered a State obnoxi- 
ous to Danger, Solicitude, Care, Trouble, Envy, Dit- 
content, Unquietneſs, Temptation and Vexation. L 
elteemed (ir) a condition which if there were any di- 
temper abroad, they would infallibly be - hunting and 
puſhing at it ; and if it found any corruptions within, 
either of Pride, Vain-Glory, Ilaſolence, VindiCtiveneſs, 
or the like, it would be ſure to draw them out and 
ſet them to work, which if they prevailed, it made 
my Power and Greatneſs not only my Burthen, bur 
my Stn ; if they prevailed not, yet it requireda molt 
Watchful, Aſſiduous,and Severe Vigiant Labour and 
Induſtry to ſuppreſs them. 

2, Whenl Undertock, any Place of Power or Emi- 
nence, firſt I looked to my Call thereunto, to befſuch 
as I might diſcern to be thy Call, not my own Ambi- 
tion. 2. That the Place were ſuch as might be an- 
ſwered by ſuitableAbilities in ſome meaſure to perform. 
3. That my End in'it might not be the fatisfattion 
of any Pride, Ambition, or Vanity in my ſelf, but to 
ſerve thy Providence and my Generation honeſtly and 
faithfully, In all which, my undertaking was not an act 
of my Choice, but of my Duty. 

3. In the Holding or Exerciſing of theſe Places, 1. I 
kept my heart humble, 1 yalued not my ſelf one Ron 
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the more for it. 1, Becauſe I eaſily found that that 
baſe affection of Pride, which commonly is the Fly that 
hannts ſuch imployments, would render me diſhonou- 
rable to thy Majeſty, and diſſerviceable in the imploy- 
ment. 2. Becauſe I ealily ſaw Great Places were 
Slippery places, the mark of Envy. It was therefore 
alwayes my care ſo to behave my ſelf in it, asI might 
be ina capacity to leave it; and fo ro leave it, as that 
when 1 had left it, T might have no fcars and blemiſhes 
ſtick upon me. I carried therefore the ſame evenneſs 


of temper in holding it, as might become me if I were- 


withcut it. 3. I found enough in Great Imploy- 
ments, to make me ſenſible of the Danger, Troubles, 
and Cares of it z enough to make me Humble, but not 
enough to make me Proud and Haughty. 

4. I never made uſe of my Power or Greatnefs to 
ſerve my own Turns, either to heap up Riches, or to 
oppreſs my Neighbour, or to Reyenge Injuries, or to 
Uphold or bolſter out Injuſtice ; for though others 
. thought me Great, I knew my felf to be ſtill the ſame, 
and in all things, beſides the due execution of my 
"mg my deportment was juſt the fame, as if I had 

n no ſuch man : for firſt, | knew that I was but thy 
Steward and Miniſter, and placed there to ferve thee 
and thoſe Ends which thou propoſedſt in my prefer- 
ment, and not to ſerve my ſelf, much leſs my Paſſions 
or Corruptions. And further, I very well and practi- 
cally knew, that Place, and Honour, and Preferment, 
are things Extrinſ:cal, and have no ingredience into 
the Man : his value and eſtimate before,and under, and 
after his Greatneſs, is ſtill the ſame in it felf, as the 
Counter that now ſtands for a penny,anon for (ix pence, 
anon for twelve pence,is ſtil} the fame Counter though 
its place and extrinſecal denomination be changed. 

5- 1 improved the opportunity of my Place, Emi- 
nence, and Greatneſs to ſerve Thee and my Country 

za 
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io it, with all Vigilance, Diligence and Fidelity. 
ecfted, countenanced, and encouraged thy Wor” 
ip, Name, Day, People. I did faithfully, Execute 
Juſtice according to that Station I had; I Reſcued the 
Oppreſled from the Cruelty, Malice, -and Infolence of 
their Opprellors, 1 -cleared the Innocent from unjuſt 
Calumnics and Reproaches; I was inſtrumental to 
place thoſe in Offices, Places, and Imployments of truſt 
and conſequence, that were Honeſt and Faithful; I 
removed thoſe that were Diſhoneſt,Irreligious, F alſeor 
Unjuſt , I did diſcountenance, and as they juſtly fell 
under the Verge of the Law, I puniſhed Prophane, 
Turbulent, Atheiſtical, Licentious perſons. My Great» 
nefs was a ſhelter to Virtue and Goodneſs, and a ter- 
xor to Vice and lrreligion ; 1 interpoſed to cool the 
ferocity and viol:nce of others ageinſt good men, u 
on miſtake or ſlight, and inconfiderable differences : I 
ſum, 1 ſo uſed my place and Greatneſs, and ſocarried 
my ſelf in all things, as if all the whileI had ſeen thee 
the great Maſtcr oi all the Families in Heaven and 
Earth ſtanding by me. I often conſulted my Inſtrutti- 
ons, by written Word, and the impartial Anſwers of 
my Conſcicnce ; and I ſtrictly perſued it ; and when I 
found my ſelf at any time at a loſs, by reaſon of the 
difficulty. and perplexity of emergencics, I did in an 
eſpecial manner apply my felf unto Thee for Advice 
and Direction. 


17. Touching my Reputation and Credit. 


1. I never affected the Reputation of being Rich, 
Great, Crafty, Politick ; but 1 eſteemed muca a deſer- 
ved reputation of Juſtice, Honeſty, Integrity, Virtue, 
and Piety. - ; 

2, I neyer thought that Reputation was the thing 
primarily to be looked after in the exerciſe of Virus 
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for that were to affect, the ſubſtance for the fake of the 
ſhadow, which had been a kind of levity and impo- 
tence of mind ; but I looked at Virtue and- the worth 
of it,” as that which was the firſt deſireble,” and Reputa« 
tion as a handſome and uſeful acceſſion to it. 

3. The Reputation of Juſtice and Honeſty I was al- 
ways careful to keepuntainted, upon theſe grounds : 
1. Becauſe a blemiſh in my Reputation would be dif- 
honourable to thee. 2. It would be an abuſe ofa 
Talent which thou hadſt committed to me. 3. Ir 
would be a weakning of an inſtrument which thou hadſt 
put into my hands, upon the ſtrength whereof, much 
good might be done by me. 

4. 1 found both in my ſelf and others a Good Re- 
putation had theſe two Great Advantages in it : 1. In 
reſpect of the party that had it, it was a handſome In- 
centive to Virtue, and did ſtrengthen the Vigilance and 
Care of them that had it, to preſerve it. There is a cer- 
tain honeſt worth and delight in it, that adds ſome- 
what to'the care and jealouſie of good minds not rafh- 
ly to loſe it. The value and worth of Virtue, though 
it far exceeds the value of that Reputation that ariſerh 
from: it, yet it is more Platonick and Spiritual, and hath 
not alwaies that impreſſion upon us, asthe fence of our 
Reputation hath ; and I alwaies looked upon it as no 
{mall evidence of thy Wiſdom in Governing Men, in 
adding a kind of External Splendor and Glory to Good- 
neſs and Virtue, which might be, and is a means to 
preſerve the other, as the Shell or Husk to preſerve a 
Kernel. 2. In reſpeCt of - others, becauſe it is both an 
allorement to the practice of that Virtue which attends, 
and alſo giyes a man a fairer opportunity and Strength 
to exerciſe any worthy and Good aCtions for the Goed 
of others. + A man of a deſerved Reputation hath of- 
ten-times an opportunity to do that good which ano- 

her wants, and may - praCtife it with more ſecurity 
ad ſucceſs, 5. Theſe 
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5. Theſe Temptations 1 alwaies found je 


fair Reputation, and I ſtil} watched and declined 


2s Peſts and Cankers. 1. Pride and Vain-glory; I e- 
ſteemed this as that which would ſpoil and deface not 
only my Soul, but even that very Reputation which L 
had acquired. There is nothing ſooner undoes Re- 
putation, than the Pride and Vain-glory that a man 
takes in it. 2. Idlenefs and Remiſneſs, when a man 
begins to think that he hath ſuch a ſtock thereof, that 
he may now fit ſtill, ang with the Rich Manin the 
Goſpel, pleaſe himſelf that he hath enough laid up for 
many years, and therefore heat once ſtarves both his 
Goodneſs and Reputation. 3. Adaring to adventure 


upon ſome very ill ation, upon a ſecret and deceitful 


confidence in his Reputation, thinking now he hath ac- 
vired ſuch a ſtock of Reputation, that he may with 
ecrecy and ſafety, and ſucceſs, adventure upon any 
thing in confidence that his Reputation will bear him 
out. 4. A man of great Reputation ſhall be ſure by 
thoſe in Power, to be put upon actions that may ſerve 
Turn; this is the Devils Skill; for if he carry it out 
upon the ſtrength of his Reputation, the Devil makes 


the. very reſult of : Virtue and Worth the. inſtrument of 


Injuſtice and Villany ; but if he miſcarry, the Devil 
hath got his end upon him, in that he hath blaſted 
him, and wounded thy Honour which ſuffers in his 
diC.reputation. 5. A great Reputation, and the ſenſe 
of it, and delight in ir, it is apt to put a man upon any 
Shifts, though.never ſo unhandſome to ſupport it. 6. 
It makes a man often-times over-timerous in doing that 
which is Good and Juſt, leſt he ſhould ſuffer 1 his 
Reputation with ſome party, whoſe concernment may 
lyeinit. 7. It is apt to make a man impatient of any 
the leaſt blemiſh that may be cauſeleſly caſt upon him, 
and to ſink under it. A man of a great Reputation, 
and ( who )) ſets his heart upon it, is deſperately - 
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fibleof any thing that may wound it. Therefore, 

- 6, Though 1 have loved my Reputation, and have 
been yigyant not to loſe or impair it by my own de- 
fault or neglect, yet 1 have looked-upon it as a brictle 
thing, a thing that the Devil aims to hit jn a ſpecial 
magner, 2 thing that is much in the power ofa falle 
report, 'a miſtake, a miſ-apprehenſion to wound and 
hurt; notwithſtanding all my care,l am at the mercy of 
others, without God's wonderful over-ruling Proyi- 
dence. And as niy Reputatjon is the eſteem that 0- 
thers-have of me,ſo that Eſteem may be blemiſhed with- 
out my. default. 1 have therefore always taken this 
Care, not to ſet my Heart upon my Reputation. |] 
will uſe all Fidelity and Honeſty, and take care it ſhall 
rot be loſt' by any default of mine; and if notwith- 
Randing all this, my Reputation be foiled by evil, or 
envious Men or Angels, 1 will patiently bear it, and 
content my ſelf with the Serenity of my own Con- 
ſcience, Hic murus abenexs efto. : 
+77. When thy Honour, or the good of my Country 
was concerned, 1 then thought it was a ſeaſonable time 
tolay oor my Reputation for the advantage of either, 
and to adt it, and by, and upon it,. to the higheſt, in 
the uſc of all lawful Means ; and upon ſach an occaſion 
the Councel of Afordeces to Heſther was my incourage- 
ment,  Hefher 5, Who knoweth whether God hath 
——_ this Repuration and Eſteem for ſuch a time 
as t 
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DIRECTIONS 


Touching the keeping of the 


Lords day 


TO HIS 
CHILDREN. 


Children, 


Hen I laſt Lodged in this place, in my 

Journey upto London, | ſ-nt you from 

| hence divers [nſtruttions concernins your 
Speech,an1 how you ſhould manage it, 


and requircd you to take Copies of ic, and to direct 
your practice according to it. I forgot ro enquire of 
you, whether you had taken Copies of it , bucl hope 
you have ; and I do again require you to he careful 1n 
obſerving thoſe and my former Direttions given to you, 
ſome in Writing, and many more by Word of mouth, 
I have been careful that my Exanple might be a viſible 
dire&tion to you ; bur if that hath been defeCtive, 
or not. ſo full and clear a pattern of your imitation , 
eſpecially in reſpect of my different condition from! 
fs yet I am certain that thoſe Rules and Directions, 
which I have at _ en gr you, bo dj" 
ting and by Word of month, have been tound,. a 
& and by Y 7 whotfotte, 
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wholſome, and*ſeaſonable : and therefore I do expect 
that you ſhould remember and prattiſe them * and 
though your young years cannot yet perchance ſee the - 
reaſon or uſe of them, yet aſſure your ſelves, time and 
experience will make you know the benefit of them. 
In eAdvice given to youny People, it fares with them as It 
doth with young Children that are taught to Read, or 
young School-Boys that learn their Grammar rules 
that learn their Letters, and then they learn to ſpell a 
Syllable , and then they learn to put together ſeveral 
Syllables to make upa word ; or they learn to derline 
a Noun, or to form a Verb; and all this while, they 
underſtand not to what end all this trouble is, nor what 
it means. But when they come to be able to read En- 
gliſh, or to make a piece of Latin , or to conſtrue a 
Latin Author, then they find all theſe Rudiments 
were very neceſlary, and to good purpoſe ; for by this 
means they come to underſtand what others have 
written, and to know what they knew and wrote, 
and thereby improve their own knowledg and under- 
ſtanding. Juſt ſo it is with young people, in re- 
ſpect of Counſel and Inſtruftion , when the Fa- 
ther, or the Miniſter , or ſome wiſe and underſtand- 
ing man doth ſometimes admoniſh , ſometimes chide 
and reprove, ſometimes inſtruct, they are apt to won- 
der, why ſo much ado, and what they mean, and it is 
troubleſome and tedious, and ſeems impertinent z and 
they are ready to ſay within themſelves, that the time 
were better ſpent in Riding, or Hunting or Merri- 
ment, or Gaming ; but when they come to riper years, 
then they begin to find that thoſe Inſtructions of the 
Ancient, or of excellent uſe to manage the Converſa- 
tion, and to direct the Attions, and to ayoid Incon- 
veniences and Miſchiefs, and Miſcarriages, to which 
they areſubjeft without the help of theſe Counſels. And 
aq hath been my Pratice to give you line —_ 
line, andprecept upon precepr, to enable you to we 
an 
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and order your courſe of life through an evil and dan- 
gerous world ; and to require you to be frequent its 
readin; the Scriptures with due obſervation and under- 
ſtanding, which will make you wiſe for this life,” and 
that which is to come. 

I am now come well to F. from whence I wrote to 
you my former Inſtruttions, concerning your Words 
and Speech; and I now intend to write ſomething to 
you of another Subject, viz. your Obſervation of the 
Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday z and this I do, 
for theſe Reaſons. 

1. Becauſe it hath pleaſed God to caſt my lot ſo, 
that I am to reſt at this place upon that Day, and the 
conſideration therefore of that duty, is proper for me 
and for you; it is Opus d es in die ſuo, the work fit and 
proper for that Day. 

2, Becauſe I have by long and found Experzenct 
found, that the due Obſervance of this Day,-and of 
the Duties of it, have been of ſingular comfort and 
advantage to me; andI doubt not but it will prove 
ſo to you. God Almighty is the Lord: of our time, 
and lends it to us, and as it is but juſt we ſhould con- 
ſecrate this part of that time to him; fo I have 
found by a Strict and Diligent Obſervation , that a 
due Obſervation of the Duty of this Day, hath ever 


had joyned to it, a Bleſling upon the reſt of my time; *- 


and the Week that hath been ſo begun, hattr been 
bleſſed and proſperous to me ; and on the ofher ſide, 
when I have been negligent of the Duties of this 
Day, the reſt of the Week hath been unſucceſsful and 
tinhappy to my own ſecular Imployments ; fo that 
Icould eaſily make an eſtimate of my ſucceſſes in my 
own ſecular Imployments the Week following, by 
the matiner of my paſſing of this Lay : and this I do 
not write lightly or Inconſiderately, but upon a tong 
and found Obſervation = Experience. Ny 
8 " 
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3, Becaufel find in the World much Loofneſs, ard 


. _ eMpoſtacy from this Duty. People begin to be cold and 


careleſs in it, allowing themſelves Sports and Recrea- 
tipns, and ſecular imployments in it, without any ne- 
ceſſity, which is a ſad ſpectacle, and an iil yung 
It. concerns me therefore ( that am your Fa 
much as | may, to reſcue you from that fin, which 
the Examples of others, and the inclination, and 
inconſideratencſs of yourh is otherwiſe apt to lead you 
Into, 

| ſhall therefore ſet down unto you particularly ( and 
not in generals only ) thcſe things, 1. What is the 
Reaſon and Ground of your Obſcrvation of this Day. 
2. What things ought nor to bedore upon this day, 
which poſſibly may beLawiul upon another Day.3. What 
things be done upon this Day. 4. What things are 
Either fit or neceſſary tobe done in order to the Sancti- 
fication of this Day. 

. 


I. Touching the firſt of theſe, wiz. the reaſon of the 

Obſervation and Sayittification of this Day , and the Rea- 
ſons, are theſe : 
1. It is 4 Aforat Duty, that ſince the Glorious God 
gives me my time, 1 ſhould conſecrate and fer a-part 
tome portion of that timc in a fpecial mannner to his 
Service. 

2. And becauſe the Glorious God beſt knows, what 
portion of time is fit to be peculzarly dedicated to his 
Service, that fo the Morality of that Time might be 
determiaed unto ſome certainly, - he hath by his ex- 
preſs Precept-givento his Ancient People the Jews, {5- 
mitted, cone. day. of ſeven, to, be that ſpecial: portion of 
time, which, he. would bave peculijezly dedicated: to his 

Ivice, and-fo to conclude, and... into it the Mora- 
lity of that Duty, 

$. This ſeveyth portion of time, under the old 
PUS if, Is Law 
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Law given to the Jews, was determined by the Pre- 
cept and Command of God, in the 4th Command, and 
likewiſe by his own Example confMned to the 7th 
day from the Creation, upon which the Lord reſted 
from his works of Creation. | 

4. Butour Saviour Chrift,, who is the Son of God,Bleſ- 
kd for ever, and is Lord of the Sabbath, ful- PL 
filling the work of our Redemption by his 9% 1% 
Reſurre:tion upon the firſt day of the Week, and by his 
Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt miraculouſly the firſt day of 
the Weck , and by the ſecret eAleſſaze of the Spirit to 
the Apoſtles 'and Primitive Church , hath tranſfared 
the obſervation of the Seventh day of the Week 
to the Firſt day of the Week, which is our Chriſtian 
Sabbath ; that as our Chriſtian Baptiſm ſucceeds the 
Sacrament of 'Circumciſion , and as our Chriſtian 
Paſcha, the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, ſucceeded 
the Jewiſh Paſſeover ; ſo our Chriſtian Sabbath the 
Firſt day of the Week, ſucceeds the Sabbath of the 
Seventh day of the Week ;, and that Morality, which 
was by Almighty God , under that Covenant con- 
fined to the Seventh day, is by the Example of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles , to us Gentiles , transferred 
to the firſt day of the Week ; and that which would 
have been morally a violation of the morality of the 
Fourth Command under the Jewiſh Sabbath, is a 
violation of the ſame Fourta Command, if done v 
on the Chriſtian Sabbath : though the Stridtneſs , 
and Severity injoyned to the Jews, be not altoge- 
ther the ſame that is now required of Chriſtians, And 
thus you have' the Reaſon of the Obligation upon us 
Chriſtians, to obſerve the Firſt day of the week,becauſe 
by more than a humane Inſtitution, the Morality of 
the Fourth Command, is transferred to the Firſt day of 
- the Week, being our Chriſtian Sabbath; and ſo the 
Fourth Commandntent is not abrogated ; but only jo 
Y 3 J 
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day changed, and the Morality of that Command 
only tranſlated, not adnulled. | 

II. 2. Concegging the Second. It is certain that 
what is xnlawful to be done upon another day, is much 
more unlawful upon this ; as Exceſs and Intempe- 
rance, and the like ſinful and unlawful aCtions, 
But further, there are many things that may be laws 
fully done on another day, which may not lawfully 
be done upon this; and many things that are nor 
only hk upoa another day, but alſo fit and de- 
cent, which are yet unfit to he done upon this day, 
Upon other days we may and muſt imploy our ſclves 
in our ſecular and ordinary Callings; we may uſe 
bodily Exerciſes and Recreations, as Bowling, Shoot- 
ing, Hunting, and divers other Recrcations; we 
may ſtudy humane Learning : But I hold theſe to be 
not only unfit, but unlawful to be uſed upon this day, 
and therefore remember it. Moderate walking may 
thus far be uſed, ſo far only, as it enableth to' the 
more chearful and lively performance of the duties of 
this day ; and therefore 1 allow you to walk ſoberly 
2 half an hour after Dinner, to dig<ſt your Mear, 
ghat you be not drowſje, nor indiſpoſcd in the Re- 
ligious duties of the day. Merry, but harmleſs talk- 
ing, or talking about ſports or worldly buſineſs, may 
be uſed another day, but not upon this. Feaſtings 
may be ſometimes ſeaſonably uſed upon other days, 
but are not'fit upon this day. Let only ſuch Pro- 
viſion be made upon this day, as may be neceſſary for 
the Feeding of the Family, and the Poor ; and there- 
fore I hold that Curioſities, baking of Meats and ſuper- 
Huous proviſions upon this day are to be ayvided, as be- 
ing an unneceſſary breaking of the reſt of this day, and 
unbeſceming the ſolemnity of it. | - 

ItI. 3. What things may he done this day, is a Queſtion 
of z great Latitude z becauſe Circumſtances are ay, 
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that do much diverſific the ations of men, and ma- ' 
ny times render them lawful or unlawful , accordin 

to thoſe varieties of Circumſtances. Therefore I ſhall 
ſhortly fer down thoſe things that do not of them- 
ſelves direCtly tend ro the SanCtification of this day, 
that yet may, and ſometimes muſt be done upon this 
day. For there were many things that were ſtritly 
enjoyned to the Jews in their obſcryation -of their 
Sabbath , which were Ceremonial , and concerned 
only that State, and do not oblige under the Goſpel 
as their dreſſing of Meat upon this day was prohi- 
bited to them, but not tous; and many more things 
they did forbear and count unlawful, which in truth 
were not only not forbidden, but enjoyned , 
and commanded , for which our Lord re- —— 

rovesthePhariſees,who accounted it a breach of the Sab- 
ath to heal the Sick, or to pluck the Ears of Corn for 
the neceſſary relief of Hunger. Therefore, 

1. Works of abſolute Neceſſity for Man or Beaſts 
may he done upon the Lord's day. And thoſe I 
call works of Neceſlity , which cannot be done be- 
fore the day , or after, without apparent, danger. 
As for inſtance, ſtopping of the Breach of a Sea- wall z 
ſupporting a Houſe, that upon a ſudden tempeſt or 
caſualty 1s ready to fall; pulling out an Oxe or 
-other Beaſt fallen into a Ditch Preventing of a 
Treſpaſs, that by a ſudden Accident may be occa- 
ſioned to my Torn, or my Neighbour's ; Setting of 
a broken Bone; Phyſick to remove an incumbent , 
or imminent Diſeaſe or Pain; Milking of Cowes ; 
Feeding of Cattle; The neceſſary dreſſing of Meat 
for the Family, and many more inſtances of that 
kind, But yet therein, great warineſs and integri- 
ty muſt be uſed; for otherwiſe Men under pretence 
of neceſſity , will take the liberty to do what they 
pleaſe. Therefore take theſe Cautions concerning 


Neceſſity. Y 4 I, 


328 Direftions for keeping 
." 1. That is not a Neceſlity that excuſeth a work 
ppon this day, which might have been reaſonably 
fore-ſeen and done before the day : As for inſtance, 
'A man hath 2 neceſlity to dreſs Meat for his Family, 
which he might haye provided on the Saturday, and 
negletts it; this neceſſity will not juſtife him in 
Fnding two or three miles to buy meat upon 'the 
ord's Day. 

2. That is not a Neceſſity, which may be forborn 
to be done without any abſolute deſtruction or loſs 
of the thing, until the Morrow. If a rick of Hay be 
on fire, I may endeavour to quench it on the Lord's 
Day : but it my Corn be cut, and Iying vpon the 
ground on the Saturday, though the weather be 'rai- 
Ny, OT inclining to wet, I may not make it. into 
Cocks, or. fetch jt home upon the Lord's Day ; be- ' 
cauſe poſſibly Almighty God may ſend fair weather 
to morrow, And therefore in my forbearance 1 do 
two duties under one, viz. obſerve his Law, and reſt 
upon his Providence. #** Men make neccſlities many 
times to ſerye their Eaſe and Sloth and Fancies, when 
in truth, there is none , but the buſiceſs may be de- 
ferred without any danger. If we would be more 
Faithful in our Obedience to God, we ſhoald find 
many pretended Neceſlitics to vaniſh into meer Ima- 
pinations, = 

* 3. Works of Charty. Relief of the Poor ; Admi- 
niſtring Phylick upon an apparent neceſſity ; Viſiting 
or Comforting the :fficted ; Admoniſhing the dil- 
orderly ; perſuading Peace between Neighbours of- 
tended, and endeayouring 'to compoſe differences 
which require not much examination, or cannot be 
deferred without an apparent danger of greater miſ- 
chief. Theſe are not only permitted, but commend- 
able, nay, commanded upon this Day. But if the bu- 
fincſs require examinatzon, or may be deferred till 
#-- { Mt 6 to 
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to morrow, then- it is beſt todefer ſuch examinations 
and treaties , between offended parties ; till another 
day , becauſe they will take away too much of the 
lictle pretious portion of time of this day, and may 
be as well done to morrow. 

4. As for the fourth, what is proper, fit, or neceſſa- 
ry to be done, in order to the Santtification of this Day, 
| will ſet down particularly ; for Generals ſeldom 
produce any great effect, be every man is apt to 
conſtrue them according to his one mind and liking. 

1, I would not have you meddle with any Re- 
creations , Paſtimes, or ordinary work of your Cal- 
ling, -from Satwrday-night at eight of the Clock, till 
Monday-morning. For though I am not apt to. think 
that Saturday-mght- is part of the Chriſtian Sabbath , 
yet It is fit then to prepare the heart for it. 

2. Riſe at leaſt three hours before Morning Ser- 
mon; and when you have made. your ſelf fully ready, 
and waſhed, and fitted your ſelf for the Solemnity of 
the day , Read two Chapters in the Bible , and then 
go ſolemnly to your Private Prayer, and defire of God 
his Grace to enable you to Sanctifie his Day : and af- 
ter your private Prayer, 'Read another Chapter, and 
let your Reading be with Attention, Obſervation, and 
Uncovered on your head. | 

3. When you are in the Publick Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of God, be Uncovered all the while © Reading, 
Praying, or Preaching, and it. the weather be too 
wear aSattin Cap. 

4. Kneel upon your knees at Prayer. Stand up at 
the reading of the Pſalms, and at the firſt and ſecond 
Leſſon, and the Epiſtle and Goſpel , the Hymns and 
Crecds; ſo you ſhall ayoid offence, and give the fame 
honour to every part of the Holy Scripture: But ſtand 
, not up at reading of any Apocryphal Book, if any hap» 
pen to be read. 


5. Sit 
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5. Sit at the Sermon and be very attentive at 
your Prayers, and in your hearing, I commend 
your Vriting the Sermon, eſpecially till you: are one 
or two and twenty years old , becanſe young minds 
are apt to wander, and writing the Sermon fixeth 
them and maketh them more attentive. 

6. When the Miniſter readeth any of the Pſalms or 
Leſſons , turn to them in your Bible, and go along 
with him , it will n your attention , and preyent 
wandring thoughts. 

7: Be very Attentive and Serious at Church, uſe 
no Laughing, nor Gazing about, nor Whiſpering, un- 
leſs it be:to ask thoſe by you, ſomething of the Ser- 
mon, that you ſlipped in writing. 

8. Sing the ſinging Pſalms with the reſt of the Con- 
gregation. | 

9. eAfter Sermon, eat moderately at Dinner, rather 
ſparingly than plentifully upon this Day , that you' 
may be fit for the Afternoon's Exerciſe , without 
drowſineſs or dulnefs. 

10. Walk half an hour after Dinner, in the Gar- 
den, to digeſt your Meat, then go to your Chamber 
and peruſe your Notes, or recolle&t what you remem- 
ber of the Sermon, until it be Church-time. 

11, If you are well be ſure you go ro Church Morn- 
ing and Afternoon, and be there before the Miniſter 
begin, and ſtay till he hath ended : and all the white 
you are at Church, carry your ſelf Gravely , Soberly, 
and Reverently. | 

12. After Evening Sermon, go up to your Cham- 
ber and read a Chapter in the Bible ; then examine 
what you have written , or recolleft what you have 
Heard z; and if the Sermon be not repeated in your 
Father's Houſe, but be repeated in the Miniſter's 
Houſe, go to the Miniſter's Houſe to the repetition of , 
the Sermon, 
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13. Inall your ſpeeches or Aftions of this day, let 
there be no Lightneſs nor Vanity; uſe no Running, or 
Leaping, or Playing, or Wreſtling ; uſe no Jeſting, or 
telling of Tales or fooliſh Stories, no talk about world- 
ly bufineſs ; but let your aCtions and ſpeech be ſuch as 
the day is, ſerious and ſacred, tending to learn or in- 
ſtruEt in the great buſineſs of your Knowledge of God, 
and his Will and your own Duty. 


14. After Supper, and Prayers ended in my Fami- 
ly, every one of you going to Bed, Kneel down vpon 
your Knees and deſire of God his Pardon for what you 
have done amiſs this Day, and his Bleſſing upon what 
you have heard, and his acceptance of what you haye 
endeayoured in his Service, 


15. Perform all this Chearfully and Uprightly, and 
Honeſtly ; and count it not a burden to you ; for af- 
ſure your. ſelyes you ſhall find a Bleſſing from God 
in ſo doing. And remember it is your Father that 
tells you ſo, and that loves you, ard will not deceive 
you; and( which is more then that ) remember that 
the Exernal God hath promiſed, 7/a. 58. 13, 14. If 
thou turn thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing 
pleaſure on My Holy Day, and call the Sabbath a de- 
light ;, the Holy of the Lord, honourable 5, and ſhalt honour 
him, not. doing thy owas ways, nor finding thine own plea- 
ſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words ; then ſhalt thou de- 
lioht thy ſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride 
upon the high places of the Earth, and feed thee with 
the Heritage of Jacob thy Father ; for the mouth of the 
Lord bath ſpoken it. 


And thus I have written to you of the Obſerva» 
tion of the Lord's Day z wherein, though I have 
omitted many things that might have been fit to be 

| inſerted 
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inſerted, yet you muſt conſider that Thad but a ſmall 

jon of time allowed me to write, while I lay at 
an Inn, and upon that day wherein 1 have performed 
thoſe duties, which T now enjoyn you, Let the Origji- 
nal be laid up ſafely for your Brother R.and every of you 
take copies of it, that you may thereby remember the 


| 


Councels of. | | 
Oftober the 20th. 
1662, 
Your Loving Father 
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Chaſtmas-Day, 


Lmighty God, when he had rais'd the 
Frame 
f Heaven and Earth, and furniſhed the ſame 
With works of equal wonder, framed thew 
Apiece of greater Excellence, call'd Man: 
Gave him a comprehenſrue Soul, that ſoar'd 
Above the Creatures, and beheld their Lord ; 
hſcrib'd him with his Image, and did fil 
The compaſs of his Intelett and Will, 
With Truth and Good ; gave him the Cuſtody 
Of his own Bliſs and Immortality. 
And juſtly now his Soveraign might demand, 
Subjeflion and Obedience at his hand; 
Were only Being given, 'twere but right 
Hi Debt of Duty ſhould be infinite : 
But here was more, a ſuper-added dreſs 
Yf Life, Perfettion, and Happineſs. P 
ef 
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Tet this great King, for an Experiment 

Of Man's deſerv.d Allegiance, 5 content 

To uſe an eafie Precept, ſuch as flood 

Both with his Creatures Duty and his Good; 
Forbids one Fruit, on pain ef death and gives 
Freely the re(t, which he might eat and live. 
But Man rebels, and for one taſt doth chooſe 
His Life, his God, his Innocence to loſe. 

And now death-ſtricken, like a wounded Deer, 
Striftly purſued by Guilt, and Shame and Fea 
Fe ſeeks to loſe himſelf ; from God be flies, 
And takes a Wilderneſs of Miſeries ; 

A Land of new tranſgreſſions, where his Curſe 
[s cloſer bound, his Nature growing _ 
And whiles in this condition Man-kind lay, 
A man ſhould think his injur'd God ſhould ſa), 
There lies Accurſed Man, and let him lie 
Intangled in that Web of Miſery, 

Which his own Sin hath ſpun; I muſt be Trut 
And Fuſt, Unthankful Man, thou haſt thy due. 
But *twas not ſo. Though Man the Maſtery, 
With his Creator's Power and Will, dares tr) 
And being over-matcht with Power, diſdains 
To ſeek a Pardon from his Soveraign ; 

The Great and Glorious God, the Mighty Fin 
Of Heaven and Earth, deſpis'd by ſuch a thin 
As man, a Worm of his own making, breaks 
The rules of Greatneſs, and his Creature ſeeks, 
His froward Creature ; not in ſuch a way 
As once he did in the cool of that day, 


Where | 
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Wherein Man finn'd, and hidd ; ſuch Majeſty 

Had been too great for Man's neceſſity : 

But the Eternal Son of God, the Word, 

By which all things were made, the Mighty 
Lord, 

Aſſumes our Fleſh, and under that he laies, 

And hides his Greatneſs, and thoſe Glorious 
Rayes 

of Majeſty, which had been over bright, 

And too reſplendent for poor Mortals fight ; 

And under this diſguiſe, the King of Kings, 

The Meſſage of his Father's Mercy brings ; 

Solicits Man's return ; pay's the Price 

of his Tranſgreſſion by the Saerifice 

of his own Soul; and undertakes to cure 

Their Sin, their Peace and Pardon toprocare ; 

To conquer Death for him; and more than this, 

To ſettle him in Everlaſting Bliſs. 

And now, O man, could this exceſs of Love, 

Thy Thankfulneſs to ſuch a height improve, 

That it could fire thy Soul into one flame 

Of Love, to only him that bought the ſame 

At ſuch a rate, yet ſtill it were too ſmall 

To recompence thy Saviour's Love withal; 

Once did he give thee Being from the duſt, 

And for that only Being, 'twere but juſt 

To pay thy utmoſt ſelf : But when once more 

Thy Being, and thy Bliſs he did reſtore 

By ſuch a means as this, it doth bereave 

Thy Soul of hopes of recompence, and leaves 


Thy 
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Thy Soul inſolvent, Twice to him this day 
Thou cw'ſt thy ſelf, yet but One ſelf canſ pay. 


II. 


The Prince of Darkneſs, fleſht with Yieory 
In our firſt Parents firſt Apoſtacy, 
Tſurpt a Lawleſs Soveraignty on Man, 
Revolted thus from his ir Soveratgn: 
And though by that ApoFtacy he found, 
Under the chains of death his Vaſſal bound; 
Tet.to ſecure his Empire, he o're-ſpread 
The World withDarkneſs,and thereby did lead 
His Captives as he pleaſed : Thus he bears 
His Rule uſurped near four thoaſand years ; 
Except ſome ſmall confin'd Plantation, 
Within a Family or Nation. 
But now to put a period to this Raign 
Of this ſarper, and reduce again 
Man to his Juſt Subjeftion, 'tis decreed 
That Man from this Subjettion ſhall be Freed; 
And this not by the abſolute Command 
Of an immediate Power, nor ſhall the Bands 
Of Angels Glorious Hoſts ingaged be, 
To reſcue Mar from this Captivity : 
But God an uniuſpetted means intends, 
And yet moſt ſuitable unto this end, 
Sin ftain'd our Nature, and the Serpents *wile, 
Did man of Tunocence and Life beguile : | 
By Man his head is cruſhed ; the Lawful Lord 
©Unto his Creature, Man to his Life reffor d ; 
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A Virgin Son « Born : This Riſing Sun, 

The Worlds inthralling darkneſs overrans ; 

A Child to us is Born, whoſe Innocence, 

Our Natures ſpot and ſtain doth purge and 
cleanſe ; 

His Wounds, our Cure; his Bonds, our Liberty, 

Els Death becomes our Life, oar Viftory, 
And this s He, whoſe Birth we ſors” oF 
And from this Day our Happineſs do date. 


II. 


Reader, behold and wonder. There was ons Chriſtmas- 
Obliged to his Prince, and him alone Day.1656, 
In all the Bonds, which Duty, Gratitude, 

Or Love could faſten ; ſuch as might exclude 
AB thoughts of a Defettion ; yet this man 
Breaks all; rebels againſt his Soveraign ; 

He flies, is apprehended ; ſentenc'd; caſt ; 

And die he muff ; the final Sentence paſt 

Knows no reverſal. Lo! in that very Now, 

Wherein the Offender waits his farel blew; 

The injur'd Lord doth ſubſtitute his own, 

His only Son, #nto the Priſoner's room, 

Who takes the blow, due to the Traitor, dies, 

The T raitor's puniſhment to ſatisfie. 

The Caſe is Mine and Thine. By all the Bands 
}f Natare, Love and Covenant, we ſtand 
neaged to Almighty God ; we fell | 

From that Allegzance, when we did rebel 


2 Againſt 
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We were condemn'd to die ; no helpwe ſaw, 
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Againſt his Law in Adam: By that Law 


Or hope f reſcue : Then did his Majeſty 
@nvail that admirable Myſtery 

Of our Redemption : The Eternal Son 

Of the Eternal God deſcends ; becomes | 
_— our ſake, and in our ſtead doth ftand, 
And intercepteth from his Father's hand, 
That ſtroke that was our due becomes the Price 
Of aur Redemption, and our Sacrifice. 


IV. 


. Chriſtmas. When I begin ſadly to think upon 


Day. 165 2. 


Our Bleſſed Saviour s incarnation, 

Flow he, that was before the World began, 

In time aſſum'd our fleſh, became a Man ; 

And in one Perſon, one Immannel, 

God in his Creature did together dwell ; 

That #ravge deſcent, when he was pleas 'd to 
Fake 

His Creature's Nature for his Creature's ſake, 


|  Andtread thoſe ſteps of Birth and Infancy, 


Which Mortals walk, and after all to die, 
And ſuch a death, the wonder doth amaze 
My thoughts, whiles on thu Myſtery they gaze. 
Bleſſed Creator, what had it been to Thee, 
Ifman had never been, or if that he, | 
CL and loſt, had lain Eternally, 
Under hi juſt deſerved miſery ? | 


> 
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But if thou wilt thy Creature have reſtor'd, 
Can n» leſs rate ſuffice > Muſt the Great Lord. 
Of Heaven and Earth, to compaſs ſuch an end, 
So undeſerv'd beneath himſelf deſcend F . 
Of if he maſt, yet why ſo low ? the Son 
Of the Immortal God, Man to become 2 
Had it not been deſcent enough for him, 

To take the nature of a Seraphim? 

Of if no other Frame or Nature can 

Serve our Redeemer's work, but that of Man ; 

Tet wherefore muſt our Bleſſed Lord be led 

Through all thoſe weary fteps, which Mortals 
tread, 

Of Infancy and Touth, and Age, the path 

That Nature fince the Fall obtained hath ? 


. Or rather had gone by thoſe Fleps of Nature, 
And had aſſum'd that ripeneſs and that ſtatare, 


That Adam had at firit, and ſo paſt by, 
And midf theſe Natural Infirmities? 

Or if that might not be, yet why begins 

Our Lord his Infant days thils in an Inn, 

A Stable, and a Manger 2 Toft from thence 
To Egypt, for his ſafeguard and defence ? 
Hs Education mean, and as hu Tears 


tncreaſe, ſo do his Sorrows and his Tears, 


Until it was full Tide, that bitter day, 
Wherein the Servant did his Lord betray ? 
Why was he not aw;:ſoou as born Proclaimd 
Earth's Mighty Monarch? and then entertain d 
With all the outward Glory and Renown, 

That could attend on an oo Crown? - -+ - 
FY A 


 » 
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| 936 Why did not all the Emperours and Kings, 

Their Scepters,and their Tribute hither bring, 

To make him Great > Silence thy Queſt ' 
know, 

Thegreateſt Worldly Glory was below _. | 

The Glory of the Kingdom he defign'd, | 

A Kingdom ſeated in the Soul and Mind: 

A Heavenly and Eternal Kingdom, ſuch 

As doth excel all Earthly Pomp as much 

As light excelleth darkneſs ; nor us this 

All that in this deſcent incloſed is : 

Our Saviour 's free and great abaſement proves 

And magnifies that great exceſs of Love 

He bare to Man, when for his only ſake, 

So poor, ſo low an Equipage he takes ; 

Obliging Man by ſweet, yet powerful chains 

Of Love and Gratitude to him again. 


V. 
- Chriſima- The Word was God, and yet made Fleſh, a 
Tir flrange 
1” - change and yet without a change : 
wo Natures, God ms" s Man moſt firiftly joyn'd 
Into one Perſon, yet diſtintt remain'd. 
But why thu great Conjunttion > or what end 
Conld countervailit > What did it portend 
4 equal moment 2 or what great event 
equir'd ſuch means for its accompliſhment 2 
Was it to ſave poor fallen Man? Alas, 
A Worm, a finful Worm; one that ſtill was 
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; A Rebel to hs Maker. How could he 
For Love or Pity hope * much leſs tabe 
Redeem'd at ſuch.a rate * But if he ſhould" 
Hope for a Pardon, yet his Soveraige could 
On eafier terms, Life and a Pardon give ; 
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His only word could bid and make him Live. Egech, 16. 


Peace buſ#: thoughts, this depth 1s too profound 6. 

For you to fathom, Angels cannot ſound 

This Ocean : But yet, if needs you wil 

Be roaving after it, and ſearching ſtill,. 

Let this compoſe you: God's deſign berein, 

Next to his own dear Glory, was to bring 

Man to enjoy his Maker, the chief Good, 

Wherein alone his Bleſt condition ſtood, 

Which once he had, and loſt ; and fince no way 

We have our God again to re-injoy, 

But him to know and love ; each circumſtance 

In this definn are fitted to advance 

Thoſe two important Means; and yet becauſe 

The Wiſe Creator ſeldom breaks thoſe Laws 

Himſelf hath ſet, he choſeth to improve, 

And to advance that Knowledge and that 
Love, 

In this great Work, by Means of ſuch a rate 

As might be Powerful, yet accommodate 

And proper to our Nature ; ſuch as take 

And ſuit beft with his Creatures frame and 
make. 

Should God in his bright Majeſty appear 

To teach us him to know, we could not bear 
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The brightneſs of his Glory ; that pure Light 
Would diſſipate our Nature, or affright, 
Inſtead of teaching us : Again, ſhould we 
Learn only from a Mortal Man, *twould be 
Too weak and impotent. God therefore choſe 
 & A middle way, namely to interpoſe 
A wail of fleſh before that Majeſty, 
"7 Which if a Mortal ſhould but ſee, he dies, 
© 20+ 7 his vail the Glorious Son of God doth take, 
And under it with Men, converſe he makes, 
Shews them his Father's Wil. And none ſo fit 
To teach us what to know of God, for it 
Lay beſt within his Knowledne. This he ſpeaks 
Not in the woice of thunder, neither breaks 
Into Seraphick Raptures, but complies 
With humane methods ; cloaths great MySte- 
ries 
Tn plain diſcourſes ; uſeth Arguments, 
That are moſt forcible to gain aſſent 
From humane Reaſon; gently ſtoops to ſenſe 
In Miracles, the greateſt evidence 
Of "Truth our Nature knows, and in this till 
Wa. 42. 2. And gentle voice, his hearers Souls he fills 
© With profitable Truths ; yet to evince 
1 King. 1g. Zhat God was in that woice, and evidence 
12» Z7is Miſhon, and his Dottrine both Divine, 
He lets ſo much of 's native Glory. ſhine, 
Refratted through this cloud of fleſh, ſuch light 
As ſweetly might convince, but not affright. 
And (ince our Maker knows nothing incites 
Love. Our Love with greater fervor, nor invites 
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Our humane Nature more, than when we ſee 
_. Surpaſſing undeſerved Love to be 

Firſt ſhown to us, he chooſeth to expreſs 

His Love ſo highly to us, and to dreſs 
The whole economy of Man's Redemption 
With ſo mach tenderneſs, ſuch condeſcention; 
Such matchleſs inſtances that did excel 
Example, never had a parallel. 
.» Pcor wretched Man Thou waſt a loſt, undone, 
Diſtreſſed, worthleſs, fallen Creature, one 
That hadſt rebel'd againſt thy Godjand though 
Under the Chains of Death,thon didſt not know 
Nor feel thy bondage,that did'ft rather ſcorn 
Than ſeek a Pardon ; yet in this forlorn 
Eſtate of thine, thy injur'd Maker ſends 
His Son to ſeek and ſave thee, He deſcends 
To ſave his Rebel; though he did not need, 
Heſeeks thy Love,becomes a Man to bleed 
And die for thee,an Enemy that never 
So much as asked help, and to deliver 
T hy Soul from endleſs Death,and with his own 
Abaſement to procure for thee a Crown, 
And tell me now, if ever any thing 
Cond be contriv'd by leſs than Heaven to Ering 
Man to return,and love his God,that fits 
So well our frame,or that ſo kindly hits 
Our beſt affettions ftrings. Sure non? but he 
Who knew,becauſe he made our hearts,could ſee 
What might endear it moſt,exattly knew 
All the approaches, every avenue 
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That gives acceſs to it, could only frame 
A means ſo ſuitable to win the ſame, 
Me-thinks in this deſign I cannot tell, 
Whether the Wiſdom or the Love excel ; 
Both wonderful, and both-may juſtly move, 
And ariſe our Admiration and our Love. 
And he that thinks but of it, and yet can 
Deny his dear-bought Love, hath put off May. 


VI. 


Chriſtmas: The Sun of Righteouſneſs when he aroſe 
Day-1662+ 74 our Horizon here, did not diſcloſe 


—— with ſplendor :' There's no Coart pre- 

ar'd, 

Nor ſtately Edifice, or Struflure rear'd 

For his Reception : T his great Potentate, 

And Prince of Heaven and Earth aſſumes no 
State 

When he aſſumes our Nature but conceals 

His Oriental Luftre under Yailes 

And Clowds of Lowlineſs : Firſt he takes 

Not the Angelick Nature but he makes 

Our Fleſb. his Mantle, where he doth infold 

That light which Seraphims cannot beholÞ 

Without amazement ;. and this he aſſumes 

Not from ſome Princeſs decked with plumes 

Of Honour and of Wealth ; but from a low 

And poor, though noble Virgin ; and'if now 

We think his Birth in ſome great Court to find, 

We are deceiv'd, poor Bethlem 7s defign'd 


For 
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For bis firſt breath , and in that Town an Inn, 
. And in that Inn, a Stable; there begins | 
- This bleſt Epiphany ; the World affords 


© - No better room to entertain her Lord. 


And now, if only on the Hiſtory 
We gaze, we look too ſhort, the Myſtery 
Is fruitful : Chriſt began to teach 
And be at once, and &re he ſpake to Preach. 
It doth command thy Faith, when thou doſt ſee 
Effefts of greateſt weight produc'd to be 


From things without all humane Grandeur, then 


Thou muſt ſubſcribe, the power is not of Mem, 


But God. Great conſequents do then ſpeak . 


Almighty God when Man, they do ſpeak le 
Again, it gives thee a true eftimate 
Of Worldly Pomp, bids thee net over-rate 


That Pageantry : The Lord, who can beſt try, 


And value what is beſt, did paſs it by. 

Again, thy Saviour s Infant-Pattern tefls 

What his Diſciples Duty is, how we 

Humility becometh thee, when he 

The Prince of Life and Glory, choſe to be 

Thus humble ; when he put on fleſh, it chides 

And checks, and ſhames poor fooliſh Mortals 
Pride. 

Laſtly, this miracle of Love ſhould fire 

Thy Heart with Love again, and with defires 

Of ſuitable returns ; and yet if ſtil 

It doth exceed thy power, as ſure it will ; 

Tet ſuch a Heart becomes a Sacrifice 

Accepted, and thy other wants ſupplies, 
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Chriſtmas [hen the great Lamp of Heaven, - the Glo. 
Day-1653% 8 rious Sun, | 
Had touch'd his Southern period, and begun 
To leave the Winter Tropick and to climb 
The'Zodtacks aſcending Signs, that time 
The brighter Sun of Righteouſneſs did chooſe 
His beams of Light and Glory to diſcloſe 
To our dark lower World; and by thoſe Rays 
To chace the Darkneſs, and to make it day, 
(And leſt the Glorious and Reſplendent Light 
, Of his Eternal Beam, might be too bright 
For Mortals eyes to gaze upon ;_ he ſhrouds 
And cloaths his fiery Pillar with the Cloud 
Of Humane Fleſh, that in that dreſs he may 
Converſe with Men ; acquaint them with the 


w 
To Life, and Glory ; ſhew his Father's mind 
Concerning them, how Bountiful and Kind * 

His thoughts were to them ; what they might 
- expedt 

From him, in the Obſervance or Negleft 

Of what he did require ; and then he Seal'd 
With his dear Blood the Truth he had revea['d. 


HE3 VII. 
Chriſtmas. When the Almighty doth his firſt born bring 


_Day«1657. Tnto the World, behold how every thing 
__ Doth 


[ 


Chriſtmas:-Day. 
Doth ſtrive to bear him Witneſs, and proclaim 
That this was he on whoſe moſt healing Name - 
Man's Reſtitution lay ; the Woman's Seed © 14a 11.21, 
Promis'd in Eden; thus it was Decreed, 
To print an Eminence on that Day, 
Within whoſe Womb (0 great concernment lay. 
And firſt thoſe Propheſies that feem'd to lie 
In a long ſleep, the Day-ſpring from owhigh, 
Summons them up; to Bethlem they are ſent, 
And there they read their own accompliſhment. . | 
Here Abraham finds his Promis'd Seed , in Gea.12; 4; 
whom 
The Nation's Bliſs was wrapt ; David his Son, Jer. 23-5: 


347 


Heb. 124 


Luk. 1.78. 


And yet his Lord; Jacob's dim aged eye pſa. 110.1» 

Beholds hu wiſhed Shilo ; Jeremy, hy 

The Lord our Righteouſneſs ; Ezechicl, Fack. 34- 
23s 


His Kingly Shepherd; Tay, Immanuel, 

The Virgin's Son; Wiſe Daniel , while he ſeeks, 
He finds within the compaſs of his Weeks, 
Meſſieh's Birth, where Micha s Propheſse 
Before preciſely fixt it ; Malachy, 

The af of all the ancient P rophets here 

Of the New Covenant, finds the Meſſenger. 
Theſe and an Army more of Propheſies, 

Like” Stars of ſeveral magnitudes ariſe 

From ſeveral periods,and then fix their lation, 


Iſa. 7. I4+ 
Dan. 9. 2% 


Mich. $.22 
Mal, 3. 1» 


. Conjoyn'd in one great Conſtellation, 


Tuſt over Bethlem with that Eaſtern Star, 
And joyntly fing, We here fulfilled are. 
Hither comes alſo Moſes with a train 
Of Types and S$acrifices, which contain 


Hebs+ TO. Is 
Shadows 


Poems upon 

Dewr, 18. . Shadows of that great Prophet he foretold; 

by This day wwvails their face and his, unfolds 

Tir palghal 3 and here with one conſent 
li 


They publiſh all ; Lo! this was he we meant. 
Lnke 2. g. 7he Bleſſed Angels from the Heavens deſcend, 
_ The Prince of Heavens Birth-day to attend; 
And cloath'd with Light and Glory,they became 
' The Henalds thoſe $iad tidings to proclaim 


Unto the watchful Shepherds : forthwith they 
Lak. 2,15: To Bethlem, as diretted, haſt away, 
27: And find as they were told, and every where, 


What they had ſeen and heard, they do declare, 
And that the Heavens, as well as Angels, may 
Contribute ſomewhat to this ſolemn Day ; 
— .. . AStar is born, that ne're before appear'd, 
Math: 2. Whoſe courſe ſo wiſely through the air is ſteer'd ' 
| To Bethlem, that by it, as J, a thred, 
The Eaſtern Wiſe-men thither juſt are lead ; 

Numb. 24. And there it makes a halt, and ſo do they, 
. BY: To Jacob's Star , while they their homage 


ay. 

Lak. 2.25. hel M0 Mary. to the Temple went, 
. Col. x, 15. ZZer and her Maker s Firſt-born to preſent, 

Thither by ſecret Providence are Ganka 
Simeon and Anna, that of long had ſought 
For Iſrael's Conſolation ; there they ſee 
The hope they ſought, and witneſs this is he. 
Thus did our Lord no ſooner land among = 
7s Mortals, but immediately a throng 
Of ftrange and Co Conjunttures ſwarm 
To this Divine Attraftive, and allarm 


The 


The unexpetting World that he for whom 
The World was made, into the World is come; 


A thing exceeding Wonder, therefore fit 
That Wonders ſhould atteſt and publiſþ it. 


DX. 


Reader, the Title of this Solemn Day, wid 
' | And what it doth _ doth bid thee ſtay, vac, 
And read, and wonder. 'Tis that Myſtery 
That Angels gaze upon ; Divinity - 
Aſſuming Humane Fleſh ; Th Eternal Sou 
Of the Eternal God, is Man Become. 
But why this ſtrange Aſſumption? or what end 
Equivalent, could make him to deſcend 
So far beneath himſelf, and equalize 
The Miracle of ſuch an enterpriſe ? 
Tet ſtay and wonder: Vndeſerved Love 
To Man, to finful Man, did only move 
This fFoop from HeaventoEarth,and alto win 
And reſcue loft and fallen Man from Sin, 
And Guilt,and Death,and Hell, and re-inſtall 
Him in that Happineſs loſt by bis Fall; 
And greater, Everlaſtingly to'dwell 
In Bleſſedneſs : So that thou can'ſt not tel 
Which of the two the greater Wonder proves, 
Thy Saviour's Incarnation, or his Love. 
But both conclude thou doſt not give, but pay 
A Debt, in the Obſervance of this Day. 


>< 


Without 
Date. 


"Potms upou 


X. 


When Great Events accar, or only ſuch 
As do concern our ſelves, we think not much 
Toprint their Memories upon that Day 
Tearly, wherein they happen, that it may 
Become a Living Hiſtory, and teZ/ 
To after Ages what long ſince befell; | 
But this great Day's uſcription doth out-vie, 
And filenceth al "her: Hiſtories, 
It bears the Memory of that great Day, 
Wheretn, when all Mankind incloſed lay 
Under the Curſe of God, th Eternal Word, 
Did here aſſume our Fleſh, and Nature's Lord 
Subſerib'd to Nature's Laws, is Born and Dyes 
To reſcue us, that were his Enemies. 
Immanuel's Birth,the Day-ſpring from on high, 
Though glimmering kefore in Prophefies, 
And ſwadled up in Types ſo many years, . 
Now dawns, and like the Morning doth appear, 
A new unheard of Heſperus, a Star, 
This Rifing Sun to uſher, and prepare 
Mens mind; with wonder, is defizn d and ſent 
Into the Eaft ; the Wiſemhen ſaw, and went 
To Bethlem, where their Tribute they, do pay 
©nto the Prince of Peace, whothough he lay 
Meanly Inthron'd, yet Majeſty Divine, 
Through all thoſe wailes of Pu overty did ſhine: 
And now, as by the guidance of a Star, 
The Eaſtern Wiſemen thus condutted are 


To 


>, 


Chriſtmas Day. 
To Jacob's Star ; ſo this great News u ſent. 
To meaner men, by means more eminent : 
The Birth of Iſrael's Shepheard yet unknown 
To fimple Shepheards by an Angel's ſhowy. 
And whiles the Shepherds watch therr Sheep, 
the Night | 
To entertain this Newg, by Fleaven's Light, 
[s chang'd to day, and a Celeftial Quire 
Of Heavenly Citizens, who no leſs admire 
7 he News than they, to whom they tell it, fing 
The happy Tidings of this new born King : 
Glory to God on high, on the Earth Peace 
To Men,their comfort and their hopes increaſe. 
: And ever Bleſſed be thy glorious Name 
O thou Eternal, that contriv dſt this frame 
Of Wonder, and of Love, to ſend thy Son 
Partaker of our Nature to become, 
Ti _ thy loft Creatures may become parta- 
ers 


By himof Light and Glory with their Maker. 
XI. I 


The Angels, whoſe pure Natures had yo ſpot Chriftmas: | 
Of Sin or Guilt, and therefore needed not , Pay-1655+ 


An Expiation ; yet when ſent they were, ER 
The tidings of that Peace and Joy to bear, -. 
Which thu Day dawn'd to May, they fifthe 


Skies 


With Acclamations : Glory to God ox high, 


Peace 


Xe eRdx gd . 


Poems upon . 

Peace G the Earth, good Will to Man; thut 
t | 

Rejo ny ſee the ſpring of others joy. 
And ſhall the Angels when the news they bring 
Of Bliſs to Man, an Heavenly Anthem fing , 
And Man be filent > Man; for whoſe only ſake, 
Our Bleſſed Lord did Fumane Nature take, 
And Foopt below the Angels, to inſtall 
And place Man in a ſlate Angelical. | 
Dear Lord,our Hearts are narrow;let thy Love 
Fill and inlarge their compaſs, and improve 
Their due returns, that as thy Loves extent, 
Did cauſe that ſtrange and wonderful deſcent 
Of Heaven to Earth, ſo it again may raiſe 
Our Earth to Heaven, our hearts to thee in 


praiſe. 
XII. 


Chriſtmas» The great deſign; the Word becoming Man, 
Day.1666 For Man s Redemption, laid ere the World 


began 
InGod's Decree, ſo cloſely was direfied 
Through many Ages, that 'twas ſcarce ſuſpeftted 
BY the concerned World : and when it came 

0 it's accompliſhment, even then the ſame 
Concealed; the Cratch, awd Infancy, 
And Flumane Nature hid the Deity. 
But though this lower world but little thought 
What Gueſt they had, the News was quickly 
. brought 
Weak | Onto 
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Chriſtmas Day. 

| Ye 
Unto the Court of Heaven, the Angels take 

The fuſt Alarm,and ſftreight their flight they 
-, make. | 

Unto the droufie Earth ; the' firſt they meet 

Were watching Shepherds ; theſe by night they 


greet #4 3% 
With this bleſt:tidings,  anil toſfolemntes - 
. The Birth-day of their King,they fill thes kies 
hp Songs of Praiſe. The Heavens to bear & 
are 
In this Solemnity, diſpatch a Star 
Into the Eaſt, to let the Wiſemen know 
The Prince of Peace is born,and to ſhew 
The way unto that (tation, where they might 
Bebold that great and long expalio3fohe. 
And wow; the World thus ronz'd by Heaven; 


Hegimgg.lh © 
Totake, 8 Alarm and it quickly rings 


With the Meſſiah's Birth; the Shepherds drew- 


To Bethlem find the Angels tydings true ; 
And publiſh it : the Wilemen come ahd ſee; 
Their Guides report and condutt true to be, 
_ proelaim it : then come Kings and 
ring, O 
And 4 Z-ibute to their Hifant King. 
Thus tve Almighties Wiſdom ſentls a train 
Of Wonders aud Remarks to entertain 
And wait upon thu greater Wonder; Crowns 
The Birth-day of his Son with what renown | 
The world could contribute, and ſeems to fit 
All Gircumſtances,that they render it; 
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As ſolemn, ſignal, memorable as 
The great importance of the buſineſs was. 
Which chides our proud and narrow hearts, 

if we | | | 
Shall ſtarve the Memory of that, which be 
Strove to make fignal, while we think a Day 
Too much to that Solemnity to pay. 
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Chriſtmas, What ! the Meſlias Born, and ſhalla Day 
Day. 1658. Be thought too much expenſrueneſs to pay 
To that Memorial ? Shall an Anniverte 
Be kept with Oflentation to reherſe 
A mortal Princes Birth-day, or repeat 
| An Eighty eight, or Powder plots defeat, 
Ly A Purim, or ſome petty Vittory, 
Though with rhe Vidtors loſs or infamy 2 
And ſhall we venture to exterminate, 
And ſtarve at once the Memory and Date 
Of Chriſt Incarnate, wherein ſuch a ſtore 
Of joy to Mortals lay, as nere before 
The Sun beheld, a Treaſury of Bliſs ; 
The birth«day of the World as well as his ? 
Ingratefut Man ! 1t was for only thee, 
And for thy Reſtitution that he 
Did ſtoop to mear thy raggs, choſe a deſcent 
Below hitnſelf and Augels, was content. * 
Thus toafſume thy Nature, and thereby 


His paſſing love tothee to magnifie. 


Chriſtmas Day. 544 
And tanft thou thus requite it, to deface 
This days inſcription of it, or to raſe 
The name it bears, that future Ages may 
Forget as welt the Bleſſing, as the Day ? 
Dear Lord, when to thy Honour I deſign 
To give a Day, twas what Mere was thine; 
But were it mine, I only pay a debt 
To the Remembrance of ths Benefit. 


XIV. 


This Day by commendable uſe defign'd 
To bear this great Memorial, and remind Day. 166$» 
Forgetful Mortals of that Benefit 
That was of greateſt conſequence, doth yet 
_ ry amt: __ decline 
Its ſolemn Uſe, as if we might conftyn on Hogs 
A Purim, or a Feaſt to bus Eſth.9.99. 
Some Vittory, or to commemorate 
Some Prince s Birth-day;yet the wondrous Birth 
Of Elim that was thePrince of Heaven &© Earth, 
Man-kinds Deliverer, maſt neg/etted be, 
Withont a Day to bear its Memory. 
Others there are that ſeem for to contend 
For its Obſervance ; highly do pretend 
To honour it, but "tis with Luxury, 
Riot, Hhitemperance, and Vanity ; ; 
The dreggs of all the years exceſs are brought 
To' this Solemwity, as if they thought 
Thoſe fins that ſlew our Lord, the only fra 


For;hu reception, or to entertain 


Aaz # 


\ 


"© * His Birthday. Thus they week him;dndyet cty 
Hoſannaliz#{s at once and.Cractfe: - b 
Others again with greater Tungcence, 

F Obſerve this Feaſt, and yet without: the ſenſe 

| Of its true uſe, but only on the [core \\ -. 

1 Of what their. Anceſtors ditl do before :. 
They take the cuſtom up,they make good cheat, 
And feaſt ,and- dreſs the houſe with greens, and 

wear 
Their beſt Apparel, reſt from work and they 
T hen think t* have fairly kept it Holy-day, 

'. __ AndYruelySolemn Signs are wot amiſs,. * 

".... ...i Towelcome ſuch a Feſtival as #his. 

.* Thegreat and wiſe Creator when his hand 

6f. 4- 6: pn, Airy ſome great- deliverance, did com: \ 
$12 «man oy 

= 12. That ſolemn Days, and Signs, and Monuments, 

#4x26\. Obvios to ſenſe ſhould be the inſtruments . 

To propagate their memor y,;that might 

(Be legible to.Children,and invite (nc? 
Their ſearch intothe things they meat whereby | 
Together with the Signs, the Memory . 
And Evidence of things of note might reach | 
To)after-times,and Prove" as well as Teach. 
Theſe great. Examples ſeemto juſtifie 

Such unforbidden figns, to'teftifie 

Onr Faith and Joy: But yet this # mot all. 
This. Feaſt deſigns 3 but ' itdoth chicky call 
For more » \Even lawful figns alone are dry © 
Add erty /bells. of this Selemnity, 
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Chriſtinas Day: 

The Mercies that this Day imports, require 
Thy ferious attention to admire 
The greatneſs of the Wonder and the. Love 
—apns at this day ſhewed thee, above 

y expettation or deſert, the ſpring 
Of all thy Flopes and Foyes,that with it brings 
Man-kinds Deliverance ; it bids thee praiſe 
And magnifie his Goodneſs, and to raiſe | 
Thy higheſt Gratitude ; and thou thy beſ 
Returns can never recompence the leaſt 
Mercies, much leſs this, nor yet ariſe 
Unto an anſwerable Sacrife ; 
Thou haſt a little Cabinet, may make 
A welcome New Tears gift ; thy Lord will take 
This little Preſent well, and in goodpart, 
Becauſe thy beſt,give tothy God thy Heart, ay 
Imean thy Will, thy Love, thy Truſt, thy Fear, 26. . _ 
Thy beſt Aﬀetions that inhabit there, I - 
In that ſmall Cell. 'Tut#rue,thou giv ſt no more 
Than what of right was juſtly his before ; 
Beſides thy heart 1s foul, yet he'l accept 
And take it well ; tis all be doth expett. A 
Nor is this gailt tþy loſs, he'l make it clean, 1g, © » 
Fill it with Grace, and give it thee again. 


XV. 


' 14 


Bleſſed Redeemer, we do not meet thi Day aromas: 
Of thy Nativity, as wel.we may , Day. 1661. 
With fig "5 of Foy and Wander : We do write 
Thy Name upon it, and ſeem with delight 
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Mat.21.8, 


»© C oY - j 
Chriſtmas. © But art thoy come,dear Saviounbath thyLove 


7 ag 


To welcome its return ; we trim and dreſs 

Our houſes all with greens, and ſeem no leſs 
Foyful. to entertain the happy News 

Of thy deſcent from Feaven than once the Jews 
Did thy deſcent from Olivet ; we fi 
Hoſanna's at this Birth-day of ow Fae ; 
And ſurely "tis well done, but 'tis not all; 
Chriftian;from thee this ſolemn day doth call 
For ſomewhat more, without which all the reſt 
Wil prove but empty Complements at beſt : 
Thy Lord muſt be thy life; thoumuſt be brought 
@nder his Toke and Rule ; thou muſt be wrought 
Into his likeneſs ; Chriſt muft formed be 


Gal, 19. Firſt in bis V7 irgin-Mother, then in thee, 


w XVI. - 


Thus mate thee loop, & leave thy Throne above 
The lofty Heavens, and thus thy ſelf to dreſs 


In duff to vifit mortals? Could no leſs 


117 A condeſeention ſerve ? And after all, 
i The mean reception of a Cratch and Stall 2 
*** Dear Lord, Il fetch thee thence, T have a Room, 


'Tis poor, but 'tus my beft ; if thou wilt come 
Within ſo ſmall a Cell, where I would fain 
Mine and the Worlds Redeemer entertain. 
I meanmy Heart. 'Tis ſluttiſh, Icanfeſs,. | 


"1192 And will not mend thy. dging, Lord, waleſs 
' Thou ſend before thy Harbinger, I mean 


Thy pure gnd purning Grace to.make it clegn, » 
FJ 1 Fer © Ll 


Ws 


And ſweep its nafty corners, then I'] try, 1 

To waſh it alſo with a weeping eye : 

And when 'tis ſwept and waſht 7 then will go, 

And with thy leave, PI fetch ſome flowers that 

row 

In thine own Garden, Faith, and Love to thee; 

With thoſe Il dreſs it up, and theſe ſhall be 

My Roſemary and Bays ; yet when my beſt 

Is done, the room's not fit for ſuch a Gueſt ; 
But here's the cure, Thy preſence Lord,aloxe 
Will make a Stall a Court,aCratch a Throne. 


XVII. 


The Prince of Heaven , from amidjt the Ctuiſimas- 
throng Onx.1664- 
Of Glorious Angels, did come down among 
His earthly Cottagers, and did inſbrine 
In vail of fleſh his Majeſty Divine. 
But they ſcarce own'd their Prince, nor can 
fed 
No better Preſence-Chamber for their Lord, 
But a poor Stable, nor no better Chair 
Of State, but what their kinder Beaſts could 
Wh 
A Manger. Bleſſed Lord, ſuch a receit 
Might have provek't thy Glory to retreat 
To Heaven again, but that thy great reſpefts 
To Man's "a conquer d all negletts. 
But yet, my Deareſt Lord; methinks 7 fain 
Would find ſome better place to entertain 
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Thy Majeſty with vigre reſpett- ;.T have + 
A little room, mine ud Spd) crave 
Thy refrdert8 wet that. 1 think zt fit 

Far {hy Receit or Majeſty, but yet 

It is the beſt I have : Befides Tfind 

In ſomephat Fhave read,it ſuits thy Mind ; 
My Efeatt'I mean ; 1t is, 1do confeſs, 

A little narkgw lodging, and much leſs 
Than doth become k great a Gueſt ; Beſides 
Another fault I may not, cannot hide, . 

It is but foul and fluttiſh,. worſe I fear 1 
Than was thy Bethlem Stable, ſo that here 
Thy Lodging will be chang d, not mend:d, yet 
If thee into my heart 1 can but get, - 

. Thy Rehdence will cleanſe and better it, 


2J7, And though it finds it not, twill make it fit, 


For thy Receit, thy preſence : Chrift,alone 
Turns Earthto Heaven, and makes aStall a 
"* "Throw, | 


